
Old Testament Survey Syllabus 

The purpose of this series is to provide a general overview of the chronological, theological and 
prac;cal significance of the Old Testament.  It is designed to help the student move 
systema;cally through the Scriptures so that both knowledge and faith will be expanded and 
expressed.   

Assignments 
• Weekly Bible readings to correspond with the lesson.  A short Bible quiz will be given 

each week to encourage close reading of the text. 

• Op;onal assignments will be given to provide those students who want a deeper study 
and or a more challenging academic curriculum.  A two page summary of the ques;ons 
posed will be sufficient.     

Week One:  Introduc;on and Overview 

 Why do Protestants not accept the Apocrypha as canonized Scripture? 
 How does a linear view of history influence the theory of evolu;on?   

Week Two: Human History (Gen 1-11)   

 How many other stories of crea;on are recorded in sources other than the Bible? 
 How does the Epic of Gilgamesh differ from the story of Noah? 

Week Three: Hebrew History – Abraham (Gen 12-25) 

 What was the cultural and spiritual background of Abram while living in Ur? 
 Who was Melchizedek?    

Week Four:  Hebrew History – Isaac/Jacob (Gen 25-36) 

 What does it mean when the Scripture says, “Jacob I loved, Esau I hated?” 
 Explain the wrestling match at the Jabbok River.  Who did Jacob wrestle with? 

Week Five:  Hebrew History – Joseph (Gen 36-50) 

 What is the significance of the first born son in the Hebrew culture? 
 How did the religion of the Egyp;ans differ from that of the Hebrews? 



Week Six: The Exodus – Deliverance from Egypt (Exo 1-14) 

 Who were the Hyksos and how did they come into poli;cal power? 
 What is significant about each of the ten plaques? 
 Did Moses lead Israel across the Red Sea or the Reed Sea? 

Week Seven: The Exodus – From Egypt to Sinai (Exo 15-20) 

 Why did God give His people the Ten Commandments? 

Week Eight:  The Law (Exo 21-40) 

 What is the difference between moral law and cultural law?  

Week Nine: Levi;cus (Lev 1-27) 

 Describe the six types of offerings God commanded to be given 
 What is the difference between the Tribe of Levi and the other tribes? 

Week Ten:  Wilderness Wandering – From Sinai to Kadesh (Num 1-14) 

 Inves;gate and record every complaint of the people in Numbers. 
 Why was the episode at Kadesh significant for future genera;ons? 

Week Eleven:  Wilderness Wanderings – From Kadesh to Moab (Num 15-36) 

 Why did God not permit Moses to enter Canaan?  Was if fair of God? 
 Do a historical study on Balaam.  

Week Twelve: The Second Law – The 10 Commandments Again (Deut 1-10) 

 Explain why God chose Israel over the other na;ons and your basic understanding of the  
 doctrine of elec;on. 

Week Thirteen:  The Second Law – Blessings and Cursings (Deut 11-33) 

 Describe the significance of the Year of Jubilee. 
 How did the ci;es of Refuge work? 
 Why is there greater emphasis on the curses than blessing in chapter 28? 



Week Fourteen: The Conquest – From Moab to Jericho (Joshua 1-9) 

 What role did Rahab play in the history of Israel? 
 Why did God command Joshua to completely destroy Jericho? 

Week Fikeen:  The Conquest – Canaanland (Joshua 10-24) 

 Why did two and a half tribes stay on the Trans-Jordan?  What happened to them? 

Week Sixteen:  The Judges – From Othniel to Gideon (Judges 1-8) 

 What is the background of the Midianites?    
 Compare the period of the judges with that of the monarchy?   

Week Seventeen:  The Judges – Abimelech to Samuel (Judges 9-21) 

 Describe the significance of a Nazarite vow.   
 Why and how did the Philis;nes become the archenemy of Israel? 

Week Eighteen:  The Judges – Samuel to Saul (Ruth; 1 Samuel 1-7)  

 What role did the Moabites play in the history of Israel? 
 Describe the Ark of the Covenant and explain its importance to the people of Israel. 

Week Nineteen:  The United Monarchy – King Saul (1 Samuel 9-31) 
  
 What does the phrase “obedience is greater than sacrifice” mean? 
 Did the witch of Endor actually conjure the ghost of Samuel from the dead? 

Week Twenty:  The United Monarchy – King David (2 Sam 1-24) 

 Describe the character and differences between Abner and Joab. 
 How did the episode with Bathsheba impact David, his family, his enemies, and Israel? 
 Describe the rise and fall of Absalom.   

Week Twenty One:  The United Monarchy – King Solomon (1 Kings 1-11) 

 How does the throne room of Solomon compare with the throne room of God? 
 Why does the Bible give so much detail concerning the construc;on of the Temple? 



Week Twenty Two:  The Divided Kingdom – From Jeroboam to Assyria (1 Kings 12 – 22) 

 Give a brief history on the Assyrians and their subjuga;on tac;cs. 
 List all the Kings of the Northern Kingdom and provide a brief descrip;on of each. 

Week Twenty Three:  The Divided Kingdom – From Rehoboam to Babylon (2 Kings 1-24) 

 Compare and contrast the ministries of Elijah and Elisha. 
 Why were the Assyrians unsuccessful in overrunning Jerusalem? 
 Describe the events and results that led to the revival under the reign of Josiah. 
 Why did God surrender the city of Jerusalem to the Babylonians? 

Week Twenty Four:  The Exile – Zerubbabel and Ezra (Ezra 1-10) 

 Describe the role Zerubbabel and Ezra played in the restora;on of Jerusalem. 

Week Twenty Five:  The Exile – Esther (Esther 1-10) 

 Why do scholars debate whether the book of Esther should have been in the Canon? 
 What is the celebra;on of the Feast of Purim?  How do Jews celebrate it today? 

Week Twenty Six:  The Exile – Nehemiah (Nehemiah 1-13) 

 Describe the conspiracy to defeat the efforts of Nehemiah by Tobiah. 
 How did Israel violate the renewed covenant and what did Nehemiah do about it?   
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