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Session

11
Once Greedy, Now Generous

THEOLOGICAL THEME: God already owns all that we have. He has called 
us to be stewards of the wealth He entrusts to us. 

The gospel of Jesus Christ takes total dominion in the heart of someone who has 
surrendered to it. This means that to be a follower of Jesus, to have died to oneself and 
taken up one’s cross, one must acknowledge that there is no part of life that is cordoned 
off from Him. But the beauty of the gospel is that it works in our hearts and transforms 
us so that our desires begin to change, to take a more Christlike shape under the sweet 
influence of the powerful Spirit who has taken up residence in us. And this means that 
one of the places we most try to maintain sole sovereignty over—our bank accounts and 
our “stuff”—is one of the places where Jesus most wants to exercise His lordship. 

You may not treasure actual treasure, but we all have idols in our hearts. We are tempted 
to give our utmost allegiance to things or people or ideas or ambitions or dreams to 
which we ascribe all our worth and from which we draw our sense of fulfillment and 
validation. And until we’re willing to put everything under the lordship of Christ, until 
Jesus graciously removes these idols from the throne of our hearts, we not only won’t 
surrender fully to Him, we also won’t fully be of service to others.

What are some treasures we might value more than Christ? 

How can we demonstrate a heart of greediness with these treasures 
at times?
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In this session, we will encounter how the grace of 
God works deeply into us so that it can also work 
out of us to benefit others. We will see that grace 
hoarded is grace squandered; in fact, it may be 
grace misunderstood or even unexperienced. God’s 
gracious gifts are meant to be held loosely with 
generosity, not held onto tightly with greed. We 
will also see that our motivation for living with 
generosity comes from God’s exceeding generosity 
to us in giving us the fullness of His Son despite 
our total spiritual bankruptcy. Because we have 
been given the eternal riches of His glory in Christ 
Jesus, we are compelled to live generously, not 
reluctantly, and with joy and gratitude. 

1.  God calls us to be generous 
as He has been generous 
(2 Cor. 8:1-9). 

1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among 
the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and 
their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they 
gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own 
accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 
5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by 
the will of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should 
complete among you this act of grace. 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in 
this act of grace also.

8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love 
also is genuine. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
55. Moral Influence  
Theory of Atonement

According to this theory, 
Christ’s sacrifice should be 
seen as a demonstration 
of God’s love, a display 
that produces a change of 
attitude within humanity. 
This theory is part but not all 
of what Christ accomplished 
on the cross since it leaves 
out God’s wrath against 
sinners and His requirement 
of satisfaction for sin. Still, 
it does remind us that the 
cross is the greatest example 
of God’s love, and this love 
must provoke gratitude and 
praise on our behalf.
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For Paul and the Macedonian churches, casting aside greed and discontentment and 
spreading the love of God through sacrificial generosity made perfect sense because it 
was rooted in what Jesus has done for us. Jesus was rich, but for our sake, He became 
poor so that through His poverty we might become rich. Paul was not talking about 
money here. That is far too trivial a way to measure poverty and wealth. Instead, Paul 
had Jesus’ richness in glory in mind. 

God’s grace, when experienced and rightly understood, will drive us toward love. That is 
why Paul told the Corinthians that their generosity would verify the genuineness of their 
love. Grace compels us to love God as we also love others whom He loves. From grace to 
love to generosity. That is our motivation to live generously, even sacrificially, before others. 

Why would generosity be a good authenticator of our love? 

This is a good definition of generosity: being filled 
up with the gospel and finding satisfaction in it so 
much so that we see giving to others as a privilege. 
Generosity is not measured by the amount we 
give; it is measured by the joyful hearts behind 
what we give. The Macedonian Christians 
experienced this joy; Paul wanted the Corinthian 
Christians to have that same joy; and we should 
want to experience it as well. 

How can the materially poor be graciously generous with others? 

What are some ways we can expand our ability to be generous 
with others?

 Voices from  
the Church
“When the gospel touches 
people’s pockets, one knows 
that the Spirit is at work in 
their lives.” 1 

–J. I. Packer 



113Session 11

2.  God gives us wealth that we might share it with others 
(2 Cor. 8:10-15). 

10 And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started 
not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. 11 So now finish doing it as well, 
so that your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what 
you have. 12 For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person 
has, not according to what he does not have. 13 For I do not mean that others should 
be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 14 your abundance at the 
present time should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, 
that there may be fairness. 15 As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing 
left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.”

Paul’s use of the word “fairness” is curious. He was not saying that all people should, or 
even could, have the same amount of money. There are plenty of Scripture passages about 
wealth and poverty, and not all of them make wealth out to be bad or poverty out to be 
good. Christians are called unequivocally to care for the poor; this is not optional for the 
church, and it is a hallmark of the church’s witness in a broken and unjust world. But the 
kind of equality Paul was speaking about has everything to do with our intrinsic dignity 
as persons as well as our universal intrinsic spiritual poverty apart from God. 

Why should people with a surplus share with those who lack so that all may have some? 
Because we are all people made in God’s image, standing equally in need of the gospel 
before the only holy God. Put in this spiritual context, Paul makes monetary and 
material generosity a reflection of the gospel. We can financially and materially raise 
others up in a way that reflects our equality as persons. After all, within the church, 
we have equal status as brothers and sisters in Christ, united by His blood and forged 
together in one Spirit to receive equal access to God’s Spirit and grace. 

This is one of the reasons God gives to us so super-abundantly. Sure, God delights in 
providing for His own, but it is more than that, it is grander than that. God gives us 
more than we need precisely so we can share what we have been given with others. 
He gives so that we will give, emulating His heart. 
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God knows the joy of giving and wants us to experience that joy as well. That is why 
eagerness is another posture of the heart that should accompany giving along with love. 
We are to be eager to help others for their good, sharing in God’s heart of joyful giving. 

Paul encouraged the Corinthians to give of their 
surplus so that the ones to whom they gave would 
in turn give from their abundance as well. Paul 
was not suggesting that the Corinthians give 
primarily to get something back in return. He 
was reminding them that there might come a 
time when the roles would be reversed and God 
would move their hearts just like He had moved 
the Corinthians’ hearts on this occasion. That is 
God’s desire for the church—that we each strive 
to out-give one another with joy, knowing that 
we can always rely on one another in any time 
of need.

In addition to love and eagerness, what other qualities should 
accompany our generosity, and why are these qualities so important 
when it comes to being generous?

In what way is our thankfulness for what we have connected to our 
level of generosity?

 Voices from 
Church History
“Christ directs us to manifest 
our godliness to others. 
Godliness is as it were a light 
that shines in the soul: Christ 
directs that this light should 
not only shine within, but that 
it should shine out before 
men, that they may see it. 
But which way shall this be? 
’Tis by our good works.” 2 

–Jonathan Edwards  
(1703-1758)
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3.  God calls us to give cheerfully out of gratitude 
(2 Cor. 9:6-15). 

Giving to get something back—or giving with disgruntled reluctance—is far 
from generosity. This was what Paul addressed when he wrote the following in 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15: 

6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God 
is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at 
all times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As it is written,

“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.”

10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in 
every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to 
God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is 
also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13 By their approval of this service, they 
will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your confession of the gospel 
of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, 14 while 
they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. 
15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

Notice that Paul ended this section with a word of praise: “Thanks be to God!” Why? 
Because true generosity is fundamentally an act of worship. When he says in verse 7 
that one should not give reluctantly or out of compulsion, he didn’t mean we shouldn’t 
give. He simply meant that our hearts should be in the right place. We ought to give of 
our time, talents, and treasures willingly and cheerfully, demonstrating we hold these 
things loosely compared to the security we have in Christ Jesus. To give reluctantly says 
that we really find money and worldly things to be comparable or even of greater worth 
than Christ. 
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Likewise, to give “under compulsion” says that we’d rather not but we’re being made to 
give out of duty and obligation—like a child being made to share. But giving cheerfully 
is how we say: “Of course I’ll share! It’s just money, after all. I have an eternal treasure in 
Christ that supplies all my needs.” We give cheerfully when we give out of the overflow 
of thanksgiving to God, who has given us the indescribable gift of His Son. 

How can individuals and the church work to strengthen the mind-set 
of giving as worship? 

Paul was careful to remind the Corinthians that 
generosity comes without risk because God would 
provide all their needs and they would be 
enriched even further for their generosity. In 
essence, he was reminding them that God’s 
resources are as limitless as His love for us. So 
there should be no fear in giving generously. 

Sacrificial giving is hard to understand for those 
who have not experienced the gospel. The world’s logic 
is take care of yourself first and then, if you have anything left over, be generous. This sort 
of generosity only comes from the surplus of a person’s surplus—after savings, retirement 
investment, car payments, vacations, and so forth have been made. Sacrificial giving is 
a foreign concept, never mind cheerful sacrificial giving. When we give sacrificially and 
cheerfully, we have the opportunity to present the gospel in powerful ways to those 
around us. 

What are some ways that our giving might distract from thankfulness 
and praise being directed toward God?

 Voices from 
Church History
“You can always give without 
loving, but you can never love 
without giving.” 3 

–Amy Carmichael  
(1867-1951) 
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What are some examples of the sowing/reaping principle in verse 6 
that you have experienced yourself or seen in others?

Conclusion 

How much will be enough? Just a little more, 
we think. But to chase “enough” on earth is, as 
Solomon said, “a striving after wind.” We can 
take some important cues from Solomon in this 
regard. As one of the most powerful and 
prestigious kings in all of history, he had 
more than he ever could have dreamed. In 
Ecclesiastes 2:4-11, he recounted all the material 
goods he had managed to acquire: mansions, 
gardens, lakes, servants, livestock, silver and gold, 
concubines, art, and artists! In the end, he called 
all of his accumulation “vanity” (v. 11). Why? 

Solomon tells us why in Ecclesiastes 3:11: “[God] 
has put eternity into man’s heart.” This is that 
God-shaped hole we hear so much about. Because 
we are made in God’s image, we were made 
for more than life right now—we were made for 
eternity. Material possessions don’t fill this deepest longing of the heart; only God does. 
And when we experience God, we see money and possessions for what they really are, 
not as a source of joy but as a means to joy as we live generously with what God has 
given us. Joy is not found in what we hold onto but instead in what we give away. 

CHRIST CONNECTION: In Jesus Christ, we have both a model and a 
motivation for generosity. Because God has been merciful and generous 
to us by giving us His Son, we are empowered to be merciful and generous 
toward others.

 Voices from  
the Church
“He who lays up treasures on 
Earth spends his life backing 
away from his treasures. To 
him, death is loss. He who 
lays up treasures in Heaven 
looks forward to eternity; 
he’s moving daily toward 
his treasures. To him, death 
is gain. He who spends his 
life moving away from his 
treasures has reason to 
despair. He who spends 
his life moving toward his 
treasures has reason to 
rejoice. Are you despairing 
or rejoicing?” 4 

–Randy Alcorn 
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1.  What are some opportunities you have in the coming days to be generous 
as God has been generous with you?

2.  How can your group join together in order to give for the provision and 
blessing of others?

3.  What hindrances do you have to being a cheerful giver, and how does 
the gospel help you to overcome those hindrances?

HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God gives us wealth in order that we 
might share it with others in need, not out of a sense of guilt or 
obligation but cheerfully and willingly.
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