
Old Testament Survey  
The Exodus – Deliverance from Egypt (Exo 1-14) 

The Old Testament is God’s story of redempCon.  His promise is fulfilled through the lineage of 
an individual named Abraham and a naCon called Israel.  While the Hebrews are the focus of 
biblical history, other naCons are rising and falling around them.   

 “Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.” Exo 1:8 (NKJV) 

AQer a total of 430 years (Exo 12:40-41; Gal 3:16-17) of living in Egypt and suffering afflicCon, 
God sent Moses to bring deliverance to His people. 

• Moses is the central figure in Exodus, LeviCcus, Numbers and Deuteronomy  

• Moses is credited with being the author of the Pentateuch (Exo 17:14; 24:4; 34:28; Deut 
31:9, 24; Acts 7:22) 

• Moses is a foreshadow of the Messiah (Deut 18:15; John 7:40-41; Acts 3:22) 

• Moses lives a total of 120 years 
40 years growing up in Egypt 
40 years herding sheep in Midian 
40 years leading Israel to Canaan  

1. The call of Moses at the burning bush Exodus 5:22-6:8    

➢ The response of Moses – Who am I (Exo 3:11) 

➢ The response of God – I AM Who (Exo 3:14) 

2. The confrontaCon between Moses and Pharaoh 
     

➢ The pronouncement of the 10 plagues – Each plague was an act of defiance 
against an EgypCan deity 
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➢ The great compromise – Pharaoh expressed a willingness to let some of the 
Hebrews go, but not all of them with all their possessions. 
       
a. “Don’t leave but sacrifice to your God in Goshen.” 8:25   

b. “You can go but don’t go far.” 8:27   

c. “Your men can go but your children will remain.” 10:8-11   

d. “All of you can go but leave your livestock behind.” 10:24   

      How does this resistance on the part of Pharaoh reflect the tacCc of our  
      adversary the Devil?  

3. The broken response of Pharaoh Exodus 12:31:33   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Exodus – From Egypt to Sinai (Exo 15-20) 

• The word exodus means going out or departure.   

• The Book of Exodus is the story of how God brought the Hebrews out of EgypCan slavery 
and entered into covenant with them at Mount Sinai.  

• It was a journey of three months from the Cme they leQ Egypt and arrived at Sinai.  

There are three significant events in this book that would shape and define Israel as a naCon 
belonging to God and have major implicaCons in our understanding of the doctrine of salvaCon. 

1. The Passover Exodus 12:1-13   

    God communicated the message of redempCon through His promises, through His   
    prophets, and through pictures.  A primary picture was a sacrificial lamb. 
▪ Animal killed to provide a covering for Adam and Eve (Gen 3:21) 



▪ SubsCtuConary ram for Isaac (Gen 22) – A lamb for an individual 
▪ The Passover lamb (Exo 12) – A lamb for a family 
▪ Day of Atonement and sacrificial system (Lev 16) – A lamb for a naCon 
▪ The personificaCon of the Lamb (Isa 53) 
▪ The idenCficaCon of the Lamb (John 1:29) – The Lamb for the world 
▪ The glorificaCon of the Lamb Rev 5:5-6 (lamb menConed 28 Cmes in RevelaCon) 

2. The Red Sea Exodus 14:10-16   

The Sea of Reeds – Story of liberal professor who tried to minimize the significance of 
the crossing resulted in a student shouCng praises in the back of the room. 

 Three days aQer their miraculous deliverance they begin to complain! 

➢ The complaint at Marah “Biber water” (15:22-24) 
➢ The complaint in the Wilderness of Sin “No food” (16:1-3) 
➢ The complaint at Rephidim “No water” (17:1-3) 

3. Mount Sinai  

    They will camp here unCl Numbers 10:10 for a total of 11 months and 3 days.  Israel  
    will enter into a formal covenant with God and receive His Laws. 

a. The InvitaCon Exo 19:1-8    

God was going to give Israel and exalted posiCon above all the other naCons by 
entering into a unique relaConship with them.          Ex. Linda 

But ye are a chosen genera<on, a royal priesthood, an holy na<on, a 
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 1 Peter 2:9 (KJV) 

b. The ConsecraCon Exo 19:10-18   

      The three-day preparaCon and the restricCon to access to the mountain would  
      communicate the seriousness of the covenant. 

c. The DeclaraCon Exo 20:1-17   



▪ The Law was given to make a disCncCon between His people and the world 

▪ The Law was did not provide salvaCon but revealed the need for salvaCon. 

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; 
rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin. But now apart from the law 
the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets 
tes<fy. This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 
There is no difference between Jew and Gen<le, for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God, and all are jus<fied freely by his grace through the redemp<on that 
came by Christ Jesus. Romans 3:20-24 (NIV) 

Old Testament Survey 
The Law (Exodus 21-40) 

Once Israel arrived at Sinai, they remained at this locaCon for nearly a year.  While encamped at 
Horeb God gave to Moses the laws that would define His relaConship with His people. 

What was the purpose of the law? 

• To uniquely idenCfy Israel as the people of God (monotheism/polytheism)   

• To provide the building blocks of faith 

    The Law contained 365 negaCve commands and 248 posiCve commands – a total of  
    613 moral, social and ceremonial codes. 
         Added to these was the Mishnah (CollecCon of laws interpreCng the oral tradiCon) 

Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law? Jesus replied: “‘Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.” Ma>hew 22:36-40 (NIV)   

• To reveal our need for a Savior 



I would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not 
have known what cove<ng really was if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 
But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every 
kind of cove<ng. For apart from the law, sin was dead. Rom 7:7-8 (NIV) 

Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be 
jus<fied by faith. But aTer that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 
Gal 3:23-24 (KJV)    

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. Ma> 5:17 (NIV) 

Why was God so specific in the details of the Tabernacle? 

• The Tabernacle represented the presence of God in their midst 

• The Tabernacle established the means by which a person could come to God 

1. There was only one entrance into the Tabernacle complex (East Gate) 

2. Sin and sacrifice needed to be dealt with (Brazen Altar) 

3. SancCficaCon and cleansing (Laver or Water Basin) 

4. Service/Surrender (Table of Showbread, Altar of Incense, Golden Lampstand) 

5. Communion with God (Ark of the Covenant, Mercy Seat) 

• The Tabernacle provided a clear picture of the person of Christ 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling (tabernacle) among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. John 1:14 (NIV) 

1. Jesus is the only way to come to God (John 14:6) 

2. Jesus is the perfect sacrifice for our sins (2 Cor 5:21) 



3. Jesus cleanses us by the washing of the Word/bapCsm (Eph 5:26) 

4. Jesus ministers to our needs 
He is the Bread of life (John 6:35) – Table of Showbread 
He is the Light of the world (John 8:12) – Golden Lampstand 
He is the Intercessor (Heb 7:25) – Altar of Incense 

5. Jesus ushers us into the presence of the Father (Heb 4:14-16) 
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