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SESSION 7

The Risen King on 
the Emmaus Road

Summary and Goal 

After His resurrection, King Jesus joined two of His disciples on the road to Emmaus. By listening in 
on their conversation, we learn that the risen King draws near to His people in times of sorrow and 
confusion. We also see how all of Scripture is a testimony to Jesus Christ, who reveals Himself to those 
who trust Him. As witnesses to the risen King, we proclaim the Bible’s grand story, which culminates 
in the death and resurrection of Jesus.

Main Passage
Luke 24:13-35

Session Outline
1.  The risen King is with us in our sorrow and confusion (Luke 24:13-24).
2.  The risen King is the focus of all the Scriptures (Luke 24:25-27).
3.  The risen King makes Himself known to His people (Luke 24:28-35).

Theological Theme
All Scripture is a testimony to Jesus Christ.

Christ Connection
On the road to Emmaus, the risen Jesus explained how the Old Testament Scriptures pointed forward 
to His suffering and glory. Like the disciples, we read the whole Bible in light of Christ’s death and 
resurrection, focusing our attention on the gospel that lies at the heart of God’s written Word to us. 

Missional Application
God calls us to read and interpret the Scriptures in light of Christ’s death and resurrection.
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Introduction
Share the writer’s analogy between Sam’s question in The Two Towers and the 
time between Jesus’ death and resurrection (leader p. 82; PSG p. 65). 

People often think of life in terms of a story, with a 
beginning, middle, and end goal in mind. How does seeing 
ourselves within a story help us through times of sorrow 
and confusion?

Summarize this session on one of Jesus’ appearances (leader p. 82; PSG p. 65). 

1.  The risen King is with us in our sorrow and 
confusion (Luke 24:13-24).

Read Luke 24:13-24. Note Luke’s ability as a historian and storyteller. Explain 
that God supernaturally prevented the eyes of these disciples from recognizing 
Jesus during this encounter (leader pp. 83-84; PSG pp. 66-67). Ask groups 
of 3-4 to answer the questions using the chart in the PSG. After a couple of 
moments, call for some responses for the whole group (leader p. 84; PSG p. 67). 

How has God used His Word and His people to 
remind you of Jesus’ presence when you have faced 
distressing situations? 

2.  The risen King is the focus of all the 
Scriptures (Luke 24:25-27). 

Read Luke 24:25-27. Comment on Jesus’ use of “foolish” and “slow” to 
express His disappointment with the disciples for struggling to accept by faith 
what the Scriptures taught about the Messiah (leader p. 85; PSG p. 68). 
Specify that the reference to “Moses and all the Prophets” refers to the 
Hebrew Bible, or the Old Testament (leader p. 85). 

Consider some of the famous stories in the Old Testament. 
In what ways do they point to Christ? 

Why is it important to see Bible stories in their relation 
to Christ? 

Pack Item 1: 
Jesus Saves
Display this poster in a 
place that will help group 
members follow the 
storyline of Scripture, to 
remember where we’ve been 
and where we are going.

 For Further 
Discussion
How can reading stories 
and narratives both 
historical and fictional 
assist us in becoming 
better readers of Scripture?

Why should we view our 
lives as smaller stories 
within God’s larger story 
presented in the Bible?

 For Further 
Discussion
What do you make of 
Jesus’ indicting language of 
“foolish” and “slow” here?

What does Jesus’ concern 
about the disciples’ 
understanding of 
Scripture tell us about 
the serious and moral 
nature of studying the 
Bible carefully?

The Risen King on 
the Emmaus Road

Session Plan

Session 7
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Use Pack Item 5: Jesus’ Suffering to help your group see how “Moses and all 
the Prophets” spoke about Christ’s sufferings beforehand. 

Go over the three questions we should ask about a passage in order to read 
the Bible in light of Jesus’ death and resurrection: 
1) Does anything in this passage point directly to Jesus? 
2) Does anything in this passage foreshadow or anticipate Jesus? 
3) How does the gospel of Jesus shape my understanding of this passage? 
Spell out that once we figure out how an Old Testament command or 
principle applies to us, we can only carry it out in the power of the gospel 
(leader pp. 86-87; PSG p. 69). 

What would you say to someone who argues that the Old 
Testament Scriptures are no longer relevant for believers 
today since we are no longer under the Old Covenant? 

Can you think of an Old Testament law or command that 
can provide training or correction for us today when we 
understand it in light of Jesus’ life and teaching? 

3.  The risen King makes Himself known to His 
people (Luke 24:28-35). 

Ask a volunteer to read Luke 24:28-35. Speak about the surprise of the two 
disciples once their eyes were opened to see the risen Christ. Add that the 
Holy Spirit is the means by which Jesus makes Himself known to people 
(leader pp. 87-88; PSG pp. 70-71).

How does the Holy Spirit use the Word of God to reveal 
Jesus to us today? 

What role do God’s people have in interpreting and 
understanding God’s Word?

Highlight that the disciples’ encounter with Jesus leads organically to mission 
(leader p. 88; PSG p. 71).

Why was it natural for these two disciples to share the 
news of Jesus’ resurrection? 

Conclusion
Affirm that the mission God has given to us is not to present the Bible as 
a book of virtues or as a moral improvement program but rather to introduce 
people to the risen King who has come to redeem, restore, and reconcile 
people to God. Say that our effectiveness in carrying out this mission 
depends, to a large extent, on how we read the Bible (leader p. 89; PSG p. 72). 
Apply the truths of this session with “His Mission, Your Mission” (PSG p. 73).

 For Further 
Discussion
Show the video “How to 
Read the Bible.” 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YCenfA5eKqs

This video emphasizes the 
need to read and study 
each passage of Scripture 
in view of its historical 
context, how Christians 
from other times and 
places have interpreted 
the passage, and how the 
whole of the Bible points 
to Christ. Ask your group 
the following questions 
once they have watched 
the video:

•  What did you find most 
helpful in the video?

•  Why is it important that 
we read every passage in 
context and also in view 
of Christ?

•  How have you seen 
these guidelines for Bible 
study neglected? 

Christ Connection: On the 
road to Emmaus, the risen 
Jesus explained how the 
Old Testament Scriptures 
pointed forward to His 
suffering and glory. Like 
the disciples, we read 
the whole Bible in light 
of Christ’s death and 
resurrection, focusing our 
attention on the gospel 
that lies at the heart of 
God’s written Word to us. 

.........................................................

Missional Application: 
God calls us to read and 
interpret the Scriptures 
in light of Christ’s death 
and resurrection.
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Introduction
In J. R. R. Tolkien’s story The Two Towers, part two of The Lord of the 

Rings, Sam poses a question to his fellow hobbit Frodo. Both have 
encountered wonders. Both have survived danger on their journey. Now, 
as they travel the perilous road to Mordor, Sam says, “I wonder what sort 
of tale we’ve fallen into?” 1   

What a profound question! It must be similar to what Jesus’ disciples 
wondered about on the third day after His death. They were confused. 
They thought they were following a victorious king, but Jesus had been 
crucified as a criminal. Now, three days later, they heard an astounding 
report that suggested Jesus was alive. What kind of a tale had they 
fallen into?

Perhaps you ask a similar question: What kind of story do I belong to 
as a follower of Jesus Christ? This question haunts us when we face times 
of sorrow and confusion—especially as people in our community become 
more hostile to the gospel of Jesus Christ. We may also wonder how Jesus, 
the risen King, will respond to the doubts that grow out of our sorrow 
and confusion. Will He draw near to us or will He pull away and stop 
revealing Himself to us? 

People often think of life in terms of a story, with a 
beginning, middle, and end goal in mind. How does seeing 
ourselves within a story help us through times of sorrow 
and confusion?

Session Summary
In this session we see the risen King Jesus joining two of His disciples 

on the road to Emmaus. By listening in on their conversation, we learn 
that the risen King draws near to His people in times of sorrow and 
confusion. We also see how all of Scripture is a testimony to Jesus Christ, 
who reveals Himself to those who trust Him. As witnesses to the risen 
King, we proclaim the Bible’s grand story, which culminates in the death 
and resurrection of Jesus.

 Voices from 
Church History
“The Old Testament 
sounds the messianic 
hope. The Gospels record 
Christ’s incarnation; Acts 
relates His continuing work 
through the Holy Spirit; 
the Epistles interpret 
His person and work; 
Revelation proclaims His 
final triumph and glory.” 2 

–Herschel H. Hobbs  
(1907-1995)

The Risen King on 
the Emmaus Road

Expanded Session Content

Session 7 
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1.  The risen King is with us in our sorrow and 
confusion (Luke 24:13-24).
How often has our sorrow and confusion blinded us to the presence 

of Jesus? This same thing happened to two travelers on the day Jesus was 
raised from the dead, with Jesus in their midst. 

13 That very day two of 
them were going to a village 
named Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, 
14 and they were talking with 
each other about all these 
things that had happened. 
15 While they were talking 
and discussing together, Jesus 
himself drew near and went 
with them. 16 But their eyes 
were kept from recognizing 

him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are 
holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 
18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only 
visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened 
there in these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they 
said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how 
our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, 
and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They 
were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find his 
body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, 
who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did 
not see.”

Luke is a careful historian (see Luke 1:1-4). He is also a remarkable 
storyteller, as we will see throughout this account. He begins this 
account by highlighting two travelers on a seven-mile journey to a village 
named Emmaus while having a heated discussion about the events of 
the weekend—the arrest, trial, sentencing, and death of Jesus (see v. 20). 
Careful details a careful historian would include. Jesus’ crucifixion had 
shattered these disciples’ dreams, but then Jesus appeared. 

 Further 
Commentary
Four important facts about 
these travelers: First, they 
are disciples of Jesus 
(see vv. 22,24). Second, 
Cleopas is the only one 
named. Why is this the 
case? Richard Bauckham 
explains: “There seems 
no plausible reason for 
naming him other than to 
indicate that he was the 
source of this tradition. He 
is very probably the same 
person as Clopas, whose 
wife Mary appears among 
the women at the cross in 
John 19:25.” 3 It is possible 
that the other traveler is his 
wife, Mary. But we cannot 
be sure. Third, they had 
expected Jesus to bring 
political release from Rome 
and usher in a new era of 
freedom for Israel (v. 21). 
Fourth, like the apostles 
in 24:11, they apparently 
dismissed the report of the 
women about Jesus being 
alive as nonsense (v. 23). 
These two disciples had 
forgotten what Jesus had 
told them in advance about 
being crucified and rising on 
the third day (24:6-7).
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In verses 15-16, Luke gives us “insider information” that the two 
travelers did not know—the identity of the Man who joined them 
was Jesus. The passive voice of the verb “were kept” suggests that 
someone other than the disciples was responsible for their blindness. But 
who? Although some suggest Satan, it is much more likely that God 
was responsible. 

Presumably, Jesus looked similar after His resurrection as He did 
before (the women at the tomb recognized Him). So God supernaturally 
prevented the eyes of these disciples from recognizing Him. They likely 
assumed this Man was just another worshiper returning home 
from Jerusalem. 

But why prevent them from recognizing Jesus? As New Testament 
scholar Darrell Bock says, “God still had things to teach them…Part of the 
drama is when and how they will realize who their discussion partner is.” 4  

Why do you think God sometimes allows us to endure times of sorrow 
and confusion? 

How does it impact us to know that He is with us, even if He seems 
hidden or disguised? 

We too can be so distressed by the death of a loved one, by a diagnosis 
of cancer, by the rebellion of a child, by the betrayal of a friend, by the loss 
of a job, or by succumbing yet again to a sinful act that we are blinded to 
the presence of Jesus. Yet before our risen King ascended to heaven, He 
promised: “I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). So 
remember, your circumstances do not change the fact that Jesus will never 
leave you nor abandon you. 

How has God used His Word and His people to 
remind you of Jesus’ presence when you have faced 
distressing situations? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“In the church…the story 
of creation must be read 
in a way that begins with 
Christ and only then moves 
on toward him as its goal; 
indeed one can read it 
as a book that moves on 
toward Christ only when 
one knows that Christ is 
the beginning, the new, the 
end of our whole world.” 5 

–Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
(1906-1945)
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2.  The risen King is the focus of all the Scriptures 
(Luke 24:25-27). 
How did Jesus respond to the despair, confusion, and faithlessness of 

the disciples with whom He walked on the way to Emmaus? Take a look: 

25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ 
should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with 
Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself.

Jesus spoke with emotion, expressing disappointment that the two 
disciples had failed to understand what the Scriptures had said. The 
combination of “foolish” (unwise) and “slow” describes their struggle 
to accept by faith what the Scriptures taught about the Messiah—the 
promised Deliverer who would rescue God’s people from bondage. 

The reference to “Moses and all the Prophets” refers to the Hebrew 
Bible, what Christians today refer to as the Old Testament. During 
the time of Jesus, the Old Testament was read as “a story in search of a 
conclusion. This ending would have to incorporate the full liberation and 
redemption of Israel, an event which had not happened as long as Israel 
was being oppressed, a prisoner in her own land.” 6 And so, the Jewish 
people were waiting for this conclusion that would be spearheaded by 
the Messiah. Essentially, without drawing attention to Himself just yet, 
Jesus said to Cleopas and the other disciple, “The crucified Messiah about 
whom you are confused is the One who brings the story of Israel to its 
completion, and all the Scriptures have been telling you so.”

Consider some of the famous stories in the Old Testament. 
In what ways do they point to Christ? 

Why is it important to see Bible stories in their relation 
to Christ? 

How did Jesus show the two disciples that the Old Testament 
Scriptures pointed forward to His suffering and glory? The rest of the New 
Testament gives us some hints. 
•  Jesus may have used Psalm 118:22 to identify Himself as “the stone that 

the builders rejected [which] has become the cornerstone,” just as Peter 
did in Acts 4:11.

•  Jesus may have recited Isaiah 52:13–53:12 and showed how this song of 
the Suffering Servant pointed to Him. In Acts 8:30-35, Philip goes up 
to an Ethiopian official who was reading this passage from the prophet 
Isaiah so he could explain how it pointed to Jesus. 

 Further 
Commentary
“Again it is the word which 
brings life. The word here 
means two things, yet the 
two things are one. First, it 
is Jesus who speaks. This 
is something even better 
than the word of his earthly 
ministry. It is the word of 
his risen power, for he has 
been ‘designated Son of 
God in power according 
to the Spirit of holiness by 
his resurrection from the 
dead.’ And in the power 
of the Spirit he is living 
yet. That is why still today 
we can turn to his words, 
written and preached, and 
our own dead hearts come 
to life; still today we can tell 
others with delight what 
‘Jesus says’ and they come 
to life in their turn. Secondly, 
the Scripture speaks also—
the Old Testament which 
Jesus was expounding, in 
which, on his own authority, 
we find everywhere 
‘things concerning himself’ 
(24:27), and to which we 
add the apostolic witness 
of the New Testament. 
To the Scripture also 
we turn eagerly, for it 
is a living testimony to 
the living Christ.” 7 

–Michael Wilcock

 Voices from 
Church History
“In order for our heart to be 
illuminated and to learn to 
see God correctly, we must 
preach Christ alone and no 
other thing!” 8 

–Martin Luther (1483-1546)
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•  According to Peter, the patriarch David spoke concerning the 
resurrection of the Messiah in Psalm 16:10 when he said: “For you 
will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption” 
(see Acts 2:25-31). 

•  Similarly, in Acts 2:34-35, Peter sees David referring to Jesus’ ascension 
into the heavens by his statement in Psalm 110:1.

Our challenge, then, as disciples of Jesus Christ, is to read the Old 
Testament Scriptures in light of His death and resurrection. We can do 
this well by asking three questions every time we read a passage from the 
Bible that Jesus read.

First, does anything in this passage point directly to Jesus? 
There are a few places where the Old Testament speaks directly about 

the coming Messiah: 
•  Genesis 49:10-12 prophesies a ruler from the line of Judah who will bring 

about a kingdom of prosperity. 
•  Isaiah 9:6 speaks of the birth of a child who will be named “Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
•  Micah 5:2 refers to a ruler who will come from Bethlehem. 

Of course, direct prophecies of Jesus do not occur in every passage, 
but you will find them sprinkled throughout the Old Testament.

Second, does anything in this passage foreshadow or anticipate Jesus? 
Sometimes the most powerful way to communicate is through 

subtlety. Johann Sebastian Bach once delivered a stark rebuke to King 
Frederick the Great. The monarch had challenged Bach to compose a 
six-part fugue—a musical piece in which a theme is repeated or imitated 
by successively entering voices. He wanted to make the aging composer 
look bad. But Bach’s Musical Offering delivered to Frederick was “as stark 
a rebuke of his beliefs and worldview as an absolute monarch has ever 
received.” 9 By including ten canons, Bach invoked the Law of Moses, 
inferring that “there is a law higher than any king’s which is never 
changing and by which you and every one of us will be judged.” 10 

The Old Testament takes a similar approach. In addition to direct 
prophecies, the Old Testament foreshadows Jesus in subtle, indirect ways. 
For example, knowing that the Gospel of Matthew begins by identifying 
Jesus as “the son of David” and “the son of Abraham” (Matt. 1:1), we can 
look for ways that events in the lives of David and Abraham anticipate 
who Jesus is and what Jesus will do. 

We see Abraham’s “sacrifice” of his son Isaac in Genesis 22 as 
foreshadowing the sacrifice of Jesus, the Son of God. We see Jesus’ love for 
His enemies (Rom. 5:8) anticipated by David’s love for Mephibosheth in 
2 Samuel 9, as he was a potential enemy, being a descendant of King Saul. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“Cut the Bible anywhere 
and it will bleed. The 
blood of Jesus stains 
every page.” 11 

–Adrian Rogers (1931-2005)

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
7. Illumination of Scripture

Because of the vast 
difference between God’s 
wisdom and ours and 
because of humanity’s 
sinful state, human beings 
are incapable, on our 
own, of fully grasping 
spiritual truth without 
being aided by the Holy 
Spirit through the process 
of illumination. When it 
comes to understanding 
the meaning of God’s 
Word, Christians do not 
rely ultimately upon 
human reason in the 
process of interpretation, 
nor do we rely solely 
upon an institution or 
body of scholars. Instead, 
a Christian’s ultimate 
reliance is upon the work 
of the Spirit of God, who 
illuminates the Scriptures 
in the heart and mind 
(John 14:15-18; 16:7-15). 
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Third, how does the gospel of Jesus shape my understanding of 
this passage? 

The Old Testament is full of wise sayings, principles, and commands. 
The apostle Paul makes it clear that these still have relevance for us as 
followers of Jesus Christ. But we can only understand how these wise 
sayings, principles, and commands apply to us and life properly when we 
read them through the lens of Jesus’ life and teaching. He came to bring 
the Old Testament to its complete expression (Matt. 5:17). 

Then, once we figure out how an Old Testament command or 
principle applies to us, we can only carry it out in the power of the gospel. 
Yes, the good news that Jesus died and rose again shapes and empowers 
our obedience (see 2 Cor. 3:17-18; Gal. 2:14; Phil. 1:27; 2:12-13). 

What would you say to someone who argues that the Old 
Testament Scriptures are no longer relevant for believers 
today since we are no longer under the Old Covenant? 

Can you think of an Old Testament law or command that 
can provide training or correction for us today when we 
understand it in light of Jesus’ life and teaching? 

3.  The risen King makes Himself known to His 
people (Luke 24:28-35). 
Cleopas and the other disciple still did not know Jesus’ identity as they 

arrived at Emmaus. But that was about to change. Luke reports what 
happened next: 

28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted 
as if he were going farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay 
with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he 
went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them, he took 
the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes 
were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 
32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he 
talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33 And they 
rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven 
and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has 
risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had 
happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of 
the bread.

 Further 
Commentary
“At table Jesus went 
through the motions 
familiar at the beginning 
of a Jewish meal, though 
normally they would 
have been performed by 
the host, not a guest…
Something in the action 
awoke a chord, or perhaps 
they saw the nail-marks 
in Jesus’ hands for the 
first time. Or perhaps it 
was just God’s time. ‘Their 
eyes were opened’ may 
mean that God chose this 
moment to make it clear 
that this was his Son. At 
any rate ‘they recognized 
him.’ And as they did so ‘he 
vanished of their sight.’ The 
recognition that it was the 
Lord with whom they had 
walked explained to them 
what had happened on the 
journey. They remembered 
how their hearts had 
burnt within them. Clearly 
Jesus’ exposition had 
stirred them deeply. They 
speak of him as ‘opening’ 
the scriptures: when 
he spoke the meaning 
hidden in the words of the 
Bible became clear. Their 
immediate reaction was 
to tell the other believers…
In Jerusalem they found 
‘the eleven’ and other 
disciples with them, though 
Luke does not say who 
they were. But they were 
full of the news of the 
resurrection, for the Lord 
‘has appeared to Simon!’ 
(cf. 1 Cor. 15:5). They had 
not been prepared to take 
the word of the women, 
but Simon was different. If 
he said he had seen Jesus, 
then ‘The Lord has risen 
indeed.’ So Cleopas and 
his friends told of their 
walk with Jesus and of his 
becoming known ‘in the 
breaking of the bread.’ The 
manner of his becoming 
known had clearly 
impressed them.” 12 

–Leon Morris
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On April 26, 2006, Whitney Cerak was riding in a van and survived 
a horrific crash that took the lives of five other Taylor University students. 
Because of the chaos of the crash, emergency workers mixed up her 
identity with another student, and they notified her parents that she 
had died. Imagine the shock and joy of Whitney’s parents when they 
discovered a couple weeks later that their daughter was in fact alive! 13 

So it was for the two disciples. The Man whose explanation of 
Scripture set their hearts ablaze turned out to be their risen King! Once 
again, the passive forms of the verbs in verse 31 (“their eyes were opened”) 
and verse 35 (“he was known to them”) imply divine action. God was the 
One who revealed to them the risen Christ. And God still does 
this today. 

The risen King makes Himself known to His people by means of the 
Holy Spirit. The night before Jesus was crucified, He told His disciples that 
the Holy Spirit would come and that “he will glorify me” (John 16:14). In 
1 Corinthians 12:3, the apostle Paul affirmed that “no one can say ‘Jesus is 
Lord’ except in the Holy Spirit.”

How does the Holy Spirit use the Word of God to reveal 
Jesus to us today? 

What role do God’s people have in interpreting and 
understanding God’s Word?

As suddenly as Jesus’ identity was revealed, He vanished from their 
sight. Why did Jesus disappear when the two disciples finally recognized 
Him? There are two possible reasons. First, His disappearance likely 
created the opportunity for a meeting with the Eleven and the other 
disciples (see Luke 24:36-49). It caused the two to return to Jerusalem and 
report what had happened (vv. 33-35), setting the stage for Jesus’ dramatic 
appearance to them in the next to last scene of Luke’s Gospel. The second 
possibility is Jesus’ disappearance was a reminder that “with the revelation 
that Jesus lives, his visible presence is no longer necessary.” 14 

Note how these disciples quickly went to share the good news of 
Jesus’ resurrection. An encounter with Jesus is not meant to be kept secret. 
It leads to mission. When Jesus reveals Himself to us, He expects us to 
spread His glory and fame through our witness to others. 

Why was it natural for these two disciples to share the 
news of Jesus’ resurrection? 

 Voices from 
the Church
“The Bible unveils Jesus 
Christ as the focal point of 
human history. All creation 
exists by Him, through Him, 
to Him, and for Him. Our 
Bible study should exist for 
Him too.” 15 

–Trevin Wax
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Conclusion
The mission God has given to us is not to present the Bible as 

a book of virtues or as a moral improvement program. Rather, our 
mission is to introduce people to the risen King who has come to 
redeem, restore, and reconcile people to God. When Jesus makes 
Himself known to us, He makes God known to us. As John 1:18 says, 
“No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he 
has made him known.” 

Our effectiveness in carrying out this mission depends, to a large 
extent, on how we read the Bible. Do we understand that it is a testimony 
to Christ? Do we read and interpret it in light of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection? Those are the two events that make up the gospel, or “good 
news” (see 1 Cor. 15:1-8). The apostle Paul makes it clear that both events 
were verified by the witness of Scripture and the witness of history. 

Regarding the witness of history, Jesus’ burial confirmed His death 
(1 Cor. 15:4) while His appearances to more than 500 witnesses—
including two unbelievers in James, the half-brother of the Lord, and 
Paul—confirmed His resurrection (1 Cor. 15:5-8). Yet the apostle Paul 
leads out with the fact that Jesus “died for our sins in accordance with 
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3-4). 

Jesus’ death and resurrection “stands in line with the great story of 
God working to redeem and restore his people to life in his presence, 
where true fullness and joy are found. This is the tale into which we, as 
followers of Jesus, have fallen!” 16 May we read the entire Bible with this 
grand story in our hearts and minds.

CHRIST CONNECTION: On the road to Emmaus, the risen Jesus 
explained how the Old Testament Scriptures pointed forward to 
His suffering and glory. Like the disciples, we read the whole Bible 
in light of Christ’s death and resurrection, focusing our attention 
on the gospel that lies at the heart of God’s written Word to us. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“In every part of both 
Testaments, Christ 
is to be found—dimly 
and indistinctly at the 
beginning—more clearly 
and plainly in the middle—
fully and completely at 
the end—but really and 
substantially everywhere.” 17 

–J. C. Ryle (1816-1900)
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Get expert insights on weekly studies through Ministry 
Grid at MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject. 
Grow with other group leaders at the Group Ministry 
blog at LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry.

Study Material

 - “I Am the First and the Last”—Chapter 8 from According to Plan 
by Graeme Goldsworthy

 - “Biblical Theology—Part 1: Introduction”—Blog post by Matt Capps; 
find a link to this blog post at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources 

 - Previous Biblical Illustrator articles, including “ ‘The Scriptures’ in Jesus’ 
Day,” can be purchased, along with other articles for this quarter, at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator. Look for Bundles: The Gospel Project.
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The Risen King on 
the Emmaus Road

Tip of the Week
Arrive Early 

It’s always a good idea to arrive early—not just to prepare the room before 
the first member or guest arrives but to pray. Picture a leader standing in 
an empty room, arranged for people who have yet to arrive, asking God 
to provide direction for leading the group experience. The leader envisions 
the faces of the men or women who will be engaged in Bible study and 
prays about the needs they will carry into that room. The leader also asks 
for clarity and the ability to communicate in a way that honors God. 
People can be impressed easily when we present a thoughtful session, but 
those same people can be transformed when we teach through the power 
of prayer.

Sermon Podcast

Craig Bartholomew: “Two Ways, Two Meals, Two Americas?—
Luke 24:13-42” 

Find a link to this at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

Additional Resources
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