
Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide

Volume 2

Out of Egypt



GOSPEL
THE

GOD’S PLAN for US

While preschoolers might not be ready to respond to the 
gospel, use this guide to help young minds begin to grasp big 

truths about Jesus and the kingdom of God.

GOD IS KING. Ask: “Who is in charge at home? Who is in 
charge over the whole world?” Explain that God made everything! 
He is King over everything, and He is in charge.

WE SINNED. Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” 
Tell preschoolers that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin 
makes God sad.

GOD SENT JESUS. Explain that God is holy and must 
punish sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we 
deserve. Read John 3:16.

JESUS LOVES. Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that 
Jesus gives us the best present. He never did anything wrong, but 
He was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our sin 
because He loves us.

Pray that God will save your preschoolers. As you faithfully teach the 
Bible, you are planting gospel seeds in children’s hearts. Ask God to grow 

the preschoolers into children who love and trust in Jesus.
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BEFORE THE SESSION

1. Read the Bible story and the activity suggestions.

2. Choose activities that fit your group of babies or toddlers and 
gather the highlighted supplies.

3. Print any printables for the session, including the key passage 
cards, Bible story picture, and allergy alert.

4. Prepare the Big Picture Cards for Families: Babies, Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers to give to parents as they pick up their babies and 
toddlers, so they may reinforce the Bible story, Story Point, or 
Gospel Gems at home.

Babies & 
Toddlers 

at a Glance
TIP

Babies and toddlers will handle Bibles in each 
session. Keep hand-size Bibles in a basket or 

special bag for use each week.



5Quarterly Theme

• Open the Bible and 
say that God’s words 
are true. 

• Say the Gospel Gems 
and Story Point to 
babies. 

• Read the key passage 
card. 

• Pray.

• Open the Bible and say it 
is God’s true words. 

• Tell the Bible story in your 
own words, or use the 
script provided. 

• Read the key passage and 
invite them to say it. 

• Say the Story Point and 
Gospel Gems. 

• Pray.

• Sing a Bible story 
song to a familiar 
tune.

• Choose from any of the four suggested 
toddler activities that best suit your 
toddlers. As toddlers work through the 
activities, say the Story Point or briefly 
review the Bible story. 

• Choose one or two 
of the suggested 
activities that work 
best for your babies. 

• Say the Gospel Gems 
and Story Point as 
you interact with 
babies throughout the 
session. 

Do you have a Bonus Teaching Hour? Babies learn best through repetition. Continue to 
engage babies with their favorite activities or songs from the first hour.

BABIES
Work the suggested activities in your regular routine.

TODDLERS
Work the suggested activities in your regular routine.

Do you have a Bonus Teaching Hour? Use 
the transition activity and two low-prep 
options to reinforce the Bible story and 
the Story Point for toddlers.

Quarterly Theme
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Unit 4 • Session 1

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Joseph Sent  
to Egypt

Unit 4 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Jacob had 12 sons. Jacob loved Joseph the best. He gave Joseph a coat with many 
colors. God gave Joseph special dreams that showed God’s plan. Joseph dreamed 
that he and his brothers were tying up grain in the field. Joseph’s grain stood 
up, but his brothers’ grain bowed to his. Another time, Joseph dreamed the sun, 
moon, and 11 stars bowed to him. Joseph’s brothers did not like these dreams. 
The dreams meant Joseph would be in charge over them. They were very angry! 
One day, Joseph went to find his brothers. “Here comes the dreamer!” they said. 
They grabbed Joseph, took away his beautiful coat, and threw him into a hole. 
They sold Joseph to people who took him to Egypt.

Babies Gospel Gems
 * Joseph’s brothers sent him away to Egypt.
 *God had a plan for Joseph in Egypt.
 *God had a plan to send Jesus.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 37

STORY POINT: God can do anything.

KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus was God’s 
plan to rescue us.

Unit 4 • Session 1
God’s People in Egypt

Use Week of:
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1

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Genesis 37. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Joseph’s brothers sent him away to Egypt, and God had a plan for Joseph in 

Egypt. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge Is Falling Down” :

“ Is there anything God can’t do*, God can’t do, God can’t do? 
Is there anything God can’t do?” 
God can do anything!

*Substitute God can help us when we’re sad or other emotions in subsequent 
rounds. Finish each stanza with the Story Point.
SAY: God had a plan for Joseph in Egypt. God had a plan to send Jesus. Jesus 

was God’s plan to rescue us. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Make a colorful coat
Before class, cut out a simple coat shape from heavyweight paper. Place the paper 
in a ziplock bag with squirts of colorful paint for each child. Seal the bag with 
duct tape. Invite babies to squeeze the bag to distribute the paint. Remove the 
coat and glue it to construction paper. Write the Story Point on each paper and 
set the art aside to dry.
SAY: Joseph’s brothers sent him away to Egypt because they were mad. God had 

a plan for Joseph in Egypt. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Play with people figures
Provide age-appropriate peg people or vinyl people figures. Supervise babies as 
they play with the figures. Review the Gospel Gems.
SAY: God had a plan for Joseph in Egypt. God had a plan to send Jesus too! 

Jesus was God’s plan to rescue us. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.

Unit 4 • Session 1
God’s People in Egypt



8 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 4 • Session 1

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to Genesis 37. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the Story Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

Make tie-dye coats
Provide painting smocks, thick paper towels, paintbrushes, and small cups of 
water with a few drops of food color. Twist a paper towel for each toddler. Guide 
him to dip his paintbrush in water and paint on the paper towel, using whatever 
colors he likes. Make sure toddlers do not saturate the towels. Unwind the towel 
and set it flat to dry. When it is dry, cut two angles on either side to make a 
simple coat shape. Write the Story Point or Christ Connection on the art.
SAY: Joseph’s dad gave him a colorful coat, and his brothers were angry. Joseph’s 

brothers sent him away to Egypt. God had a plan for Joseph in Egypt. 
GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Gather wheat
Provide artificial wheat stalks or strips of yellow paper for toddlers to gather. 
Invite toddlers to bring the “wheat” to you. Tie the bundle with twine.
SAY: Joseph’s dreams about wheat did not make his brothers happy. God had a 

plan for Joseph in Egypt. Later, God had a plan to send Jesus. GOD CAN 

DO ANYTHING.

Count 12 brothers
Draw simple faces on 12 large craft sticks. Invite toddlers to count the 12 
“brothers.” Allow toddlers to hold the craft sticks as you count aloud. 
SAY: Joseph’s brothers sent him away to Egypt. God had a plan for Joseph in 

Egypt. Jesus was God’s plan to rescue us. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Dig through grain
Post an allergy alert. Hide Bible story items in a bin of dried corn or barley. Invite 
toddlers to dig through the bin to find the items. Briefly review the story.
SAY: God had a plan for Joseph in Egypt. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Joseph Sent to Egypt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 37
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
STORY POINT: God can do anything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus was God’s plan to rescue us. 

Transition activity: Count with music
Provide rhythm instruments for toddlers to keep a steady beat with you. As children 
tap their instruments, count to 12. You may also clap your hands to help the 
children keep the rhythm. For younger toddlers, count to four three times.
SAY: God blessed Jacob with 12 sons, but Joseph was the favorite. Joseph’s brothers 

sent him away to Egypt. God had a plan for Joseph in Egypt. All along, Jesus 
was God’s plan to rescue us. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Play out family scenes
Provide dress-up clothes, toy food and dishes, baby dolls, and other home-living 
items for toddlers to play out family scenes. Talk about how siblings or cousins 
interact as toddlers play. Be sensitive to children who may not have siblings.
SAY: God gives us families to love us and care for us. Joseph’s brothers were jealous 

of Joseph. They did not take care of him; Joseph’s brothers sent him to 
Egypt! God had a plan for Joseph in Egypt. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Look at books about travel
Provide age-appropriate picture books about Egypt. You may also provide books 
about going on a trip or moving far away. Invite toddlers to look at the books. 
Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: Joseph’s brothers sent him away to Egypt. God had a plan for Joseph in Egypt. 

God had a plan to send Jesus later to rescue us. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, Story Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Unit 4 • Session 2

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Bible Story for Toddlers
Joseph worked in Egypt for a man named Potiphar. Potiphar’s wife told a lie 
about Joseph, and Joseph went to jail. God was with Joseph. A cupbearer and 
a baker who worked for Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, were in jail too. They had 
strange dreams. God helped Joseph explain their dreams, and their dreams came 
true! One night, Pharaoh had a strange dream too. The cupbearer remembered 
Joseph’s help, and Pharaoh sent for Joseph. Pharaoh had a dream about seven fat, 
healthy cows and seven skinny, sick cows. Joseph said, “God showed that you will 
have seven years of good food and seven years of no food. Choose someone to 
gather food during the good years.” Pharaoh chose Joseph to be in charge of the 
food and all of Egypt! 

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God helped Joseph tell people about their dreams.
 *God used Joseph to rescue many people.
 *God sent Jesus to rescue us.

Unit 4 • Session 2 
Joseph Explained 

Dreams

BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 39–41

STORY POINT: God can do anything.

KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus left heaven 
so He could rescue us.

Unit 4 • Session 2
God’s People in Egypt
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2

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Genesis 39. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God helped Joseph tell people about their dreams. God used Joseph to 

rescue many people. Later, God sent Jesus to rescue us. GOD CAN DO 

ANYTHING! [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge Is Falling Down” :

“ Is there anything God can’t do*, God can’t do, God can’t do? 
Is there anything God can’t do? 
God can do anything!”

*Substitute God helps us know what to do in the next round. Finish each stanza 
with the Story Point.
SAY: God helped Joseph tell people about their dreams. God used Joseph to 

rescue many people. Jesus left heaven so He could rescue us. GOD CAN 

DO ANYTHING.

Rock babies
Provide vinyl baby dolls and blankets for babies to snuggle. Sing simple lullabies 
or hum as babies rock the baby dolls to sleep. Review the Gospel Gems.
SAY: We sometimes dream when we are asleep. God helped Joseph tell people 

about their dreams. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Feel grapes
Post an allergy alert. Place cold grapes or purple water beads in a small ziplock 
bag. Seal the bags with duct tape. Invite babies to feel the grapes.
SAY: A man had a dream about grapes. God helped Joseph tell people about 

their dreams. God used Joseph to rescue many people. GOD CAN DO 

ANYTHING.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Genesis 39. 
Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the Story Point and 
Gospel Gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make a pillow
Invite toddlers to use crayons, stickers, and washable markers to decorate the back 
of paper plates. When children finish, guide them to place cotton balls on their 
plate. Fold the plates in half and use colorful duct tape to seal the edge to make a 
pillow. Write the Story Point on each child’s pillow.
SAY: God helped Joseph tell people about their dreams. GOD CAN DO 

ANYTHING. God used Joseph to rescue many people, and later, God sent 
Jesus to rescue us.

Practice the Story Point
Play music and invite toddlers to march in a circle. When you stop the music, 
encourage the toddlers to say or shout the Story Point with you. Repeat as interest 
holds. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: GOD CAN DO ANYTHING! God used Joseph to rescue many people. Later 

God sent Jesus to rescue us. Jesus left heaven so He could rescue us.

Explore a sensory box
Provide a box with items from the Bible story, such as people figures, a cup, toy 
grapes, a rolling pin, and toy bread for toddlers to examine. Briefly retell the story.
SAY: GOD CAN DO ANYTHING. God helped Joseph tell people about their 

dreams. God used Joseph to rescue many people.

Look at cows
Provide books or use an electronic device to show pictures of cows. Invite toddlers 
to moo with you. Talk about how healthy cows are usually large. Retell the story.
SAY: GOD CAN DO ANYTHING. God used Joseph to rescue many people. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Joseph Explained Dreams
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 39–41
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
STORY POINT: God can do anything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus left heaven so He could rescue us.

Transition activity: Make nighttime art
Provide dark construction paper, chalk, and star stickers for toddlers to make a 
nighttime scene. Retell the Bible story. 
SAY: Joseph’s dreams about his brothers got him sent to Egypt. But God helped 

Joseph tell people about their dreams. God used Joseph to rescue many 
people. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING! Later, God sent Jesus to rescue us. Jesus 
left heaven so He could rescue us.

Pop “corn”
Before class, roll pieces of yellow paper and then use tape to wrap air bubble packing 
sheets around them. Invite toddlers to practice their fine motor skills by popping 
the bubble “corn.”
SAY: God helped Joseph tell people about their dreams. The king of Egypt put 

Joseph in charge of gathering food like corn and other grains. GOD CAN DO 

ANYTHING. God used Joseph to rescue many people.

Use five senses
Before class, gather and cut green and red grapes lengthwise. Post an allergy alert. 
Wash hands and invite toddlers to use their five senses (touch, taste, smell, sight, 
hearing). You may also provide grape juice for toddlers to taste or smell.
SAY: The king’s cupbearer had a dream about grapes. God helped Joseph tell people 

about their dreams. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING. God used Joseph to rescue 
many people.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, Story Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Unit 4 • Session 3

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 4 • Session 3
God’s People in Egypt

Unit 4 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
For many years, no food would grow, but Jacob heard that Egypt had plenty 
of food. Jacob sent his 10 older sons to Egypt to buy grain—from Joseph! The 
brothers did not know it was Joseph, but Joseph knew who they were! Joseph sent 
them to bring his youngest brother Benjamin to Egypt. When they returned to 
Egypt, the brothers bowed down before him, just as Joseph had dreamed years 
before. Joseph said, “I am Joseph. You made a wrong choice to hurt me, but 
God had a better plan. God sent me here to rescue many people.” Joseph moved 
Jacob’s whole family to Egypt and took care of them. 

Babies Gospel Gems
 * Joseph’s brothers hurt him, but God had a good plan.
 *God took care of Joseph’s family.
 *God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue us.

Joseph Saved  
His Family

BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 42–46; 50

STORY POINT: God can do anything.

KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus suffered to 
save anyone who trusts in Him. 
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3

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Genesis 42. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Joseph’s brothers hurt him, but God had a good plan. God sent His Son, 

Jesus, to rescue us. Jesus was hurt to save anyone who trusts in Him. GOD 

CAN DO ANYTHING. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge Is Falling Down” :

“ Is there anything God can’t do*, God can’t do, God can’t do? 
Is there anything God can’t do? 
God can do anything!”

*Substitute God can help my family in the next round. Finish each stanza with the 
Story Point.
SAY: God took care of Joseph’s family. God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue us. 

GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Squeeze and toss a beanbag
Provide beanbags for babies to grasp, squeeze, or toss. Inspect the bags before 
class to make sure there are no holes where the filling could leak. 
SAY: Can you feel the “grains” inside the beanbag? God took care of Joseph’s 

family. Joseph gave them bags of grain. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Play in taste-safe kinetic sand
Combine 8 cups all-purpose flour and 1 cup vegetable oil in a large, shallow 
container and mix well. Post an allergy alert. Provide measuring cups or spoons. 
Invite babies to play in the “sand.” Keep towels or wipes handy for cleanup.
SAY: Joseph’s brothers traveled across the sand. Joseph’s brothers hurt him, but 

God had a good plan. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 4 • Session 3

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Genesis 42. 
Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the Story Point and 
Gospel Gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make grain art
Print an extra copy of the Bible story picture for each child. Cut out a bag shape 
from brown construction paper for each child. Help toddlers glue the grain sack 
to the picture and then glue O-shaped cereal to the bag. Write the Story Point on 
each child’s artwork.
SAY: Joseph’s brothers hurt him, but God had a good plan. God took care of 

Joseph’s family. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING. God sent His Son, Jesus, to 
rescue us. 

Practice the key passage
Print the key passage card in the translation of your choice. Place the key passage 
card in a Bible storybook. Invite toddlers to open the Bible. Say that every story 
shows God’s power to save. Read the key passage card. Invite toddlers to repeat it.
SAY: The Bible says God is our Savior. That means He is our Rescuer. GOD CAN 

DO ANYTHING. God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue us.

Look for Benjamin
Provide a person figure (Bible times clothing or plain clothing) to represent 
Benjamin and hide it somewhere in the room in plain sight. Invite toddlers to 
look for Benjamin and bring him to you.
SAY: Joseph asked his brothers to bring his youngest brother, Benjamin, to Egypt. 

God took care of Joseph’s family. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Sort fruits, veggies, and grains
Before class, cut out pictures of fruits, vegetables, and grains from magazines. 
Invite toddlers to sort the pictures into three piles. Assist as needed.  
SAY: God took care of Joseph’s family. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Joseph Saved His Family
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 42–46; 50
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
STORY POINT: God can do anything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus suffered to save anyone who trusts in Him.

Transition activity: Paint with wheat
Gather artificial wheat stalks before class. Provide painting smocks, foam plates, 
washable paint, and paper for toddlers. As toddlers paint, briefly retell the story. 
Write the Story Point or Christ Connection on the artwork and set it aside to dry. 
SAY: Joseph’s brothers hurt him, but God had a good plan. God took care of 

Joseph’s family, and He brought them together again. God sent His Son, 
Jesus, to rescue us. Jesus was hurt to save anyone who trusts in Him. GOD 

CAN DO ANYTHING!

Pass a beanbag
Encourage toddlers to sit in a circle with you. Play music and invite toddlers to pass 
a beanbag to the right. After a few seconds, stop the music. Guide the toddlers to 
shout the Story Point with you. Continue playing as time allows.
SAY: God took care of Joseph’s family. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING. God sent His Son, 

Jesus, to rescue us.

Play “Who Am I?”
Tell the toddlers that you are thinking of a child who has certain characteristics 
(shirt color, straight or curly hair, a boy or a girl, and so forth). Invite toddlers to 
point to the toddler you describe. Give detailed hints as needed.
SAY: Joseph’s brothers did not know it was him! Joseph told his brothers that they 

hurt him, but God had a good plan. God took care of Joseph’s family. GOD 

CAN DO ANYTHING!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, Story Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Christmas • Session 3

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 3
God’s People in Egypt

Christmas • Session 3

Bible Story for Toddlers
When Adam and Eve sinned, God promised to send a Rescuer. Many years later, 
Isaiah the prophet said, “A son will be given to us. He will be called the Prince of 
Peace.” Isaiah said the Prince of Peace would be from Galilee. God chose to send 
His Son, Jesus, to earth as a baby. God chose Mary to be Jesus’ mother. Mary 
and Joseph lived in Galilee, but they went to Bethlehem to be counted. God’s 
Son was born, and they named Him Jesus. That night, an angel said to shepherds 
nearby, “A Savior was born in Bethlehem!” A sky full of angels praised God. The 
shepherds ran to Bethlehem and found Baby Jesus. They praised God and told 
everyone about what they had seen.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *People waited a long time for Jesus to be born.
 * Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace.
 *God loves us and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us.

Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2

STORY POINT: Jesus was born.

KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus was born 
to bring peace between us and God.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Luke 2. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the 
key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace. People waited a long time for Jesus 

to be born. God loves us and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us. JESUS 

WAS BORN to bring peace between us and God. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge Is Falling Down” :

“ Is there anything God can’t do*, God can’t do, God can’t do? 
Is there anything God can’t do? 
God can do anything!”

*Substitute God can save me from my sin in subsequent rounds. Finish each stanza 
with the Story Point.
SAY: God loves us and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us. JESUS WAS BORN to 

bring peace between us and God. God can do anything.

Make jingle bell art
Place a sheet of paper inside a ziplock bag with jingle bells and a squirt of paint. 
Seal the bag with duct tape. Guide the babies to squeeze, touch, and jingle the 
bag as they sit or lay on their tummies. Remove the artwork and set it aside to 
dry. Write the Christ Connection or Story Point on each child’s art.
SAY: At Christmas, we celebrate when JESUS WAS BORN. People waited a long 

time for Jesus to be born. God can do anything!

Tell the story with sock puppets
Draw simple faces on sock puppets to represent Isaiah, Mary, and Joseph. Briefly 
tell the Bible story to the babies. You may also use a Bible storybook.
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace. JESUS WAS BORN!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Christmas • Session 3

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Luke 2. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the Gospel Gems and Story 
Point. Pray for the toddlers.

Herd sheep
Make sock “sheep” by balling up white socks. Create a pen by turning a plastic 
bin onto one side. Invite toddlers to roll or gently toss the sheep into the pen.
SAY: People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. Angels told shepherds that 

JESUS WAS BORN. Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace. God loves us 
and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us.

Read about God’s plan
Provide the “God Sent Jesus Book” printable and assemble it. Read the story to 
the toddlers, pointing out today’s Bible story. Remind toddlers that God sent 
Jesus because of His great love for us.
SAY: People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. JESUS WAS BORN to bring 

peace between us and God. Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace. 

Shear sheep
Tape contact paper, sticky side out, to the sides and top of a box or plastic bin. 
Attach strips of quilt batting or large cotton balls to the contact paper. Invite 
toddlers to remove the “wool.”
SAY: Shepherds are people who take care of sheep. Angels told shepherds the 

good news: JESUS WAS BORN! God loves us and sent Jesus to earth to 
forgive us. God can do anything!

Play out the story
Print the “Nativity” printable and tape the figures to large interlocking or wooden 
blocks. Show toddlers the figures and help them play out the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace. JESUS WAS BORN to bring peace 

between us and God. God loves us and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
STORY POINT: Jesus was born.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus was born to bring peace between us and God.

Transition activity: Make play dough families
Provide play dough, rolling pins, and people-shaped cookie cutters. Demonstrate 
how to roll out the play dough until it is flat and use a cookie cutter. Invite toddlers 
to talk about their families as they play. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. JESUS WAS BORN to bring 

peace between us and God. God loves us and sent Jesus to earth to forgive 
us. We know that God can do anything!

Sing songs about Jesus
Sing favorite Christmas carols that focus on Jesus’ birth, such as “Away in a 
Manger,” “O Come All Ye Faithful,” and “Angels We Have Heard on High.” 
Remind toddlers that we celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas.
SAY: People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. In our Bible story, many people 

praised God for Jesus: angels, shepherds, and Mary and Joseph too. God 
loves us and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us. JESUS WAS BORN.

Look for Baby Jesus
Wrap a vinyl baby doll in a blanket and place it in a small box filled with strips of 
yellow paper. Place it on one side of the room. You may also use the Bible story 
picture. Lead the toddlers around the room until they reach the doll. Briefly retell 
the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace, but He was put in a feeding trough. 

God loves us and sent Jesus to earth to forgive us. JESUS WAS BORN!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, Story Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Unit 4 • Session 4

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 4 • Session 4
God’s People in Egypt

Bible Story for Toddlers
Jacob’s family grew to be a big nation in Egypt. A new pharaoh made God’s 
people work very hard in Egypt making bricks out of mud. He was afraid of 
God’s people, so he said, “Throw every Hebrew baby boy into the Nile River!” 
One Hebrew mother put her son in a basket in the Nile. Pharaoh’s daughter 
found the baby. She named him Moses. Moses grew up as the princess’s son. One 
day, Moses ran away to Midian (MID ih uhn). In Midian, Moses saw a burning 
bush. God called from the bush, “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I 
have seen how My people are suffering. I want you to lead them out of Egypt.” 
God warned that Moses’ job would not be easy, but God would be with Moses.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God kept baby Moses safe.
 *God chose Moses to bring His people out of Egypt.
 *God chose Jesus to rescue us.

Unit 4 • Session 4 
Moses Was Born 

and Called

BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 1–4

STORY POINT: God can do anything.

KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b

CHRIST CONNECTION: Moses’ life 
pointed to a better Rescuer: Jesus.
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4

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Exodus 1. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God chose Moses to bring His people out of Egypt. Moses’ life pointed to a 

better Rescuer: Jesus. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge Is Falling Down” :

“ Is there anything God can’t do*, God can’t do, God can’t do? 
Is there anything God can’t do? 
God can do anything!”

*Substitute God can save His people in subsequent rounds. Finish each stanza 
with the Story Point.
SAY: God kept baby Moses safe. God chose Moses to bring His people out of 

Egypt. God chose Jesus to rescue us. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Paint with water
Provide colorful construction paper and a small cup of water. Help babies dip 
their fingers in water, and then encourage them to “finger-paint” on the colorful 
paper. Set aside the paper when it becomes too soggy.
SAY: God kept baby Moses safe when his mommy put him in a basket on the 

Nile River. God chose Moses to bring His people out of Egypt. GOD CAN 

DO ANYTHING!

Look for baby Moses
Help a baby place soft blankets in a basket. Place a baby doll in the basket and 
pretend to “float” it down the river before resting it in front of a baby. Invite the 
baby to look in the basket. Repeat with each child.
SAY: God kept baby Moses safe. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to Exodus 1. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the Gospel Gems and Story Point. Pray for the toddlers.

Make baby Moses art
Print and cut out the “Baby Moses” printable for each toddler. Help toddlers 
glue a coffee filter or cupcake liner to blue paper and then glue baby Moses in the 
“basket.” Write the Story Point or Christ Connection on each page.
SAY: God kept baby Moses safe in the basket. God chose Moses to bring His 

people out of Egypt. Moses’ life pointed to a better Rescuer: Jesus. GOD 

CAN DO ANYTHING!

Read a book 
Print and assemble the “Moses Book” printable. Read the book to the toddlers 
and encourage them to point with you to the pictures and help you count the 
numbers. Consider using this book in the last two sessions of this unit as well.
SAY: God chose Moses to bring His people out of Egypt. Later, God chose Jesus 

to rescue us. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Follow a path
Tape the Bible story picture to one wall at toddler’s height. Use colorful tape to 
make a zigzag or looping path on the floor for toddlers to follow, leading them to 
the picture. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: God talked to Moses through a burning bush. God chose Moses to bring 

His people out of Egypt. Later, God chose Jesus to rescue us. GOD CAN 

DO ANYTHING!

Squish mud
Scoop some dirt and a tablespoon of water into a ziplock bag. Seal the bag with 
duct tape and invite toddlers to squish it to make mud. Retell the Bible story.
SAY: A new pharaoh made God’s people create bricks out of mud. God chose 

Moses to bring His people out of Egypt. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Moses Was Born and Called
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 1–4
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
STORY POINT: God can do anything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Moses’ life pointed to a better Rescuer: Jesus.

Transition activity: Sing a song
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” :

“ God saved Moses in the Nile, in the Nile, in the Nile! 
God saved Moses in the Nile. 
*God gave him a job to do!”

*Substitute So he could lead God’s people in the next round.
SAY: God chose Moses to bring His people out of Egypt. Moses’ life pointed to a 

better Rescuer: Jesus. God chose Jesus to rescue us from our wrong choices. 
GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Weave a basket
Provided a slotted laundry basket and thick colorful ribbons for toddlers to thread 
through the basket. You may demonstrate how to weave over and under for older 
toddlers. Talk about the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: God kept baby Moses safe in a basket. God chose Moses to bring His people 

out of Egypt. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Float baskets
Provide a plastic bin with just enough water to float silicone or aluminum cupcake 
liners. Invite toddlers to float the “baskets” and use their breath to make them move. 
Keep towels handy to clean up spills. 
SAY: Baby Moses floated in a basket. God chose Moses to bring His people out of 

Egypt. God chose Jesus to rescue us. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, Story Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

The Plagues and  
the Passover

Unit 4 • Session 5 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Pharaoh would not let God’s people, the Israelites, go! So God sent ten plagues, or 
troubles, to punish Pharaoh. Every time God sent trouble, Pharaoh asked Moses 
to make the trouble go away. Once the trouble went away, Pharaoh changed his 
mind about letting the Israelites go! God was going to send one last trouble. God 
told the Israelites to eat a special meal. They would cook a lamb and put its blood 
on the doorposts of their houses. When God saw the mark on their houses, He 
would pass over that house, and the people inside would be safe. The people had 
to eat fast, and they had to keep their sandals on their feet! God kept His people 
safe from the last trouble.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Pharaoh would not let God’s people go.
 *God showed He is more powerful than anyone.
 *God kept His people safe from the last trouble.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 5–12

STORY POINT: God can do anything.

KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is the 
Lamb of God who takes away sin.

Unit 4 • Session 5
God’s People in Egypt
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5

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Exodus 5. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Pharaoh would not let God’s people go, but God showed He is more 

powerful than anyone. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge Is Falling Down” :

“ Is there anything God can’t do*, God can’t do, God can’t do? 
Is there anything God can’t do? God can do anything!”

*Substitute God can keep His people safe in subsequent rounds. Finish each stanza 
with the Story Point.
SAY: God kept His people safe from the last trouble with a lamb. Jesus is the 

Lamb of God who takes away sin. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Make lamb art
Paint a baby’s hand with washable black paint. Gently press his hand onto 
construction paper, fingers splayed. Wipe his hand immediately. Turn the page 
so the fingers are pointed down. Help babies glue pulled cotton balls to the 
sheep’s body. Write the Christ Connection or the Story Point on his art and set it 
aside to dry. Repeat with each child.
SAY: God kept His people safe from the last trouble with a lamb. Jesus is the 

Lamb of God who takes away sin. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Look for the Bible
Place a hand-size Bible in a shoe box. Mark the key passage with the key passage 
card. Invite babies to open the box. Open the Bible to the card and read it.
SAY: The Bible tells us about God’s power. God showed He is more powerful 

than anyone. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Exodus 5. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the Gospel Gems and Story 
Point. Pray for the toddlers.

Read a book 
Print and assemble the “Moses Book” printable. Read the book to the toddlers 
and encourage them to point with you to the pictures and help you count the 
numbers. Consider using this book in the last session of this unit as well.
SAY: Pharaoh would not let God’s people go, but God showed He is more 

powerful than anyone. God sent troubles to Egypt, but God kept His 
people safe from the last trouble. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Make rubber band music
Stretch several rubber bands around lids of shoe boxes or gift boxes. Demonstrate 
to toddlers how to pluck or strum fingers across the rubber bands. Consider 
counting to 10 as toddlers pluck. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: Pharaoh would not let God’s people go. God sent 10 troubles to Egypt. God 

kept His people safe from the last trouble. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Toss and gather hail
Toss a handful of cotton balls in the air to represent hail. Invite toddlers to pick 
up the “hail” and bring it back to you. Briefly retell the story.
SAY: God showed He is more powerful than anyone. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Look at trouble items
Provide clear containers that have “trouble” items in them: rubber frogs, plastic 
flies, plastic grasshoppers, and ice cubes (hail) for toddlers to look at. Line a 
container with black paper to represent the darkness. Briefly retell the story.
SAY: God showed He is more powerful than anyone. God kept His people safe 

from the last trouble. The last trouble pointed to Jesus. Jesus is the Lamb 
of God who takes away sin. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING! 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: The Plagues and the Passover.
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 5–12
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
STORY POINT: God can do anything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away sin.

Transition activity: Play out a meal
Provide toy food, dishes, and other home-living items for toddlers to play out the 
Passover meal. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: Pharaoh would not let God’s people go. God sent troubles to Egypt, and God 

showed He is more powerful than anyone. God’s people ate a meal, and God 
kept His people safe from the last trouble with a lamb. Jesus is the Lamb of 
God who takes away sin. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Match sandals
Print and cut apart the “Sandal Matching Cards” printable. Mix up the cards and 
set them faceup in a grid. Invite toddlers to take turns matching the cards. Older 
toddlers may be able to play with the cards facedown and turning over two at a 
time. Briefly review the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: God told His people to eat a special meal and keep their sandals on their feet. 

They needed to be ready to go! God showed He is more powerful than 
anyone. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Make shadows with flashlights
Dim the lights. Shine a flashlight behind the toddlers to project their shadows. 
Invite toddlers to experiment with flashlights. Do not let toddlers look directly into 
the light.
SAY: Pharaoh would not let God’s people go. God sent troubles like frogs, gnats, 

and darkness. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, Story Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 13–15

STORY POINT: God can do anything.

KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is greater 
than Moses. He saves us from sin.

Unit 4 • Session 6 

Bible Story for Toddlers
In the middle of the night, Pharaoh told Moses and the Israelites to get out of 
Egypt. The people were ready to go! The Egyptians wanted the Israelites to leave 
too so they gave them jewels, gold, and clothing. God went in front of them in a 
cloud during the daytime and fire in the sky at nighttime, so they could travel day 
or night. When they reached the Red Sea, Pharaoh and his chariots chased them! 
God split the Red Sea, and the Israelites walked through on dry ground. God 
made the waters come back when His people were safe. The Israelites sang and 
danced to praise God for rescuing them and setting them free.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Moses brought God’s people out of Egypt.
 *God split the Red Sea so the Israelites could walk across.
 *No one is more powerful than God.

The Red Sea Crossing

Unit 4 • Session 6
God’s People in Egypt
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6

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Exodus 13. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Moses brought God’s people out of Egypt. Jesus is greater than Moses. He 

saves us from sin. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge Is Falling Down” :

“ Is there anything God can’t do*, God can’t do, God can’t do? 
Is there anything God can’t do? 
God can do anything!”

*Substitute God can split the sea in two or God could save the Israelites in 
subsequent rounds. Finish each stanza with the Story Point.
SAY: God split the Red Sea so the Israelites could walk across. No one is more 

powerful than God. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Make footprint art
Post an allergy alert before class. Provide tan paper for each baby. Rub a little 
baby oil or water on the bottom of a baby’s feet. Gently hold him under his arms 
and help him “walk” on the paper to make footprints. Wipe his feet immediately. 
Repeat with each child. Write the Story Point on the artwork.
SAY: God split the Red Sea so the Israelites could walk across. No one is more 

powerful than God. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Crawl on a story mat
Place Bible story pictures in the pockets of a Giant Game Floor Mat®, or tape 
them to the floor. Point to and briefly review previous Bible stories as babies 
explore the mat.
SAY: Moses brought God’s people out of Egypt. Jesus is greater than Moses. He 

saves us from sin. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card. Open your Bible 
to Exodus 13. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the story. Say the Gospel 
Gems and Story Point. Pray for the toddlers.

Drive and draw
Tape jumbo crayons or chalk to the side of a car or truck. Invite toddlers to drive 
their vehicle across their paper to draw a picture. Retell the Bible story.
SAY: Moses brought God’s people out of Egypt, but they did not drive cars. They 

had to walk. God split the Red Sea so the Israelites could walk across on 
dry ground. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Read a book 
Print and assemble the “Moses Book” printable. Read the book to the toddlers 
and encourage them to help you count the numbers. 
SAY: Jesus is greater than Moses. He saves us from sin. No one is more powerful 

than God. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING!

Look at fish
Use an electronic device to show toddlers pictures of fish and creatures that call 
the Red Sea home (clownfish, green turtles, eels, and so on). You may also print 
out pictures from the Internet for toddlers to look at. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY: God split the Red Sea so the Israelites could walk across. No one is more 

powerful than God! GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Walk through the sea
Before class, slip dowel or light curtain rods through two blue curtains. Place the 
curtains on the floor. Retell the story as you and another adult move the rods 
up and down to make “waves.” At the right time, hold the ends of the rod and 
carefully stand up to make walls of “water” on either side. Invite the toddlers to 
pass through the “sea,” and then bring the waters down.
SAY: God split the Red Sea so the Israelites could walk across. No one is more 

powerful than God. GOD CAN DO ANYTHING! 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: The Red Sea Crossing
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 13–15
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
STORY POINT: God can do anything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is greater than Moses. He saves us from sin.

Transition activity: Make a joyful noise
Provide rhythm instruments, tambourines, and scarves for toddlers to play with as 
they move and make music. Read the key passage card. Remind toddlers that no 
one could save God’s people except God Himself. 
SAY: Moses brought God’s people out of Egypt. God split the Red Sea so the 

Israelites could walk across. They sang a song! No one is more powerful than 
God, and He is the only One who can rescue us! GOD CAN DO ANYTHING.

Gallop like a horse
Invite toddlers to gallop around the room like horses pulling a chariot. Encourage 
toddlers to make horse sounds with you. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: Pharaoh had many chariots and horses, and at first God’s people were afraid. 

But no one is more powerful than God! God split the Red Sea so the 
Israelites could walk across. God saved His people because GOD CAN DO 

ANYTHING!

Squeeze sponges
Provide clean sponges and a small bucket of water. Invite toddlers to dip the sponges 
in the water and then squeeze them out. Keep towels handy for cleaning up spills. 
Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: God helped Moses bring God’s people out of Egypt. Only God could save 

them from Pharaoh. Jesus is greater than Moses. He saves us from sin. GOD 

CAN DO ANYTHING! No one is more powerful than God.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Story 
Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 5 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God led the Israelites into the wilderness. A wilderness does not have much water 
or food. The people whined, “What are we going to drink?” God led them to 
Elim, a place with plenty of water. Later the people were hungry, and they whined 
again. So God sent them quail to eat. He sent bread from heaven each day. The 
people called the bread manna. They went to another place that did not have 
water. They asked Moses, “Why did you ever take us out of Egypt?” God told 
Moses to hit a rock, and water came out! God gave His people water and food in 
the wilderness. 

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God’s people traveled in the wilderness.
 *God gave His people water and food in the wilderness.
 *God sent Jesus because He loves us.

Bread from Heaven

BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 15–17

STORY POINT: God is good.

KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37a

CHRIST CONNECTION: God gave us 
what we need most in Jesus.

Unit 5 • Session 1
Toward the Promised Land



35Toward the Promised Land

1

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Exodus 15. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God gave His people water and food in the wilderness. GOD IS GOOD. 

[Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing the chorus of “God Is So Good.” Look up the song online if you are 
unfamiliar with the tune or lyrics.

“ God *is so good. God is so good. God is so good. 
He’s so good to me.”

*Substitute cares for me, sent His Son, and loves me so in other rounds.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD, and He takes care of His people. God sent Jesus because He 

loves us. God gave us what we need most in Jesus.

Explore rocks
Place smooth stones in a ziplock bag with a squirt of shower gel. Use duct tape 
to seal the bag. Invite babies to feel and explore the rocks.
SAY: God’s people traveled in the wilderness. God gave His people food in the 

wilderness. He gave them water from a rock. GOD IS GOOD. God sent 
Jesus because He loves us.

Touch feathers
Provide artificial feathers in various sizes and colors. Let babies touch the feathers 
or use a feather to lightly touch a baby’s face or hand. Be aware of children who 
may be sensitive to tickling, and respond to their cues. Make sure babies do not 
put the feathers in their mouths.
SAY: Quail have feathers. God gave His people quail to eat. GOD IS GOOD, and 

God gave us what we need most in Jesus.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Exodus 15. 
Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the Gospel Gems and 
Story Point. Pray for the toddlers.

Make a paper plate quail
Fold a paper plate in half for each toddler. Draw a quail’s face near the top of the 
fold. Provide artificial feathers for toddlers to glue to the plate. Talk about the 
Bible story as toddlers make their quails. Write the Story Point on each quail.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God gave His people food, like quail, in the wilderness. God 

gave us what we need most in Jesus. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

Read books about God’s care
Gather Bible storybooks and invite toddlers to look through them. Point to 
pictures and briefly review the Bible stories where God took care of His people. 
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God’s people traveled in the wilderness. A wilderness does 

not have much water and food. God gave His people water and food in 
the wilderness.

Gather manna
Invite toddlers to lay down like they are sleeping. While they clothes their eyes, 
scatter cotton balls on the ground. Guide the toddlers to “wake up” and gather 
the manna. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God gave His people water and food in the wilderness. Later, 

God sent Jesus because He loves us.

Shake water shakers
Before class, place small stones in clear water bottles with a little bit of water. Seal 
the lids with duct tape. Invite toddlers to shake the water bottles and look at the 
rocks. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God gave His people water and food in the wilderness. Later, 

God sent Jesus because He loves us. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Bread from Heaven
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 15–17
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37a
STORY POINT: God is good.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God gave us what we need most in Jesus.

Transition activity: Catch quail
Draw quail faces on small beach balls, beanbags, or foam balls. Invite toddlers to 
catch the quails as you gently toss them. Invite toddlers to place the quails in a 
plastic bin. Play again as time allows. Review the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God’s people traveled in the wilderness. God gave His people 

water and food, like quail, in the wilderness. God gave us what we need most 
in Jesus. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

Paint on bread with colored milk
Post an allergy alert. Before class, add food color to milk and lightly toast bread 
slices. Provide clean paintbrushes and painting smocks. Invite toddlers to paint on 
the bread with milk. Toddlers may also eat the toast if they would like.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God gave His people water and food in the wilderness.

Take a nature walk
If weather permits, take toddlers on a stroller ride around the building looking for 
birds and vegetation. You may also use a walking rope. If it is too wet or cold to go 
outside, place nature items in sealed clear containers for toddlers to explore, such as 
feathers, rocks, water, and sand.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God’s people traveled in the wilderness, a place without very 

much food or water. God gave His people water and food in the wilderness.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, Story Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 5 • Session 2 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Moses was married. His wife’s father, Jethro, had heard about all the wonderful 
things God did for the Israelites. Jethro brought Moses’ family to a mountain, 
where Moses and the people were camping. From morning to evening, Moses 
stood at the tabernacle and helped people. Jethro was surprised! Jethro said, 
“What you are doing is not good. You need helpers. Tell people about God’s 
words, but choose helpers who love God and tell the truth to help the people with 
everyday problems. That way, you and the people will be happy.” Moses listened 
to Jethro, and his helpers took care of normal problems. Every hard decision came 
to Moses, who brought it to God.

Babies Gospel Gems
 * Jethro came to see Moses.
 *Moses needed help to lead God’s people.
 *Moses chose helpers who loved God.

Jethro Helped Moses

BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 18

STORY POINT: God is good.

KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37a

CHRIST CONNECTION: God gives Jesus’ 
followers friends of faith to help us.

Unit 5 • Session 2
Toward the Promised Land
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2

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Exodus 18. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. Moses needed help to lead God’s people. Moses chose 

helpers who loved God. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing the chorus of “God Is So Good.” Look up the song online if you are 
unfamiliar with the tune or lyrics.

“ God *is so good. God is so good. God is so good. 
He’s so good to me.”

*Substitute cares for me, sent His Son, and loves me so in other rounds.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God gives Jesus’ followers friends of faith to help us.

Trace helping hands
Trace each baby’s hands with a pencil onto colorful paper. Provide stickers for 
babies to decorate their hand outlines. Write the Christ Connection or Story 
Point on each child’s paper.
SAY: Jethro came to see Moses. Moses needed help to lead God’s people. God 

gave him helpers because GOD IS GOOD.

Explore a sensory basket
Place items that represent God’s blessings in a basket, such as toy food, people 
figures, blankets or clothing, the Bible, and other items. Encourage babies to 
explore the items. Be mindful of any small parts or choking hazards.
SAY: Jethro came to see Moses because Jethro heard how God had blessed His 

people. God had done so many good things for them because GOD IS 

GOOD. He gives many gifts, like the ones in this basket. God gives Jesus’ 
followers friends of faith to help us.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage card. Open your 
Bible to Exodus 18. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say 
the Gospel Gems and Story Point. Pray for the toddlers.

Make helper art
Print and cut out several copies of the “Helper Cards” printable. Toddlers 
will glue the pictures to construction paper. Write the Story Point or Christ 
Connection on each. Ask toddlers to point to people who are helpers.
SAY: Moses needed help to lead God’s people. GOD IS GOOD. God gives Jesus’ 

followers friends of faith to help us.

Search for helpers
Post an allergy alert. Provide painting smocks and a tablecloth. Hide helper figures 
(parents, firefighter, dentist, doctor, nurse, police officer, solider, or teacher) in 
a bin with non-menthol shaving foam. Invite toddlers to find the people. Keep 
wipes handy for cleanup. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: Jethro came to see Moses, and Jethro helped Moses. GOD IS GOOD to give 

us families, friends, and helpers!

Practice the key passage
Print an extra key passage card and cut it into a heart shape. Invite toddlers to sit 
with you in a circle. Pass the key passage card as you play music. Stop the music 
and invite toddlers to say the key passage with you. Repeat as time allows.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. Moses chose helpers who loved God. The Bible says to love 

the Lord our God!

Play out the story
Provide Bible times dress-up clothes (pillowcases and elastic bands for 
headdresses) for toddlers to play out the story. Pretend to be Moses. Ask another 
adult to pretend to be Jethro. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: Moses needed help to lead God’s people. GOD IS GOOD! God gave him 

helpers! God gives Jesus’ followers friends of faith to help us too.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Jethro Helped Moses
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 18
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37a
STORY POINT: God is good.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God gives Jesus’ followers friends of faith to help us.

Transition activity: Work puzzles
Provide various wooden puzzles that feature people, helpers, or church scenes. You 
may also make a puzzle by printing an extra copy of the Bible story picture onto 
heavyweight paper. Cut the picture into four long strips. As toddlers work the 
puzzles, review the Bible story.
SAY: Jethro came to see Moses. Jethro said Moses needed help to lead God’s people. 

Moses chose helpers who loved God. GOD IS GOOD. God gives Jesus’ 
followers friends of faith to help us.

Read in a tent
Drape a blanket over two chairs or over three sides of a table. Provide Bible 
storybooks for toddlers to look through. Talk about how Moses sat in his tent and 
talked to God for the people from sunup to sundown.
SAY: Moses needed help to lead God’s people. Moses chose helpers who loved God. 

GOD IS GOOD. God gives us friends, family, and helpers!

Practice helping
Encourage toddlers to make helpful choices by assigning simple tasks for them to 
do, such as putting away their snacks when they are finished, picking up toys, or 
putting the Bibles back on the shelf. Praise toddlers for their help.
SAY: Thank you for being such good helpers! Moses needed help to lead God’s 

people. GOD IS GOOD! God gives Jesus’ followers friends of faith to help us.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, Story Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 5 • Session 3
Toward the Promised Land

Unit 5 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God wanted His people to worship Him, so God gave Moses special rules. God 
wrote down these rules: “Do not worship anyone but Me. Do not make statues 
to worship. Do not treat My name like it is not special. Remember the day of rest 
because I rested on the seventh day after I made everything.” These rules showed 
God’s people how to love and obey Him. Then God told people how to love each 
other: “Obey your mother and father. Do not kill. Do not break your marriage 
promises. Do not steal. Do not lie. Do not want things that belong to other 
people.” God’s rules are good, but people cannot obey them perfectly. Only Jesus 
obeyed God perfectly.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God gave us rules to love Him and others.
 *People do not always obey God’s rules.
 * Jesus always obeyed God’s rules.

The Ten 
Commandments

BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 19–20

STORY POINT: God is good.

KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37a

CHRIST CONNECTION: God’s rules 
show we need Jesus to rescue us.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Exodus 19. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God’s rules show we need Jesus to rescue us. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing the chorus of “God Is So Good.” Look up the song online if you are 
unfamiliar with the tune or lyrics.

“ God *is so good. God is so good. God is so good. 
He’s so good to me.”

*Substitute cares for me, sent His Son, and loves me so in other rounds.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God gave us rules to love Him and others. Jesus always 

obeyed God’s rules. 

Make hand imprints
Roll out soft modeling clay into a tablet. Gently help a baby press her hand into 
the modeling clay to make an imprint. Consider allowing the clay to dry so that 
children may take the imprints home. Use a pencil or skewer to write the Christ 
Connection or Story Point on each imprint.
SAY: God gave us rules to love Him and others. The Bible says God wrote rules 

with His own finger! People do not always obey God’s rules. God’s rules 
show we need Jesus to rescue us. God sent Jesus because GOD IS GOOD.

Climb a mountain
Stack a few pillows or horseshoe-shaped tummy pillows and cover them with a 
blanket. Invite babies to crawl to or sit on the “mountain.” Supervise babies to 
make sure they do not tumble.
SAY: The Bible says Moses went on a mountain to get the Ten Commandments, 

or rules. God gave us rules to love Him and others. GOD IS GOOD.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to Exodus 19. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the Story Point and Gospel Gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Finger paint a heart
Provide painting smocks, washable red finger paint, foam plates, and heavyweight 
paper. Draw a heart shape and invite toddlers to trace or fill in the hearts on their 
paper. You may also let toddlers finger paint freely and then place heart stickers on 
the art when it is dry. Write the Story Point on each artwork.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God gave us rules to love Him and others. God’s rules show 

we need Jesus to rescue us. 

Stack blocks
Before class, write phrases about the Ten Commandments from the Bible story 
onto index cards. Tape the index cards to blocks. Invite toddlers to stack the 10 
blocks. (They do not have to be in order.) Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God gave us rules to love Him and others. People do not 

always obey God’s rules. Jesus always obeyed God’s rules!

Practice sign language
Display a Bible with the key passage card serving as a bookmark. Teach toddlers 
simple signs for the key passage: Love (cross arms over chest) the Lord (make an 
L with your finger and thumb, touch from your opposite shoulder to your hip). 
Invite toddlers to repeat the signs with you as you say the key passage.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God gave us rules to love Him and others. Jesus said that 

greatest rule is to love God.

Polish smooth stones
Provide hand-size smooth stones, washcloths, and water for toddlers to polish the 
stones. Talk about the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD! God gave us rules to love Him and others. God wrote the 

rules on a stone tablet. Jesus always obeyed God’s rules.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: The Ten Commandments
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 19–20
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37a
STORY POINT: God is good.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God’s rules showed we need Jesus to rescue us.

Transition activity: Make a bracelet
Post an allergy alert and wash hands. Give each toddler a chenille craft stem and 
make a loop. Provide bowls of O-shaped cereal for toddlers to thread 10 onto the 
bracelets. Twist the ends of the stem together to close the bracelet around each 
toddler’s wrist. Use colorful duct tape to cover any sharp ends of the craft stem. 
Count the “jewels” (before toddlers eat them)!
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God gave us rules to love Him and others called the Ten 

Commandments. People do not always obey God’s rules. God’s rules show 
we need Jesus to rescue us. Jesus always obeyed God’s rules.

Sing and count to 10
Count on your fingers as you sing to the tune of “Ten Little Soldiers” :

“ One and two and three commandments!  
Four and five and six commandments! 
Seven and eight and nine commandments. Ten commandments from God!”

SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God gave us rules to love Him and others. Jesus always obeyed 
God’s rules!

Play “I can do it!”
Play a simple game with toddlers. Call a child by name and ask him to do a simple 
task: “Can you hop? smile? wiggle?” Cheer each time a child does a task.
SAY: GOD IS GOOD. God made us to think and make choices. People do not always 

obey God’s rules. God’s rules show we need Jesus to rescue us. 

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, Story Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 6 • Session 1
Worship in the Wilderness

Unit 6 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Moses was on top of Mount Sinai getting God’s special rules. When Moses did 
not come down right away, the people told his brother Aaron to make a statue to 
worship. Aaron made a calf out of gold. The people worshiped the calf instead of 
God! God was angry. He said, “Go down the mountain. These people will not 
obey Me. I will make you a great nation instead.” Moses reminded God of His 
promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to be their God. God punished the people 
for their wrong choice, but He promised not to leave them. Moses prayed for 
God to forgive the people, and God did. 

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God’s people worshiped a calf made of gold.
 *Moses asked God to forgive the people.
 *God forgives us through Jesus.

The Golden Calf

BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 32; 34

STORY POINT: God is holy.

KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a

CHRIST CONNECTION: God forgives 
anyone who trusts in Jesus.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Exodus 32. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God’s people worshiped a calf made of gold. They said the calf was a god, 

but that was not true! Moses asked God to forgive the people. God 
forgives us through Jesus. GOD IS HOLY. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”:

“ Holy, holy is the Lord, is the Lord, is the Lord! 
Holy, holy is the Lord! He alone is God.”

SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God always does what is right and good. When God’s 
people worshiped a calf made of gold instead of God, Moses asked God 
to forgive the people. God forgives anyone who trusts in Jesus.

Crumple gold paper
Provide shiny gold wrapping paper for babies to tear or crumple. Make sure 
babies do not put the wrapping paper in their mouths. Briefly review the Gospel 
Gems. You may also read the key passage card.
SAY: God’s people worshiped a calf made of gold. It is a wrong choice to worship 

anything other than God because only GOD IS HOLY. God forgives us 
through Jesus.

Look at gold
Provide hand-sized clear plastic containers with gold items for babies to examine. 
Invite babies to handle the containers. Review the Gospel Gems. 
SAY: God’s people worshiped a calf made of gold. It was not alive and powerful 

like God. They made a wrong choice! GOD IS HOLY. Moses asked God to 
forgive the people. God forgives us through Jesus. 

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Exodus 32. 
Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the Story Point and 
Gospel Gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make golden art
Provide paper, gold foil stickers, golden crepe paper streamers, and glitter crayons 
for toddlers to decorate their paper. Write the Story Point with a golden gel pen. 
Briefly review the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY: God’s people worshiped a calf made of gold instead of the one true God. 

They made a very wrong choice. GOD IS HOLY. When we make wrong 
choices, God forgives us through Jesus.

Search for gold coins
Provide plastic gold coins (large enough to not pose a choking hazard) or wrap 
flying discs in gold or yellow paper. Hide them in plain sight for toddlers to find.
SAY: While Moses was on the mountain, God’s people worshiped a calf made 

of gold. That was a very wrong choice. Moses asked God to forgive the 
people. GOD IS HOLY. God forgives anyone who trusts in Jesus.

Worship the one true God
Play worship songs and invite toddlers to move and dance to the music. Provide 
rhythm instruments and other noisemakers for toddlers to celebrate Jesus.
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God is the one true God, and we praise Him for His love and 

His forgiveness. God forgives us through Jesus.

Compare living and non-living things
Provide picture books about animals, plants, machines, and rocks. Invite toddlers 
to look through the books. Remind children that God is alive and a statue is not.
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God’s people worshiped a calf made of gold. The calf was a 

statue. It was not alive, and it did not love or take care of God’s people. 
Moses asked God to forgive the people. God forgives us through Jesus. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: The Golden Calf
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 32; 34
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
STORY POINT: God is holy.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God forgives anyone who trusts in Jesus.

Transition activity: Smash idols
Invite toddlers to use play dough to make silly statues. Ask toddlers if their statues 
can move, talk, or help them. (No, they are not real.) Count to three and invite 
toddlers to smash their statues. Guide toddlers to say the Story Point. Review the 
Bible story.
SAY: God’s people worshiped a calf made of gold. They said the calf had brought 

them out of Egypt, but that was not true! God had saved His people. Moses 
asked God to forgive the people for their wrong choice. GOD IS HOLY. God 
forgives us through Jesus.

Knock down golden calves
Print the “Golden Calf” printable and tape the calf cutout to an empty 2-liter 
bottle. Guide toddlers to line up. Give the first child a ball and invite her to roll it 
at the bottle to knock it down. Continue until each child has a turn. Say the Story 
Point every time the “statue” is knocked down.
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God’s people worshiped a calf made of gold. Moses asked God 

to forgive the people, and He did. God forgives anyone who trusts in Jesus.

Play out camping
Drape a blanket over two chairs or the sides of a table. Provide toy dishes, toy 
lanterns, and other camping supplies. As toddlers camp, retell the Bible story.
SAY: God’s people camped at the bottom of the mountain. God’s people worshiped 

a calf made of gold. GOD IS HOLY. God forgives us through Jesus.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, Story Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 6 • Session 2
Worship in the Wilderness

Unit 6 • Session 2 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God told Moses to build a special tent. “Make it exactly like I show you,” God 
said. Moses asked the people to bring gifts for the tent, such as gold, silver, and 
colorful cloth. God gave two men, Bezalel (BEHZ uh lehl) and Oholiab (oh 
HOH lih ab), special skills for building the tent exactly as God had said. Then 
God’s cloud covered the tent. If God’s cloud covered the tent, the people would 
stay put. When God’s cloud lifted, the Israelites would move and take the tent 
with them until the cloud stopped. God’s cloud was on the tabernacle during the 
day, and fire was inside the cloud at night. God met with His people in the tent. 
Later, He sent Jesus to be with us.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God wanted to be with His people.
 *God told His people how to build a special tent.
 *God sent Jesus to earth to be with His people.

The Tabernacle  
Was Built

BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 35–40

STORY POINT: God is holy.

KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a

CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent Jesus 
so He could dwell with us forever.



51Worship in the Wilderness

2

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Exodus 35. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God wanted to be with His people. God told His people 

how to build a special tent called the tabernacle. Later, God sent Jesus to 
earth to be with His people. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”:

“ Holy, holy is the Lord, is the Lord, is the Lord! 
Holy, holy is the Lord! He alone is God.”

SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God always does what is good and right. People do not 
always do what is right, but God had a plan to make us holy. God sent 
Jesus to earth to be with His people.

Feel whipped cream
Post an allergy alert. Provide painting smocks to protect clothing. Sit babies in 
bucket seats or on drop cloths. Give each baby a dollop of whipped cream. Invite 
him to use his fingers to move it around. Wipe and sanitize hands when finished. 
SAY: God told His people how to build a special tent. When the tent was 

finished, God’s presence covered the tent in a cloud. GOD IS HOLY. God 
wanted to be with His people. 

Play peekaboo
Sit with a baby on your lap facing you. Hold a non-breaking mirror and flip it 
reflection side up as you say, “Peekaboo, God loves [baby’s name]!” Repeat with 
each child.
SAY: God wanted to be with His people because He loves us. God sent Jesus to 

earth to be with His people—people like you! GOD IS HOLY.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to Exodus 35. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the Story Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

Make tabernacle art
Print a copy of the Bible story picture on heavyweight paper for each toddler. 
Point out the tabernacle and its parts. Gather scraps of red, blue, and purple fabric 
for toddlers to glue to the picture. Write the Story Point on each child’s paper.
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God told His people how to build a special tent so He could 

be with them. God sent Jesus to earth to be with His people.

Sort ribbons
Provide several red, purple, and blue ribbons in various sizes and textures. Mix 
up the ribbons in a bowl and invite toddlers to sort them. Talk about how people 
brought red, purple, and blue fabric to build the tabernacle. 
SAY: God told His people how to build a special tent because God wanted to be 

with His people. GOD IS HOLY. 

Follow the cloud
Cut out a cloud shape. Guide toddlers to stand up and follow you when you lift 
the cloud high overhead. Guide toddlers to sit down when you sit down with the 
cloud. Briefly retell the Bible story when the children are sitting.
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God wanted to be with His people. When God’s cloud came 

down on the tabernacle, the people would camp. When it moved up, they 
followed the cloud to the next place. 

Walk through the church
Use a walking rope or stroller to guide the toddlers through the church building. 
Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God told His people how to build a special tent. We worship 

God at a church building, but that is different than the tabernacle. God 
sent Jesus to earth to be with His people.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: The Tabernacle Was Built
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 35–40
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
STORY POINT: God is holy.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent Jesus so He could dwell with us forever.

Make jeweled art
Provide construction paper, glue, adhesive-backed jewels, foam stickers, gold foil 
stickers, and strips of gold and silver wrapping paper. Invite toddlers to decorate 
their paper with the materials. Briefly review the Bible story as they work. Write the 
Story Point or Christ Connection on each child’s paper.
SAY: God wanted to be with His people. GOD IS HOLY. God told His people how to 

build a special tent where He could live with them. The tent was beautiful, 
like your paper. Later, God sent Jesus to earth to be with His people.

Play a matching game
Print two copies of the “Tabernacle Matching Cards” printable and cut apart the 
cards. Place the cards faceup in a grid. Encourage toddlers to find matches. Older 
toddlers may be able to play the game with the cards facedown. Point to the pictures 
and remind toddlers how they were used in the Bible story.
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God told His people how to build a special tent. God wanted to 

be with His people. The Israelites built the tabernacle just like God said.

Give gifts to friends
Provide a variety of gift bags or gift boxes with lids. Invite toddlers to find favorite 
toys or classroom items to put in the bags and give to their friends. Then instruct 
toddlers to bring the gifts to you. Thank them for the gifts!
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God told His people how to build a special tent. God’s people 

brought their gifts to give to God.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, Story Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 6 • Session 3
Worship in the Wilderness

Unit 6 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God gave Moses many rules for God’s people to obey. God’s rules told the people 
of Israel how to worship God and how to live holy lives. First, God gave rules 
about offerings, or gifts people give to God. When people wanted to praise God, 
they gave burnt offerings. When they wanted to say they were sorry for a wrong 
choice, they gave a sin offering. One day a year, the priests gave a special offering 
to ask God to forgive the people for everything wrong they had done. One day, 
God would send Jesus to forgive people once and for all. Until then, God said, 
“Be holy because I am holy.”

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God gave His people rules for worshiping Him.
 *People brought gifts to God every year.
 *God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

Rules for Sacrifice

BIBLE PASSAGE: Leviticus

STORY POINT: God is holy.

KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a

CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent Jesus 
to rescue us and make us holy.
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3

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to the Book of 
Leviticus. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in a soothing 
voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God gave His people rules for worshiping Him. GOD IS HOLY.  People 

brought gifts to God every year. Later, God sent Jesus to rescue us and 
make us holy. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”:

“ Holy, holy is the Lord, is the Lord, is the Lord! 
Holy, holy is the Lord! He alone is God.”

SAY: GOD IS HOLY, but people are not. God sent Jesus to rescue us and make us 
holy. God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

Play with a shape shorter
Provide shape sorters or hammers and pegs for babies to play with. As babies 
play, help them fit the shapes where they go. Review the Gospel Gems.
SAY: These pieces fit perfectly in their spots. God gave His people rules for 

worshiping Him. People brought gifts to God every year to say they were 
sorry for not following His rules. GOD IS HOLY.

Shake grain shakers
Pour oats, barley, corn, or other grains in hand-sized clear plastic containers. 
Seal the containers with duct tape. Invite babies to hold the grain shakers as you 
review the Gospel Gems.
SAY: God gave His people rules for worshiping Him. Part of God’s rules were 

to bring gifts, like these grains, to say they were sorry for their wrong 
choices. People brought gifts to God every year. God sent Jesus to rescue 
us and make us holy. GOD IS HOLY.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the key 
passage card. Open your Bible to the Book of Leviticus. Show the Bible story 
picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the Story Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

Make heart art
Write GOD on construction paper for each toddler. Invite toddlers to stick heart 
stickers on top of the letters, spelling GOD with hearts. Remind toddlers that a 
heart reminds people about love. Write the Story Point on each child’s paper.
SAY: GOD IS HOLY, and He loves us. God gave His people rules for worshiping 

Him. He loves us so much, God sent Jesus to rescue us and make us holy.

Toss beanbags
Provide red and blue buckets and red and blue beanbags. Invite toddlers to line 
up. Explain that toddlers must toss a beanbag into the matching bucket. If a child 
forgets or tosses the beanbag into the wrong bucket, gently explain that wasn’t the 
rule and allow him to try again. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: God gave His people rules for worshiping Him. GOD IS HOLY, and we obey 

Him because He loves us. God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

Practice the key passage
Create simple hand motions for words of the key passage: the Lord (make an L 
with your finger and thumb, touch your opposite shoulder and then to your hip), 
my strength (make a strong pose). Invite the children to repeat the motions as you 
say the key passage.
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God sent Jesus to rescue us and make us holy.

Look at sheep or wool
Provide picture books of sheep, stuffed sheep, or a piece of wool for toddlers to 
touch. (Post an allergy alert for the wool.) Invite toddlers to make sheep sounds 
with you. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. People brought gifts to God every year to say they were sorry 

for their wrong choices. Many times, the gifts were sheep. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Rules for Sacrifice
BIBLE PASSAGE: Leviticus
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
STORY POINT: God is holy.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent Jesus to rescue us and make us holy.

Transition activity: Make Jesus art
Print and cut apart the “Jesus” printable so every child has one. Help toddlers glue 
their picture of Jesus to construction paper. Provide crayons and stickers for toddlers 
to decorate around Jesus. Write the Story Point or Christ Connection on each 
child’s paper.
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God gave His people rules for worshiping Him. People brought 

gifts to God every year to say they were sorry to God for their wrong choices 
or to thank Him for His goodness. Later, God sent Jesus to rescue us and 
make us holy.

Make animal sounds
Call out animals and invite toddlers to move like those animals while they make 
animal sounds. Call out animals children would be familiar with, but be sure to 
include sheep, cows, and birds. 
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God gave His people rules for worshiping Him. People brought 

gifts to God every year. Many times, the gifts were animals. Later, God sent 
Jesus to earth because He loves us.

Look at Bibles
Before class, wrap a Bible storybook or hand-sized Bible in paper. Stick heart-shaped 
stickers on the Bible. Invite toddlers to look at the Bible.
SAY: GOD IS HOLY. God gave His people rules for worshiping Him. The Bible is so 

special. The Bible tells us God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, Story Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Mistakes or Wrong Choices?
Though they might not understand 

completely how the whole Bible points to 
Jesus’ death and resurrection as a means to 
rescue fallen people, each week babies and 
toddlers are learning key Bible stories that 

show God’s plan for them. 

Admit it. Stories like “God Created the 
World” and “Noah and the Ark” are 
easy. As we begin the Israelites’ journey 
toward the promised land, I recognize 
the tension of explaining to toddlers 
both sin and God’s loving and holy 
response to sin.

For one, toddlers are not aware 
of personal sin. In this age group, 
it is crucial for us to shape toddlers’ 
understanding of God as the One who 
made each toddler uniquely and loves 
each one. Once toddlers learn “God 
made me and loves me,” then we can 
proceed to “God sent Jesus because He 
loves me,” a story point that is repeated 
throughout the babies and toddlers 
activities. God sent Jesus because we 
cannot hope to obey God on our own.

How do we communicate this 
point to toddlers? Here are three clear 
ways.

 *Recognize sin as a willful choice. 
Define sin as the wrong choice 
to not obey God. Toddlers must 
understand that loving God means 
trusting that His words and His ways 
are best. Not obeying God is not 

loving God as we should.
 *Do not equate sin with a mistake. 
A mistake is an error due to an 
incorrect understanding or faulty 
information. Parents and teachers 
can easily identify mistakes toddlers 
make that are not deliberate “sins,” 
even when those mistakes produce 
harmful consequences. In many 
Bible stories, people had an adequate 
understanding of God’s commands. 
They knew God’s words, but they 
rejected them.

 *Focus on God’s goodness. When we 
talk about sin, always point toddlers 
to the One who never sinned yet 
died on the cross and rose again to 
rescue us. Emphasize for toddlers 
that Jesus is God’s Son, and He never 
made wrong choices. Jesus always 
obeyed God, and God forgives our 
wrong choices when we trust in His 
perfect Son, Jesus.

Pray for the children you teach. Pray 
for the wisdom to communicate sin 
and its consequences to your toddlers 
in a way that doesn’t make light of sin 
or diminish God’s great rescue plan.

Rachel Myrick is the Babies and Toddlers 
Content Editor for The Gospel Project for 
Preschool. She serves toddlers at New Vision 
Baptist Church in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 
where she lives with her husband and sons.
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Into the Promised Land
God was with His people as they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. The 
Israelites needed to conquer the promised land, so God fought for His people. 
Joshua led the people and encouraged them to be faithful to the one true God. 
Under Joshua’s leadership, the people conquered the promised land and began 
to live in it. When the neighboring nations threatened and attacked Israel, God 
provided new leaders, called judges, to help rescue His people. While these judges 
could only give temporary help, they reminded God’s people that one day God 
would provide a perfect Judge to rescue His people for good.

Balaam and Balak
Numbers 22–24

Taking the Land
Joshua 10–11; 24

Samson
Judges 13–16



DOWNLOAD  the
LIFEWAY KIDS APP

The Gospel Project® for Preschool

The Gospel Project® for Preschool is a Christ-centered Bible study 
resource that follows a chronological timeline of Bible events—from Genesis to 
Revelation—over the course of three years. Each week, these stories come to 
life through video, music, activities, and more as kids connect biblical events to 
God’s ultimate plan of redemption through Christ. It’s the whole Bible like kids 
have never seen it before! Check out these products to supplement The Gospel 
Project for Kids! 

Classroom Bible - A one-time 
investment! 
The Gospel Project for Kids: Classroom Bible (005803464) 
has been designed to align with The Gospel Project for 
Kids 2018–2021 study plan. Its unique features will help 
point kids to Jesus. The size, cover, and weight make it a 
great fit for any child. At an affordable price point, this 
Bible is great for stocking your ministry’s Bible supply. 
Contact your local LifeWay store or Customer Service  
(1-800-458-2772) to find out about bulk discounts.

Great resource for home! 
Access The Gospel Project for Kids: Volume 2: Out 
of Egypt Family app inside the LifeWay Kids App, 
available on the iOS App Store or Google Play.



Key Passage Cards
Instructions: Print the cards onto colorful paper and cut them apart. Laminate the cards to use throughout the unit. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide •  Unit 4
© 2018 LifeWay OK to Print 

No Savior exists 
besides me. 
Hosea 13:4b 

(CSB)

There is no 
saviour 

beside me.
Hosea 13:4b (KJV)

Besides me there 
is no savior.
Hosea 13:4b

(ESV)

You shall 
acknowledge ... 

no Savior 
except me.

Hosea 13:4b (NIV)



God Sent Jesus 1

God Sent Jesus  Book
Instructions: Print and assemble the book to use throughout the unit. It may be helpful to laminate the book. 

Use as directed in the leader guide. 

Christmas Bonus Sessions
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  
 © 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print 



God told prophets about Jesus’ birth. The prophets, Isaiah and Micah, wrote that God promised to send a 
special King. People waited a long time for Jesus to be born. 2



God sent an angel to a girl named Mary. The angel told Mary that she was going to have a baby boy—God’s 
Son. Mary was going to marry Joseph. An angel told Joseph in a dream that Mary’s baby was God’s very 

own Son. God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ family. 
3



God’s Son was born, and they named Him Jesus. That night, an angel said to shepherds nearby, “A Savior 
was born!” A sky full of angels praised God. The shepherds ran and found Baby Jesus. They praised God 

and told everyone about what they had seen. 
4



A man named Simeon had been waiting to see the special King whom God had promised to send. When 
Mary and Joseph brought Baby Jesus to the temple, Simeon held Baby Jesus and praised God. Then a 
woman named Anna also praised God and told people in the temple that Jesus was the special King. 

5



Wise men saw a bright star in the sky. They knew the star meant the special King God promised to 
send was born. They traveled to Bethlehem and saw Jesus. They worshiped Jesus and gave Him gifts: 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 6



Nativity
Instructions: Print and cut out the figures. Tape the figures to large interlocking or wooden blocks. Use as 

directed in the leader guide.

Christmas
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Christmas, Session 3
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



Sandal Matching Cards
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards. Use as directed in the leader guide.  

God’s People in Egypt
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 5
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



Sandal Matching Cards
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards. Use as directed in the leader guide.  

God’s People in Egypt
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 5
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



Moses Book
Instructions: Print and assemble the book to use throughout the unit. 

It may be helpful to laminate the book. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Sessions 4–6
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  

Moses Book
Moses and Aaron told Pharaoh,
“God says ‘Let My people go!’ ”

Pharaoh said, “No, no, no!”1 2



God brought His people
out of Egypt!

Moses Book
Instructions: Print and assemble the book to use throughout the unit. 

It may be helpful to laminate the book. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Sessions 4–6
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  

God sent 10 troubles to show that
He is powerful! Count to 10. 3 4



God’s people sang songs and
danced to praise Him.

Moses Book
Instructions: Print and assemble the book to use throughout the unit. 

It may be helpful to laminate the book. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Sessions 4–6
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  

God split the Red Sea and the
people walked on dry ground! 5 6



Baby Moses
Instructions: Print and cut out one image for each toddler. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 4
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



Key Passage Cards
Instructions: Print the cards onto colorful paper and cut them apart. Laminate the cards to use throughout the unit. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.

Toward the Promised Land
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide •  Unit 5
© 2018 LifeWay OK to Print 

“Love the Lord 
your God.”

Matthew 22:37a 
(CSB)

“Love the Lord 
thy God.”

Matthew 22:37a 
(KJV)

“Love the Lord 
your God.”

Matthew 22:37a 
(ESV)

“ ‘Love the Lord 
your God.’ ”

Matthew 22:37a 
(NIV)



Helper Cards
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards. Use as directed in the leader guide.

Toward the Promised Land
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 5, Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print 



Helper Cards
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards. Use as directed in the leader guide.

Toward the Promised Land
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 5, Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print 



Key Passage Cards
Instructions: Print the cards onto colorful paper and cut them apart. Laminate the cards to use throughout the unit. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.

Worship in the Wilderness
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide •  Unit 6
© 2018 LifeWay OK to Print 

The Lord is my 
strength and 

my song.
Exodus 15:2a

(CSB)

The Lord is 
my strength 

and song.
Exodus 15:2a

(KJV)

The Lord is my 
strength and 

my song.
Exodus 15:2a

(ESV)

“The Lord is my 
strength and my 

defense.”
Exodus 15:2a

(NIV)



Jesus
Instructions: Print and cut apart so that every child has one. Use as directed in the leader guide. 

Worship in the Wilderness
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 6, Session 3
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



Tabernacle Matching Cards
Instructions: Print two copies and cut apart the cards. Use as directed in the leader guide.

Worship in the Wilderness
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 6, Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print 

Tabernacle Matching Cards
Instructions: Print two copies and cut out. Use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.

God Is Holy
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 6 Session 2
© 2015 LifeWay OK to Print 



Golden Calf
Instructions: Print one copy and tape to a clean, empty 2-liter bottle. Use as directed in the leader guide. 

Worship in the Wilderness
Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide  •  Unit 6, Session 1
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  
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