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GOSPEL
THE

GOD’S PLAN for US

GOD IS KING. Ask: “Who is in charge at home? Who is in 
charge over the whole world?” Explain that God made everything! 
He is King over everything, and He is in charge.

WE SINNED. Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” 
Tell preschoolers that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin 
makes God sad.

GOD SENT JESUS. Explain that God is holy and must 
punish sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we 
deserve. Read John 3:16.

JESUS LOVES. Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that 
Jesus gives us the best present. He never did anything wrong, but 
He was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our sin 
because He loves us.

Pray that God will save your preschoolers. As you faithfully teach the 
Bible, you are planting gospel seeds in children’s hearts. Ask God to grow 

the preschoolers into children who love and trust in Jesus.

While preschoolers might not be ready to respond to the 
gospel, use this guide to help young minds begin to grasp big 

truths about Jesus and the kingdom of God.
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Teach the Story

Communicate the day’s 
Bible story and discover 

God’s big story.

• Big Picture Question
• Giant Timeline
• Bible Story

• Missions Moment
• Key Passage
• Sing

Say what?
Use the suggested “Say” 
dialogue to easily move 

between segments. 

• Opening Activities
• Activity Page

Introduce the Story

Engage preschoolers 
and introduce the day’s 

Bible story.

• Pray for your preschoolers
• Send a parent email
• Print/download printables
• Assemble supplies
• Prepare videos

Preparation

Pray for your preschoolers and contact 
families during the week. Gather and 

prepare session materials.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY
Familiarize yourself with the content 

and context of the Bible story and how it 
relates to God’s plan of redemption.

Bible Study 
at a Glance
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Quarterly Theme

1 room

Apply the Story

Reinforce the Bible Story by 
engaging in fun activities for multiple 

learning styles.

• Activities
• Snack & Transition

Suggested times
The times provided allow you to complete the session plan in an hour. Lengthen or 
shorten the session as needed.

Make it fit Customize the session plan to fit the needs
of your church or classroom.

1)  Use “Introduce the Story” to welcome preschoolers to Bible study. Preschoolers 
may complete an activity together and/or work the activity page. 

2)  Transition to an area within your classroom that can be designated as the “Teach 
the Story” area. Watch the Bible story video or tell the Bible story. Incorporate any 
large group elements that fit your space and your time constraints.

3)  Regroup to the “Experience the Story” area by using a countdown video. Set up 
activities in one of these ways: as a group, all at the same time; in small groups 
that rotate through each activity; set up as centers, allowing preschoolers to browse 
and choose.

1 or more rooms

1)  Use “Introduce the Story” to welcome preschoolers to Bible study. Preschoolers 
may complete an activity together and/or work the activity page.

2)  Use the countdown video or other transition signal as you move your small 
group to join the other small groups in the “Teach the Story” area. Watch the 
Bible story video or tell the Bible story. Incorporate any large group elements 
that fit your space and your time constraints. 

3)  Regroup to the “Experience the Story” rooms where you will reinforce what 
preschoolers learned from the “Teach the Story” leader. Set up activities in one of 
these ways: as a group, all at the same time; in small groups that rotate through 
each activity; set up as centers, allowing preschoolers to browse and choose.

Missions Moment 
Introduce preschoolers to missions and encourage them to take the gospel to 
the nations with designated missions awareness activities.
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Unit 4: God’s People in Egypt

Session 1:
Joseph Sent to Egypt
Genesis 37
Story Point: Joseph’s brothers sent 
him to Egypt.

Session 2: 
Joseph Explained Dreams
Genesis 39–41
Story Point: God was with Joseph.

Session 3:
Joseph Saved His Family
Genesis 42–46; 50
Story Point: God used Joseph to 
save His people.

Christmas
Jesus Was Born
Isaiah 9; Luke 2
Story Point: Jesus brings peace 
between God and people.

Session 4:
Moses Was Born and Called
Exodus 1–4
Story Point: God chose Moses to 
save His people.

Session 5:
The Plagues and the Passover
Exodus 5–12
Story Point: God rescued His 
people.

Session 6:
The Red Sea Crossing
Exodus 13–15
Story Point: God led His people 
through the Red Sea on dry ground.

Unit Description:
God used Joseph to provide for the people of Israel and bring them into 
Egypt, which set the stage for a glorious demonstration of God’s power to 
deliver. God raised up Moses to rescue His people from bondage in Egypt. 
God saved His people from physical captivity in Egypt like He would one 
day save His people from spiritual captivity by sending Jesus, a Deliverer 
greater than Moses.

Key Passage: 
Hosea 13:4b

Big Picture Question: 
Is there anything God cannot do? 
God can do all things.
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The Plagues and the Passover
God rescued His people.

Moses Was Born and Called
God chose Moses to save His people.

The Red Sea Crossing
God led His people through the Red Sea 
on dry ground.

Jesus Was Born
Jesus brings peace between God and 
people. 

Joseph Saved His Family
God used Joseph to save His people.

Joseph Explained Dreams 
God was with Joseph.

Joseph Sent to Egypt
Joseph’s brothers sent him to Egypt.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 4 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Genesis 37

STORY POINT: 
Joseph’s brothers sent him to Egypt.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Hosea 13:4b

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is there anything God cannot do? God 

can do all things.

Joseph Sent to 
Egypt

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 10

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 12

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 14

Unit 4 • Session 1

6 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 4 • Session 1



1

LEADER Bible Study
Jacob grew up in strife with his twin brother, Esau. He spent many years 
away from his family to avoid Esau’s anger. God spoke to Jacob in a dream 
and reaffirmed to Jacob the promise He gave to Abraham and Isaac. 
Finally, God called Jacob home to the land of Canaan. God blessed Jacob 
and changed his name to Israel.

Jacob had 12 sons. They would become the leaders of the tribes of Israel. 
But Jacob’s favorite son was Joseph. Joseph was the son of Rachel, Jacob’s 
favorite wife, and Jacob didn’t hide his favoritism. He gave Joseph a gift 
that his other sons did not get: a beautiful coat of many colors.

Of course, this did not endear Joseph to his siblings. Neither did Joseph’s 
announcement that God had spoken to him in dreams—dreams that 
revealed that one day everyone in Joseph’s family would bow down to him. 
Joseph’s brothers planned evil against him, and Joseph ended up in Egypt.

Maybe Joseph felt alone in Egypt. Had God forgotten Joseph? No. God 
was with Joseph, and He had a wonderful plan for Joseph. God later used 
Joseph to establish a remnant—a small, surviving group of His people. 
Centuries later, God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world as part of that 
family.

Jesus experienced true loneliness and ultimate suffering as He died on the 
cross for our sins. God raised Jesus from the dead. When we trust in Him, 
God forgives our sin. We won’t experience true loneliness because Jesus 
promised to always be with us. (Matt. 28:20) And compared to the weight 
of glory awaiting believers, our suffering on earth is a “momentary light 
affliction” (2 Cor. 4:17). 

God is in control of our lives, and He accomplishes His plans in and 
through us—even as He works through the suffering and injustice we 
sometimes experience. We can trust God’s faithfulness. Through all 
circumstances, God’s will prevails—all for His glory and our good.
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 Joseph Sent to Egypt
Genesis 37

Jacob and his family lived in the land God had promised to his 
grandfather Abraham and his family. Jacob had 12 sons, but his favorite 
son was Joseph. Jacob gave Joseph a colorful robe. Joseph’s brothers 

saw that Jacob loved Joseph most, and they did not like 
Joseph.

One day, Joseph told his brothers 
about a dream he had. He dreamed 

that he and his brothers were 
putting together bundles of grain. 

Suddenly Joseph’s grain stood up 
and the other bundles bowed 
down to his. The dream meant 
that Joseph would rule over 
his brothers. Now Joseph’s 
brothers really did not like 
Joseph!

Then Joseph had another 
dream. In this dream, Joseph 

saw the sun, the moon, and 11 
stars bowing to him. This dream 

meant all of Joseph’s family would 
one day bow down to Joseph. Now 

Joseph’s brothers were even more jealous.
Some time later, Jacob sent Joseph to 

check on his brothers, who were tending to 
the sheep. When the brothers saw Joseph coming, 

they said, “Here comes the dreamer!” They decided to kill him. But 
Joseph’s brother Reuben said, “Let’s just throw him into a pit.”

When Joseph came, the brothers took off Joseph’s colorful robe 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use a map: Use 
the Old Testament 
Mediterranean Sea 
Map from the Small 
Group Timeline and 
Map Set (005802970) 
to show Canaan, the 
place where Jacob’s 
family lived. Call 
attention to Egypt 
and point out how 
Joseph traveled all 
the way to Egypt with 
the travelers. You may 
also use a world map 
or globe. Canaan was 
in present-day Israel.

• Dramatize 
Joseph’s dreams: 
Tape star shapes high 
on the walls in the 
Teach the Story area. 
For the first dream, 
stand up and bow. 
Invite preschoolers to 
bow with you. For the 
second dream, turn 
off the lights and 
shine a flashlight on 
the star shapes.

The BIBLE Story

8 Preschool Leader Guide
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 Joseph Sent to Egypt
Genesis 37

Jacob and his family lived in the land God had promised to his 
grandfather Abraham and his family. Jacob had 12 sons, but his favorite 
son was Joseph. Jacob gave Joseph a colorful robe. Joseph’s brothers 

saw that Jacob loved Joseph most, and they did not like 
Joseph.

One day, Joseph told his brothers 
about a dream he had. He dreamed 

that he and his brothers were 
putting together bundles of grain. 

Suddenly Joseph’s grain stood up 
and the other bundles bowed 
down to his. The dream meant 
that Joseph would rule over 
his brothers. Now Joseph’s 
brothers really did not like 
Joseph!

Then Joseph had another 
dream. In this dream, Joseph 

saw the sun, the moon, and 11 
stars bowing to him. This dream 

meant all of Joseph’s family would 
one day bow down to Joseph. Now 

Joseph’s brothers were even more jealous.
Some time later, Jacob sent Joseph to 

check on his brothers, who were tending to 
the sheep. When the brothers saw Joseph coming, 

they said, “Here comes the dreamer!” They decided to kill him. But 
Joseph’s brother Reuben said, “Let’s just throw him into a pit.”

When Joseph came, the brothers took off Joseph’s colorful robe 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use a map: Use 
the Old Testament 
Mediterranean Sea 
Map from the Small 
Group Timeline and 
Map Set (005802970) 
to show Canaan, the 
place where Jacob’s 
family lived. Call 
attention to Egypt 
and point out how 
Joseph traveled all 
the way to Egypt with 
the travelers. You may 
also use a world map 
or globe. Canaan was 
in present-day Israel.

• Dramatize 
Joseph’s dreams: 
Tape star shapes high 
on the walls in the 
Teach the Story area. 
For the first dream, 
stand up and bow. 
Invite preschoolers to 
bow with you. For the 
second dream, turn 
off the lights and 
shine a flashlight on 
the star shapes.

and threw him into a pit. Then they saw a caravan of 
people heading to Egypt. They decided to sell Joseph to 
the travelers as a servant. The travelers took Joseph to 
Egypt.

The brothers took Joseph’s robe back to their father. 
Jacob cried loudly because he thought his favorite son was 
dead.

Christ Connection: Joseph’s brothers did not like Joseph, but 
God protected Joseph and used him as part of His plan to rescue 
his family. Many years later, people did not like God’s Son, 
Jesus, and they killed Him. Jesus’ death was God’s plan to rescue 
sinners.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Joseph Sent to Egypt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 37
STORY POINT: Joseph’s brothers sent him to Egypt.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to use the key to find and circle the 7 
hidden items in the picture. Then circle the brother in the 
colorful robe.
SAY • Jacob had a large family with 12 sons, but his favorite 

son was Joseph. Jacob gave Joseph a colorful robe. 
Joseph’s brothers saw that Jacob loved Joseph most, 
and they did not like Joseph.

Sing a song
Sing the lyrics below to the tune of “London Bridge Is 
Falling Down.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune, look it 
up online before the session. 

“ Is there anything God can’t do*, God can’t do, God 
can’t do? 
Is there anything God can’t do?” 
God can do anything!

• “You Are Good” song 
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “The Favorite 
Brother” activity 
page, 1 per child

• markers or crayons
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*Substitute God can help us when we’re sad or other emotions 
in subsequent rounds. Finish each stanza with God can do 
anything. 
SAY • Our big picture question for the next several weeks 

is, Is there anything God cannot do? The answer is, 
God can do all things. Our next several Bible stories 
are about a young man named Joseph. Some sad 
things happened to Joseph, but God used all those 
sad things for Joseph’s good and to rescue His people. 

Paint with watercolors
Arrange paints, brushes, cups of water, and absorbent paper 
on a flat surface. Protect each child’s clothing with a smock. 
Demonstrate how to wet the brush before dipping it into 
the paint. Remind children to rinse the brush before using a 
new color. Say the names of the colors as children paint.
SAY • Look at all the colors! In today’s Bible story, Jacob 

gave his son Joseph a colorful robe. I wonder which 
of these colors were in Joseph’s special robe? Joseph’s 
brothers were jealous of him. They did something 
terrible to him, but God had a plan for Joseph.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. Call 
preschoolers to Bible study by asking children wearing blue 
clothing to come first. Continue naming different colors 
until every child has arrived.

• absorbent paper
• watercolor paint
• paintbrushes
• cups of water
• smocks

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Joseph Sent to Egypt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 37
STORY POINT: Joseph’s brothers sent him to Egypt.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Genesis 37 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s Word, and God’s Word is true! 

The Bible has two parts: the Old Testament and the 
New Testament. The Old Testament tells about the 
things that happened before Jesus was born. Today’s 
story is from the Old Testament Book of Genesis. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Tell or watch the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Joseph’s brothers did not like Joseph. Joseph’s 

brothers sent him to Egypt to be a servant, but 
God protected Joseph and used him as part of His 
plan to rescue his family. Many years later, people 
did not like God’s Son, Jesus, and they killed Him. 
Jesus’ death and resurrection was God’s plan to rescue 
sinners.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Joseph Sent 

to Egypt” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at Hosea 13:4. 
Invite a volunteer to come up and open your Bible to the 
key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Create motions for 
preschoolers to use as they say the key passage. Use the key 
passage song video for inspiration. 
SAY • Our key passage comes from the Old Testament 

Book of Hosea. Hosea was a prophet. A prophet 
gives God’s messages to His people. God wanted His 
people to know that He is the only God and Savior. 

Sing the key passage song, “No God But Me,” and the 
theme song “You Are Good.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Remember Joseph’s dreams? We will hear how God 

made Joseph’s dreams really happen in the next 
weeks’ Bible stories. From this week’s Bible story, 
we see that God can do all things. Is there anything 
God cannot do? God can do all things. God took 
the wrong thing that Joseph’s brothers did to him 
and used it to get Joseph to Egypt like He planned 
all along.

Missions moment 
SAY • Jesus is God’s plan to rescue people from sin. 

Many people in South Asia don’t know that Jesus 
came to rescue them. Watch this video to see some of 
the people in South Asia. Let’s pray that these people 
and everyone in South Asia will hear this good news! 

Show the “Meet the People of South Asia” missions video.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “No God But Me” song
• “You Are Good” song 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Meet the People of 
South Asia” video
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EXPERIENCE The Story

SESSION TITLE: Joseph Sent to Egypt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 37
STORY POINT: Joseph’s brothers sent him to Egypt.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Play “More, More, Most”
Mark the key passage in a Bible. Sit preschoolers in a circle. 
Ask for a volunteer to stand outside the circle. Guide her to 
walk around the circle, tapping each child on the shoulder 
while calling “more…more…more” until finally calling 
“most.” That child will get up and chase the volunteer 
around the circle, trying to tag her to determine who will be 
It next. Invite a child to open the Bible to the key passage. 
Read the key passage to the preschoolers.
SAY • When Jacob gave one of his sons, Joseph, a colorful 

robe, his other sons felt that their father loved Joseph 
most of all. Joseph’s brothers sent him to Egypt 
because they did not like him. God protected Joseph 
and used him in His plan to rescue Joseph’s family. 
Many years later, Jesus, who was part of Jacob’s 
family, rescued sinners when He died and rose again. 

Count people in families 
Set out family photographs and books featuring families. 
Consider using a mobile device to show preschoolers digital 
family photos. Encourage preschoolers to count the people 
in the pictures.
SAY • Jacob had 12 sons, but his favorite son was Joseph. 

Joseph’s brothers saw that Jacob loved Joseph most, 

• Bible
• Key Passage Marker

• family photographs
• books featuring 

families 
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and they did not like Joseph. Joseph’s brothers sent 
him to Egypt, but God protected Joseph and used 
him as part of His plan to rescue his family. Many 
years later, people did not like God’s Son, Jesus, 
and they killed Him. Jesus’ death was God’s plan to 
rescue sinners.

Draw on fabric
Tape fabric to cardboard rectangles. Use a permanent 
marker to print God can do all things. on each fabric square. 
Give each child a fabric square. Provide washable markers 
for preschoolers to decorate their fabric squares. Encourage 
boys and girls to use a variety of colors. Ask the big 
picture question as children create. When a child finishes 
decorating, remove his or her fabric from the cardboard and 
fold tape across the fabric’s edges to prevent fraying. Warn 
children to keep their drawings from getting wet.
SAY • Those colors remind me that Joseph’s brothers took 

his colorful robe and threw him into a pit. Joseph’s 
brothers sent him to Egypt because they were angry, 
but God never forgot about Joseph. God protected 
Joseph and used him as part of His plan to rescue his 
family. Is there anything God cannot do? God can 
do all things. 

Explore bedtime
Gather nighttime items and place the items inside a 
pillowcase. Invite a child to reach in and feel an item. Guide 
him to try to guess what the item is before removing it from 
the pillowcase. Set an alarm on a clock, smartphone, or 
tablet. Unroll a sleeping bag and suggest a child pretend to 
sleep until the alarm “wakes” him.

• light-colored fabric 
pieces (cut into 
8-by-10-inch pieces)

• cardboard support 
pieces (cut into 
8-by-10-inch pieces)

• masking tape
• permanent marker
• markers

• pillowcase
• nighttime items 

(stuffed animal, 
toothbrush, 
pajamas, star shape, 
book)

• smartphone, tablet, 
or alarm clock

• sleeping bag
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SAY • Did you have any dreams when you were pretending 
to sleep? Joseph dreamed his family would bow to 
him. This made Joseph’s brothers angry. Joseph’s 
brothers sent him to Egypt, and let their father 
believe Joseph had died. Years later, God used Joseph 
to rescue his family. That reminds me of Jesus.  
When the angry people killed Him on a cross, they 
didn’t know it was part of God’s plan to rescue us 
from our sin. 

Find faces
Print out the “Face Find” printable. Cut the photos 

apart and hide them around the room. Explain that you 
have hidden pictures of some of the faces preschoolers saw 
in the video about South Asia. Challenge preschoolers to 
search the room to find each image. Set out all the images 
and pray that the people in the photos and others in South 
Asia will hear that Jesus came to rescue them from their sin.
SAY • God wants people in South Asia to know He sent 

His Son, Jesus, to rescue them. God created them, 
and He knows their names. God sends missionaries 
and other Christians to tell them the good news of 
the gospel.

• “Face Find” printable 
• scissors (adult use)

16 Preschool Leader Guide
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve slices of bread and cheese for snack. Offer star-
shaped cookie cutters for children to cut their snack into 
shapes. Remind children that Joseph dreamed the sun, the 
moon, and 11 stars bowed to him. This dream meant all of 
Joseph’s family would one day bow down to Joseph. 

Display the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell portions of the Bible story as needed. 

1. How many sons did Jacob have? (12 sons)
2. What special gift did Jacob give to his son Joseph? (a 

colorful robe)
3. Why didn’t Joseph’s brothers like him? (Their father 

loved Joseph most.)
4. When the brothers sold Joseph to travelers, where 

did they take him? (to Egypt)
5. What did Jacob think happened to his son Joseph? 

(He thought Joseph was dead.)
6. Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• bread slices 

(optional)
• cheese slices 

(optional)
• star-shaped cookie 

cutters (optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “No God But Me” 

song
• “You Are Good” song 
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 4 • Session 2

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 22

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 24

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 26

Unit 4 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Genesis 39–41

STORY POINT: 
God was with Joseph.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Hosea 13:4b

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is there anything God cannot do? God 

can do all things.

Joseph Explained 
Dreams
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2

LEADER Bible Study
Jacob had recognized his favorite son’s bloody robe and concluded that 
his 17-year-old son had been torn apart by a vicious animal. He was 
devastated by the news of Joseph’s apparent death. No one could comfort 
Jacob. (Gen. 37:33-35)

For the next 20 years, Jacob lived with the grief of losing a child. But 
Scripture shows us what Jacob couldn’t see: God was with Joseph, 
making him successful and blessing him in Egypt. Joseph worked for 
Potiphar, an official of Pharaoh, but when Potiphar’s wife falsely accused 
him of attacking her, Joseph ended up in prison.

God gave Joseph the ability to interpret dreams. Pharaoh’s cupbearer 
and baker were also in custody when they each had a dream on the same 
night. “Interpretations belong to God,” Joseph explained. Then Joseph 
told them what the dreams meant. The cupbearer would be restored to 
his position, but the baker would be executed.

Two years later, Pharaoh had a dream which no one could interpret. But 
the cupbearer remembered Joseph and his ability to interpret dreams, 
and Pharaoh summoned Joseph. God revealed what would happen: there 
would be seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine. 

Pharaoh took action, putting Joseph into a position of power to help 
prepare Egypt for the future. He recognized that Joseph was wise and 
that God was with him. God blessed Joseph. In one day, Joseph moved 
from his position in prison to being second in command of Egypt. God 
had elevated Joseph so he could save the lives of many—even his own 
people—during the severe famine.

As you teach boys and girls, point them to our God who is with us and 
blesses us. He blessed us in the greatest way by sending His Son, who 
gave up His position of honor, to be the Savior of the world. He calls us 
to action in sharing the gospel with the whole world.
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 Joseph Explained Dreams
Genesis 39–41

The travelers who took Joseph to Egypt sold him to an important 
man named Potiphar (PAHT ih fuhr). God was with Joseph. Potiphar 
put Joseph in charge of everything he owned. One day, Potiphar’s wife 

told a lie about Joseph, and Potiphar put Joseph in jail.
But God was still with Joseph, even in 

jail. The prison guard put Joseph in 
charge of the other prisoners. Two 

prisoners—the king’s cupbearer 
and baker—each had a dream. 

Nobody knew what their 
dreams meant. Joseph said, 
“God tells me what dreams 
mean. What did you dream?”

The men told their 
dreams. The cupbearer 
dreamed about a vine with 
three branches. Grapes grew 
on the vine, and the cupbearer 

squeezed them into a cup and 
gave it to Pharaoh, the king. The 

baker dreamed that he had three 
baskets of bread on his head. The top 

basket had baked goods for Pharaoh, 
but the birds were eating them out of the 

basket.
Joseph told them what the dreams meant. 

“When your dream happens, tell Pharaoh I don’t belong in jail,” 
Joseph told the cupbearer. The dreams came true and the cupbearer 
went back to work for Pharaoh, but he forgot about Joseph.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Rest and listen: 
Provide towels or 
blankets where 
preschoolers can 
rest. Prompt them 
to pretend to sleep. 
Tell the Bible story as 
they close their eyes 
and listen.

• Use props: Show 
items that relate 
to segments of the 
story. Suggestions 
include a chain, 
grapes, a cup, bread, a 
pillow, heads of grain, 
and a toy cow. Pull 
an item out of a bag 
at the appropriate 
time while telling the 
story. 

The BIBLE Story
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 Joseph Explained Dreams
Genesis 39–41

The travelers who took Joseph to Egypt sold him to an important 
man named Potiphar (PAHT ih fuhr). God was with Joseph. Potiphar 
put Joseph in charge of everything he owned. One day, Potiphar’s wife 

told a lie about Joseph, and Potiphar put Joseph in jail.
But God was still with Joseph, even in 

jail. The prison guard put Joseph in 
charge of the other prisoners. Two 

prisoners—the king’s cupbearer 
and baker—each had a dream. 

Nobody knew what their 
dreams meant. Joseph said, 
“God tells me what dreams 
mean. What did you dream?”

The men told their 
dreams. The cupbearer 
dreamed about a vine with 
three branches. Grapes grew 
on the vine, and the cupbearer 

squeezed them into a cup and 
gave it to Pharaoh, the king. The 

baker dreamed that he had three 
baskets of bread on his head. The top 

basket had baked goods for Pharaoh, 
but the birds were eating them out of the 

basket.
Joseph told them what the dreams meant. 

“When your dream happens, tell Pharaoh I don’t belong in jail,” 
Joseph told the cupbearer. The dreams came true and the cupbearer 
went back to work for Pharaoh, but he forgot about Joseph.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Rest and listen: 
Provide towels or 
blankets where 
preschoolers can 
rest. Prompt them 
to pretend to sleep. 
Tell the Bible story as 
they close their eyes 
and listen.

• Use props: Show 
items that relate 
to segments of the 
story. Suggestions 
include a chain, 
grapes, a cup, bread, a 
pillow, heads of grain, 
and a toy cow. Pull 
an item out of a bag 
at the appropriate 
time while telling the 
story. 

Two years later, Pharaoh had two dreams. In the first 
dream, seven fat cows were eating beside the Nile River. 
Seven thin, sick cows came and ate up the fat cows. In the 
second dream, a thin stalk of wheat with seven small heads 
of grain swallowed a stalk that was growing seven good, ripe 
heads of grain.

Nobody knew what the dreams meant. At last, the 
cupbearer remembered Joseph. Pharaoh sent for Joseph 
and told him about the dream. Joseph said, “God has 
shown you what will happen. There will be seven years of 
good harvests. For seven years after that, not much grain 
will grow. People will be hungry.”

Joseph said, “Find a man to collect part of the grain 
during the seven good years and store it in cities. Then, 
during the seven bad years, there will be food enough for 
people to eat. The people in Egypt will be saved.”

Pharaoh said, “I want you to be in charge of 
collecting and storing the grain. You will be the most 
important man in the land except for me.”

Joseph did his job well, and God was with Him.

Christ Connection: God was with Joseph in Egypt, and 
Joseph was given a big job and lots of authority. God used 
Joseph’s position to help many people. When Jesus left heaven to 
come to earth, He gave up His position of honor so He could 
save people from sin.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Joseph Explained Dreams
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 39–41
STORY POINT: God was with Joseph.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to count the number of items in each 
group and circle groups of seven.
SAY • Have you ever dreamed about grain and cows? In 

today’s Bible story, Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, 
actually did dream about grain and cows. God gave 
Pharaoh these dreams, but Pharaoh didn’t know what 
the dreams meant. Listen to our Bible story to hear 
how God helped Joseph tell Pharaoh the meaning of 
his dreams.

Pat, hop, jump, and clap
Guide boys and girls to count to seven while performing 
different movements. Lead them to pat their knees, jump, 
hop on one foot, or clap seven times each. Ask children to 
suggest additional movements and lead the group to do 
them seven times.  

• “You Are Good” song 
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Pharaoh’s Dream” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• markers or crayons
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SAY • In our Bible story today, Joseph told Pharaoh, the 
king of Egypt, that there would be seven years of 
good harvests when lots of grain would grow. Then 
there would be seven years when not much grain 
would grow and people would not have enough to 
eat. Listen to hear how God used Joseph in His plan 
to provide food for many people.

Build with blocks and farm animals
Set out blocks and a variety of farm animals, being sure 
to include cows. Stack blocks. Count the cows. Suggest a 
child build a fence for a cow. Incorporate animals into block 
towers.  
SAY • In today’s Bible story, God gave Pharaoh, the king of 

Egypt, a dream about seven fat cows and seven thin 
cows. This dream had a special meaning. No one 
could tell Pharaoh what his dream meant, but God 
helped Joseph understand the dream. Listen to hear 
how God used Joseph in His plan.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite children to moo like cows as they move to Bible 
study.

• blocks
• farm animal figures

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Genesis 39 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Today’s Bible story is from the Old Testament Book 

of Genesis, the first book in the Bible. The words in 
the Bible are God’s words. Men wrote the words that 
God told them to write. Let’s hear today’s true story 
about how God used Joseph in His plan.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Tell or watch the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God was with Joseph even though Joseph was 

far away from his home and sad things happened 
to him. God used Joseph to help many people by 
sending him to Egypt and giving him an important 
job. Jesus left His home in heaven so He could save 
many people. Jesus came to earth so He could save 
people from sin.  

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Joseph Explained 

Dreams” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Joseph Explained Dreams
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 39–41
STORY POINT: God was with Joseph.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.
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Practice the key passage 
Before the session, write each word of the key passage on a 
strip of paper. Cut out the key passage marker and place it 
at Hosea 13:4. Invite a volunteer to come up and open your 
Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Show 
preschoolers the strips and read each word. Invite children 
to help you form a paper chain by putting the words in the 
correct order. 
SAY • God is a powerful Savior! He sent Joseph to Egypt to 

help many people, and He sent His own Son, Jesus, 
from heaven to earth to save people from sin. 

Sing the key passage song, “No God But Me,” and the 
theme song “You Are Good.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Remember last week’s Bible story? Joseph’s brothers 

did a wrong thing by sending him to Egypt, but God 
used their wrong choice to do a good thing! Is there 
anything God cannot do? God can do all things. 

Missions moment
Print the “South Asia Color Map” printable in 

color. Distribute the individual country cutouts to seven 
volunteers. Point to the labeled map and share that there 
are seven countries in South Asia. Review the name of each 
country by matching their colors to the labeled map.
SAY • God wants each person in each of these South Asian 

countries to know Jesus left His home in heaven to 
come to earth to save them from sin.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “No God But Me” song
• “You Are Good” song
• paper
• scissors (adult use)
• markers
• tape

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “South Asia Color 
Map” printable
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Joseph Explained Dreams
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 39–41
STORY POINT: God was with Joseph.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Build a storehouse
Use tape to outline a square shape on the floor. Leave one 
side of the square open. The square should be large enough 
for children to walk inside. Guide preschoolers to stack 
blocks along the lines to create a storage building for food. 
When they finish, tell them to pretend to put food inside. 
Consider providing toy food for preschoolers to put in the 
storehouse if available. 
SAY • Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of collecting and 

storing grain so that the people would have enough 
food to eat during the time there would be no 
harvest. God was with Joseph in Egypt. God used 
Joseph’s job to help many people. When Jesus left 
heaven to come to earth, He gave up His position of 
honor so He could save people from sin.

Weigh and measure grain
Post an allergy alert. Demonstrate how to spoon different 
types of uncooked grains into cups and place them on a 
kitchen scale. Encourage a child to record the weights on a 
clipboard. Uncooked grains include rice, corn kernels, oats, 
wheat germ, quinoa, couscous, and so forth. 
SAY • God was with Joseph. He gave Joseph a big job 

in Egypt with a lot of responsibility. Joseph was in 

• tape
• blocks
• toy food (optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• kitchen scale
• uncooked grains
• bowls
• spoons 
• cups
• paper
• clipboard
• marker
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charge of gathering and storing grain so the people 
would not run out of food during the seven years 
when not much would grow. God used Joseph to 
save many people from starving. God sent Jesus to 
rescue people from sin and death when He died on 
the cross. Is there anything God cannot do? God 
can do all things. 

Make a frame
Post an allergy alert. Write the key passage on paper squares. 
Show preschoolers how to glue craft sticks around the 
perimeter to make a frame. Guide preschoolers to glue 
grains to the craft sticks to decorate their frames. Show the 
Bible story picture and recall portions of the Bible story as 
a child creates. Invite a child to help you open the Bible to 
the key passage and point to it. Read it aloud.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God is our Savior, 

or Rescuer. Even though sad things happened to 
Joseph, God was with Joseph. God planned for 
Joseph to be in Egypt, away from his home and 
family, so people would be safe from the famine. 
God also planned for Jesus to leave His home in 
heaven so He could save people from sin.

Gather grain
Cut yellow or brown paper into strips. Print the key passage 
on a few of the strips. Scatter the strips around the room. 
Encourage boys and girls to pretend the paper is grain in a 
field. Challenge preschoolers to collect a certain number of 
strips to form a bundle. Show a preschooler how to put a 
rubber band around her bundle. Call attention to the strips 
with writing on them and read the key passage aloud.

• Allergy Alert 
download

• construction paper
• markers
• scissors (adult use)
• craft sticks
• glue
• uncooked grains
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Bible

Option: Consider 
using a photograph 
of each child 
engaged in Bible-
related play to go 
inside the frames. 
Follow your church’s 
security procedures 
regarding 
photography. 

• yellow or brown paper 
• scissors (adult use) 
• marker
• rubber bands 
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SAY • God was with Joseph. God helped Joseph know the 
meaning of dreams so he could tell Pharaoh what was 
going to happen. Joseph made sure to gather enough 
grain to last during the seven years the grain did not 
grow. Because Joseph was in Egypt, away from his 
home, he could save many people by gathering food 
for them. Jesus left His home in heaven and came to 
earth so he could save many people from sin. 

Sing familiar songs
Tell preschoolers that you will sing a song, and if 

they know the song, they should join you in singing. Sing 
several familiar songs such as “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little 
Star,” “The Wheels on the Bus,” or “Jesus Loves Me.” Allow 
preschoolers to take turns singing a song and inviting the 
rest of the group to join in. Show the “South Asia Color 
Map” and point to Nepal. 
SAY • Remember that Nepal is a country in South 

Asia. The people of Nepal love music. God gave 
missionaries in Nepal a really good idea of how 
they could tell the gospel of Jesus: through music! 
Missionaries work with musicians in Nepal to create 
songs that share God’s love for them. Isn’t that a great 
idea! Can you think of some songs you know about 
Jesus? Who are some people you can sing those songs 
to? 

• “South Asia Color 
Map” printable
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve a story-related snack such as bread, juice, or 
popcorn. Talk about how God was with Joseph. God put 
Joseph in Egypt so he could help many people. Jesus left 
heaven to come to earth so He could save people from sin. 

Display the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell portions of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Who helped the cupbearer, baker, and Pharaoh know 
what their dreams meant? (Joseph)

2. What did Pharaoh see in his dreams? (thin and fat 
cows; thin and full stalks of grain)

3. After the seven years of good harvest, what did 
Joseph say would happen? (Not much grain would 
grow and people would be hungry.)

4. Whom did Pharaoh put in charge of storing the 
grain for everyone? (Joseph)

5. Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 
things.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• story-related snack
• bread (optional) 
• juice (optional) 
• popcorn (optional) 

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “No God But Me” 

song
• “You Are Good” song 
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 34

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 36

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 38

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Genesis 42–46; 50

STORY POINT: 
God used Joseph to save His people.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Hosea 13:4b

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is there anything God cannot do? God 

can do all things.

Unit 4 • Session 3
Joseph Saved His 

Family

Unit 4 • Session 3
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LEADER Bible Study
The land of Egypt enjoyed seven years of plenty before a famine struck, 
just as Pharaoh had dreamed. During that time, Joseph gathered all the 
excess food and stored it in the cities. The famine was severe in every 
land, so Joseph opened the storehouses and sold grain to everyone who 
needed it.

Jacob and his family lived in Canaan, and Jacob sent his sons to Egypt 
for grain. Jacob still felt the sting of losing Joseph. He did not allow his 
youngest son, Benjamin, to go for fear of losing him too. But Joseph wasn’t 
dead. He was in Egypt and had been elevated to a position of authority. As 
his sons headed to Egypt, Jacob had no idea that the journey would lead 
to a family reunion.

Although Joseph recognized his brothers immediately, they did not 
recognize him. When Joseph finally revealed his identity to his brothers, 
they must have been in awe that the brother they sold into slavery was 
now a powerful leader in Egypt! Would Joseph use his authority to rescue 
his family from the famine? Or would he avenge his brothers’ evil against 
him?

What Joseph’s brothers intended for harm, God intended for good. Joseph 
invited his family to come to Egypt where they could thrive. God clearly 
used Joseph to provide for Jacob’s family and establish a remnant. As Jacob 
made his way to Egypt, God spoke to him in a vision and repeated the 
promise He first made to Abraham: “I will make you into a great nation” 
(Gen. 46:3). 

Joseph and his father’s family stayed in Egypt. Before he died, Joseph 
reminded his brothers of God’s promise to their family. (See Gen. 50:24.) 
Despite Egyptian oppression, Jacob’s descendants multiplied. God kept 
His promise, and through the nation of Israel and the tribe of Joseph’s 
brother Judah, God worked out His plan to provide His Son, Jesus Christ, 
to redeem people from sin.
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The BIBLE Story

 Joseph Saved His Family
Genesis 42–46; 50

Jacob and his family needed help. They did not have enough food 
to eat. No one had enough food to eat! Except in Egypt. So Jacob sent 
10 of his sons to Egypt to buy food. His son Benjamin stayed home.

When the brothers got to Egypt, they bowed down 
before Joseph, the man in charge of the food. 

The brothers thought Joseph was a 
stranger, but Joseph knew they were 

his brothers. Many years before, 
they sold him as a servant. Now 

he had an important job in 
Egypt and was very powerful. 
The brothers bowed down to 
Joseph. Joseph’s dreams from a 
long time before were coming 
true.

Joseph said, “Are you here 
to spy on the land?”

The brothers said, “No! We 
are brothers. We have another 

brother at home.”
Joseph said, “Go home and 

bring back your brother.”
Joseph gave the brothers some 

food, and they went home. The brothers 
told their father everything that had happened, 

and their father was very upset. But when all the food 
was gone, Jacob asked his sons to go back to Egypt.

So the brothers took money to buy food. They took their brother 
Benjamin and a special gift for Joseph. The brothers gave Joseph the 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Listen for a word: 
Tell preschoolers to 
listen closely for the 
word food. Every time 
a preschooler hears 
food, he should pat 
his stomach.

• Draw the story: 
As you tell the Bible 
story, draw stick 
figures on a dry erase 
board to represent 
Joseph and his 
brothers. Show how 
the brothers traveled 
to and from Egypt. 
Include drawings of 
bags of grain as they 
appear in the story.
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 Joseph Saved His Family
Genesis 42–46; 50

Jacob and his family needed help. They did not have enough food 
to eat. No one had enough food to eat! Except in Egypt. So Jacob sent 
10 of his sons to Egypt to buy food. His son Benjamin stayed home.

When the brothers got to Egypt, they bowed down 
before Joseph, the man in charge of the food. 

The brothers thought Joseph was a 
stranger, but Joseph knew they were 

his brothers. Many years before, 
they sold him as a servant. Now 

he had an important job in 
Egypt and was very powerful. 
The brothers bowed down to 
Joseph. Joseph’s dreams from a 
long time before were coming 
true.

Joseph said, “Are you here 
to spy on the land?”

The brothers said, “No! We 
are brothers. We have another 

brother at home.”
Joseph said, “Go home and 

bring back your brother.”
Joseph gave the brothers some 

food, and they went home. The brothers 
told their father everything that had happened, 

and their father was very upset. But when all the food 
was gone, Jacob asked his sons to go back to Egypt.

So the brothers took money to buy food. They took their brother 
Benjamin and a special gift for Joseph. The brothers gave Joseph the 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Listen for a word: 
Tell preschoolers to 
listen closely for the 
word food. Every time 
a preschooler hears 
food, he should pat 
his stomach.

• Draw the story: 
As you tell the Bible 
story, draw stick 
figures on a dry erase 
board to represent 
Joseph and his 
brothers. Show how 
the brothers traveled 
to and from Egypt. 
Include drawings of 
bags of grain as they 
appear in the story.

gift and bowed before him. Joseph invited them to his 
house, and they all ate a meal together.

Then Joseph told all of his servants and helpers to 
go away. He turned to the brothers. “I am Joseph, your 
brother!” he said. “You sold me into Egypt, but I know 
God sent me here to save a small part of your family by 
giving them food. Go home and get all of your family 
members and come back to Egypt. You will have enough 
food here.”

The brothers went home and told their father 
everything that had happened. All of Jacob’s family went 
to Egypt. Jacob hugged Joseph, and they cried happy 
tears.

When Jacob died, Joseph’s brothers were afraid. Was 
Joseph going to punish them for what they did? No. 
Joseph said, “You had a bad plan, and you did a bad 
thing. But God planned it for something good. God’s plan 
was good, and God’s plan saved the lives of many people.”

Christ Connection: Joseph’s brothers hurt Joseph, but God 
had a good plan. God used Joseph’s hurt to save His people from 
hunger. One day, people would hurt God’s Son, Jesus. God’s good 
plan was to use Jesus’ death to save His people from sin.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Joseph Saved His Family
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 42–46; 50
STORY POINT: God used Joseph to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Help preschoolers locate the beginning of Joseph’s journey. 
Guide a child to draw a line, tracing the path to the end in 
Egypt. As preschoolers work, recall the highlights in Joseph’s 
life that led him to become second-in-command in Egypt.
SAY • Do you remember the dreams Joseph had that meant 

his family members would bow down to him? Do 
you remember Joseph’s special gift from his father 
and how angry his brothers were? Joseph’s brothers 
sent him to Egypt, but God was with Joseph. Can 
you remember some of the things that happened to 
Joseph in Egypt?

Draw food
Encourage boys and girls to draw food items onto paper 
plates. Invite a child to tell about the foods she has drawn. 
Talk about specific foods and ask whether a child likes or 

• “You Are Good” song 
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Follow Joseph’s 
Journey” activity 
page, 1 per child

• markers or crayons

• paper plates 
• markers or crayons
• construction paper 

(optional)
• blunt-tipped scissors 

(optional)
• glue sticks 

(optional)
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dislikes it. Challenge an older preschooler to cut food out of 
construction paper and glue it onto a plate.
SAY • When you are hungry, what kind of food do you like 

to eat? In today’s Bible story, Jacob and his family did 
not have enough food to eat. No one had enough 
food to eat! Except in Egypt. So Jacob sent 10 of his 
sons to Egypt to buy food. Can you guess who the 
brothers had to see to buy food? Joseph! Listen to the 
Bible story to hear what happened. 

Drive toy cars 
Use painter’s tape to create roads on the floor. Arrange toy 
vehicles by the masking tape roads. Play out traveling on a 
long trip. Talk about making stops along the way for food.  
SAY • Joseph was in Egypt, a long way from his homeland, 

but God had a plan for him to be there. There wasn’t 
much food in the land, and Joseph’s family was 
hungry. His brothers traveled a long way to Egypt 
to buy grain. Listen to hear how God used Joseph to 
rescue his family. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite boys and girls to pretend to drive a car, sail in a boat, 
fly a plane, or ride an animal as they move to Bible study.

• toy vehicles
• painter’s tape

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Joseph Saved His Family
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 42–46; 50
STORY POINT: God used Joseph to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Genesis 42 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God talks to us through His words in the Bible. All 

God’s words are true. Today’s Bible story comes from 
the first book of the Bible: Genesis. Genesis is in the 
Old Testament. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Tell or watch the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Joseph’s brothers traveled to Egypt to buy grain for 

their family. The brothers thought Joseph was a 
stranger, but Joseph knew they were his brothers. 
Years before, Joseph’s brothers hurt him and sent him 
away but God had a good plan. God used Joseph 
to save His people from hunger. One day, people 
would hurt God’s Son, Jesus. God’s good plan was to 
use Jesus’ death to save His people from sin.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Joseph Saved 

His Family” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at Hosea 13:4. 
Invite a volunteer to open your Bible to the key passage. 
Read the key passage aloud. Assign the first part of the key 
passage to the girls and the second part to the boys. Invite 
girls and boys to go back and forth saying their part of the 
key passage to each other. Switch parts and say it again. 
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that there is no Savior 

or Rescuer other than God. Only God could made 
something good out of all of the terrible things that 
happened to Joseph.

Sing the key passage song, “No God But Me,” and the 
theme song “You Are Good.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Do you remember our big picture question? Is there 

anything God cannot do? God can do all things. 
God used all the hard things that happened to Joseph 
to get him to Egypt so he could save his family from 
hunger. God even made Joseph’s dreams from many 
years before come true! God can do all things. 

Missions moment
Show the “Prayer Wheel” image. 

SAY • This is a prayer wheel. Many people in Nepal say 
prayers written on prayer wheels like this one to gods 
who are not real. Let’s pray for the people of Nepal 
to know they can pray to the one true God. Let’s also 
pray that they will hear about God’s good plan to use 
Jesus’ death to save people from sin. 

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “No God But Me” song
• “You Are Good” song 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Prayer Wheel” 
printable
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Joseph Saved His Family
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 42–46; 50
STORY POINT: God used Joseph to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Walk a path
Use painter’s tape to create a path across the room. 
Designate one end of the path as Canaan and the other end 
as Egypt. Invite preschoolers to play out Joseph’s brothers’ 
travels from Canaan to Egypt and back three times: Once 
without their youngest brother, once with their youngest 
brother, and once again with their father. Add interest to 
the game by instructing children to walk in different ways 
such as on their tiptoes, lunging, hopping, and so forth.
SAY • Joseph’s brothers’ sending him to Egypt was wrong, 

but God took what they meant to be mean and used 
it for good. God used Joseph to save His people. 
God made sure that people from the family of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob would live because He 
planned to send His Son, Jesus, through this family. 
One day, people would hurt Jesus. God’s good plan 
was to use Jesus’ death to save His people from sin. 

Wear a disguise
Print the “Disguises” printable onto heavyweight paper. Cut 
out the disguises. Use tape to attach a straw to the back of 
each image. Show a child how to hold a mustache up to 
his face. Look in a mirror or take a picture with a digital 
camera. 

• painter’s tape

• “Disguises” printable
• scissors (adult use)
• tape
• drinking straws
• nonbreaking mirror 

(optional)
• digital camera 

(optional)

Tip: Follow your 
church’s security 
procedures 
regarding 
photographing 
children. 
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SAY • Joseph was not wearing a disguise, but he looked 
very different than he did when he was younger. His 
brothers did not recognize him. They were afraid that 
Joseph would punish them for sending him to Egypt. 
Joseph knew that God planned for everything to 
happen the way it did. Is there anything God cannot 
do? God can do all things. God even planned for 
His Son, Jesus, to save His people from sin.

Sort grain 
Before the session, place varying amounts of grain in 
envelopes and seal. Post an allergy alert. Place the envelopes 
in a Bible at the key passage. Open the Bible, point to the 
verse, and read it. Invite a child to shake the envelopes and 
listen. Guide her to sort the envelopes by sound or weight, 
starting with least to greatest amounts of grain. 
SAY • God used Joseph to save His people. God helped 

Joseph collect enough grain so that he could help 
people when there was not much food. Joseph’s 
brothers hurt Joseph, but God had a good plan. God 
used Joseph’s hurt to save His people from hunger. 
One day, people would hurt God’s Son, Jesus. God’s 
good plan was to use Jesus’ death to save His people 
from sin.

Scoop rice for people in need
Fill a large bowl halfway full with rice. Provide a measuring 
cup and ziplock bag for each preschooler. Direct 
preschoolers to wash their hands. Assist preschoolers in 
scooping a certain measurement of rice from the bowl into 
a ziplock bag. Help them close the bag securely. Consider 
placing a label on the ziplock bag containing cooking 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• envelopes
• dried grain

• large bag of rice
• large bowl
• measuring cups
• sandwich size ziplock 

bags
• labels (optional)
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instructions. Donate the rice to a local food pantry or to 
people in your community who do not have enough food.
SAY •  There was not enough food for Jacob’s family, but 

God used Joseph to save His people. There are 
people today who do not have enough food to eat. 
Let’s pray that the people who get this rice will not 
only have enough food to eat, but that they will put 
their trust in God’s good plan to use Jesus’ death to 
save them from sin. 

Make “Po Cha” 
Post an allergy alert. Fill a teapot two-thirds full 

with water. Fill a plastic cup with water. Empty a packet of 
fruit drink mix into another plastic cup. 

Explain to preschoolers that they will make pretend 
Po Cha. Explain that Po Cha is a traditional drink shared 
with guests in Nepal. Point to the teapot and explain that 
to make real Po Cha, you need hot water and salt. Ask a 
child to help you add the “salt” (fruit drink mix) to the 
teapot. Invite another child to help pour in the remaining 
ingredient—yak butter (cup of water). Tell preschoolers that 
Po Cha means “butter tea.” Stir the ingredients and pour the 
pretend Po Cha into small cups for preschooler to enjoy. 
SAY • Real Po Cha takes a long time to prepare, but the 

tasty results are worth the wait. Waiting can be hard. 
In today’s Bible story, Joseph had to wait a long time 
before he could see that God had a plan for the hard 
things that happened to him. God used Joseph to 
save His people. God used Joseph’s hurt to save His 
people from hunger. One day, people would hurt 
God’s Son, Jesus. God’s good plan was to use Jesus’ 
death to save His people from sin.

• Allergy Alert 
download

• teapot
• water
• plastic cups
• fruit drink mix
• mixing spoon
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve wholegrain O-shaped cereal for snack. Comment 
that today’s snack is made from grain. Remind children that 
Joseph’s brothers traveled to Egypt to buy grain because 
there was not much food in their homeland. Mention that 
God used Joseph to save His people from going hungry.

Display the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell portions of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Why did Joseph’s brothers go to Egypt? (to buy food)
2. Who was in charge of selling food in Egypt? (Joseph)
3. Why did the brothers not recognize Joseph? (It had 

been a very long time since they had seen each other.)
4. What did Joseph tell his family to do so that they 

would have enough food? (come live in Egypt)
5. Why were the brothers afraid? (They thought Joseph 

would punish them.)
6. Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• O-shaped cereal 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “No God But Me” 

song
• “You Are Good” song 
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 3

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 46

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 48

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 50

Isaiah 9; Luke 2

STORY POINT: Jesus brings peace 
between God and people.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Hosea 13:4b

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is there anything God cannot do? God 

can do all things.

Christmas • Session 3
Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
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LEADER Bible Study
From the moment sin entered the world, its consequences were obvious. 
God’s people were separated from Him; they did not enjoy the intimate 
relationship with their Creator for which He had created them. People 
were affected by sickness and pain. Corruption spread quickly throughout 
the earth. The situation seemed hopeless, yet God did not leave His people 
without hope.

It was into this hopelessness that God spoke. Hundreds of messages came 
through the prophets concerning a coming Messiah—One who would 
rescue people from their sins. But when would this Promised One come? 
How would He come? Would the people recognize Him? 

The prophet Isaiah—who lived hundreds of years before Jesus was born—
spoke specifically of the Messiah’s birth. Isaiah told King Ahaz what the 
Lord would do. “The virgin will conceive, have a son, and name him 
Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). He described the birth of a “Prince of Peace”—a 
Son of David who will reign forever. (Isa. 9:6-7) Isaiah said that He would 
be a King! (Isa. 11:1-5)

Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true. Hundreds of years 
later, Jesus was born into the world. After Jesus was born, Mary laid Him 
in a manger. A king in a manger! It was so unlikely. But Jesus was no 
ordinary baby. He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble of positions, 
“not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life—a ransom for many” 
(Matt. 20:28).

God’s plan to rescue people from sin was not a secret plan. God gave His 
people hope: A Savior is coming. Though death came through Adam, 
life comes through Christ. (1 Cor. 15:22) Through His death on the 
cross, Jesus finished the work for our salvation. In Him lies our hope of 
forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, reconciles to God 
everyone who trusts in Him.
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 Jesus Was Born
Isaiah 9; Luke 2

When Adam and Eve first sinned, the peaceful relationship between 
people and God was broken. But God promised to send a Rescuer. Many 
years later, Isaiah the prophet said, “A son will be given to us! He will be 

called the Prince of Peace.” Isaiah said the Prince of Peace 
would be from Galilee. God chose to send His 

Son, Jesus, to earth as a baby, and He 
chose Mary to be Jesus’ mother. 

When Mary was pregnant with 
Baby Jesus, a man named Caesar 

Augustus sent out an order to all 
the people in the land: “Everyone 
must go to his hometown to be 
counted!” Caesar Augustus was 
the emperor of Rome, and he 
wanted a list of all the people 
who were living in the land.

Mary was going to marry to 
Joseph. Since Joseph was part 

of King David’s family, he and 
Mary left Nazareth in Galilee and 

traveled to Bethlehem, the city of 
David.
While they were there, Mary was 

ready to have her baby. Mary and Joseph 
looked for a safe place to stay, but every place 

was full because of all the people who were in town 
to be counted. So Mary and Joseph found a place where animals were 
kept, and that is where Mary had her baby, Jesus. She wrapped Him 
tightly in cloth so He would be warm, and she laid Him in a manger.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Act it out: Choose 
children to be Mary, 
Joseph, the angel, 
and shepherds. 
Wrap a doll in a 
blanket to be Jesus. 
Use costumes if 
available and guide 
the children to act 
out the Bible story as 
you tell it. 

• Find it: Hide 
the pieces of an 
unbreakable, realistic 
manger scene around 
the room. Send 
children to find the 
pieces and bring 
them to you. Add the 
pieces to the manger 
scene as you mention 
them in the story.

The BIBLE Story
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 Jesus Was Born
Isaiah 9; Luke 2

When Adam and Eve first sinned, the peaceful relationship between 
people and God was broken. But God promised to send a Rescuer. Many 
years later, Isaiah the prophet said, “A son will be given to us! He will be 

called the Prince of Peace.” Isaiah said the Prince of Peace 
would be from Galilee. God chose to send His 

Son, Jesus, to earth as a baby, and He 
chose Mary to be Jesus’ mother. 

When Mary was pregnant with 
Baby Jesus, a man named Caesar 

Augustus sent out an order to all 
the people in the land: “Everyone 
must go to his hometown to be 
counted!” Caesar Augustus was 
the emperor of Rome, and he 
wanted a list of all the people 
who were living in the land.

Mary was going to marry to 
Joseph. Since Joseph was part 

of King David’s family, he and 
Mary left Nazareth in Galilee and 

traveled to Bethlehem, the city of 
David.
While they were there, Mary was 

ready to have her baby. Mary and Joseph 
looked for a safe place to stay, but every place 

was full because of all the people who were in town 
to be counted. So Mary and Joseph found a place where animals were 
kept, and that is where Mary had her baby, Jesus. She wrapped Him 
tightly in cloth so He would be warm, and she laid Him in a manger.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Act it out: Choose 
children to be Mary, 
Joseph, the angel, 
and shepherds. 
Wrap a doll in a 
blanket to be Jesus. 
Use costumes if 
available and guide 
the children to act 
out the Bible story as 
you tell it. 

• Find it: Hide 
the pieces of an 
unbreakable, realistic 
manger scene around 
the room. Send 
children to find the 
pieces and bring 
them to you. Add the 
pieces to the manger 
scene as you mention 
them in the story.

Nearby, some shepherds were staying out in the fields 
and watching their sheep to protect them from thieves and 
wild animals. All of a sudden, an angel of the Lord stood 
before them. A bright light shone around the shepherds, 
and they were scared!

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I have 
good news for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the 
Lord, was born for you in the city of David.” Then the angel 
said, “Go find the baby. He will be wrapped in cloth and 
lying in a manger.”

All of a sudden, many angels appeared. They praised 
God and said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to people He favors!”

So the shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find 
Baby Jesus. They found Him, and they told others about 
Him. Everyone who heard about Jesus was surprised and 
amazed. Mary thought about everything that was happening 
and tried to understand it. The shepherds returned to 
their fields, and they praised God because everything had 
happened just as the angel had said.

Christ Connection: Jesus was born! This was very good news! 
Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent Jesus 
to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to bring peace 
between people and God.

4545God’s People in Egypt



INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus brings peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to look at the first picture and then 
circle the eight things that are different in the second 
picture. 
SAY • An angel appeared to some shepherds in a field in 

today’s Bible story. The angel had very good news 
for the shepherds. The angel’s message is good news 
for us, too. Let’s listen to our Bible story to hear this 
good news. 

Play a quiet game 
Form a circle on the floor. Tell preschoolers that they must 
sit very quietly without making a sound. You will walk 
around the outside of the circle and tap the quietest child 
on the shoulder. That child will quietly stand up, walk 
around the circle, and gently tap the quietest child in the 
circle. That child will stand up while the other child takes 

• “You Are Good” song 
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Find the 
Differences” activity 
page, 1 per child

• markers or crayons
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her place in the circle. Continue play as time allows.
SAY • That was a very peaceful game. Does your mom or 

dad ever say they want some peace and quiet? We are 
talking about peace in today’s Bible story, but not 
that kind of peace. The peace we are talking about 
is the peace we have with God when we turn from 
sin and follow Jesus. We do not have to be afraid of 
God’s anger toward our sin because Jesus took the 
punishment for our sin. Listen to our Bible story 
to hear how Jesus brings peace between God and 
people. 

Make Christmas cards
Show preschoolers how to fold construction paper in half 
to form a card. Provide markers, manger scenes cut from 
old Christmas cards, glue, or manger scene stickers for 
preschoolers to decorate their cards. Ask preschoolers to 
think of someone they could give their card to. Encourage 
children to dictate a message for you to write on their 
cards. You may also help older preschoolers write their own 
message. 
SAY • We celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas. These cards 

tell our families and friends that Jesus was born just 
as God promised! In today’s Bible story, angels told 
the good news that Jesus was born. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to move to Bible study while pretending 
to be sheep.

• construction paper
• crayons and markers
• old Christmas cards
• manger scene 

stickers
• glue

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Place bookmarks at Isaiah 9 and Luke 2 in a Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible tells us the true story of Jesus’ birth. In the 

Old Testament Book of Isaiah, the prophet Isaiah said 
the Rescuer, or Prince of Peace, would come. In the 
New Testament Book of Luke, we can read the story 
of Jesus’ birth.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Tell or watch the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • When Adam and Eve first sinned, the peaceful 

relationship between God and people was broken. 
God promised to send a Rescuer. God sent Jesus to 
earth from heaven. Jesus brings peace between God 
and people. Jesus was born just as Isaiah said He 
would be. 

• Bible 
• bookmarks
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Jesus Was Born” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus brings peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.
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Practice the key passage 
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at Hosea 13:4. 
Invite a volunteer to come up and open your Bible to the 
key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Shake bells as you 
repeat the key passage several times. 
SAY • Isaiah wrote that God promised to send a Rescuer. 

Savior is another name for Rescuer. We know that 
Jesus is the Savior, sent from God to bring peace 
between God and people.  

Sing the key passage song, “No God But Me,” and the 
theme song “You Are Good.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question asks, Is there anything God 

cannot do? God can do all things. Many of God’s 
prophets, like Isaiah, told about Jesus before He was 
born. They said God was planning to send a Rescuer 
who would bring peace. God did what He promised! 

Missions moment
Lead preschoolers to sit in a circle. Give a child 

an apple. Play music as preschoolers pass the apple around 
the circle. Stop the music. The child holding the apple gets 
to ask the big picture question. Lead the group to respond 
with the answer. Play several rounds as time allows. 
SAY • Many people in China give each other “peace apples” 

as gifts at Christmas, but most don’t know that Jesus 
came to bring peace between God and people. We 
can pray that many people in China will hear and 
believe this good news!

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “No God But Me” song
• “You Are Good” song 
• jingle bells

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• real or toy apple
• “No God But Me” song 

(optional)
• “You Are Good” song 

(optional)
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Spell JESUS
Write the letters that spell JESUS on index cards, one letter 
per card. Write JESUS on a sheet of paper in large print. 
Encourage the children to put the cards in order to spell 
JESUS. You may also use alphabet blocks or magnetic letters 
instead of writing letters on cards. 
SAY • Jesus was born! This was very good news! Jesus was 

not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent 
Jesus to earth from heaven. Our sin separates us from 
God, but Jesus brings peace between God and 
people. We celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas! 

Make sheep ornaments
Print the “Sheep Ornament” printable on heavyweight 
paper. Cut out one sheep for each child. Cut white tissue 
paper into 1-inch squares. Tear off a sheet of waxed paper 
for each child. 

Guide preschoolers to place their ornament on their 
waxed paper. Slightly thin white glue with water and brush 
it all over a child’s sheep ornament. Guide a preschooler to 
cover his sheep with squares of white tissue. Brush on more 
glue and invite him to add additional layers of white tissue 
if desired. 

Punch a hole in the ornament and loop a ribbon 

• index cards
• markers
• large sheet of paper
• alphabet blocks 

(optional)
• magnetic letters 

(optional)
• baking sheet 

(optional) 

• “Sheep Ornament” 
printable

• heavyweight paper
• scissors
• tissue paper
• waxed paper
• white glue
• water
• plastic cup
• paintbrush
• hole punch
• ribbon

EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus brings peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.
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through the hole. Lay the ornament on a fresh square of 
waxed paper to dry and transport home. 
SAY • The shepherds were in the field watching their sheep 

when they saw an angel of the Lord and a bright 
light! The angel told them “Do not be afraid. I 
have good news for you. Today a Savior has been 
born.” Jesus is our Savior who rescues us from sin. 
Sin separates us from God, but Jesus brings peace 
between God and people.

Find manger scene pieces
Cover a table with a sheet or tablecloth. Place a large plastic 
tub filled with artificial straw or shredded paper on the 
table. Hide unbreakable, realistic manger scene figures in 
the bin. Encourage children to dig in the paper and find 
the hidden figures. Suggest children arrange the figures and 
retell the Bible story in their own words. Invite children to 
hide the figures for other children to find when they finish.
SAY • We see scenes like these at Christmas. Do you have 

one at your house? The figure of Jesus reminds us 
that God sent His own Son to be our Rescuer. Is 
there anything God cannot do? God can do all 
things. Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s 
Son. Jesus brings peace between God and people.

Listen to jingle bells
Help a preschooler thread four jingle bells on a chenille 
stem. Twist the chenille stem closed to make a circle. 
Guide preschoolers to take turns dropping their jingle bell 
bracelets into a tub or bucket.  Talk about the happy sounds 
the bells make. Give each child a bell bracelet and sing 
familiar Christmas songs about Jesus together. 

• plastic tub
• artificial straw or 

shredded paper
• unbreakable manger 

scene figures
• sheet or tablecloth

• jingle bells, 4 per 
bracelet

• chenille stems
• tub or bucket
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SAY • The bells make a happy Christmas sound. Christmas 
is a happy time because we remember that God sent 
Jesus to be the Rescuer, or Savior. Our sin separates 
us from God, but Jesus brings peace between God 
and people. We celebrate this very good news! We 
sing songs, send cards, and celebrate in many ways! 
Jesus is born!

Pray and enjoy peace apples
Post an allergy alert. Slice enough apples to give 

each preschooler three apple slices. Remind preschoolers 
that many people in China give each other “peace apples” at 
Christmas. Explain that you all will say a specific prayer for 
each apple slice. 

• First slice: Pray that more people will go to China to 
tell the good news about Jesus. 

• Second slice: Pray that many people in China will 
trust in Jesus to rescue them from sin. 

• Third slice: Pray that followers of Jesus in China will 
tell other people in China the good news about Jesus. 

SAY • A lot of people celebrate Christmas in China but 
most do not know the real reason for the celebration. 
They do not know that Christmas is when we 
celebrate Jesus’ birth! When you are at home with 
your family this week, remember to pray for the 
people of China.

• Allergy Alert 
download

• apples
• knife (adult use only)
• plates
• napkins
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Consider serving manger sandwiches for a snack if your 
group did not already eat apples. Make sandwiches with 
bread and jelly. Trim crusts. Cut each sandwich into four 
triangles. Turn each quarter so the longest side is on top. 
Show a preschooler how to insert two pretzel sticks for the 
manger legs. Sprinkle shredded cheese on top to serve as 
hay. Remind children that Jesus brings peace between 
God and people.

Display the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell portions of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Where did Mary put Baby Jesus? (in a manger)
2. Who heard the news that a Savior was born? (the 

shepherds)
3. Who told the shepherds this good news? (an angel)
4. Where did the shepherds go to find Baby Jesus? 

(Bethlehem)
5. Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• bread (optional) 
• jelly (optional) 
• knife (teacher use) 

(optional)
• pretzel sticks 

(optional)
• shredded cheese 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “No God But Me” 

song
• “You Are Good” song 
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 4 • Session 4 

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 58

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 60

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 62

Unit 4 • Session 4 

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Exodus 1–4

STORY POINT: 
God chose Moses to save His people.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Hosea 13:4b

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is there anything God cannot do? God 

can do all things.

Moses Was Born 
and Called
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4

LEADER Bible Study
Moses was born into a culture that hated his people. The Israelites—
descendants of Israel (Jacob)—had set up their home in Egypt when a 
famine forced them to seek out food. They became so numerous that 
Pharaoh felt threatened and forced them into slavery. But their families 
still grew, and Pharaoh instituted an unimaginable method of population 
control: kill all of the baby boys.

Moses’ story is a clear picture of God’s sovereignty. Not only was Moses’ 
life spared by the Egyptian princess, Moses’ mother was able to care for 
him. Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s house and then spent years shepherding 
in Midian before God called him to his task.

Imagine the encounter between God and Moses at the burning bush. God 
drew a curious Moses to Himself and then spoke: “Moses, Moses!”

God identified Himself as the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. He 
testified to His own grace: “I have observed the misery of my people … 
and I know about their sufferings … I am sending you … so that you may 
lead my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt” (Ex. 3:7-10).

God revealed His name: “I AM WHO I AM.” The most basic and 
important fact about God is that He exists; He always has and always will 
exist. God does not change. God revealed to Moses who He is so that the 
people would trust in Him.

Help the preschoolers you teach understand that God rescued Moses to 
deliver His people from captivity. Emphasize how the calling of Moses 
points to a greater calling and rescue—the call of Jesus to come to earth to 
save God’s people from sin.
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The BIBLE Story

Moses Was Born and Called
Exodus 1–4

Joseph’s family lived in Egypt for many years. The family grew 
bigger and bigger. All the people in the family were called Israelites 
because they came from the family of Jacob, who was called Israel.

After Joseph died, a new pharaoh, or king, took over 
Egypt. The new king did not like the 

Israelites. He made them work very 
hard, and he was afraid because there 

were so many of them. The king 
ordered all of their baby boys to 

be killed.
Around this time, a woman 

had a baby boy. She wanted 
him to live, so she hid him. 
When the baby was bigger, she 
put him in a basket and set 
the basket at the edge of the 
river. The baby’s older sister, 
Miriam, stayed nearby to watch 

the basket.
Soon, the princess of Egypt 

went to the river to take a bath. 
She found the basket and the baby 

inside, and she felt sorry for the baby. 
The princess wanted the baby to be her 

son. The princess named the baby Moses.
When Moses grew up, he left Egypt and went to 

Midian. Moses found a job as a shepherd, taking care of sheep. He got 
married and had a family.

Back in Egypt, the king had died and a new king took over. But the 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: Show 
story-related objects 
as you tell the story. 
Use a baby doll, a 
basket, a stuffed 
or plastic sheep, 
branches from a 
bush, and a sandal.

• Draw and follow: 
Post three blank 
sheets of paper in 
different locations 
around the room. 
While telling 
the story, guide 
preschoolers to follow 
you. On one sheet of 
paper, draw water and 
a basket with a baby 
while talking about 
baby Moses. Move to 
the next sheet and 
draw a sheep while 
mentioning that 
when Moses was older, 
he was a shepherd 
and took care of 
sheep. Move to the 
next sheet and draw a 
bush and fire. 
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Moses Was Born and Called
Exodus 1–4

Joseph’s family lived in Egypt for many years. The family grew 
bigger and bigger. All the people in the family were called Israelites 
because they came from the family of Jacob, who was called Israel.

After Joseph died, a new pharaoh, or king, took over 
Egypt. The new king did not like the 

Israelites. He made them work very 
hard, and he was afraid because there 

were so many of them. The king 
ordered all of their baby boys to 

be killed.
Around this time, a woman 

had a baby boy. She wanted 
him to live, so she hid him. 
When the baby was bigger, she 
put him in a basket and set 
the basket at the edge of the 
river. The baby’s older sister, 
Miriam, stayed nearby to watch 

the basket.
Soon, the princess of Egypt 

went to the river to take a bath. 
She found the basket and the baby 

inside, and she felt sorry for the baby. 
The princess wanted the baby to be her 

son. The princess named the baby Moses.
When Moses grew up, he left Egypt and went to 

Midian. Moses found a job as a shepherd, taking care of sheep. He got 
married and had a family.

Back in Egypt, the king had died and a new king took over. But the 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: Show 
story-related objects 
as you tell the story. 
Use a baby doll, a 
basket, a stuffed 
or plastic sheep, 
branches from a 
bush, and a sandal.

• Draw and follow: 
Post three blank 
sheets of paper in 
different locations 
around the room. 
While telling 
the story, guide 
preschoolers to follow 
you. On one sheet of 
paper, draw water and 
a basket with a baby 
while talking about 
baby Moses. Move to 
the next sheet and 
draw a sheep while 
mentioning that 
when Moses was older, 
he was a shepherd 
and took care of 
sheep. Move to the 
next sheet and draw a 
bush and fire. 

new king still made the Israelites work very hard. They 
cried out to God for help. God heard their cries, and He 
planned to help them.

One day, Moses saw a bush on fire. The angel of the 
LORD was in the fire, and the bush was not burning up. 
Suddenly, God called from the bush, “Moses! Moses!”

“Here I am,” Moses said.
God told Moses to take off his sandals. Then God said, 

“My people are suffering. I want you to lead them out of 
Egypt to a good land I have for them. First, lead them into 
the desert so they can worship Me.”

“What if they ask for Your name? What should I tell 
them?” Moses asked.

God said, “I AM WHO I AM. Tell them: I AM has sent 
me to you.” God warned that Moses’ job would not be easy. 
The king in Egypt would say no, but God promised that the 
king would one day let God’s people go. So Moses headed 
back to Egypt.

Christ Connection: God saved Moses’ life so Moses could grow 
up and save God’s people from the Egyptian king. God used His 
Son, Jesus, to save people in an even better way. God sent Jesus to 
earth, and Jesus gave up His life to save us from our sin.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Moses Was Born and Called
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 1–4
STORY POINT: God chose Moses to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to use the key to find and circle baby 
Moses.
SAY • The next few weeks, we will hear a lot about a man 

named Moses. Moses was part of Jacob’s family. He 
was born in Egypt many years after Joseph died. 
When he was a baby, his mom put him in a basket 
and set the basket at the edge of a river. Listen to our 
Bible story to hear what happened after Moses’ mom 
hid him. 

• “You Are Good” song 
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Where Did Moses 
Go” activity page, 
1 per child

• markers or crayons
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Search for Moses
Show a baby doll to the children. Ask boys and girls to close 
their eyes while you hide the doll somewhere in the room. 
Instruct children to open their eyes and look around the 
classroom for the hidden baby. Continue playing the game, 
allowing children to take turns hiding the baby.  
SAY • A mother hid her baby boy to keep him safe. The 

princess found the basket, and she wanted the baby 
to be her son. She named the baby Moses. 

Match the shoes
Gather two large boxes and several pairs of different types 
of shoes. Separate the pairs by putting one shoe into each 
box. Call children together and empty the contents of one 
box in a pile on the floor. Invite a child to select a shoe from 
the box and find its match among the shoes on the floor. Be 
sure to sanitize hands after playing. 
SAY • After Moses grew up, he was caring for the sheep in 

a field. He noticed that a bush was on fire. Then 
he heard a voice call his name, and God told him 
to take off his sandals because the place where he 
was standing was holy ground. Moses obeyed and 
listened to what God said.  

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. Call 
preschoolers to come to Bible study by calling their names. 
Lead preschoolers to respond with “Here I am!” when they 
arrive.

• baby doll

• large boxes, 2
• pairs of shoes
• hand sanitizer

Option: Invite 
preschoolers 
to take off 
their shoes. Use 
preschoolers’ shoes 
to match. 

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Moses Was Born and Called
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 1–4
STORY POINT: God chose Moses to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Exodus 1 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Today’s Bible story is from Exodus, the second book 

in the Bible. We will hear the true story about a man 
named Moses, whom God chose to save His people.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Tell or watch the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • After Jacob’s whole family moved to Egypt to be with 

Joseph, their family became larger and larger. Joseph 
died, and the new king forced his whole family to 
work hard. God chose Moses to save His people, 
the Israelites, from the king in Egypt and get them 
to the land He planned to give them. God used His 
Son, Jesus, to save people in an even better way. Jesus 
gave up His life to save people from sin.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Moses Was Born 

and Called” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Print the key passage on two strips of paper. Cut one strip 
into several pieces and tape them on the wall all around 
the room. Cut out the key passage marker and place it at 
Hosea 13:4. Invite a volunteer to open your Bible to the key 
passage. Read the words from the uncut key passage strip. 
Invite boys and girls to look around the room and retrieve 
the pieces. Work together to assemble the segments and 
read the verse again. 
SAY • God rescued Moses when he was a baby because He 

planned for Moses to lead His people. God planned 
to rescue His people in an amazing way to show that 
there is no God but Him! He is the Savior!

Sing the key passage song, “No God But Me,” and the 
theme song “You Are Good.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Moses was surprised God wanted him to lead His 

people. Moses did not think he could do it. He was 
right! Moses couldn’t save God’s people on his own. 
God would save His people through Moses. Is there 
anything God cannot do? God can do all things. 

Missions moment
SAY • The Bagbys* are missionaries living in 

Nepal. God gave them an important job in His plan. 
God is using the Bagbys to share the good news 
about Jesus with the Tibetan people in Nepal. Let’s 
see how God is working through the Bagby family. 

Show the “Mountain Tops” missions video.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• paper
• scissors (adult use) 
• marker
• tape
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “No God But Me” song
• “You Are Good” song 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Mountain Tops” 
missions video

* Name has been 
changed for 
security reasons.
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Moses Was Born and Called
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 1–4
STORY POINT: God chose Moses to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Sing and move
Walk in a circle, clap hands, and sing to the tune of “B-I-N-
G-O”: 

“ The Israelites, the Israelites,  
Who did God choose to lead them?  
M-O-S-E-S, M-O-S-E-S, M-O-S-E-S  
will lead them out of Egypt.”

Repeat the song and replace each letter of Moses’ name with 
a clap, stomp, or hop. Sing again with the lyrics below:

“ People, people everywhere,  
Who did God send to save them?  
J-E-S-U-S, J-E-S-U-S, J-E-S-U-S  
saves His people from sin.”

SAY • The Egyptian king made God’s people work very 
hard. God heard His people cry out for help and 
planned to rescue them, but who would lead them? 
God chose Moses to save His people, the Israelites. 
Years later, God planned to save people in an even 
greater way—from their sin. Who would save them? 
Jesus! Jesus gave up His life to save us from our sin. 

Weave a basket
Cut paper into strips. Fold a paper plate in half. Beginning 
at the fold cut parallel slits about an inch apart toward the 

• paper plates, 1 per 
child

• scissors (adult use)
• construction paper
• stapler
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curved edge, leaving a 1-inch border. Unfold. Give a child 
a plate and some construction paper strips. Demonstrate 
how to weave the strips through the plate to create a woven 
basket. Staple a paper strip to the plate to form a handle.
SAY • To save her baby’s life, an Israelite mother put her 

baby boy into a basket and set him at the edge of 
the river. The princess of Egypt found the baby and 
named him Moses. God saved Moses’ life so Moses 
could grow up and rescue His people from Egypt. 
Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 
things. God knew that everyone in the world needs 
to be saved from sin, so Jesus, God’s Son, came to 
earth and gave up His life on the cross. Jesus saves us 
from sin.

Paint with leaves
Gather a few leaves and tape them together to fashion a 
brush. Squirt red, yellow, and orange paint onto a foam 
plate. Help a child put on a smock. Show a child how to 
dip the leaves into the paint and touch it to a sheet of paper.  
Clean hands with wipes as needed. Set aside artwork to dry.
SAY • Moses was surprised to discover a bush that was on 

fire that was not burning up. Moses heard God’s 
voice coming from the bush. God chose Moses to 
save His people and lead them out of Egypt. God 
sent His Son, Jesus, to save people in a better way. 
Jesus gave up His life to save us from our sin.  

Care for a baby
Place the key passage marker in a Bible at Hosea 13:4. 
Show a child how to swaddle a baby doll. Pretend to feed a 
baby, rock a baby, or read a story. Open the Bible to the key 

• Allergy Alert 
printable

• leaves
• tape
• red, yellow, and 

orange paint
• foam plate
• smocks
• paper
• wipes

• Key Passage Marker
• Bible
• baby dolls
• blankets
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passage and read it aloud. Point out the chapter and verse. 
Ask a child to repeat the passage.
SAY • When baby Moses was in a basket at the edge of 

the river, his sister watched to make sure he was 
safe. God saved Moses by sending the princess to 
find him. All through Moses’ life, God was getting 
him ready for the hard job of leading His people. 
Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 
things. Even better than saving the Israelites from the 
Egyptians, God planned to save people from every 
generation from their sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, 
to rescue us.

Explore a backpack
Pack a backpack with the following items: 

flashlight, water bottle, umbrella, camera, granola bar, 
and Bible. Explain that most Tibetans live high in the 
mountains of Nepal. Remind preschoolers how the Bagbys 
must hike to get to the Tibetan people. Invite preschoolers 
to take turns pulling an item out of the backpack. Invite 
preschoolers to guess how the Bagbys might use each item.
SAY • God chose Moses to save His people. God chose 

the Bagbys to be missionaries to the Tibetan people 
in Nepal. Moses’ job was not easy, and the Bagbys’ 
job is not easy either. Getting to the people living 
in the mountains is very hard. The Bagbys need to 
be ready for anything like snow, rain, wind, and 
darkness; so they always carry a backpack with 
supplies. God is helping the Bagbys like He helped 
Moses. The Bagbys are telling the Tibetan people 
how Jesus gave up His life to save them from sin.

• backpack
• flashlight
• water bottle
• umbrella
• camera
• granola bar
• Bible 
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve soft foods for snack that a baby might eat such as 
applesauce or bananas. Comment that babies need to eat 
soft, easy-to-chew foods. God saved Moses’ life when he was 
a baby so he could grow up and save God’s people from the 
Egyptian king. God chose Moses to save His people. 

Display the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell portions of the Bible story as needed.

1. How did the Israelite mother keep her baby boy safe? 
(hid him, put him in a basket at the river’s edge)

2. Who found the baby boy in the basket? (the princess 
of Egypt)

3. What did the princess name the baby? (Moses)
4. What did God want Moses to do? (God chose 

Moses to save His people.)
5. What did God tell Moses to say if people asked His 

name? (I AM WHO I AM.)
6. Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• soft foods (optional) 

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “No God But Me” 

song
• “You Are Good” song 
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 4 • Session 5

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 70

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 72

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 74

The Plagues and 
the Passover

Unit 4 • Session 5

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Exodus 5–12

STORY POINT: 
God rescued His people.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Hosea 13:4b

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is there anything God cannot do? God 

can do all things.
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LEADER Bible Study
God had a plan to rescue the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt. He 
chose and called Moses for the task and allowed Moses’ brother, Aaron, 
to help him.

Moses and Aaron faced a huge obstacle in leading the Israelites out of 
Egypt, and his name was Pharaoh. Pharaoh did not recognize the Lord’s 
authority: “Who is the Lord that I should obey him by letting Israel go?” 
(Ex. 5:2) Pharaoh hardened his heart against the Lord, but all of this fit 
into God’s plan to reveal to Pharaoh—and all of Egypt—who He is.

First, God sent a series of plagues that wrecked Egypt. The plagues were 
acts of judgment designed to show the Egyptians who God is—and the 
Egyptians learned their lesson. Read Exodus 8:19; 9:20,27; and 10:7.

The tenth plague was the most severe and had the greatest impact on the 
Egyptian people. God told Moses that around midnight, every firstborn 
male in Egypt would die. But God gave specific instructions to the 
Israelites. They were to slaughter a lamb or goat and put its blood on their 
doorposts. The blood on the doorpost would be a distinguishing mark. 
When God saw the blood, He “passed over” the house. 

The Israelite people were sinful, and they deserved death just as much as 
the Egyptians did. But God graciously provided a way out. By marking 
their doorposts with the blood of a lamb, they were spared from the 
judgment and death they deserved. The lamb was killed instead. The heart 
of the gospel is found in the story of the Passover: Jesus never sinned, but 
He was crucified for our sins. We deserve death, but He died instead.

As you teach preschoolers this week, highlight the Passover and help them 
look ahead to the true spotless lamb—Jesus, “the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).
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The BIBLE Story

The Plagues and the Passover
Exodus 5–12

God had a plan to rescue His people from slavery in Egypt. He 
told Moses to be the leader, and Moses’ brother, Aaron, would help. So 
Moses and Aaron went to talk to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt.

They said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, 
says: Let My people go.”

But Pharaoh did not let the people 
go. “Who is the Lord?” he asked. “I 

will not obey him!”
So God punished the 

Egyptians. First, God turned 
the water in the Nile River into 
blood. No one could drink the 
water. Moses said, “Let My 
people go!” But Pharaoh said, 
“No!”

So God sent frogs into 
Egypt. Frogs were everywhere! 
Moses said, “Let My people 

go!” But Pharaoh said, “No!”
God sent gnats into Egypt. 

Then he sent flies. Moses said, 
“Let My people go!” But Pharaoh 

said, “No!”
God caused all the livestock—animals 

like horses, donkeys, and sheep—to die. Then 
God sent boils, or sore spots, all over the people in 

Egypt. But Pharaoh said, “No!”
God sent a hailstorm. He sent locusts. Pharaoh said, “Go!” But then 

he changed his mind.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use an electronic 
device: Search for 
images of different 
animals mentioned 
in the plagues. Show 
pictures of a gnat, fly, 
locust, and swarms 
of insects or show 
the images from 
the “Plague Insects” 
printable. Lead boys 
and girls to imagine 
how horrible the 
plagues were. 

• Use a map: Use 
the Old Testament 
Mediterranean Sea 
Map from the Small 
Group Timeline and 
Map Set (005802970) 
to show Egypt. Point 
out the Nile River. 
Note the Nile River is 
not labeled, but it is 
the only river shown 
on the map in Egypt. 
You may also use a 
world map or globe. 
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The Plagues and the Passover
Exodus 5–12

God had a plan to rescue His people from slavery in Egypt. He 
told Moses to be the leader, and Moses’ brother, Aaron, would help. So 
Moses and Aaron went to talk to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt.

They said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, 
says: Let My people go.”

But Pharaoh did not let the people 
go. “Who is the Lord?” he asked. “I 

will not obey him!”
So God punished the 

Egyptians. First, God turned 
the water in the Nile River into 
blood. No one could drink the 
water. Moses said, “Let My 
people go!” But Pharaoh said, 
“No!”

So God sent frogs into 
Egypt. Frogs were everywhere! 
Moses said, “Let My people 

go!” But Pharaoh said, “No!”
God sent gnats into Egypt. 

Then he sent flies. Moses said, 
“Let My people go!” But Pharaoh 

said, “No!”
God caused all the livestock—animals 

like horses, donkeys, and sheep—to die. Then 
God sent boils, or sore spots, all over the people in 

Egypt. But Pharaoh said, “No!”
God sent a hailstorm. He sent locusts. Pharaoh said, “Go!” But then 

he changed his mind.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use an electronic 
device: Search for 
images of different 
animals mentioned 
in the plagues. Show 
pictures of a gnat, fly, 
locust, and swarms 
of insects or show 
the images from 
the “Plague Insects” 
printable. Lead boys 
and girls to imagine 
how horrible the 
plagues were. 

• Use a map: Use 
the Old Testament 
Mediterranean Sea 
Map from the Small 
Group Timeline and 
Map Set (005802970) 
to show Egypt. Point 
out the Nile River. 
Note the Nile River is 
not labeled, but it is 
the only river shown 
on the map in Egypt. 
You may also use a 
world map or globe. 

Then God sent darkness to cover the land. Moses said, 
“Let My people go!” Still Pharaoh said, “No!”

God told Moses, “I will bring one more punishment. 
After that, Pharaoh will let you go.”

Moses warned Pharaoh about what would happen: 
“Around midnight, the firstborn son in every family in Egypt 
will die.” But the Israelites would be safe. Pharaoh did not 
listen.

So God told the Israelites to sprinkle the blood of a 
lamb on the doorposts of their houses. This would be a 
special mark that God would see, and He would “pass 
over” the house.

At midnight, every oldest son in Egypt died. The 
people cried, and Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron. 
Pharaoh said, “Go!” 

The Israelites left quickly. They took bread and their 
animals with them. They asked the Egyptians for gold, silver, 
and clothing. The Egyptians gave them what they wanted.

God told Moses and Aaron that He was going to bring 
His people into a land called Canaan (KAY nuhn). Everyone 
would remember what happened on this special night. God 
led His people out of Egypt. The Israelites had been slaves 
in Egypt for hundreds of years. They were finally free!

Christ Connection: God kept the Israelites safe from 
punishment when they put the blood of a lamb over their doors. 
Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
Jesus took the punishment for sin when He died on the cross,  
and everyone who trusts in Jesus is kept safe from the punishment 
for sin.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Plagues and the Passover
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 5–12
STORY POINT: God rescued His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to draw a line connecting each reptile or 
insect on the left with its shadow on the right. 
SAY • When Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, would not let 

God’s people leave Egypt, God punished Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians by sending plagues. The plagues 
were mighty works of God that showed His power 
over what He created. Some of the plagues included 
swarms of flies, gnats, locusts, and even frogs. Listen 
to today’s Bible story to hear how God used the 
plagues to free His people.

• “You Are Good” song 
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Shadow Matching” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• markers or crayons
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Play a yes or no game
Write the words YES and NO on two sheets of paper and 
tape them to opposite walls. Ask questions whose answers 
are either yes or no, and guide children to walk toward the 
appropriate sign. Questions might include “Are you four 
years old? Do your shoes have laces? Do you like to eat 
spaghetti? Have you ever been fishing? Is there anything 
God cannot do?” (All children should move to the NO sign 
and answer the big picture question.)  
SAY • God chose Moses and his brother Aaron to talk to 

Pharaoh. They asked Pharaoh to let the Israelites 
leave Egypt. Pharaoh’s answer was no, so God sent 
plagues to punish Egypt until Pharaoh finally said 
yes. God can do all things. 

Play with play dough
Set out play dough. Provide rolling pins and animal-shaped 
cookie cutters. Remind children that Moses had been a 
shepherd and cared for sheep. Point out other animals 
preschoolers will hear about in today’s Bible story.  
SAY • One of God’s punishments on the Egyptians was 

against their horses, donkeys, camels, cows, sheep, 
and goats. God used these punishments against 
Egypt to rescue His people.  

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to hop like a frog, gallop like a horse, or 
buzz like a fly as they move to Bible study.

• paper
• marker
• tape

• play dough
• rolling pins 
• animal-shaped 

cookie cutters

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Plagues and the Passover
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 5–12
STORY POINT: God rescued His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Exodus 5 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Book of Exodus is the second book in the Old 

Testament. What is the first book called? (Genesis) 
Exodus tells about how God helped His people, the 
Israelites, escape from Egypt. Today’s Bible story 
happened in real life. The Bible is God’s Word, and 
God’s Word is true! 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Tell or watch the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God rescued His people. They believed God and 

put the blood of a lamb over their doors. Jesus is the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
Jesus took the punishment for sin when He died on 
the cross. Everyone who trusts in Him is safe from 
the punishment for sin.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “The Plagues and 

the Passover” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at Hosea 13:4. 
Invite a volunteer to open your Bible to the key passage. 
Read the key passage aloud. Guide preschoolers to take 
turns standing at the door of the classroom and saying the 
key passage. Offer assistance as needed. 
SAY • The Israelites trusted God’s words and put the blood 

of a lamb over their doors, and God kept them safe. 
Whenever God wanted His people to remember His 
goodness, He reminded them that He rescued them 
from Egypt. He is the only Savior!

Sing the key passage song, “No God But Me,” and the 
theme song “You Are Good.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • The Israelites were slaves. It seemed as if they would 

never leave Egypt. But God sent the plagues to show 
His power. Is there anything God cannot do? God 
can do all things. 

Missions moment
SAY • The Bagbys* are missionaries in Nepal. They 

want the Tibetan people living high in the mountains 
of Nepal to know that God is the only Savior. An 
earthquake came through Nepal. Because the Bagbys 
obeyed God when He led them to Nepal, they were 
there to share His love after the earthquake. Watch 
this video to see how God used the Bagbys to help 
the people of Nepal in a difficult situation.

Show the “When the Mountains Shake” video.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “No God But Me” song
• “You Are Good” song 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “When the Mountains 
Shake” missions 
video

*Names changed for 
security purposes.
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Plagues and the Passover
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 5–12
STORY POINT: God rescued His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Create swarm pictures
Give a child a sheet of paper and markers. Show how to 
touch the tip of a marker to the paper to make small dots. 
As children add more and more dots, the picture will 
begin to look like a swarm of insects. Open the Bible to 
Exodus 8 and show a child the place where this real story is 
found. Consider printing and showing the “Plague Insects” 
printable. Show preschoolers the pictures. Point to the 
picture of the swarm of flying insects. Talk about how it 
would feel to be in the middle of it.
SAY • God sent swarms of insects to the Egyptian people 

as a punishment because the king would not let the 
Israelites go. God kept His people safe from the last 
plague, and God rescued His people. Many years 
later, God’s Son, Jesus, took the punishment for sin 
when He died on the cross. Everyone who trusts in 
Jesus is kept safe from the punishment of sin. 

Prepare to go
Scatter and hide clothing items and play money around 
the room. Set a suitcase, bag, and purse in the center of the 
room for preschoolers to pack. Challenge preschoolers to 
find and pack items for a trip to a new land. Talk about the 
items they packed and why they might need the items.

• paper
• markers 
• “Plague Insects” 

printable (optional)

• clothing 
• play money 
• suitcase
• bag
• purse
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SAY • The Israelites left Egypt quickly. They asked the 
Egyptians for gold, silver, and clothing. The 
Egyptians gave them what they wanted. God rescued 
His people. Everyone would remember what 
happened on this special night. God led His people 
out of Egypt. The Israelites had been slaves in Egypt 
for hundreds of years. They were finally free! Jesus 
frees us from sin. 

Paint with lotion
Post an allergy alert. Place a sheet of foil on a flat surface. 
Place a few squirts of lotion onto foil. Invite a child 
to touch the lotion and move it across the foil. Invite 
preschoolers to draw pictures in the lotion. 
SAY • When you rub the lotion on your skin, it makes it 

feel soft and smooth. One of the plagues God sent 
to the Egyptians was to make their skin have sore 
spots. God sent the punishments so the king would 
let God’s people leave Egypt. Is there anything God 
cannot do? God can do all things. God kept the 
Israelites safe from punishment, and He made a way 
to keep us safe from the punishment of sin when His 
Son, Jesus, died on the cross.

Explore ice
Place a shallow plastic storage tub on a towel. Dump ice 
cubes into the tub. Add enough water so that cubes do not 
stick together. Place bowls and cups in the tub for pouring. 
Provide slotted spoons, small colanders, and tongs. Allow 
children to play with the ice, feel the coldness, and hear the 
sound the cubes make. Make sure the ice water is not too 
cold. Do not allow the children to put ice in their mouths.

• Allergy Alert 
download

• foil
• lotion

• shallow tub
• towel
• ice cubes
• water
• bowls and cups
• slotted spoons
• colanders
• tongs
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SAY • God sent a hailstorm to the land of Egypt. Hail is 
large pieces of frozen rain that fall from the sky. Does 
it hurt when rain falls on you? No, but when hail 
falls, it hurts people, crops, houses, and animals. The 
hailstorm was another one of the punishments God 
sent to Egypt. God rescued His people. Because of 
our sin, we deserve to be punished, but God made a 
way to keep us safe from punishment. When we trust 
in Jesus, God’s Son, He takes away our sin.

Paint rocks
Prepare a paint palette by squeezing a moderate 

amount of washable acrylic paint in various colors onto a 
foam plate. Help preschoolers put on smocks and invite 
them to sit at a table. Give each preschooler a medium-sized 
stone on a foam plate and a paintbrush. Place the paint 
plates at the tables. Invite preschoolers to paint their stones. 
SAY • The highest mountain in the world is Mount Everest. 

This enormous, rocky mountain is located in Nepal, 
where the Bagby family is sharing the gospel with the 
Tibetan people. Take your rocks home and put them 
in a place where you can remember to pray for the 
Bagby family.

• medium-sized rocks
• smocks
• washable acrylic 

paint
• paintbrushes 
• foam plates
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Offer graham crackers spread with cream cheese and 
topped with raisins to each child. Remind boys and girls of 
the punishments where insects came into Egypt and suggest 
the raisins resemble bugs. Remind preschoolers that God 
rescued His people. 

Display the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell portions of the Bible story as needed. 

1. What was Pharaoh’s answer to God’s command to let 
the Israelites go? (no)

2. Name a few of the plagues. (Answers will vary.)
3. What did God want the Israelites to do so their 

homes would be “passed over” by the last plague? 
(sprinkle a lamb’s blood on their doorposts)

4. Who rescued the Israelites? (God rescued His 
people.)

5. Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 
things.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• graham crackers 

(optional) 
• cream cheese 

(optional) 
• raisins (optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “No God But Me” 

song
• “You Are Good” song 
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 4 • Session 6

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 82

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 84

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 86

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Exodus 13–15

STORY POINT: God led His people 
through the Red Sea on dry ground.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Hosea 13:4b

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is there anything God cannot do? God 

can do all things.

Unit 4 • Session 6
The Red Sea 

Crossing
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6

LEADER Bible Study
The crossing of the Red Sea is an event in history that displays God’s 
grace, remembered for generations as God’s mighty redemptive act. God 
had clearly shown His power in Egypt through the plagues; now He was 
about to do something even greater. 

Instead of leading the Israelites into the wilderness, God instructed 
Moses to turn back so that the Egyptians would think they were lost. 
God purposefully hardened Pharaoh’s heart so that he would pursue the 
Israelites. Why? “Then I will receive glory by means of Pharaoh and all his 
army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord” (Ex. 14:4).

Imagine the fear the Israelites felt as they saw the Egyptians pursuing 
them. They expressed it in their complaints to Moses. (See Ex. 14:11.) 
Moses spoke up to calm them: “The Lord will fight for you” (Ex. 14:14).

The Lord did fight for them. All night long, the Lord kept a pillar of 
a cloud between the Egyptians’ chariots and the Israelites. Then He 
instructed Moses to stretch out his hand; God drove back the sea with a 
powerful east wind. By faith, the Israelites passed through on dry ground! 
(See Heb. 11:29.) When Pharaoh and the Egyptians followed after them, 
the waters came back and covered the entire army of Pharaoh. None of 
them survived.

As you teach preschoolers this week, press into their hearts that God fights 
for His people. He also punishes sin. God created a way to save His chosen 
people by parting the Red Sea. In the same way, God created a way for 
people to escape the penalty of sin through His Son, Jesus Christ. God 
didn’t make a way of salvation for us because we deserve it but because of 
who He is: a gracious and loving God who created us to know and love 
Him.
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The Red Sea Crossing
Exodus 13–15

After the first Passover, the Israelites quickly left Egypt. They 
traveled with their families and their animals. God was with them. 
During the day, God was in a cloud. He led them toward the Red Sea. 

At night, God was in a fire. 
One day, God told Moses to make a camp 

near the sea. God told Moses, “Pharaoh 
will change his mind and come after 

you.” But God had a plan to rescue 
the Israelites from Pharaoh.

The Israelites saw the 
Egyptians coming after them. 
“We are going to die!” they 
said. “We should have stayed 
in Egypt!”

“Do not be afraid,” said 
Moses. “God brought you 
here, and He will fight for 
you.”

God told Moses what to do. 
He said, “Stretch out your hand 

over the sea.” Moses did, and 
the sea was divided in two. It was a 

miracle! The Israelites walked through 
on dry ground, with walls of water on 

both sides.
But the Egyptians were getting closer! God made 

the wheels of their chariots swerve and wobble so they could not catch 
up to the Israelites. As soon as the Israelites were safely on the other 
side of the sea, Moses stretched out his hand again and the waters 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Sit between the 
water: Set up two 
rows of chairs, backs 
facing, several feet 
apart. Drape blue 
fabric or a blue 
tablecloth over 
each row. Invite 
preschoolers to sit 
between the walls of 
water as you tell the 
Bible story.

• Wave steamers: 
Tape pieces of blue 
streamer to craft 
sticks. Give each 
preschooler a set of 
streamers to wave 
when they hear about 
how God parted the 
Red Sea.

The BIBLE Story
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The Red Sea Crossing
Exodus 13–15

After the first Passover, the Israelites quickly left Egypt. They 
traveled with their families and their animals. God was with them. 
During the day, God was in a cloud. He led them toward the Red Sea. 

At night, God was in a fire. 
One day, God told Moses to make a camp 

near the sea. God told Moses, “Pharaoh 
will change his mind and come after 

you.” But God had a plan to rescue 
the Israelites from Pharaoh.

The Israelites saw the 
Egyptians coming after them. 
“We are going to die!” they 
said. “We should have stayed 
in Egypt!”

“Do not be afraid,” said 
Moses. “God brought you 
here, and He will fight for 
you.”

God told Moses what to do. 
He said, “Stretch out your hand 

over the sea.” Moses did, and 
the sea was divided in two. It was a 

miracle! The Israelites walked through 
on dry ground, with walls of water on 

both sides.
But the Egyptians were getting closer! God made 

the wheels of their chariots swerve and wobble so they could not catch 
up to the Israelites. As soon as the Israelites were safely on the other 
side of the sea, Moses stretched out his hand again and the waters 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Sit between the 
water: Set up two 
rows of chairs, backs 
facing, several feet 
apart. Drape blue 
fabric or a blue 
tablecloth over 
each row. Invite 
preschoolers to sit 
between the walls of 
water as you tell the 
Bible story.

• Wave steamers: 
Tape pieces of blue 
streamer to craft 
sticks. Give each 
preschooler a set of 
streamers to wave 
when they hear about 
how God parted the 
Red Sea.

returned with a crash! The water covered the Egyptians, 
sweeping over the king’s army. None of them survived.

When the Israelites saw what had happened, they 
thanked God! They knew that God was real and that He 
had sent Moses to lead them.

Moses and the Israelites sang a song to the Lord. “The 
Lord is my strength and my song,” they said. “He has saved 
us!”

Christ Connection: Moses led God’s people out of Egypt, and 
God gave them the way to freedom across the Red Sea. Moses was 
a great leader, but the Bible says Jesus is greater. God gives us 
freedom from sin through His Son, Jesus.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Red Sea Crossing
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 13–15
STORY POINT: God led His people through the Red Sea on dry ground.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to circle the item in each row that is 
different from the others.
SAY • Last week we learned how Pharaoh finally let God’s 

people go. They hurried out of Egypt. God led His 
people in a cloud during the day and in a fire at 
night. They camped near the sea. In today’s Bible 
story, Pharaoh changed his mind. Soon the Egyptian 
army was in their chariots chasing the Israelites. 
Listen to our Bible story to find out what happened.

• “You Are Good” song 
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Which Is Different?” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• markers or crayons
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Move to music
Play worship music. Suggest children move their bodies 
as the music plays. Pat a steady beat on shoulders, legs, or 
bellies. Consider giving a ribbon to a child and show her 
how to wave it in the air.  
SAY • Today we will hear that God rescued His people 

again! The army was chasing them, but God showed 
Moses what to do. God led His people through the 
Red Sea on dry ground and kept them safe from the 
king’s army. 

Look for letters
Write the words Moses, Red Sea, water, and God on index 
cards. Help a child find the letter tiles that spell the words. 
Read the words and talk about each word’s significance to 
today’s story. 
SAY • Moses led God’s people out of Egypt. Then God 

divided the water of the Red Sea so the people could 
cross on dry ground. Is there anything God cannot 
do? God can do all things. He can even separate the 
sea to save His people.  

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Before the session, glue red, orange, and yellow paper to a 
cardboard tube to resemble fire. Cover another tube with 
cotton balls to resemble a cloud. Ask children to follow you 
to the Bible story area as you alternate holding up the cloud 
and fire. 

• 
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” song 
(optional)

• “You Are Good” song 
(optional)

• ribbons, 1 per child 
(optional)

• index cards
• marker
• letter tiles

• cardboard tubes, 2
• red, orange, and 

yellow paper
• cotton balls
• glue 
• countdown video 

(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Exodus 13 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is the most important book there is because 

it is the only book that has God’s words in it. All 
God’s words in the Bible are true. The Bible story we 
will hear today really happened! 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Tell or watch the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • The Red Sea was in front of them, and the Pharaoh’s 

army was behind them. God’s people were afraid, 
but God told Moses what to do. God led His people 
through the Red Sea on dry ground with walls 
of water on both sides. God gave them a way of 
freedom from the army. We can have freedom from 
sin through God’s Son, Jesus. 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “The Red Sea 

Crossing” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Red Sea Crossing
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 13–15
STORY POINT: God led His people through the Red Sea on dry ground.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.
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Practice the key passage 
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at Hosea 13:4. 
Invite a volunteer to come up and open your Bible to 
the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Practice the 
motions you created for the verse. Ask the group to say 
the passage together a few times. Invite a few volunteers to 
stand, face the group and say the key passage from memory. 
SAY • After the Israelites crossed through the sea, they 

showed their love to the Lord when they sang a song 
to Him. They knew God was their Savior. 

Sing the key passage song, “No God But Me,” and the 
theme song “You Are Good.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • God did something no one else could do. He 

separated the Red Sea to save His people. Is there 
anything God cannot do? God can do all things. 

Missions moment
Remind preschoolers that the Bagbys* are 

missionaries in Nepal. Invite them to play out the Bagbys’ 
trek through the mountains. Call out obstacles the Bagbys 
might encounter such as a river, avalanche, blizzard, rain, 
yak, fallen rocks, and so forth. Lead preschoolers to play out 
moving through or around the obstacle when they hear it. 
SAY • God provided the way of freedom for Moses and the 

Israelites. God provided the way for all people to be 
freed from sin and death through His Son, Jesus. 
God is using the Bagby family to tell the Tibetan 
people the good news of the gospel. 

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “No God But Me” song
• “You Are Good” song 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

*Names changed for 
security purposes.
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Build tents
Show a child how to fold a sheet of paper in half. Unfold 
slightly and place it on a floor to resemble a tent. Decorate 
tents with markers. Lay pieces of blue paper nearby to 
resemble the Red Sea. Consider adding toy people and 
animals to play out camping. Tell segments of the story as 
boys and girls play it out. Open a Bible to Exodus 14:1-4 to 
show preschoolers the place in the Bible where God told the 
Israelites where to camp.
SAY • God’s people camped by the Red Sea after Moses led 

them out of Egypt. When the army chased them, 
God rescued His people and separated the sea in two. 
God led His people through the Red Sea on dry 
ground. Moses led the people well, but the Bible 
says Jesus is greater than Moses. Jesus rescues us from 
sin when we trust Him.  

Make a book
Stack two pieces of white paper together and fold them 
in half. Fold one sheet of construction paper in half. 
Nest white paper inside and bind together with staples to 
form a book. Write My Worship Book on the front. Print 
enough copies of “People Worship God” printable for each 
preschooler to have nine images. Cut apart the images. 

• paper
• blue paper
• markers
• people and animal 

figures (optional)

• “People Worship God” 
printable

• paper
• construction paper
• stapler
• markers
• glue
• blunt-tipped scissors

EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Red Sea Crossing
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 13–15
STORY POINT: God led His people through the Red Sea on dry ground.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.
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Older preschoolers may cut out the images. Provide art 
materials and invite preschoolers to draw or glue pictures of 
children who are worshiping God.
SAY • After God led His people through the Red Sea on 

dry ground, Moses and the Israelites thanked God 
and sang songs to Him. They worshiped God for 
saving them in a way that no one else could. Is there 
anything God cannot do? God can do all things. 
God saved His people from the army, and God saves 
us from sin through Jesus, His Son.

Scoop and pour water and sand
Place the story picture in the bottom of a tub. Cover the 
picture with a thin layer of sand. Let preschoolers move 
the sand with paintbrushes to expose parts of the picture. 
Fill a second tub one-third full of water. Set towels nearby. 
Using sponges, pipettes, and funnels, show boys and girls 
how to move water to fill a cup. Make predictions about 
the number of pours it will take to move all the water. Talk 
about the parting of the Red Sea as children work.
SAY • Can we separate this water into two parts? No, only 

God has that power. God led His people through 
the Red Sea on dry ground and gave them freedom 
from the army when He separated the water for the 
Israelites. He also gives us freedom from sin through 
His Son, Jesus.   

Play out the story
Roll out a large sheet of paper onto the floor. Cut it in half, 
but lightly secure it together with tape. Provide blue crayons 
and stickers. Invite preschoolers to work together to create 
the sea by coloring the paper and adding stickers. Invite a 

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• clean play sand
• paintbrushes
• tubs, 2
• water
• towels
• water play toys 

(sponges, pipettes, 
funnels, cups)

• large sheet of paper
• scissors (adult use)
• tape
• blue crayons
• stickers
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volunteer to be Moses and stretch a hand out over the sea. 
Pull the two pieces of the sea apart and lead the children to 
walk through.
SAY • God told Moses what to do to rescue the people from 

the army. Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, 
and God made the sea divide in two so the Israelites 
could walk through on the dry ground. Is there 
anything God cannot do? God can do all things. 
The best thing God did for us was sending His Son, 
Jesus, who rescues us from sin when we trust in Him.

Listen to a story about the Bagbys
Give each preschooler a piece of construction 

paper. Ask them to listen as you read the “Bagby Review 
Story” and to listen for things the missionary family might 
need to buy to do the work God has asked them to do 
in Nepal. After the story, instruct preschoolers to draw a 
picture of an item that could meet one of the needs they 
heard. If you have a missions giving box in your room, 
point to the box and encourage preschoolers to talk with 
their parents about what they could give so others can go.
SAY • God can use our offering to make the way for more 

missionaries like the Bagbys to go tell others about 
Jesus. 

• “Bagby Review Story” 
printable 

• construction paper
• crayons 
• giving box (optional) 
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Tint vanilla frosting with blue food color. Spread a thin 
layer on top of a sugar cookie. Suggest a child break the 
cookie in half before eating it and think about how God led 
His people through the Red Sea on dry ground.

Display the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell portions of the Bible story as needed.

1. How did God lead the people out of Egypt? (in a 
cloud during the day and fire at night)

2. Who chased the Israelites? (Pharaoh’s army)
3. What happened when Moses stretched out his hand 

over the water? (God divided the water. God led His 
people through the Red Sea on dry ground.)

4. What happened to Pharaoh’s army? (God made the 
waters come back together.)

5. What did the people do? (They worshiped God.)
6. Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• vanilla frosting 

(optional) 
• blue food color 

(optional) 
• sugar cookies 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “No God But Me” 

song
• “You Are Good” song 
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Unit 5: Toward the Promised Land

Session 1:
Bread from Heaven
Exodus 15–17
Story Point: God gave His people 
food and water.

Session 2: 
Jethro Helped Moses
Exodus 18
Story Point: Moses needed help to 
lead God’s people.

Session 3:
The Ten Commandments
Exodus 19–20
Story Point: God gave rules to 
show how to love Him and others.

Unit Description:
Moses led God’s people toward the promised land. God made a covenant 
with His people and gave them laws to guide them in how to live and 
to help them understand His perfect holiness. God’s laws show that the 
only way to be right with God is through faith in Jesus, the only perfectly 
righteous One.

Key Passage: 
Matthew 22:37

Big Picture Question: 
What is God like? God is holy, 
good, and loving.
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The Ten Commandments
God gave rules to show how to love Him 
and others.

Jethro Helped Moses 
Moses needed help to lead God’s 
people.

Bread from Heaven
God gave His people food and water.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 5 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Exodus 15–17

STORY POINT: God gave His 
people food and water.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 22:37

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is God like? God is holy, good, 

and loving.

Bread from 
Heaven

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 96

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 98

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 100

Unit 5 • Session 1
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1

LEADER Bible Study
The Israelites’ future looked bright. The Lord, through Moses, had rescued 
them from slavery in Egypt. He fought for them, displaying His power by 
parting the Red Sea and subsequently destroying Egypt’s army. God was 
working out His plan to bring the Israelites to the promised land, the land 
God promised to Abraham’s family.

But the journey from Egypt to Canaan was not direct. The Lord led His 
people into the wilderness. The Israelites’ bright future seemed to fade. 
Their dry mouths and rumbling, empty stomachs produced complaints 
and accusations. They doubted the Lord’s goodness.

The Israelites traveled three days into the wilderness and were unable to 
find water. When they found water at Marah, they must have rushed to 
it—only to find the water was too bitter to drink. The people grumbled to 
Moses. Of course, Moses had no power to change the water. But the Lord 
did. Moses cried out to the Lord, and He showed Moses a tree. Moses 
threw the tree into the water, and the water became drinkable.

Then the Israelites moved farther into the wilderness. Their hunger 
produced despair: “If only we had died by the Lord’s hand in the land 
of Egypt … Instead, you brought us into this wilderness to … die of 
hunger!” (Ex. 16:3).

Again, the Lord gave the Israelites what they needed. Moses and Aaron 
explained the purpose behind the Lord’s provision: “You will know that it 
was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt” (Ex. 16:6). God 
sent bread from heaven and quail for the Israelites to eat. They ate manna 
in the wilderness for 40 years.

The Lord is our Provider. Like He provided for the physical needs of His 
people in the wilderness, He provided for our spiritual needs by sending 
His Son, Jesus—the Bread of life (John 6:35)—so we can live forever.
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 Bread from Heaven
Exodus 15–17

Moses led the people away from the Red Sea, and they came to 
the wilderness. When they could not find good water to drink, they 
complained to Moses. God told the people, “If you obey Me and do 
what is right, I will not punish you like I punished the Egyptians.” Then 

the Israelites came to a place called Elim (EE lim) 
where there was plenty of water, and they 

camped there.
The Israelites left Elim and went 

out into the wilderness. When they 
got hungry, they complained to 
Moses.

“We are starving!” they 
said. “You brought us out 
here to die!” But Moses had 
not brought them out there 
to die. God knew what He 
was doing.

God said to Moses, “I heard 
the Israelites complaining. Tell 

them that they will eat meat for 
dinner, and in the morning they 

will eat bread until they are full. 
Then they will know that I am their 

God.”
That evening, quail came into the camp 

and the people ate meat for dinner. In the 
morning, fine flakes like frost were on the ground.

“What is it?” the Israelites asked.
“It is bread,” said Moses. “The Lord has given you bread to eat.” 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: Place 
a feather, piece of 
bread, and a bottle 
of water in a gift 
bag. Pull them out 
as you tell the parts 
of the story about 
God providing meat, 
bread, and water.

• Thumbs up 
or down: Show 
children how to 
“thumbs up” for 
something good and 
“thumbs down” for 
something not good. 
Name a few items 
and prompt the 
children to signal 
whether it is good or 
not good. Encourage 
children to signal 
“thumbs up” or 
“thumbs down” to 
different parts of 
the Bible story.

The BIBLE Story
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 Bread from Heaven
Exodus 15–17

Moses led the people away from the Red Sea, and they came to 
the wilderness. When they could not find good water to drink, they 
complained to Moses. God told the people, “If you obey Me and do 
what is right, I will not punish you like I punished the Egyptians.” Then 

the Israelites came to a place called Elim (EE lim) 
where there was plenty of water, and they 

camped there.
The Israelites left Elim and went 

out into the wilderness. When they 
got hungry, they complained to 
Moses.

“We are starving!” they 
said. “You brought us out 
here to die!” But Moses had 
not brought them out there 
to die. God knew what He 
was doing.

God said to Moses, “I heard 
the Israelites complaining. Tell 

them that they will eat meat for 
dinner, and in the morning they 

will eat bread until they are full. 
Then they will know that I am their 

God.”
That evening, quail came into the camp 

and the people ate meat for dinner. In the 
morning, fine flakes like frost were on the ground.

“What is it?” the Israelites asked.
“It is bread,” said Moses. “The Lord has given you bread to eat.” 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: Place 
a feather, piece of 
bread, and a bottle 
of water in a gift 
bag. Pull them out 
as you tell the parts 
of the story about 
God providing meat, 
bread, and water.

• Thumbs up 
or down: Show 
children how to 
“thumbs up” for 
something good and 
“thumbs down” for 
something not good. 
Name a few items 
and prompt the 
children to signal 
whether it is good or 
not good. Encourage 
children to signal 
“thumbs up” or 
“thumbs down” to 
different parts of 
the Bible story.

The Israelites called the bread manna, which means “what 
is it?”

God gave the people instructions for eating the bread. He 
told them to gather only what they needed to eat that day. 
If they gathered too much, the leftovers went bad. On the 
sixth day, they gathered twice as much so they could rest on 
the seventh day. The seventh day was the Sabbath day, a day 
to rest.

The Israelites did not always do what God said to do. 
Sometimes they gathered too much manna, and sometimes 
they tried to gather manna on the Sabbath day. Moses was 
upset that the Israelites did not trust God and obey Him.

For many years, the Israelites traveled in the wilderness, 
going wherever God told them to go. One day, they 
stopped to camp but they had no water.

“Moses, give us something to drink,” they said. But 
Moses did not have any water.

“Lord, what should I do?” Moses prayed. God showed 
Moses a rock and told him to hit the rock with his staff. 
When he did, water came out of the rock and the people 
drank the water. God was with His people.

Christ Connection: When God’s people were hungry and 
thirsty, God gave them food and water. Later, God sent His Son, 
Jesus. Jesus said, “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35). Bread and 
water give people life for a little while, but Jesus gives people life 
forever!
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Bread from Heaven
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 15–17
STORY POINT: God gave His people food and water.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks. 

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to circle their favorite foods. Ask 
preschoolers to tell you some of their favorite foods that are 
not featured on the activity page. 
SAY • God gives us food to eat. In today’s Bible story, the 

Israelites were in the wilderness. They got hungry 
and thirsty, and God gave them food and water. 
Listen to our Bible story to hear the amazing ways 
God provided for them.

Play “Moses Says” 
Play “Simon Says” but use Moses instead of Simon. Give 
directions for fun movements such as “Moses says, ‘Jump 
three times.’” Encourage all the children to follow the 
directions you begin with “Moses says” but to not do the 
action if you do not say “Moses says.” Use a variety of 
movements both large and small for children to follow such 

• “Guide Me, O Thou 
Great Jehovah” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Foods I Love” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• markers or crayons

96 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 5 • Session 1



as jump, run in place, skip, tap your fingers, clap, and close 
your eyes. Do not sit children out if they do an action that 
did not include “Moses says.” Simply move on to the next 
action. 
SAY • In our Bible story today, God’s people did not listen 

to Moses; instead, they complained to Moses. They 
were hungry and thirsty. “We are starving!” they said. 
“You brought us out here to die!” But Moses had not 
brought them out there to die. God knew what He 
was doing. Listen to our Bible story to hear how God 
cared for His people.  

Sort foods
Print the “Food” printable and cut apart the cards. If 
available, consider using clean, empty food boxes or toy 
food instead of the cards. Place two hula hoops on the floor. 
Draw a smile and a frown on two separate pieces of paper. 
Place one in each hoop. Encourage children to put foods 
they like into the hoop with the smile and foods they do 
not like into the hoop with the frown.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, the Israelites were hungry. 

Instead of asking God for food, they complained. 
God is kind and gave them food to eat. Listen to our 
Bible story to hear how God provided for His people. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Continue to play “Moses Says” as you move to Bible study 
time. Say, “Moses says, ‘Walk to our Bible study area.’” or 
“Moses says, ‘Sit in the circle.’”

• “Food” printable
• scissors (adult use)
• toy food (optional) 
• clean, empty food 

boxes (optional)
• hula hoops, 2
• paper
• marker

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Bread from Heaven
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 15–17
STORY POINT: God gave His people food and water.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Exodus 15–17 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible. 
SAY • Do you know the name of the first book in the Bible? 

[Allow for responses.] Right, Genesis. The second book 
in the Bible is Exodus. Let’s say them both: Genesis, 
Exodus. Our Bible story today is from Exodus, and 
like all the stories in the Bible, it really happened! The 
Bible is true! 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Tell or watch the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • The Israelites did not trust God, so they grumbled 

and complained. They should have known God 
would provide for them. God gave His people food 
and water. Later, when God sent Jesus, Jesus said, 
“I am the bread of life.” We need bread and water to 
live now, but Jesus gives us life forever.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Bread from Heaven” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at 
Matthew 22:37. Invite a volunteer to come up and open 
your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. 
Create motions for preschoolers to use as they say the key 
passage. Use the key passage song video for inspiration. 
SAY • Where is your heart? Our heart pumps blood and 

helps us stay alive. In the Bible, our heart also means 
the part of a person that makes choices, believes in 
God, and allows God to work through him. God 
wants us to love Him with all that we are.

Sing the key passage song, “Your Heart, Soul, and Mind,” 
and the theme song “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.”

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is What is God like? 

God is holy, good, and loving. What does it mean 
for God to be holy? It means He is different from 
everything else. He is perfect. He does not sin. He is 
good and loving. He created us and loves us. 

Missions moment
SAY • God gave the Israelites what they needed,  

and He gives us what we need today. Pastor Jamie 
started Reborn Community Church in Illinois. God 
has used the church to give the people who live in 
that community the things they need. Most of all, 
they are telling people the good news about Jesus. 
Let’s watch how they helped one man named Frank. 

Show the “I Am Not Alone” missions video.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “Your Heart, Soul, and 

Mind” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “I Am Not Alone” 
missions video
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EXPERIENCE The Story

SESSION TITLE: Bread from Heaven
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 15–17
STORY POINT: God gave His people food and water.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving.

Find a rock 
Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle with their eyes closed 
and their hands behind their backs. Silently place a smooth 
stone in a preschooler’s hand. Direct the group to open 
their eyes. Allow preschoolers to take turns guessing who 
has the rock. After several incorrect guesses, reveal who has 
the rock. Play again as time allows.
SAY • God’s people were thirsty. God showed Moses a rock 

and told him to hit the rock with his staff. When he 
did, water came out of the rock and the people drank 
the water. God gave His people food and water. 
Water gives people life for a little while, but Jesus 
gives people life forever! 

Paint with feathers
Gather a variety of feathers. Cover a table with a plastic 
tablecloth or newspapers. Tape large sheets of white paper 
onto the table. Pour washable paint or finger paint onto 
several foam plates. Encourage children to experiment with 
using feathers to paint. Some may choose to paint with the 
tip of the feather. Others may make prints using the side 
of the feather, and others may dip the end of the quill in 
the paint and write or draw with it. Provide wipes to clean 
children’s hands when they are finished. Use hand sanitizer 

• smooth stone

• assortment of 
feathers

• washable paint
• plastic tablecloth or 

newspaper
• large sheets of white 

paper
• foam plates
• wipes
• hand sanitizer 

(optional)

100 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 5 • Session 1



or wash hands if real feathers were used. 
SAY • What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving. 

God gave His people food and water while they 
traveled in the wilderness even though they 
complained. God showed the people that He is 
holy, good, and loving. How does God show us that 
He is holy, good, and loving? God gave us what we 
needed more than food or water—Jesus! Bread and 
water give people life for a little while, but Jesus gives 
people life forever! 

Wash, sort, and examine rocks
Gather a number or rocks for the children to wash, sort, 
and examine. Fill a plastic tub with a 2 to 3 inches of 
water. Place the tub on a towel. Place another towel nearby 
to wipe up spills and dry rocks removed from the water. 
Encourage children to put the rocks in the water and to 
look for different colors in the rocks. Use a magnifying glass 
to examine the rocks. Encourage the children to sort the 
rocks by color, size, texture, or shape.
SAY • Can you find a rock with a smooth edge? How about 

one with a bumpy edge? Can you squeeze a rock and 
get water out of it? No. That is an amazing part of 
the Bible story. God told Moses to hit a rock with 
his staff. Water came out of the rock for the people 
to drink. God gave His people food and water in 
amazing ways.

Move with feathers
Give each child a large feather. Play the key passage song, 
theme song, or other familiar praise and worship songs. 
Choose a variety of songs with different tempos. Wave your 

• rocks
• plastic tub
• water
• towels
• magnifying glass

• large feathers
• “Your Heart, Soul, and 

Mind” song (optional)
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” song 
(optional)
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feather and move to the music. Encourage the children to 
wave their feathers and move with the music too.
SAY • These feathers remind me of how God sent quails 

into the Israelites’ camp for them to eat. When 
God’s people were hungry and thirsty, God gave His 
people food and water. Later, God sent His Son, 
Jesus. Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.” Bread and 
water give people life for a little while, but Jesus gives 
people life forever!

Dress up for places we go
Gather dress-up costumes or props that represent 

people preschoolers might see in their community. 
Examples include a toy stethoscope for a doctor, an 
apron and notepad for a restaurant server, a whistle and a 
basketball for a sports coach. Other suggested roles include 
a bus driver, librarian, grocery clerk, or mail carrier.

Invite preschoolers to dress up to represent the different 
roles. Review who each person is and where he or she might 
be seen in your community. Ask the children to think of 
ways they could tell others about Jesus in the places they 
might see that person. 
SAY • Remember in the video we watched earlier that Frank 

heard the good news about Jesus because someone on 
the train invited Frank to worship with his church. 
Like God gave His people food and water, God 
gave Frank a home through Reborn Community 
Church. But even better than that, God gave Frank 
life forever through His Son, Jesus. God wants all 
people to know about Jesus. Who can you tell? 

• dress-up costumes
• props
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray 
thanking God for the snack.

Serve oyster crackers for snack. Remind preschoolers 
that God gave His people food and water. Comment that 
the crackers may look similar to the manna God provided 
for His people to eat. Bread and water give people life for a 
little while, but Jesus gives people life forever! 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

1. Why did the Israelites complain? (They could not find 
good water, and they were hungry.)

2. What kind of bird came into the camp? (quail)
3. What did the people call the fine flakes of bread on 

the ground? (manna)
4. Why did Moses hit a rock with his staff? (God told 

him to.)
5. What happened when Moses hit the rock? (God 

made water came out of the rock.)
6. What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• oyster crackers 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Your Heart, Soul, 

and Mind” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” 
song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 5 • Session 2

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 108

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 110

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 112

Unit 5 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Exodus 18

STORY POINT: Moses needed help 
to lead God’s people.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 22:37

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is God like? God is holy, good, 

and loving.

Jethro Helped 
Moses
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2

LEADER Bible Study
Moses and the Israelites had experienced a harrowing journey from 
Egypt into the wilderness. They made their way toward Midian, a 
land familiar to Moses. As a young man, Moses had fled from Egypt 
to Midian after he killed an Egyptian. (See Ex. 2:11-15.) Exodus 2 
describes Moses’ first interaction with Jethro (also referred to as Reuel, 
Ex. 2:18), the priest of Midian. Moses rescued Jethro’s seven daughters 
from some shepherds at a well and drew water for their sheep. Jethro 
invited Moses to dinner. Moses stayed with Jethro and married his 
daughter Zipporah.

Moses and Zipporah had two sons. Moses’ family had been staying 
with Jethro, and now they were coming to meet with Moses in the 
wilderness—at the same place where God had spoken to Moses through 
the burning bush. Moses told Jethro about all the good things God had 
done for Israel, and Jethro rejoiced.

As the leader of God’s people, Moses had the job of judging the people. 
Anyone who had any reason to complain stood around Moses all day, 
waiting to present their case. Jethro observed Moses’ long and lonely 
work, and he confronted Moses about it. Judging all the people was too 
much responsibility for one person.

Jethro gave Moses advice about leading the people. Simply, don’t lead 
alone. He encouraged Moses to choose trustworthy men to act as judges 
over smaller groups of people. These men would judge the minor cases 
and bring the major cases to Moses. Then Moses would not have to work 
so much, and the people would not have to wait so long to solve their 
problems. Moses followed his father-in-law’s advice.

God does not intend for anyone to lead alone. He desires unity among 
believers and provided the church body so we can work together to 
accomplish His plan. As you teach this week, emphasize to preschoolers 
the importance of cooperation and humility in wisely carrying out God’s 
mission of making Jesus known.
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 Jethro Helped Moses
Exodus 18

Moses and the Israelites were camping in the wilderness near the 
mountain of God. Moses’ wife’s father, Jethro, lived nearby. He had 
heard about the Israelites’ escape from Egypt. Moses’ family was 

staying with Jethro, and they all came to the wilderness to 
see Moses.

Jethro sent a message to Moses. “I’m 
coming to see you,” he said. “Your 

wife and sons are with me.”
Moses welcomed Jethro and 

invited him into his tent. He 
told Jethro about everything 
God had done for the 
Israelites—how God had 
punished the Egyptians and 
stopped their evil king, and 
how God provided for His 
people and kept them safe. 
Jethro praised God!

The next day, Moses sat 
down to listen to the people 

who had problems and tell 
them what to do. The people 

stood around all day, waiting for 
their turn to talk to Moses. Jethro asked 

Moses, “Why are you the only one judging the 
people?”

Moses said, “The people want answers. I listen to their problems and 
tell them what God’s laws are.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Enlist actors: 
Invite two men to 
visit your class in 
Bible times clothing. 
Ask them to pretend 
to be Jethro and 
Moses and tell the 
story as dialogue. 

• Use a tent: Set up 
a tent in front of the 
class. Invite children 
to sit by the tent as 
they listen to the 
Bible story. The tent 
may be a pop-up 
tent or a table with a 
blanket over it. If the 
tent is large enough, 
tell the Bible story 
inside the tent. 

The BIBLE Story
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 Jethro Helped Moses
Exodus 18

Moses and the Israelites were camping in the wilderness near the 
mountain of God. Moses’ wife’s father, Jethro, lived nearby. He had 
heard about the Israelites’ escape from Egypt. Moses’ family was 

staying with Jethro, and they all came to the wilderness to 
see Moses.

Jethro sent a message to Moses. “I’m 
coming to see you,” he said. “Your 

wife and sons are with me.”
Moses welcomed Jethro and 

invited him into his tent. He 
told Jethro about everything 
God had done for the 
Israelites—how God had 
punished the Egyptians and 
stopped their evil king, and 
how God provided for His 
people and kept them safe. 
Jethro praised God!

The next day, Moses sat 
down to listen to the people 

who had problems and tell 
them what to do. The people 

stood around all day, waiting for 
their turn to talk to Moses. Jethro asked 

Moses, “Why are you the only one judging the 
people?”

Moses said, “The people want answers. I listen to their problems and 
tell them what God’s laws are.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Enlist actors: 
Invite two men to 
visit your class in 
Bible times clothing. 
Ask them to pretend 
to be Jethro and 
Moses and tell the 
story as dialogue. 

• Use a tent: Set up 
a tent in front of the 
class. Invite children 
to sit by the tent as 
they listen to the 
Bible story. The tent 
may be a pop-up 
tent or a table with a 
blanket over it. If the 
tent is large enough, 
tell the Bible story 
inside the tent. 

“This is not good,” Jethro said. “This job is too big for 
one person.”

Then Jethro gave Moses some advice: “You can be the 
person who speaks to God for the Israelites. Teach the 
people God’s laws. Show them how to live. Tell them what 
God wants them to do. But choose good men from all the 
people to be leaders too. They can judge the people’s less 
important cases and bring the most important ones to you. 
This way, you won’t get worn out from doing everything 
by yourself, and the people will be happy because they 
don’t have to stand around all day to get an answer.”

So Moses took Jethro’s advice. He chose men from all 
of Israel and made them leaders over the people. They 
judged the smaller cases and brought the big cases to 
Moses. Then Jethro returned to his own land.

Christ Connection: Moses needed others to help him lead 
God’s people and teach them God’s laws. God does not want 
Jesus’ followers to be alone. He gives us friends of faith who can 
help us love God, obey God, and tell others about Him.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jethro Helped Moses
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 18
STORY POINT: Moses needed help to lead God’s people.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to look at the pictures on the left and 
draw a line connecting each item to where it belongs.
SAY • Do you ever help put things away at home? I’m sure 

your family is glad for your help. We can help at 
home, church, and really anywhere! In today’s Bible 
story, Moses needed help. Listen to our Bible story to 
hear what Moses needed help with. 

Play “Follow Moses” 
Play follow-the-leader, but call the leader Moses. Form a 
single file line behind Moses. Moses will walk around the 
room performing actions for the rest of the group to mimic. 
After a short amount of time, let Moses choose a new leader. 
Call this child Moses’ helper. Play again with multiple helpers 
as time allows.
SAY • God chose Moses to be the leader of the Israelite 

• “Guide Me, O Thou 
Great Jehovah” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “I Need Help” activity 
page, 1 per child

• markers or crayons
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people. People who had problems would come to 
Moses, and Moses would tell them what to do. 
Moses’ relative Jethro came to visit Moses. Jethro 
helped Moses figure out a better way to lead God’s 
people. Listen to our Bible story to hear the advice 
Jethro gave Moses. 

Pretend to go camping
Set out camping supplies: sleeping bags, backpacks, a frying 
pan, flashlights, and empty cardboard tubes to serve as logs. 
Provide a small indoor tent or put a blanket over a table. 
Invite preschoolers to play out going camping. Talk about 
the children’s experiences camping with their families.
SAY • The Bible Book of Exodus tells us about the Israelites 

leaving Egypt and going to the promised land. They 
camped in the wilderness for many years. Moses 
had visitors to his tent. His wife’s father was named 
Jethro. When Jethro came to visit Moses, he saw 
how hard Moses was working and knew that Moses 
needed help to lead God’s people. Listen to hear 
what Jethro told Moses in our Bible story. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite all the children to sit on the floor. Take one child’s 
hand to help her stand up. Lead her to take another child’s 
hand to help him up. Continue until every child has been 
helped up to move to Bible study.

• camping supplies 
(small tent or 
blanket, sleeping 
bags, backpacks, 
frying pan, 
flashlights, empty 
cardboard tubes to 
serve as logs)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Exodus 18 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Our Bible story today is from the Book of Exodus. 

Exodus is the second book of the Bible. The Bible is 
the most important book there is because it is God’s 
Word. God’s Word is true.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Tell or watch the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Jethro helped Moses see that the job of listening to 

everyone’s problems was too hard for one person to 
do on his own. Moses needed help to lead God’s 
people and teach them God’s laws. Jethro told 
Moses to choose good men to help. God does not 
want Jesus’ followers to be alone either. God gives us 
friends to help us. They help us love God, obey God, 
and tell others about Him.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Jethro Helped Moses” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jethro Helped Moses
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 18
STORY POINT: Moses needed help to lead God’s people.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving.
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Practice the key passage 
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at 
Matthew 22:37. Invite a volunteer to open your Bible to the 
key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Review the actions 
you chose for the key passage. Encourage the girls to say the 
key passage together. Repeat, encouraging the boys to say it. 
Then encourage everyone to say it together. 
SAY • What is your soul? Your soul is all of you. Your soul 

can love God and love other people. God wants us to 
love Him with everything we are. I am glad we have 
teachers and friends who help us learn to love God!

Sing the key passage song, “Your Heart, Soul, and Mind,” 
and the theme song “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.”

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is, What is God like? God 

is holy, good, and loving. God loves people. God 
does not want Jesus’ followers to be alone. He gives 
us friends of faith who can help us love God, obey 
God, and tell others about Him.

Missions moment
Arrange for a guest whose life was changed because 

someone shared the gospel or invited him or her to church. 
Ask the guest to share his or her story with preschoolers. 
SAY • Last week we heard about Frank. Frank’s life was 

changed because someone in his neighborhood loved 
him enough to tell him about Jesus. Sharing the 
gospel is the best way to love our neighbors.

Introduce the guest speaker.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “Your Heart, Soul, and 

Mind” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• guest
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jethro Helped Moses
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 18
STORY POINT: Moses needed help to lead God’s people.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving.

Build towers
Divide 24 blocks into two piles. Make two masking tape 
X’s on the floor across the room from the blocks. Choose a 
child to bring one set of blocks across the room and build 
a tower with them on one X. Then choose four children to 
work together to bring the other set of blocks and build a 
tower on the other X. Ask children to predict which tower 
will be completed first. After the children finish the two 
towers, check the predictions. 
SAY • You all worked very hard! [Motion to child who 

worked alone.] You ran back and forth to get all your 
blocks! Why do you think the other team finished 
first? Four people carried all their blocks in one trip. 
They helped one another. Moses was trying to judge 
all the people himself. Moses needed help to lead 
God’s people. God does not want Jesus’ followers to 
be alone. He gives us friends of faith who can help us 
love God, obey God, and tell others about Him.

Play a judge game
Print the “Be the Judge” printable and cut apart the cards. 
Fold the cards and put them in a basket. Choose one child 
to be the Judge. Direct her to stand at the front of the room. 
Suggest that other children be her helpers. Allow a child to 

• blocks, 24
• masking tape

• “Be the Judge” 
printable

• scissors (adult use) 
• basket
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choose a card from the basket. Read aloud the scenario on 
the card. Encourage the helpers to suggest ways to respond. 
Let the Judge choose the best answer. Then choose a new 
Judge. Play again as time allows. 
SAY • We have been pretending to be a judge and her 

helpers. Sometimes it is hard to know how to solve 
some problems. Moses taught the people God’s 
laws, showed them how to live, and told them what 
God wanted them to do. Moses needed help to 
lead God’s people. We need help too. God gives us 
friends of faith who can help us know God’s Word 
and how to obey Him. 

Make a friendship wreath
Lightly draw a large circle on poster board or a large sheet of 
paper. Invite children to choose a paint color. Paint a child’s 
hand with the color of his choice. Then press his hand onto 
the poster board around the circle. Overlap handprints and 
leave the center of the circle empty. Wipe hands as soon as 
children finish their handprints. Write God gives us friends to 
help us! in the middle of the wreath. Trim the outer edge of 
the wreath to hang it in your room or on your door. 
SAY • We worked together to make a pretty wreath for our 

door. Who used the red paint? Who used the green? 
Who used the blue? The wreath is pretty because 
we used different colors. If one person had done the 
whole wreath with red handprints, would it have 
looked the same? No. The people who made red 
handprints needed the blue and green handprint 
people to help. In our Bible story, Moses needed 
help to lead God’s people.

• poster board or large 
sheet of paper

• pencil 
• washable paint 
• paintbrushes
• wipes
• marker
• scissors (adult use)
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Play a button toss game
Write the following helper names on 12 baking cups: 
mom, dad, grandma, grandpa, brother, sister, friend, teacher, 
doctor, babysitter, mail carrier, and garbage collector. Place 
one baking cup in each section of a muffin tin. Encourage 
a child to toss a large button into the muffin tin. Read the 
label in the cup in which the button lands. Ask the child to 
name a way that person helps him. Encourage the child to 
also name a way that he can help the person named. 
SAY • Families and friends often help one another! You 

have named lots of ways that people help you. Can 
you help each other remember the answer to our big 
picture question? What is God like? God is holy, 
good, and loving. One way that God shows how 
much He loves us is by giving us people to help us!

Draw helping pictures
Brainstorm with preschoolers ways they can 

help people in their community. Begin by helping them 
think through the people they see regularly. Then help 
them think of how they can help each person. Suggest a 
preschooler choose one person and one way he or she can 
help that person. Lead preschoolers to draw a picture of 
them completing the task. Encourage preschoolers to share 
their artwork with their family. Challenge preschoolers to 
complete the task this week and tell that person about Jesus. 
SAY • Helping others is important. The greatest way we can 

help someone is to tell them the good news about 
Jesus. Let’s pray that God will help us love the people 
in our drawings and that He will lead us to help 
them and give us the opportunity to tell them about 
His Son, Jesus.

• muffin tin
• baking cups, 12
• large button
• marker 

• paper 
• markers

Option: Take a 
picture of each 
preschooler’s 
artwork or jot 
down their plan 
on who and how 
to help. Send the 
information to 
parents during the 
week, encouraging 
them to help 
their child follow 
through. Plan time 
next week for 
preschoolers who 
wish to share their 
experience to do so. 
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Ask preschoolers to help you serve snack. Choose one 
preschooler to pass out napkins. Choose another to hand 
out cups. Choose another to pass out snack items. Choose 
another to help clean up. Moses needed help to lead God’s 
people. Thank you for helping me give snack to our class! 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

1. What did Moses tell Jethro? (about everything God 
had done for the Israelites)

2. How did Moses help the people who had problems? 
(He listened to them and told them what to do.)

3. What did Jethro say about Moses helping the people 
with problems? (The job is too big for one person.)

4. What did Jethro tell Moses to do? (Choose good men 
to be leaders and help you.)

5. What did Moses do? (He chose men to be leaders to 
judge the small cases.)

6. What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Your Heart, Soul, 

and Mind” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” 
song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 120

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 122

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 124

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Exodus 19–20

STORY POINT: God gave rules to 
show how to love Him and others.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 22:37

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is God like? God is holy, good, 

and loving..

Unit 5 • Session 3
The Ten 

Commandments

Unit 5 • Session 3

116 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 5 • Session 3



3

LEADER Bible Study
As the rescued people of Israel traveled toward the promised land, God 
gave them laws to guide them in how to live and to help them understand 
God’s perfect holiness. God’s laws covered every part of their lives and 
were summed up in the Ten Commandments.

The Ten Commandments can be grouped into two categories: The first 
four laws deal with a person’s relationship with God and the last six laws 
deal with a person’s relationship with others. God did not give laws for the 
sake of giving laws; the laws had a purpose. Not only did they show what 
righteous living looks like, they were part of the covenant God made with 
Israel, known as the Mosaic covenant. (See Ex. 19:3-8.)

God had promised Abraham that all the peoples on earth would be 
blessed through him. (See Gen. 12:3.) “Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him for righteousness” (Rom. 4:3). God’s promise to Abraham 
would be fulfilled in Jesus. But God gave the law to guide people until 
Jesus came.

As you teach, avoid presenting the Ten Commandments as a burden—a 
list of laws they must try to keep to earn God’s favor. God’s rules are good 
and are meant to help us, but the Bible is clear that we are all sinful and fall 
short of God’s standard for holiness. Our obedience can’t save us.

Point preschoolers to Jesus and help them understand that God is pleased 
with us because He looks at Jesus, who never sinned. Because of Christ, 
we have a right relationship with God. He gives us power through the 
Holy Spirit to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind” and to “love your neighbor as yourself ” 
(Matt. 22:37-39).
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The BIBLE Story

 The Ten Commandments
Exodus 19–20

After the Israelites escaped from Egypt, they came into the wilderness 
and set up camp at the base of a mountain called Mount Sinai. God 
wanted to make a covenant, or special agreement, with His people.

Moses went up the mountain. God said to 
Moses, “Tell the Israelites these words: 

‘You have seen what I did to the 
Egyptians and how I rescued you. 

If you listen carefully to Me and 
keep My covenant, you will be 
My people.’ ”

Moses went back to the 
people and told them what 
God said. The Israelites said, 
“We will do everything the 
Lord said.”

Moses went back to the 
Lord. God said to Moses, “I 

am going to come to you in 
a thick cloud. Get the people 

ready to hear Me speak to you so 
that they will believe you.”
Moses got the people ready. Three 

days later, Moses brought the people to 
the bottom of the mountain. God came down 

the mountain in a fire, and smoke covered the 
mountain. The mountain shook, and they heard a loud trumpet sound.

God said, “I am the Lord your God. I brought you out of the land of 
Egypt. I set you free from slavery.”

Then God gave Moses the Ten Commandments. The first four 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use sound 
effects: Download 
a loud trumpet sound 
effect. Play at the 
appropriate moment 
in the Bible story. 
Consider leading 
children to play out 
the ground shaking 
as well.

• Count to 10: 
As you say each 
commandment, 
hold up a finger 
until you have all 10 
fingers up. Say the 
commandments 
again, leading 
preschoolers to hold 
up their fingers with 
you. 
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 The Ten Commandments
Exodus 19–20

After the Israelites escaped from Egypt, they came into the wilderness 
and set up camp at the base of a mountain called Mount Sinai. God 
wanted to make a covenant, or special agreement, with His people.

Moses went up the mountain. God said to 
Moses, “Tell the Israelites these words: 

‘You have seen what I did to the 
Egyptians and how I rescued you. 

If you listen carefully to Me and 
keep My covenant, you will be 
My people.’ ”

Moses went back to the 
people and told them what 
God said. The Israelites said, 
“We will do everything the 
Lord said.”

Moses went back to the 
Lord. God said to Moses, “I 

am going to come to you in 
a thick cloud. Get the people 

ready to hear Me speak to you so 
that they will believe you.”
Moses got the people ready. Three 

days later, Moses brought the people to 
the bottom of the mountain. God came down 

the mountain in a fire, and smoke covered the 
mountain. The mountain shook, and they heard a loud trumpet sound.

God said, “I am the Lord your God. I brought you out of the land of 
Egypt. I set you free from slavery.”

Then God gave Moses the Ten Commandments. The first four 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use sound 
effects: Download 
a loud trumpet sound 
effect. Play at the 
appropriate moment 
in the Bible story. 
Consider leading 
children to play out 
the ground shaking 
as well.

• Count to 10: 
As you say each 
commandment, 
hold up a finger 
until you have all 10 
fingers up. Say the 
commandments 
again, leading 
preschoolers to hold 
up their fingers with 
you. 

commandments told the Israelites how to have a right 
relationship with God: “Do not have other gods besides 
Me. Do not make an idol for yourself. Do not misuse 
the name of the Lord your God. Remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy.” The last six commandments told the 
Israelites how to have a right relationship with other people: 
“You must honor your father and mother. You must not 
murder. You must keep your marriage promises. You 
must not steal. You must not lie. You must not want what 
belongs to someone else.”

When the people heard God talking to Moses, they were 
afraid. “Do not be afraid,” Moses said. “God wants you to 
fear Him so that you will not sin.”

The Israelites stood back, and Moses went up the 
mountain. Moses was on the mountain for many days. God 
gave Moses more laws. When God was finished speaking to 
Moses, He gave Moses two stone tablets. God had written 
on the tablets with His own finger.

Christ Connection: God gave us rules to show that He is holy. 
Our sin keeps us away from God, but Jesus came to bring us 
back to Him. Jesus is holy; He never sinned. We can trust Him 
to forgive our sin.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Ten Commandments
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 19–20
STORY POINT: God gave rules to show how to love Him and others.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to connect the dots in order to form 
two stone tablets. Read the Ten Commandments. 
SAY • The Ten Commandments are rules that show us how 

to love God and other people. We will hear how God 
gave the Ten Commandments in today’s Bible story.

Climb the mountain
Lead children in playing out climbing a mountain. Act out 
the following directions and encourage children to join in.  

• “Let’s go climb a mountain. We’re walking up the 
hill. [Take high steps.]

• Watch out for branches. [Pretend to push them out of 
the way.]

• It’s muddy here, watch your step. [Pretend to step 
carefully.] 

• Duck under this rock. [Duck your head.]

• “Guide Me, O Thou 
Great Jehovah” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “The Ten 
Commandments” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• markers or crayons

Option: Add interest 
by going through 
the directions 
several times at 
varying speeds.
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• Here’s a rock wall, let’s go up it. [Pretend to rock 
climb, reaching high with your hands and feet.]

• Just a little farther. [Walk like you are really tired.] 
• Oh, look at this view. [Shield eyes with hand. Look 
around.]

• Time to go home. [Walk a few steps.]
• Down the rock wall.” [Pretend to climb down.]

Reverse all the motions. End with “Home!”
SAY • We pretended to climb a mountain. In our Bible 

story today, Moses and the Israelites camped at the 
base of a mountain. Moses climbed a mountain 
to hear from God. God wanted to make a special 
agreement with His people. 

Play hopscotch
Make a hopscotch grid with tape. Place the key passage 
poster in the final square. Direct a child to toss a beanbag 
on a square. Guide her to hop in each square, skipping the 
square with the beanbag. When she reaches the final square, 
help her repeat the key passage.
SAY • Our key passage is what Jesus said when some 

teachers of the law asked Him which commandment 
was most important. Today we will learn about the 
Ten Commandments God gave Moses many years 
before the teachers asked Jesus that question.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Guide preschoolers to hold up 10 fingers as they move to 
Bible study. 

• tape
• Key Passage Poster
• beanbag

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Ten Commandments
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 19–20
STORY POINT: God gave rules to show how to love Him and others.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Exodus 19–20 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Our Bible story today comes from the Book of 

Exodus. Exodus is the second book in the Bible. The 
Bible is God’s words. God’s words are true. Today’s 
Bible story is about when God gave the people the 
Ten Commandments. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Tell or watch the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God gave rules to show how to love Him and 

others. God’s rules show us that He is holy. When 
we break God’s rules, we sin. Our sin keeps us away 
from God, but Jesus came to bring us back to Him. 
Jesus is holy; He never sinned. We when turn from 
our sin and trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin and 
looks at us as if we never sinned—like Jesus! 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “The Ten 

Commandments” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at 
Matthew 22:37. Invite a volunteer to open your Bible to 
the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Repeat the key 
passage several times with the motions you chose. Allow 
preschoolers to try saying the key passage from memory. 
SAY • Where is your mind? [Point to your head.] You use 

your mind to think. God wants us to love Him with 
everything we think and do. The greatest and most 
important rule God gave us is to love Him. We show 
we love God when we follow His commands.

Sing the key passage song, “Your Heart , Soul, and Mind,” 
and the theme song “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question asks, What is God like? 

God is holy, good, and loving. God is holy. That 
means that He is different from everything else. God 
gave us rules to show that He is holy. Jesus is holy 
too. He never sinned. God is loving and good. He 
forgives our sin when we trust in Jesus.

Missions moment
SAY • When Demaj (dih MAH jay) went to a 

church in his neighborhood for help with his school 
work, he also learned about God. God gave rules to 
show how to love Him and others. Now, Demaj 
loves Jesus. Watch this video to see how he is loving 
his neighbors by inviting them to worship with him. 

Show the “My Neighborhood” missions video.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “Your Heart , Soul, 

and Mind” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “My Neighborhood” 
missions video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Ten Commandments
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 19–20
STORY POINT: God gave rules to show how to love Him and others.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 22:37
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving.

Stack the blocks
Put pieces of masking tape on 10 blocks. Number the 
blocks 1-10, writing on the masking tape. Encourage the 
children to line the blocks up in order from 1 to 10 or 
stack them in order. Count several times, pointing to each 
number. Encourage children to remember as many of the 
Ten Commandments as they can. Briefly explain each 
commandment as you talk about it. Open the Bible to 
Exodus 19–20 and comment that we can find the rules God 
gave Moses in the Book of Exodus.
SAY • God’s rules show us what He is like. What is God 

like? God is holy, good, and loving. God is holy. He 
never sins. We are not holy. We break God’s rules. 
Breaking God’s rules is sin. Our sin keeps us away 
from God, but Jesus bring us back to God. Jesus is 
holy; He never sinned. When we put our trust in 
Jesus, God forgives our sin and makes us holy.

Follow paths
Use different colors of tape to make winding paths along 
the floor. Make one or more paths intersect at several places. 
Assign each child a path to follow and a way to move such 
as tiptoe on the blue path or walk sideways on the green  

• Bible
• blocks
• marker
• masking tape

• colorful tape

Option: If different 
colors of tape are 
not available, use 
masking tape and 
adhere dot stickers 
every 8-12 inches. 
Use a different 
colored dot for 
each path.
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path. After a few turns, allow children to give other children 
directions.
SAY • Good job obeying commands! Was it easy or hard 

to obey? God gave rules to show how to love Him 
and others. Keeping God’s commands are not easy. 
We are sinners. When we have trouble obeying a 
command, we can ask God to help us and He will. 
When we sin by breaking a command, we can ask 
God to forgive us, and He will. God forgives us 
because Jesus obeyed God perfectly. 

Make clay tablets
Give each child a ball of air-dry clay and a piece of waxed 
paper. Guide a child to flatten her clay and use a pencil 
or craft stick to draw a cross. Use a permanent marker to 
write the child’s name on the corner of her waxed paper. Let 
parents know the clay tablets will dry in about two days. 
SAY • God gave rules to show how to love Him and 

others. God wrote His rules on the stone tablets with 
His own finger. Sadly, God’s people did not keep 
His commandments like they said they would. Later, 
God promised to put His commandments in their 
hearts. When we turn from sin and follow Jesus, God 
changes our hearts so we want to and are able to keep 
His commandments.

Sort the commandments
Print the “Ten Commandments” printable and cut out the 
cards or write each commandment on a strip of paper, using 
the language from the Bible story. Write God on a sheet of 
paper. Write Others on another sheet of paper. Gather two 
hula hoops. Place each sheet in a hula hoop. Mix up the 

• air-dry clay 
• flour (optional)
• salt (optional)
• water (optional)
• waxed paper
• pencils 
• craft sticks 

(optional)
• permanent marker

Option: Make your 
own air hardening 
clay by mixing 4 
cups of flour and 
1 1/2 cups of salt. 
Add approximately 
1 1/2 cups of water 
gradually and 
knead until a ball 
forms.

• “Ten 
Commandments” 
printable

• hula hoops, 2
• paper
• marker
• bag or basket
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commandments in a bag or basket. Invite preschoolers to 
take turns pulling a commandment from the bag. Read each 
commandment. Work together to decide if God is giving 
a rule about having a right relationship with Him or with 
others. Place the commandment in the correct hoop.
SAY • God gave rules to show how to love Him and 

others. God’s rules show us that He is holy. Our sin 
keeps us away from God, but Jesus came to bring us 
back to Him. Jesus is holy; He never sinned. We can 
trust Him to forgive our sin.

Support a ministry 
Identify a local ministry in your community that 

your church partners with or supports such as a nursing 
home, homeless shelter, or refugee center. Invite a volunteer 
from the ministry to visit your class and tell about his or 
her work. If a guest is unavailable, research the ministry 
and tell preschoolers about it yourself. Consider showing an 
informational video if available and age-appropriate.  

If possible, implement a ministry project to specifically 
serve the ministry or make cards for people the ministry 
serves. Take time to pray for the ministry. 
SAY • Remember from the video we watched earlier 

that Demaj learned about Jesus because Reborn 
Community Church offered a “help with homework” 
program. Church volunteers helped Demaj with his 
school work, but they also met his greatest need: to 
know about Jesus. God gave rules to show how to 
love Him and others. Helping people is a way to 
love others, but the greatest way to love others is to 
tell them the good news about Jesus.  

• guest 
• supplies for project 

(optional)
• paper (optional) 
• markers (optional) 
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve graham crackers and frosting for snack. Give each 
child two graham cracker rectangles with the top corners 
broken off. Encourage them to frost the crackers and “write” 
with a toothpick in the frosting. Comment that God wrote 
His commands on the stone tablets with His own finger. 
God gave rules to show us how to love Him and others.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

1. What is the word for the special agreement God 
made with the Israelites? (a covenant)

2. Who went up the mountain to hear what God said? 
(Moses)

3. What did the first four commandments tell the 
people? (how to have a right relationship with God)

4. What did the last six commandments tell the people? 
(how to have a right relationship with people)

5. Who wrote on the two stone tablets? (God)
6. What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving.

Transition 
When children finish their snack, preschoolers may color 
the Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice 
the key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the 
key passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• graham crackers 

(optional)
• frosting (optional)
• blunt-tipped 

toothpicks 
(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Your Heart, Soul, 

and Mind” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” 
song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Unit 6: Worship in the Wilderness

Session 1:
The Golden Calf
Exodus 32; 34
Story Point: God’s people 
worshiped a golden calf.

Session 2: 
The Tabernacle Was Built
Exodus 35–40
Story Point: God told His people 
to build the tabernacle.

Session 3:
Rules for Sacrifice
Leviticus
Story Point: God made ways to 
forgive His people.

Unit Description:
As the rescued people of Israel traveled through the wilderness, God 
instructed His covenant people how to live holy lives in an unholy world. 
God also gave them rules for worship. God’s law sustained their relationship 
with God until His perfect plan was revealed through Jesus Christ.

Key Passage: 
Exodus 15:2a

Big Picture Question: 
What is worship? Worship is 
celebrating the greatness of God.
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Rules for Sacrifice
God made ways to forgive His people.

The Tabernacle Was Built 
God told His people to build the 
tabernacle.

The Golden Calf
God’s people worshiped a golden calf.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 6 • Session 1

Exodus 32; 34

STORY POINT: God’s people 
worshiped a golden calf.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Exodus 15:2a

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is worship? Worship is celebrating 

the greatness of God.

The Golden Calf

BIBLE PASSAGE: 

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 134

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 136

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 138

Unit 6 • Session 1
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1

LEADER Bible Study
God led His people into the wilderness, but He did not leave them there 
alone. The Lord was with His people. He provided meat, bread, and 
water. He guided them to Mount Sinai, where He met with their leader, 
Moses. The Lord came down on the mountain in fire, and He spoke 
through thunder. The Israelites could not have ignored His presence.

But when Moses went up on the mountain and did not return for several 
weeks, the Israelites felt abandoned. They appealed to Moses’ brother, 
Aaron: “Come, make gods for us who will go before us because this 
Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt—we don’t 
know what has happened to him!” (Ex. 32:1)

Aaron’s response led the people to commit a terrible sin. He gathered 
gold from the people and made an image of a calf, and the people 
worshiped the golden calf. God saw what the people were doing, and 
He told Moses to go down the mountain at once. Moses confronted 
his brother. Aaron claimed that when the people gave him the gold, he 
threw it into the fire, and “out came this calf!” (Ex. 32:24)

God punished His people for worshiping a golden calf, and Moses 
returned to the mountain to ask the Lord to forgive the Israelites’ sin. 
Moses could not atone for the people’s sin; God said He would hold 
the people accountable for their sins, but the Lord did not abandon the 
Israelites.

Introduce the preschoolers you teach to the concept of idolatry. An idol 
is anything a person puts in the place of God. Explain that idolatry is a 
sin. The Israelites deserved to be punished for their sin. In the same way, 
we deserve to be punished for our sin. Point out that Jesus never sinned. 
He is greater than Moses, and when we sin, Jesus not only talks to the 
Father for us, He atones for our sin. God forgives those who trust in 
Jesus.
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 The Golden Calf
Exodus 32; 34

Moses and the Israelites were in the wilderness. God had freed them 
from slavery in Egypt, and He helped them escape the angry pharaoh 
and his army. The Israelites set up camp in front of a mountain called 

Mount Sinai (SIGH nigh). Moses went up the mountain, 
and God talked to him.

God had a lot to tell Moses, and 
Moses was up on the mountain for 

a long time. The Israelites at the 
bottom of the mountain were 

tired of waiting.
Where is Moses? What 

is taking him so long? they 
wondered.

The people went to talk 
to Aaron, Moses’ brother. 
“We need a god to lead us 
because we do not know 
what happened to Moses,” 

they said. So Aaron used gold 
to make a statue of a calf for 

them to worship.
God saw what the people were 

doing, and He was angry because of 
their sin. God told Moses to go down the 

mountain.
Moses rushed down the mountain, carrying two 

stone tablets that God had written on. He got closer to the camp and 
saw the people dancing in front of the gold calf. Moses threw down 
the stone tablets, smashing them at the bottom of the mountain. 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Dramatic play: 
Invite an adult 
leader to dress in 
Bible times clothing 
and pantomime 
Moses’ actions while 
you tell the story. 
Add a dramatically 
long pause when 
he leaves the room. 
Use a whiny voice 
for the Israelites. 
Consider inviting 
another leader or 
child to act as Aaron, 
and/or inviting the 
preschoolers to act as 
the Israelites.

• Art: Use a gold 
writing utensil to 
draw a calf on paper 
when you come to 
the part of the story 
where Aaron makes 
the calf. Rip up the 
paper when you come 
to the part of the 
story where Moses 
destroys the calf. 

The BIBLE Story
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 The Golden Calf
Exodus 32; 34

Moses and the Israelites were in the wilderness. God had freed them 
from slavery in Egypt, and He helped them escape the angry pharaoh 
and his army. The Israelites set up camp in front of a mountain called 

Mount Sinai (SIGH nigh). Moses went up the mountain, 
and God talked to him.

God had a lot to tell Moses, and 
Moses was up on the mountain for 

a long time. The Israelites at the 
bottom of the mountain were 

tired of waiting.
Where is Moses? What 

is taking him so long? they 
wondered.

The people went to talk 
to Aaron, Moses’ brother. 
“We need a god to lead us 
because we do not know 
what happened to Moses,” 

they said. So Aaron used gold 
to make a statue of a calf for 

them to worship.
God saw what the people were 

doing, and He was angry because of 
their sin. God told Moses to go down the 

mountain.
Moses rushed down the mountain, carrying two 

stone tablets that God had written on. He got closer to the camp and 
saw the people dancing in front of the gold calf. Moses threw down 
the stone tablets, smashing them at the bottom of the mountain. 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Dramatic play: 
Invite an adult 
leader to dress in 
Bible times clothing 
and pantomime 
Moses’ actions while 
you tell the story. 
Add a dramatically 
long pause when 
he leaves the room. 
Use a whiny voice 
for the Israelites. 
Consider inviting 
another leader or 
child to act as Aaron, 
and/or inviting the 
preschoolers to act as 
the Israelites.

• Art: Use a gold 
writing utensil to 
draw a calf on paper 
when you come to 
the part of the story 
where Aaron makes 
the calf. Rip up the 
paper when you come 
to the part of the 
story where Moses 
destroys the calf. 

Then he destroyed the gold calf.
“What were you thinking?” Moses asked his brother.
The next day, Moses said, “I will go up to the Lord. 

Maybe I can do something so God will forgive you.” Then 
Moses went back up the mountain to talk to God.

“Please forgive these people,” Moses said to God. God 
said, “When it is time to punish them, I will punish them 
for their sin.”

God gave Moses more laws and instructions. God made 
two more stone tablets because Moses broke the first two. 
God said to Moses, “The Lord cares about His people. 
He is good to them. But He will punish the guilty.”

Moses bowed down and worshiped God. “Lord, please 
go with us,” he said. “Forgive our sin, and accept us as Your 
people.

Christ Connection: God’s people disobeyed God, and Moses 
asked God to forgive them. Moses talked to God for the people. 
When we sin, Jesus talks to God for us. Jesus never sinned. God 
forgives those who trust in Jesus.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Golden Calf
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 32; 34
STORY POINT: God’s people worshiped a golden calf.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks. 

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to circle the nine out-of-place items on 
the activity page. Emphasize how such things distract us 
from worshiping God.
SAY •There are some silly things in that worship service! 

Imagine trying to focus on God with a cow in the 
room. In our Bible story today, people didn’t just lose 
focus on God, they actually started worshiping a cow 
statue they made! Jesus always stays focused on God, 
and He helps us worship Him alone.

Play freeze dance
Encourage preschoolers to dance freely while you play 
music, but to freeze like a statue when the music stops. Tell 
children they must wait patiently for the music to begin 
again. Create longer pauses in each round. Consider using a 
device that will make it difficult for children to know when 

• “Guide Me, O Thou 
Great Jehovah” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “What Does Not 
Belong?” activity 
page, 1 per child

• markers or crayons

• 
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” song 
(optional) 

• “He Has Become My 
Salvation” song 
(optional) 

134 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 6 • Session 1



you are about to pause or play the music. Dance along with 
the boys and girls.
SAY •Was it hard to wait patiently during our game? Today 

we will learn about a time when God’s people got 
tired of waiting for Moses. They even started dancing 
for a silly statue! Jesus always waits patiently to hear 
from God the Father, and Jesus talks to God the 
Father for us when we sin.

Build with gold
Wrap blocks in gold paper. Encourage preschoolers to build 
with the gold blocks. Suggest children try building a cow 
with the gold blocks and then knock it down. Remind 
children to move out of the path of falling blocks.
SAY •Do you remember the first two commandments 

from our Bible story last week? (Do not have other 
gods besides Me. Do not make an idol for yourself.) 
God’s people had heard God speak in thunder and 
saw His miracles, but they broke these first two 
commandments by making a golden cow to worship 
instead of God! Jesus never forgets God’s commands. 
When we trust in Jesus, God puts His law in our 
hearts so we can remember them and keep them.

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to moo like cows as they move to Bible 
study.

• blocks
• gold paper
• tape

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Golden Calf
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 32; 34
STORY POINT: God’s people worshiped a golden calf.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Exodus 32 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Today’s Bible story comes from the second book of 

the Bible, Exodus. Moses wrote this story so everyone 
would know God’s true Word!

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Tell or watch the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • After everything God had done for His people, 

they disobeyed His commands. The first two 
commandments say do not have other gods besides 
Me and do not make an idol for yourself. An idol is 
anything a person makes as important as God. God’s 
people worshiped a golden calf! God was right to 
be angry with them. Moses asked God to forgive His 
people. When we sin, Jesus talks to God for us. Jesus 
never sinned. God forgives those who trust in Jesus.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “The Golden Calf” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at Exodus 15:2. 
Before the session, wrap the Bible in gold paper. Invite a 
preschooler to tear off the gold paper and open the Bible to 
the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Create motions 
for preschoolers to use as they say the key passage. Use the 
key passage song video for inspiration.
SAY • Our key passage comes from a song that Moses wrote 

when God rescued the Israelites from Pharaoh’s army 
at the Red Sea. God’s people should have remembered 
it so they wouldn’t be tempted to make and worship 
an idol! We worship only God because He rescues us.

Sing the key passage song, “He Has Become My Salvation,” 
and the theme song “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.”

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • We’ve talked about worship a lot today, but does 

anyone know what worship is? That’s our big picture 
question. What is worship? Worship is celebrating 
the greatness of God. God’s people worshiped a 
golden calf, but God alone deserves celebrating!

Missions moment
Display the “Buddhist Temple Worship” printable.

SAY • This woman is worshiping in a temple, but she is not 
worshiping the one true God of the Bible. Japan is 
a country filled with temples like this. We will hear 
about a missionary family that is telling the people of 
Japan about Jesus. Let’s pray for the people in Japan 
and for the woman in this picture.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• gold paper
• tape
• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “He Has Become My 

Salvation” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Buddhist Temple 
Worship” printable
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Golden Calf
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 32; 34
STORY POINT: God’s people worshiped a golden calf.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.

Guess the emotion
Explain that you will act out an emotion. Children should 
guess the emotion. The first child to guess correctly may 
then act out an emotion for the other children to guess. Be 
prepared to offer suggestions. Include emotions from the 
Bible story, such as impatient and angry.
SAY • The people in our Bible story felt many different 

emotions, and they weren’t hard to guess! The 
Israelites were tired of waiting for Moses, so 
they made a new leader to follow. God’s people 
worshiped a golden calf. God was angry at their sin, 
but Moses asked God to forgive His people. When 
we sin, Jesus talks to God for us. Jesus never sinned. 
God forgives those who trust in Jesus.

Spend wisely
Give preschoolers play money and allow them to “shop” 
for toys and other classroom items. Younger preschoolers 
may simply exchange their money for any item. Consider 
assigning prices to various items for older preschoolers. 
Help them determine how much they can “buy” with the 
money they have. Encourage children to think about how 
to spend their money wisely. Ask each child to explain why 
he chose to buy the things he did.

Suggested 
emotions: 

• happy
• sad
• angry
• surprised
• excited
• impatient

• play money
• toys and other 

classroom items

Tip: To avoid tears, 
remind children 
that this is pretend, 
and both the money 
and the toys will 
remain in the 
classroom.
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SAY • In our Bible story today, the people gave Aaron their 
gold to make a statue. They spent what they had on 
a worthless idol instead of loving God. Later, Jesus 
explained that we can know what really matters to 
us by what we spend our money on (Matthew 6:21). 
Only God is worthy of our love and worship! What 
is worship? Worship is celebrating the greatness of 
God. Let’s pray for God’s wisdom in how to use what 
we have in a way that celebrates Him.

Experiment with breaking things
Set out various breakable and nonbreakable items for 
children to test breaking. Examples include dried lumps of 
play dough, old crayons, rocks, twigs, and fake gold jewelry. 
Be sure to include stone and inexpensive gold items. Place 
an item between two towels. Allow children to attempt 
to break an item with a rubber mallet. Closely observe 
preschoolers’ use of the mallet to avoid mashed fingers. 
SAY • When Moses saw that God’s people worshiped 

a golden calf, he threw down the stone tablets, 
smashing them at the bottom of the mountain. Then 
he destroyed the gold calf. Was it easy to destroy our 
stone and gold items? Moses must have been really 
upset to break the stone tablets and gold calf. He was 
right to be angry about the people’s sin. When we are 
upset about our sin and confess it, God forgives us 
because Jesus took the punishment for our sin.

Smash play dough idols
Invite children to recreate their favorite toy out of play 
dough. Explain that toys are a good gift from God, but if 
we care about them more than God, the toy has become an 

• various breakable and 
nonbreakable items

• towels
• rubber mallet

• play dough 
• play dough utensils
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idol. Define an idol as anything a person makes as important 
as God. Invite preschoolers to smash their play dough 
creations. Pray the children would worship only God.
SAY • We may think worshiping a golden calf statue is silly, 

but all of us are tempted to think other things are 
more important than God. If you spend all of your 
time playing with your new favorite toy and ignore 
your chores at home, then you are worshiping your 
toy and disobeying your parents and God. What 
is worship? Worship is celebrating the greatness 
of God. God, help us all to worship only You and 
nothing else!

Make candy sushi
Before the session, prepare crisped rice cereal treats 

by melting 3 tablespoons of butter in a large saucepan over 
low heat. Add 10½ ounces of mini marshmallows. Cook 
until marshmallows are completely melted and mixture is 
well blended, stirring constantly. Remove from heat. Add 
6 cups of cereal and mix well. Press into the bottom of 
13-by-9-inch pan lined with waxed paper. Cool completely. 
Once cereal treats are firm, lift waxed paper. Cut treats into 
rectangles 3 to 4 inches in length. 

Post an allergy alert. Give each preschooler a treat, a fish-
shaped chewy candy, and a strip of fruit leather long enough 
to wrap around each piece of candy sushi. Use the example 
in the margin to help preschoolers assemble their sushi. 
SAY • Sushi is a very common dish in Japan. It is 

traditionally made using rice, raw fish, and seaweed. 
Before we eat our candy sushi, let’s pray for 
missionaries in Japan to lead people to turn from 
idols to worship the one true God.

• crisped rice cereal
• butter
• large saucepan
• mini marshmallows
• waxed paper
• knife (adult use)
• fish-shaped chewy 

candy, 30
• fruit leather strips, 

30

Tip: This recipe 
should yield 30 
treats.
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack.

Serve graham crackers and pudding cups for snack if 
preschoolers did not already eat candy sushi. Invite children 
to crush their graham crackers as a crumb topping for their 
pudding. Talk about how Moses broke the stone tablets 
when he saw that God’s people worshiped a golden calf. 
Moses went back up the mountain and asked God to 
forgive the people. When we sin, Jesus talks to God for us. 
Jesus never sinned. God forgives those who trust in Jesus. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

1. Where did God talk to Moses? (on a mountain)
2. What did God’s people worship? (a golden calf)
3. How did God feel about what the people were 

doing? (angry)
4. Who asked God to forgive the people? (Moses)
5. Who talks to God for us when we sin? (Jesus)
6. What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• graham crackers 

(optional) 
• pudding cups 

(optional) 
• spoons (optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “He Has Become My 

Salvation” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” 
song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 6 • Session 2

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 146

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 148

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 150

Unit 6 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Exodus 35–40

STORY POINT: God told His people 
to build the tabernacle.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Exodus 15:2a

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is worship? Worship is celebrating 

the greatness of God.

The Tabernacle 
Was Built

142 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 6 • Session 2



2

LEADER Bible Study
Thirteen of the last sixteen chapters of the Book of Exodus contain 
instructions for building the tabernacle. The word tabernacle means 
“dwelling place.” The tabernacle was a portable tent where God met with 
His people. God wanted to dwell among them. (See Ex. 29:45-46.)

Moses had been on the mountain talking with God for 40 days. God 
wrote the Ten Commandments, the words of the covenant, on tablets. 
When Moses returned to the camp, he called all of the Israelites together 
and gave them the instructions God had given him. (Ex. 24:3-4)

God’s directions for building the tabernacle were very detailed. God 
was not trying to burden the people; He was trying to show them His 
holiness and absolute authority. God appointed Bezalel and Oholiab 
to oversee the building of the tabernacle, giving them wisdom, 
understanding, and craftsmanship. Every skilled person “whose heart 
moved him” eagerly worked on the tabernacle of the Lord. (See 
Ex. 35:30-35; 36:1-6.)

God gave the Israelites the tabernacle as a visual picture of His dwelling 
with them. The tabernacle—and later the temple that replaced it—was 
a temporary place for God’s glory to dwell until the coming of Christ. 
(2 Cor. 4:6) Every part of the tabernacle was designed to illustrate God’s 
relationship with His people.

Jesus is the New Testament fulfillment of the Old Testament tabernacle. 
John 1:14 says that “the Word became flesh and took up residence 
among us.” Jesus made His dwelling with people.

As you teach preschoolers about the building of the tabernacle, show 
them God’s desire to be with His people. Emphasize that Jesus was God’s 
plan to bring people back to Himself. In the future, He will dwell with 
us forever. (Rev. 21:3)
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 The Tabernacle Was Built
Exodus 35–40

When Moses was on the mountain with God, God said, “Tell the 
Israelites to make a tabernacle for Me so that I may live with them.” 
Then God gave Moses instructions for building the tabernacle, or 

tent of worship. God told Moses how to build everything 
that went inside it. 

“Make it exactly like I show you,” 
God said.

So Moses gathered all of the 
Israelites together. He told 

them everything God had 
said, and he asked them to 
bring materials to build the 
tabernacle. Everyone who 
wanted to give brought an 
offering for the tabernacle. 
People brought gold jewelry; 
blue, purple, and scarlet yarn; 
fine linen and goat hair; animal 

skins; wood; oil; spices; and 
gemstones.

God gave two men, Bezalel 
(BEHZ uh lehl) and Oholiab (oh 

HOH lih ab), special skills for building 
and creating things. Bezalel, Oholiab, and 

all the skilled people worked together to 
build the tabernacle for God.

People kept bringing offerings of what they had. Pretty soon, the 
workers told Moses, “The people are bringing more than enough. We 
don’t need all of this to build the tabernacle as God instructed.” So 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Bring an offering: 
Invite children to 
bring you the items 
they chose from the 
materials bin during 
“Introduce the Story” 
at the appropriate 
moment in the Bible 
story. You may also 
choose two children 
to act as Bezalel and 
Oholiab, receiving the 
offerings and trying 
to build with them.

• Listen for it: 
Guide preschoolers 
to listen for the 
word “tabernacle.” 
Every time they hear 
“tabernacle,” lead 
preschoolers to put 
their hands over their 
heads, shaped like 
a roof. 

The BIBLE Story
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 The Tabernacle Was Built
Exodus 35–40

When Moses was on the mountain with God, God said, “Tell the 
Israelites to make a tabernacle for Me so that I may live with them.” 
Then God gave Moses instructions for building the tabernacle, or 

tent of worship. God told Moses how to build everything 
that went inside it. 

“Make it exactly like I show you,” 
God said.

So Moses gathered all of the 
Israelites together. He told 

them everything God had 
said, and he asked them to 
bring materials to build the 
tabernacle. Everyone who 
wanted to give brought an 
offering for the tabernacle. 
People brought gold jewelry; 
blue, purple, and scarlet yarn; 
fine linen and goat hair; animal 

skins; wood; oil; spices; and 
gemstones.

God gave two men, Bezalel 
(BEHZ uh lehl) and Oholiab (oh 

HOH lih ab), special skills for building 
and creating things. Bezalel, Oholiab, and 

all the skilled people worked together to 
build the tabernacle for God.

People kept bringing offerings of what they had. Pretty soon, the 
workers told Moses, “The people are bringing more than enough. We 
don’t need all of this to build the tabernacle as God instructed.” So 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Bring an offering: 
Invite children to 
bring you the items 
they chose from the 
materials bin during 
“Introduce the Story” 
at the appropriate 
moment in the Bible 
story. You may also 
choose two children 
to act as Bezalel and 
Oholiab, receiving the 
offerings and trying 
to build with them.

• Listen for it: 
Guide preschoolers 
to listen for the 
word “tabernacle.” 
Every time they hear 
“tabernacle,” lead 
preschoolers to put 
their hands over their 
heads, shaped like 
a roof. 

Moses told the Israelites to stop bringing their offerings.
Everyone working on the tabernacle built it just as God 

had said. The tabernacle had a wooden frame and places to 
hang the curtains and the roof of the tent.

Inside the tabernacle, the people made a veil. They made 
an ark, a table, a lampstand, and many other parts. Every 
part had its special purpose and was made just as God 
had said.

When the time came, God told Moses how to set up the 
tabernacle. God told him how to anoint, or pour oil on, the 
tabernacle to make it holy. God told Moses to bring Aaron 
and his sons to the entrance of the tabernacle. Aaron put 
on the holy clothing that the workers made, and Moses 
anointed him to be priest. Aaron’s sons were anointed to 
serve God as priests, too.

Moses did exactly what God commanded, and the 
tabernacle was finished. God was in a thick cloud. God 
made a sign for the people: If the cloud covered the 
tabernacle, the people would stay where they were. When 
the cloud lifted from the tabernacle, the Israelites would 
move and take the tabernacle with them. The cloud of 
the Lord was on the tabernacle during the day, and fire 
was inside the cloud at night. All of the Israelites could 
see it as they traveled.

Christ Connection: God told the people of Israel to build a 
tabernacle where God would meet with His people. God wants 
to be with us. As part of His plan to save people from sin, God 
sent Jesus to earth to “tabernacle,” or live with us.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Tabernacle Was Built
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 35–40
STORY POINT: God told His people to build the tabernacle.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to circle the item that comes next to 
complete the pattern. 
SAY • Good job finishing each pattern. Last week, we 

learned not to worship like the Israelites who made 
a golden calf. This week, we will learn how God 
did want the Israelites to worship Him. In our 
Bible story today, God gave Moses very specific 
instructions about how to make a beautiful place 
for God to meet with His people. Now we can meet 
with God anywhere because of Jesus!

Show what you can do
Invite preschoolers to show off something special they 
can do. Make simple suggestions such as jumping high or 
twirling around. Praise each child’s efforts.
SAY • Wow, God made each of you to do some special 

• “Guide Me, O Thou 
Great Jehovah” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Complete the 
Pattern” activity 
page, 1 per child

• markers or crayons
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things! There are two very talented men in our Bible 
story today, too. God gives every person special skills 
to do work that worships Him. What is worship? 
Worship is celebrating the greatness of God. Listen 
to our Bible story to hear what job God had for these 
men that celebrated His greatness! 

Match places of worship
Print two copies of “Places of Worship” on heavyweight 
paper and cut apart. Lay the cards face down in a grid on 
the table. Invite a child to turn over two cards in search of 
a match. If successful, she may keep the pair of matching 
cards. If not, turn the cards back over. Allow another child 
to take a turn, and continue play until preschoolers find 
all the matches. Consider keeping the cards face-up for 
younger preschoolers.
SAY • What do you see on these cards? Lots of different 

church buildings! People gather in these buildings 
to worship God. What is worship? Worship is 
celebrating the greatness of God. This one that 
looks like a tent is called the tabernacle, and it is 
where the people of Israel gathered to worship God. 
We’ll learn more about it in our Bible story today!

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Provide a bin of materials such as fake gold jewelry; blue, 
purple, and scarlet yarn; linen; faux fur and animal skins; 
smooth wood; spices; and fake gemstones that children may 
choose an item from to bring as an offering to Bible study.

• “Places of Worship” 
printable, 2 copies

• heavyweight paper
• scissors (adult use)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Exodus 35 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is God’s true word, written by trustworthy 

people like Moses. Our Bible story today comes from 
Exodus, right after last week’s Bible story about how 
God’s people worshiped a golden calf. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Tell or watch the Bible story 
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Even after they disobeyed Him by worshiping a 

golden calf, God told His people to build the 
tabernacle because He wanted to live with them! 
God had forgiven His people for their sin. This time 
God’s people happily obeyed. They brought more 
than enough offerings, and they built the tabernacle 
exactly like God said. God sent Jesus to earth because 
He wants to live with us even though we sin.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “The Tabernacle 

Was Built” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Tabernacle Was Built
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 35–40
STORY POINT: God told His people to build the tabernacle.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.
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Practice the key passage 
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at Exodus 15:2. 
Invite a volunteer to come up and open your Bible to the 
key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Assign the first 
phrase to the girls and the latter phrase to the boys. Invite 
each group of children to say their phrase in turn, then 
switch.
SAY • Our key passage says that God is our salvation, 

meaning He saves us from sin. God is so kind; He 
makes me want to sing like our verse says!

Sing the key passage song, “He Has Become My Salvation,” 
and the theme song “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.”

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • God told His people to build the tabernacle, or 

tent of worship. What is worship? Worship is 
celebrating the greatness of God. God wants to be 
with us. As part of His plan to save people from sin, 
God sent Jesus to earth to “tabernacle,” or live with 
us. He is worth celebrating!

Missions moment
 SAY • Because of Jesus, we no longer have to meet 

with God in a tabernacle. God sent Jesus to meet 
with us. This is good news! Today, most believers 
gather as a church to study the Bible together, but 
not all churches look the same! Watch this video to 
see how God made it possible for a missionary family 
in Japan to start a church in an unlikely place. 

Play the “Ganbaru” missions video.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “He Has Become My 

Salvation” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Ganbaru” missions 
video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Tabernacle Was Built
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 35–40
STORY POINT: God told His people to build the tabernacle.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.

Decide the purpose
Hold up a pencil and ask a child what its purpose is. 
Continue with several other common classroom items, 
asking children how each is correctly used. Include silly 
questions like “Do we eat crayons for snack?”
SAY •Every item in our classroom has a good purpose, 

just like every item in the tabernacle. God told His 
people to build the tabernacle, an ark, a table, a 
lampstand, and many other parts. Every part had a 
special purpose and was made just as God had said. 
Each little detail shows us something about God’s 
holiness and His desire to be with us, just like Jesus!

Make offering containers
Provide clean, empty cartons or jars for children to 
decorate. Explain that they can use these containers for 
collecting any money they would like to offer to God. 
Consider designating a special purpose for the offering such 
as global missions or a local ministry. Contact parents about 
the special offering.
SAY • God told His people to build the tabernacle. So 

Moses gathered all of the Israelites together. He told 
them everything God had said, and he asked them 
to bring materials to build the tabernacle. Everyone 

• common classroom 
items

• clean, empty cartons 
or jars

• markers
• stickers
• construction paper
• blunt-tipped scissors
• glue sticks
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who wanted to give brought an offering for the 
tabernacle. We can bring our offerings when we 
gather as a church so more people can hear about 
Jesus!

Look at books about construction
Set out a variety of books featuring construction scenes, 
tools, and vehicles. Read a book as a child shows interest. 
Point out that modern-day construction equipment was not 
available when the tabernacle was built. 
SAY • God told His people to build the tabernacle. Many 

people gave materials. Skilled people worked together 
to build it. The tabernacle was a place where God 
would meet with His people. God wants to be with 
us. As part of His plan to save people from sin, God 
sent Jesus to earth to “tabernacle,” or live with us.

Build a tabernacle
Provide materials for building a tent big enough for a 
leader and several children to fit inside. Consider using 
a blanket or large sheets of paper draped over a table and 
a bin of “tabernacle offerings” such as fake gold jewelry; 
blue, purple, and scarlet yarn; linen; faux fur and animal 
skins; smooth wood; spices; and fake gemstones. Give some 
specific instructions to the children but also allow some 
creativity. Then sit inside the tent with the children, review 
the Bible story, and pray.
SAY •God told His people to build the tabernacle where 

God would meet with His people. God wants to be 
with us. As part of His plan to save people from sin, 
God sent Jesus to earth to “tabernacle,” or live with 
us. Now we can meet with God anywhere, like this 

• books about 
construction

• blanket or large 
sheets of paper 

• table 
• tabernacle materials 

bin (fake gold 
jewelry; blue, purple, 
and scarlet yarn; 
linen; faux fur 
and animal skins; 
smooth wood; 
spices; and fake 
gemstones)

• Bible
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pretend tabernacle that we built in our classroom!

Move through an obstacle course
Set up an obstacle course. Place two chairs back to 

back with about a foot in between them. Tie a string from 
one chair to the other. Place a hula hoop next to the chairs. 
Use painter’s tape to make a straight line about four feet 
long next to the hula hoop. Finally, stretch a jump rope out 
next to the hula hoop. Make sure each “station” has enough 
space to complete the tasks.

Form a line near the chairs. Explain that each child 
will have a turn to move through the obstacle course. 
Demonstrate how to move through the obstacle course in 
the following steps: 

1. Crawl under the string. 
2. Jump with two feet in and out of the hula hoop. 
3. Balance across the tape line. 
4. Jump over the jump rope. 

Allow the first child in line to begin. Once that preschooler 
has completed the first two obstacles, you may send the 
next preschooler in line. Urge preschoolers to encourage one 
another as they complete the course.
SAY • Good job overcoming those obstacles! Remember 

that the Japanese word ganbaru (GAHN bah roo) 
means “to overcome.” God told His people to build 
the tabernacle, and God made the Jones family want 
to start a church in Japan. The Joneses often heard 
people say how hard it would be to start a church 
in that country, but God helped them overcome the 
obstacles. Now they have started a church in their 
pediatrician’s office.

• chairs, 2
• string
• hula hoop
• painter’s tape 
• jump rope
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Instruct children to take turns adding one scoop each 
of various snack items to a large bowl and stir. Serve the 
trail mix for snack. Talk about how following instructions 
is important when preparing recipes so the food will taste 
right. Following God’s instructions is even more important 
so that we honor God! Everyone working on the tabernacle 
built it just as God had said. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

1. What did God tell His people to build? (a tabernacle)
2. Who built the tabernacle? (skilled people)
3. When would the Israelites move and take the 

tabernacle with them? (when the cloud of the Lord 
lifted from the tabernacle)

4. Who came to earth to “tabernacle,” or live with us? 
(Jesus)

5. What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 
greatness of God.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• trail mix ingredients 

(optional) 

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “He Has Become My 

Salvation” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” 
song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 158

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 160

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 162

Leviticus

STORY POINT: 
God made ways to forgive His people.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Exodus 15:2a

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is worship? Worship is celebrating 

the greatness of God.

Unit 6 • Session 3
Rules for Sacrifice

BIBLE PASSAGE: 

Unit 6 • Session 3
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LEADER Bible Study
The tabernacle was complete. God now had a place where His glory 
could dwell without causing the Israelites to fear death. God had given 
His people laws from the mountain, and He gave them more rules for 
living and worshiping Him in the tabernacle. These rules are recorded in 
the Book of Leviticus. The reasoning behind Leviticus can be found in 
Leviticus 19:2: “Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy.”

In Leviticus 17:11, God set apart the blood of a creature as the means for 
making atonement. This answers the question, “Why did Jesus have to 
die?” God’s requirement for the forgiveness of sins was the shedding of 
blood: “According to the law almost everything is purified with blood, 
and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” (Heb. 9:22).

It is important to note a New Testament revelation about the sin offering. 
Hebrews 10:4 says, “It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to 
take away sins.” Then why did God require people to make sacrifices? The 
institution of a sacrifice was to point to something greater—the ultimate 
sacrifice God would make by sending His own Son, Jesus Christ, to pay 
for the sins of the world once and for all. (See Eph. 1:7; Rom 5:9.)

The Book of Leviticus contains many rules for the Israelite people, but we 
do not obey all the rules in Leviticus today because we trust Jesus, who 
obeyed the law perfectly for us.

Few—if any!—of the preschoolers you teach will be familiar with the 
Book of Leviticus. Use this session as an opportunity to emphasize God’s 
holiness and His requirement of a blood sacrifice for the forgiveness of 
sins. Lead them to treasure Jesus as the perfect and final sacrifice “who 
takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).
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The BIBLE Story

 Rules for Sacrifice
Leviticus

When Moses met with God on the mountain, God gave him many 
rules and laws. These rules showed the people what it looks like to be 
holy. God is holy and He wanted to be with His people, but God’s 

people could not obey God’s laws perfectly. So God met 
with Moses in the tabernacle—the tent of 

worship—and He told Moses what to 
do when the people sinned.

First, God gave rules about 
offerings. Offerings are gifts 

people give to God, such as 
money or jewelry. Sometimes 
offerings were animals. People 
also gave grain and bread to 
God as gifts. The offerings had 
special purposes. When people 
wanted to praise God, they 
gave burnt offerings. When 
they wanted to say they were 

sorry for sin, they gave a sin 
offering.

God also gave rules about the 
priests. Priests were leaders who 

helped people worship God by making 
sacrifices. The priests also took care of the 

tabernacle, and they taught the people God’s 
rules for living right lives. Moses’ brother, Aaron, and 

Aaron’s descendants were the priests.
God told Moses about a special day that would happen once a year. 

It was called the Day of Atonement. Atonement means “making right 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use a prop: Unroll 
a dramatically long 
“scroll of the law” 
as you tell the story. 
Emphasize the Christ 
Connection as you 
drop the scroll in a 
heap on the floor at 
the end. 

• Art: Draw the various 
types of offerings 
and other items 
from the story on 
a chalkboard or dry 
erase board as you 
talk about them. 
When you say “you 
will be made clean,” 
wipe the board clean. 
Draw a cross on the 
board as you explain 
the Christ Connection.
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 Rules for Sacrifice
Leviticus

When Moses met with God on the mountain, God gave him many 
rules and laws. These rules showed the people what it looks like to be 
holy. God is holy and He wanted to be with His people, but God’s 

people could not obey God’s laws perfectly. So God met 
with Moses in the tabernacle—the tent of 

worship—and He told Moses what to 
do when the people sinned.

First, God gave rules about 
offerings. Offerings are gifts 

people give to God, such as 
money or jewelry. Sometimes 
offerings were animals. People 
also gave grain and bread to 
God as gifts. The offerings had 
special purposes. When people 
wanted to praise God, they 
gave burnt offerings. When 
they wanted to say they were 

sorry for sin, they gave a sin 
offering.

God also gave rules about the 
priests. Priests were leaders who 

helped people worship God by making 
sacrifices. The priests also took care of the 

tabernacle, and they taught the people God’s 
rules for living right lives. Moses’ brother, Aaron, and 

Aaron’s descendants were the priests.
God told Moses about a special day that would happen once a year. 

It was called the Day of Atonement. Atonement means “making right 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use a prop: Unroll 
a dramatically long 
“scroll of the law” 
as you tell the story. 
Emphasize the Christ 
Connection as you 
drop the scroll in a 
heap on the floor at 
the end. 

• Art: Draw the various 
types of offerings 
and other items 
from the story on 
a chalkboard or dry 
erase board as you 
talk about them. 
When you say “you 
will be made clean,” 
wipe the board clean. 
Draw a cross on the 
board as you explain 
the Christ Connection.

what has been wrong.” The people needed to pay for their sin 
to make their relationship with God right again.

On the Day of Atonement, the high priest went into 
the most holy place, a very special room in the tabernacle. 
He made sacrifices for the sins of all the people. He offered 
one goat as a sin offering. The high priest put his hands on 
a second goat’s head to move the sins of the people to the 
goat. This goat was the scapegoat. Then the goat was led 
away into the wilderness to show that the people’s sins 
were taken away.

God said, “On that day your sin will be paid for. You 
will be made clean. You will be clean from all of your sins 
in My sight.”

God also gave the Israelites rules about how they should 
live. He said, “Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am 
holy.” God told the people how to be holy. God said, “Do 
not tell lies. Do not cheat. Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself. Obey My rules.”

Christ Connection: The Book of Leviticus is about the 
sacrifices God told His people to offer for sin. God wanted to 
show the Israelites that He was going to forgive people. God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice. Jesus forgives our sin 
once and for all.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Rules for Sacrifice
BIBLE PASSAGE: Leviticus
STORY POINT: God made ways to forgive His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks. 

Activity page
Help children decide which picture on the right side of the 
page is the best way to make up for the actions on the left 
side of the page. Draw a line to connect the pictures.
SAY • If you make a mess, the best way to say you are sorry 

is to help clean it up! In our Bible story today, God 
told Moses how the people should say they were 
sorry for their sin, but there is nothing we can do to 
make up for our sin. That is why God sent Jesus to 
forgive us!

Cheer for good
Invite children to stand up and cheer when you name an 
action that is right, but to sit down and boo for a wrong 
choice. Use the following examples or create your own:

• Your mom asks you to put on your shoes. You run 
off barefoot.

• “Guide Me, O Thou 
Great Jehovah” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert 

download
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Make-up Match-up” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• markers or crayons
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• Your dad says it is time for bed. You put on your PJs.
• A friend is playing with your toy. You take it away.
• A neighbor doesn’t have any toys. You give him some 
of yours.

• Grandma asks you to fold your clothes. You shove 
them under the bed.

SAY • Good job deciding between right and wrong! God is 
holy. He always does the right thing. Sometimes we 
make wrong choices even when we know the right 
thing to do, so God made a way for people to be 
holy through Jesus! Listen for how in our Bible story. 

Pray for church leaders
Fold a piece of construction paper in half for each 
preschooler. Provide markers or crayons for children to 
decorate the cards. Lead preschoolers in praying for your 
church leaders. Show pictures of each person as you talk 
about them, if desired. Write We prayed for you! on each 
child’s card. Collect the cards and distribute them to your 
leaders or invite children to deliver their cards personally.
SAY • Thank you for praying for our leaders! They work 

hard to help us worship God. What is worship? 
Worship is celebrating the greatness of God. The 
leaders who helped the Israelites worship God were 
called priests. We’ll learn more about them today!

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Give preschoolers a rule to obey as they move to Bible study 
such as “Do not talk,” or “Walk slowly.”

• construction paper
• markers or crayons
• pictures of church 

leaders (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Rules for Sacrifice
BIBLE PASSAGE: Leviticus
STORY POINT: God made ways to forgive His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Leviticus in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Moses wrote down God’s words, which became part 

of our Bible. Today’s Bible story comes from the Book 
of Leviticus. Let’s listen to God’s true Word from the 
Bible!

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Tell or watch the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God is holy. He wanted to be with His people, but 

God’s people could not obey God’s laws perfectly. 
God made ways to forgive His people. When 
people offered sacrifices, God would cover their sin. 
The sacrifices pointed to God’s better plan. God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice. Jesus took 
the punishment for sin. We no longer offer sacrifices 
for sin because Jesus forgives our sin once and for all.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Rules for Sacrifice” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at Exodus 15:2. 
Invite a volunteer to come up and open your Bible to the 
key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Invite children to 
say the key passage from memory. Assist as needed.
SAY • Great job memorizing the key passage! Memorizing 

can be hard, but our verse reminds us that God is 
our strength, which means He helps us when we are 
weak. God helped us most of all when He sent Jesus 
to save us from our sin!

Sing the key passage song, “He Has Become My Salvation,” 
and the theme song “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.”

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • God made ways to forgive His people. The Book of 

Leviticus is about the sacrifices God told His people 
to offer for sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be the 
perfect sacrifice for our sin. That is why we worship 
God! What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 
greatness of God. 

Missions moment
SAY • Tara Jones, along with her family, is a 

missionary in Japan. She wants the women in her 
Bible study to know and believe that Jesus is the way 
to have forgiveness of sins. As you watch this video 
from Tara, listen carefully to how we can pray for her. 

Show the “A New Day” missions video. Remind children 
how important prayer is in God’s work. Lead preschoolers 
in prayer, asking God to answer Tara’s specific requests.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• “Key Passage Marker” 
printable 

• Key Passage Poster
• “He Has Become My 

Salvation” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “A New Day” missions 
video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Rules for Sacrifice
BIBLE PASSAGE: Leviticus
STORY POINT: God made ways to forgive His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Exodus 15:2a
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.

March in an animal parade
Invite preschoolers to march around the room pretending 
to be goats. Encourage them to walk on all fours and bleat. 
Consider showing preschoolers video of goats on a mobile 
device. Switch to parading as cows, sheep, doves, and other 
animals as desired.
SAY • Today we learned about the sacrifices God told His 

people to offer. When people wanted to say they 
were sorry for sin, they offered animals like goats as 
gifts to God. God made ways to forgive His people. 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice, 
so we don’t have to offer animals anymore. Jesus 
forgives our sin once and for all.

Make watercolor hearts
Before the session, cut a sheet of heavyweight paper into a 
heart for each preschooler. Use a white crayon to write God 
loves you! in the center of each heart. 

Cover a table with a plastic tablecloth or newspaper. Set 
out watercolor paints, cups of water, and paintbrushes. Put 
a smock on each preschooler. Invite preschoolers to paint 
their hearts to reveal the message. 
SAY • God loves us. He wants to be with us, but our sin 

keeps us from God. God made ways to forgive His 

 

• heavyweight paper
• scissors (adult use) 
• white crayon 
• plastic tablecloth or 

newspaper
• watercolor paints
• cups
• water
• paintbrushes
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people through offerings and sacrifices. God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice. Jesus never 
sinned, but He took the punishment for our sin. 
Jesus forgives our sin once and for all.

Search for gifts
Fill a bin with dried corn and hide toy animals, play money, 
and fake jewelry in the bin. Encourage preschoolers to dig 
in the bin to find the hidden items.
SAY • The Israelites gave money, jewelry, grain, bread, wine, 

and animals to God as offerings. Offerings are gifts 
people give to God when they want to praise Him 
or say they are sorry for sin. God gave us His Son, 
Jesus, to forgive our sin once and for all. God gave 
us the best gift, so now we offer Him our praise and 
worship! What is worship? Worship is celebrating 
the greatness of God.

Explore calendars
Set out a variety of calendars for preschoolers to explore, 
such as wall calendars, desk calendars, desk pad calendars, 
planners, and so forth. You may also show the calendar 
function on a tablet or smartphone. 

Use a large calendar to explain the months and days. 
Ask preschoolers if they know when their birthday is. Invite 
each child to place a sticker on his or her birthday. Point 
out that birthdays and other holidays come once a year.
SAY • God told Moses about a special day that would 

happen once a year. It was called the Day of 
Atonement. Atonement means “making right what 
has been wrong.” The people needed to pay for 
their sin to make their relationship with God right 

• a bin of dried corn
• toy animals
• play money
• fake jewelry

• various calendars
• tablet or smartphone
• stickers
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again. God made ways to forgive His people. God 
sent His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice. Jesus 
forgives our sin once and for all. Now we celebrate 
Jesus’ sacrifice once a year on Easter!

Shine light on a map
Invite preschoolers to sit on the floor in front of a 

large world map. Dim the lights. Pass around a flashlight 
and let preschoolers take turns pointing it toward the map. 
Read the name of each country illuminated by the light. 
Pray for that country. After each preschooler has had a turn, 
take the flashlight and point the flashlight to Japan.  
SAY • Remember the Joneses are a missionary family in 

Japan. The Joneses are bringing the light of the 
gospel to Japan by telling people there about Jesus. 
Let’s pray for the Joneses and the people of Japan. 
Let’s also pray that God will use us to shine the light 
of the gospel wherever we are.

• world map 
• flashlight

Tip: Make sure 
preschoolers do not 
shine the light in 
one another’s eyes. 
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray 
thanking God for the snack.

Serve pita bread for snack. Talk about how people gave 
bread to God with their offerings. God gave Moses rules for 
the offerings so the people would know how to honor God 
and say sorry for their sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be 
the perfect sacrifice. Jesus forgives our sin once and for all.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

1. Where did God meet with Moses to give the rules 
about offerings? (the tabernacle)

2. What are offerings? (gifts to God)
3. Who helped people worship God by making 

sacrifices? (the priests)
4. When did the high priest make sacrifices that took 

all the people’s sins away? (the Day of Atonement)
5. Who is the perfect sacrifice that forgives our sin once 

and for all? (Jesus)
6. What is worship? Worship is celebrating the 

greatness of God.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert 
download

• paper cups and 
napkins 

• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• pita bread (optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “He Has Become My 

Salvation” song
• “Guide Me, O Thou 

Great Jehovah” 
song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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Volume 1: In the Beginning
Unit 1: God Created Everything
Session 1: God Created the World (Genesis 1)
Session 2: God Created People (Genesis 1–2)
Session 3: Sin Entered the World (Genesis 3)
Session 4: Noah and the Ark (Genesis 6–9)
Session 5: The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11)
Session 6: The Suffering of Job (Job)

Unit 2: God Formed a Nation
Session 1: God’s Covenant with Abraham  
(Genesis 12; 15; 17)
Session 2: Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 22)
Session 3: Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 24)
Session 4: God’s Promise to Isaac (Genesis 25–26)

Unit 3: The Nation Grew
Session 1: Jacob and Esau (Genesis 27–28)
Session 2: Jacob and Rachel (Genesis 29–31)
Session 3: Jacob’s New Name (Genesis 32–33)

Volume 2: Out of Egypt
Unit 4: God’s People in Egypt
Session 1: Joseph Sent to Egypt (Genesis 37)
Session 2: Joseph Explained Dreams  
(Genesis 39–41)
Session 3: Joseph Saved His Family  
(Genesis 42–46; 50)
Christmas: Jesus Was Born (Isaiah 9; Luke 2)
Session 4: Moses Was Born and Called  
(Exodus 1–4)
Session 5: The Plagues and the Passover  
(Exodus 5–12)
Session 6: The Red Sea Crossing (Exodus 13–15)

Unit 5: Toward the Promised Land
Session 1: Bread from Heaven (Exodus 15–17)
Session 2: Jethro Helped Moses (Exodus 18)
Session 3: The Ten Commandments  
(Exodus 19–20)

Unit 6: Worship in the Wilderness
Session 1: The Golden Calf (Exodus 32; 34)
Session 2: The Tabernacle Was Built  
(Exodus 35–40)
Session 3: Rules for Sacrifice (Leviticus)

Volume 3: Into the Promised Land
Unit 7: Wandering in the Wilderness
Session 1: Joshua and Caleb (Numbers 13–14)
Session 2: The Bronze Snake (Numbers 20–21)
Session 3: Balaam and Balak (Numbers 22–24)
Session 4: Moses’ Farewell (Deuteronomy 31–34)

Unit 8: Conquering the Land
Session 1: Crossing the Jordan (Joshua 1–4)
Session 2: The Battle of Jericho (Joshua 2; 6)
Session 3: Taking the Land (Joshua 10–11; 24)
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection 
(Matthew 26–28)

Unit 9: The Cycle of Judges
Session 1: Israel’s Unfaithfulness (Judges 1–3)
Session 2: Deborah and Barak (Judges 4–5)
Session 3: Gideon (Judges 6–8)
Session 4: Samson (Judges 13–16)
Session 5: Ruth and Boaz (Ruth)

Volume 4: The Kingdom Provided
Unit 10: Samuel and King Saul
Session 1: Hannah and Samuel (1 Samuel 1–3)
Session 2: The Ark Was Captured (1 Samuel 4–6)
Session 3: Israel’s First King (1 Samuel 8–15)

Unit 11: Great King David
Session 1: David Was Anointed (1 Samuel 16–17)
Session 2: David Showed Mercy (1 Samuel 24)
Session 3: God’s Covenant with David  
(2 Samuel 6–7)
Session 4: David’s Kindness (2 Samuel 9)
Session 5: David Sinned and Was Restored 
(2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51)
Session 6: David’s Psalm (Psalm 23)

Unit 12: Wise King Solomon
Session 1: Solomon Asked for Wisdom  
(1 Kings 2–3)
Session 2: Wisdom for God’s People  
(Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Song of Songs)
Session 3: Solomon Built the Temple (1 Kings 6–8)
Session 4: The Kingdom Divided (1 Kings 11–12)
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Volume 5: A Nation Divided
Unit 13: Elijah and Elisha
Session 1: Elijah and the Widow (1 Kings 17)
Session 2: Elijah at Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18–19)
Session 3: Elijah and Elisha (2 Kings 2)
Session 4: Elisha and the Army (2 Kings 6–7)

Unit 14: The Northern Kingdom of Israel
Session 1: Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh (Jonah)
Session 2: Hosea, Prophet to Israel (Hosea)
Session 3: Israel Taken Captive (2 Kings 17)

Unit 15: The Southern Kingdom of Judah
Session 1: Isaiah, Prophet to Judah (Isaiah 6; 53)
Session 2: Hezekiah and Josiah  
(2 Chronicles 29; 34–35)
Session 3: Jeremiah, Prophet to Judah (Jeremiah)
Session 4: Habakkuk the Prophet (Habakkuk)
Session 5: Judah Taken Captive (2 Chronicles 36)
Session 6: Ezekiel Gave Hope (Ezekiel 37)

Volume 6: A People Restored
Unit 16: Hope in Exile
Session 1: The Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3)
Session 2: Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 4)
Session 3: Daniel in the Lions’ Den (Daniel 6)
Christmas: Jesus Was Born (Matthew 1)
Session 4: Daniel’s Dream (Daniel 7)

Unit 17: Return to the Land
Session 1: Obadiah the Prophet (Obadiah)
Session 2: The Captives Came Home  
(Ezra 1–3; Haggai)
Session 3: The Temple Was Rebuilt (Ezra 4–6)
Session 4: Zechariah the Prophet (Zechariah)

Unit 18: The People Restored
Session 1: Esther Saved Her People (Esther)
Session 2: The Walls Rebuilt (Nehemiah 1–6)
Session 3: God’s People Repented (Nehemiah 7–13)
Session 4: Malachi the Prophet (Malachi)

Volume 7: Jesus the Messiah
Unit 19: Into the World
Session 1: From Adam to Jesus  
(Matthew 1; Luke 3; John 1)
Session 2: John Was Born (Luke 1)
Session 3: Jesus Was Born (Luke 2)

Session 4: Jesus Was Dedicated (Luke 2)
Session 5: Jesus as a Child (Matthew 2; Luke 2)

Unit 20: Prepare the Way
Session 1: Jesus’ Baptism  
(Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3; John 1)
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection 
(Matthew 26–28; 1 Corinthians 15)
Session 2: Jesus’ Temptation  
(Matthew 4; Mark 1; Luke 4)
Session 3: John Pointed to Jesus  
(Matthew 3; John 1; 3)
Session 4: Jesus Called Disciples  
(Matthew 4; 9; Mark 1–3; Luke 5–6)

Unit 21: Among the People
Session 1: Jesus’ Early Miracles (Mark 1)
Session 2: Jesus Taught in Nazareth (Luke 4)
Session 3: Jesus and Nicodemus (John 3)
Session 4: Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (John 4)

Volume 8: Jesus the Servant
Unit 22: Jesus the Healer
Session 1: Jesus Healed Ten Men (Luke 17)
Session 2: Jesus Healed a Woman and a Girl  
(Mark 5)
Session 3: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Lame 
(John 5)
Session 4: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind 
(John 9)

Unit 23: Jesus the Teacher
Session 1: The Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5–7)
Session 2: The Cost of Following Jesus 
(Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14)
Session 3: Jesus Taught About Prayer (Luke 11; 18)
Session 4: Jesus Taught About Possessions (Luke 12)
Session 5: The Good Shepherd (John 10)

Unit 24: Jesus the Miracle-Worker
Session 1: Jesus Calmed a Storm  
(Matthew 8; Mark 4–5; Luke 8)
Session 2: Jesus Fed a Crowd  
(Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6)
Session 3: Jesus Walked on Water  
(Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6)
Session 4: Jesus Showed His Glory  
(Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9)
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Volume 9: Jesus the Savior
Unit 25: The Kingdom to Come
Session 1: Kingdom Parables (Matthew 13)
Session 2: Three Parables (Luke 15)
Session 3: Jesus’ Hard Teachings (John 6)
Session 4: Jesus Raised Lazarus (John 11)

Unit 26: To the Cross
Session 1: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry  
(Matt. 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12)
Session 2: Jesus Was Questioned  
(Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20)
Session 3: The Last Supper  
(Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; John 13)
Session 4: Jesus Was Arrested (Matthew 26–27)
Session 5: Jesus’ Crucifixion  
(Matthew 26–27; John 18–19)

Unit 27: Out of the Grave
Session 1: Jesus’ Resurrection  
(Matthew 28; John 20)
Session 2: The Emmaus Disciples (Luke 24)
Session 3: Jesus Appeared to the Disciples  
(Luke 24; John 20 )
Session 4: Jesus Returned to Heaven 
(Matthew 28; Acts 1)

Volume 10: The Mission Begins
Unit 28: The Holy Spirit Empowers
Session 1: The Holy Spirit Came (Acts 2)
Session 2: Peter Healed a Man (Acts 3–4)
Christmas: Jesus Was Born (John 1)
Session 3: Faithful in Hard Times  
(1 Peter 1–2)
Session 4: Living Like Jesus (2 Peter 1)

Unit 29: The Early Church
Session 1: Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 4–5)
Session 2: Stephen’s Sermon (Acts 6–7)
Session 3: The Good News (Romans 5–6)
Session 4: Doers of the Word (James 1–2)

Unit 30: The Church Grew
Session 1: Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8)
Session 2: Paul Met Jesus (Acts 8–9)
Session 3: New Life in Jesus (Colossians 2–3)
Session 4: Guarding the Truth (2 Corinthians 11)

Volume 11: The Church United
Unit 31: From Jews to Gentiles
Session 1: Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10)
Session 2: Barnabas in Antioch (Acts 11)
Session 3: Jesus Is Better (Hebrews 1–8)
Session 4: The Hall of Faith (Hebrews 11)
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection 
(Matthew 26–28; John 20)

Unit 32: Making Disciples
Session 1: Peter Escaped from Prison (Acts 12)
Session 2: Paul’s First Journey (Acts 13–14)
Session 3: The Church Divided (1 Corinthians 1–6)
Session 4: Letters to Church Leaders  
(1–2 Timothy; Titus)

Unit 33: A Firm Foundation
Session 1: The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)
Session 2: Paul’s Second Journey (Acts 15–18)
Session 3: No Other the Gospel (Galatians 1–3)
Session 4: Paul Gave Hope (1–2 Thessalonians)

Volume 12: All Things New
Unit 34: Fight the Good Fight
Session 1: Paul’s Third Journey (Acts 18–21)
Session 2: Paul Was Arrested (Acts 21–23)
Session 3: Together in Jesus (Ephesians 2–3)
Session 4: Running the Race (Philippians 3)

Unit 35: Finishing Strong
Session 1: Paul Before Rulers (Acts 24–26)
Session 2: Paul’s Shipwreck (Acts 27–28)
Session 3: Brothers in Christ (Philemon)
Session 4: Children of God (1 John 2–3)
Session 5: Defending the Faith (Jude)

Unit 36: Come, Lord Jesus
Session 1: John’s Vision of Jesus (Revelation 1)
Session 2: Letters to the Seven Churches  
(Revelation 2–3)
Session 3: Before the Throne (Revelation 4–5)
Session 4: Jesus Will Return (Revelation 19–22)
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Coming 
Next Volume!

Into the Promised Land
God was with His people as they wandered in the 
wilderness for 40 years. The Israelites needed to conquer the promised land, so 
God fought for His people. Joshua led the people and encouraged them to be 
faithful to the one true God. Under Joshua’s leadership, the people conquered the 
promised land and began to live in it. When the neighboring nations threatened 
and attacked Israel, God provided new leaders, called judges, to help rescue His 
people. While these judges could only give temporary help, they reminded God’s 
people that one day God would provide a perfect Judge to rescue His people for 
good.

Balaam and Balak
Numbers 22–24

Taking the Land
Joshua 10–11; 24

Samson
Judges 13–16
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Key Passage Marker
Instructions: Print and cut out the strip with the translation your church uses.  

Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide •  Unit 4
© 2018 LifeWay OK to Print 



Sheep Ornament
Instructions: Print on heavyweight paper. Print enough copies for each child to have an ornament. 

Cut out the sheep. Use as directed in the leader guide. 

Christmas
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Christmas, Session 3
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



People Worship God
Instructions: Print in color. Print enough copies for each child to have nine images. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 6
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



Bagby Review Story
Instructions: Read to preschoolers as directed in the leader guide. 

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 6
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  
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Plague Insects
Instructions: Print in color. Cut out the images. Use as directed in the leader guide. 

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 5
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  
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Prayer Wheel
Instructions: Print one color copy, and use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 3
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



Disguises
Instructions: Print in color on heavyweight paper. Cut out the images. 

Attach a straw with tape to the back of each image along the edge. Use as directed in the leader guide. 

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 3
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



Disguises
Instructions: Print in color on heavyweight paper. Cut out the images. 

Attach a straw with tape to the back of each image along the edge. Use as directed in the leader guide. 

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 3
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



South Asia Color Map
Instructions: Print one color copy. Post the labeled map in the focal area. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print 
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South Asia Color Map
Instructions: Print one color copy. Post the labeled map in the focal area. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print 
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South Asia Color Map
Instructions: Print one color copy. Post the labeled map in the focal area. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print 
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South Asia Color Map
Instructions: Print one color copy. Post the labeled map in the focal area. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print 
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South Asia Color Map
Instructions: Print one color copy. Post the labeled map in the focal area. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print 

Maldives



South Asia Color Map
Instructions: Print one color copy. Post the labeled map in the focal area. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print 

Nepal



South Asia Color Map
Instructions: Print one color copy. Post the labeled map in the focal area. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print 
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South Asia Color Map
Instructions: Print one color copy. Post the labeled map in the focal area. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print 
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Face Find Photos
Instructions: Print one copy. Cut apart the pictures. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 1
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



Face Find Photos
Instructions: Print one copy. Cut apart the pictures. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 1
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



Face Find Photos
Instructions: Print one copy. Cut apart the pictures. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 1
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



Face Find Photos
Instructions: Print one copy. Cut apart the pictures. Use as directed in the leader guide.

God’s People in Egypt
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 4, Session 1
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  
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Key Passage Marker
Instructions: Print and cut out the strip with the translation your church uses.  

Use as directed in the leader guide.

Toward the Promised Land
Preschool Leader Guide •  Unit 5
© 2018 LifeWay OK to Print 



4 
Remember the 

Sabbath day, to 
keep it holy.

2
Do not make an 

idol for yourself.

5
You must honor 
your father and 

mother.

3
Do not misuse 

the name of the 
Lord your God.

6
You must not 

murder.

1
Do not have 
other gods 
besides Me.

Ten Commandments
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards. Use as directed in the leader guide. 

Toward the Promised Land
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 5, Session 3
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



7
You must keep your 
marriage promises.

10
You must not want 

what belongs to 
someone else.

8
You must not steal.

9
You must not lie.

Ten Commandments
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards. Use as directed in the leader guide. 

Toward the Promised Land
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 5, Session 3
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  



Be the Judge
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards. Fold the cards and place them in a basket. 

Use as directed in the leader guide. 

Toward the Promised Land
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 5, Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  
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Be the Judge
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards. Fold the cards and place them in a basket. 

Use as directed in the leader guide. 

Toward the Promised Land
Preschool Leader Guide  •  Unit 5, Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay  OK to Print  
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Food
Instructions: Print in color. Cut apart the cards. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.
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Food
Instructions: Print in color. Cut apart the cards. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.
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Food
Instructions: Print in color. Cut apart the cards. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.
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Food
Instructions: Print in color. Cut apart the cards. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.
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Food
Instructions: Print in color. Cut apart the cards. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.
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Food
Instructions: Print in color. Cut apart the cards. 

Use as directed in the leader guide.
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Key Passage Marker
Instructions: Print and cut out the strip with the translation your church uses.  

Use as directed in the leader guide.
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Places of Worship
Instructions: Print two copies on heavyweight paper. Cut apart the cards. Use as directed in the leader guide.
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Buddhist Temple Worship
Instructions: Print one copy and use as directed in the leader guide.

Worship in the Wilderness
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