
Old Testament Survey 
The Book of Joshua 

Introduc9on 

• The Book of Joshua begins the sec9on of Scripture called the Prophets (Hebrew Bible) or the 
History (Septuagint).  *Review David Cooper Panorama of the Old Testament 

  Pentateuch (Genesis-Deuteronomy) 
  History (Joshua-Esther) 
  Poetry (Job-Song of Solomon)  
  Prophecy (Isaiah-Malachi) 

• The outline of the Book of Joshua is divided into two main sec9ons 

The conquest of Canaan (chapters 1-12) 
The division of the land (chapters 13-24) 

“Exodus records how God led His people out of the land of bondage, while 
Joshua tells us how He (God) led His people into the land of blessing.”  --H. L. 
Willmington   

• The purpose of the Book of Joshua is to demonstrate the historical fulfillment of the promise 
given to the Patriarchs to give Israel the land of Promise. 

The LORD said to Abram aYer Lot had parted from him, “Look around from where you 
are, to the north and south, to the east and west. All the land that you see I will give to 
you and your offspring forever.  I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so 
that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted.  Go, walk 
through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.” Gen 13:14-17 (NIV) 

 The boundaries of that land were described in Genesis 15:18-21 

“The focus is God fulfilling the covenant as well as Israel keeping the covenant.” 
--David Howard Jr.   

• Conserva9ve scholarship remain uncertain as to the author of the Book of Joshua although it 
must have been an eyewitness to the events with the inclusion of “we” and “us” in the narra9ve.   

• Joshua the man 

➢ The Hebrew name for Joshua is Yahweh saves.  The Greek name is Jesus. 



➢ Joshua was born in Egypt 

➢ Joshua personally experienced the Exodus, the Red Sea crossing, the laws of Mount 
Sinai, and the forty year wandering in the Wilderness.   

➢ Joshua served as personal assistant to Moses for 40 years and was one of the twelve 
spies that searched out the land of Canaan in Numbers 13.   

➢ Joshua dies at the age of 110 and is only men9oned twice in the New Testament 

Key Themes/Considera9ons 

1. How do we reconcile that a loving God gave the command for His people to engage in killing 
others in the name of Yahweh (cherem meaning devoted to destruc9on)?   

• God was fulfilling His covenant promise (Gen 13:14-17) 
• God was ac9ng in accordance with His holy nature 

It is not because of your righteousness or your integrity that you are going in to take 
possession of their land; but on account of the wickedness of these na9ons, the LORD 
your God will drive them out before you, to accomplish what he swore to your fathers, 
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Deut 5:9 (NIV)    

The Canaanites and the Egyp9ans were a wicked and idolatrous people.  Israel was 
warned that if they mimicked those na9ons they would face the same judgment 
(Lev 18:1-5; 24-30). 

2. Why was it necessary to drive out all the inhabitants of the land?  Could they not simply 
cohabitate or coexist?   

But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall be 
that those whom you let remain shall be irritants in your eyes and thorns in your sides, 
and they shall harass you in the land where you dwell.  Numbers 33:55 (NKJV) 

        The en9re book of Joshua covers a period of 25 years but the actual conquest was only  
        seven years.  There remained much land and pockets of resistance to conquer. 

                           What does this say about our own process of sanc9fica9on? 


