
Old Testament Survey 
Levi3cus (Part Two) 

Exodus deals with the construc3on of the Tabernacle 
Levi3cus deals with the func3on of the Tabernacle  

Chapters 1-7 detail the five primary offerings that enabled the worshipper to establish and 
maintain a right fellowship with God and with one another.   

• Burnt Offering – Surrender 
• Grain Offering – Gra3tude 
• Peace Offering – Fellowship 
• Sin Offering – Cleansing 
• Trespass Offering – Res3tu3on 

While all the offerings were significant, the offerings presented on the Day of Atonement 
(chapter 16) was the most important. 

      The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) was celebrated annually on the 10th day aUer the  
      beginning of the Jewish New Year (Rosh Hashanah) some3me in September/October  
      according to the civil calendar. 

      The Day of Atonement was a day of na3onal cleansing.  The sprinkling of blood would    
      cleanse the Tabernacle of defilement and cover (atone) the sin of the na3on allowing God to  
      dwell in His house and among His people.   

1. The responsibility of the people 

Abstain from mundane labor and marital rela3ons, engage in a complete fast (the 
only fast commanded in the Bible), and wait for the High Priest to fulfill his work. 

2. The responsibility of the High Priest – He alone could perform the required task 

a. He would put off his priestly robes and don simple garments 

b. He would offer a bull sacrifice first for his own sins 

c. He would take two male goats and cast lots between them 



▪ The Lord’s goat would be slaughtered and its blood used to sprinkle on the 
mercy seat behind the veil in the Holy of Holies. 
      

The idea of the High Priest having a rope 3ed around his leg during this 
ritual appears to have originated during the medieval period. 

This ceremonial act dealt with the pollu3on of sin 

▪ The Scapegoat would have both hands of the High Priest laid on it and the 
sins of the na3on transferred.  It would be led out of the city to perish in the 
wilderness. 

        This ceremonial act dealt with the burden of sin  

Hebrews 9:11-15; Hebrews 10:1-4; 11-18   

The Fes3vals of Israel (chapter 23) 

Annual celebra3ons and fes3vals commemorated the ac3vity of God in the history of His people 
but they also picture God’s plan of redemp3on. 

1. First month – The Fes3val of Passover (religious calendar) 

• Passover – Commemora3ng God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt 
• Unleavened Bread (seven days) – Symbol of the purging of sin 
• First Fruits – Waving of the sheaf before the Lord 

2. Third month – The Fes3val of Pentecost  

      Harvest celebra3on fiUy days aUer Passover waving two loaves before the Lord 

3. Seventh month – Fes3val of Tabernacles 

• Feast of Trumpets – Gathering of Israel commemora3ng the New Year 
• Day of Atonement – The cleansing from and atonement for sin 
• Feast of Tabernacles – The Tabernacle in the wilderness 

hbp://www.lamblion.com/ar3cles/ar3cles_jews3.php   

http://www.lamblion.com/articles/articles_jews3.php



