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Heaven’s Songs

Session

THEOLOGICAL THEME: Worship in heaven centers on the redeeming
power of God demonstrated in the sacrifice of His Son.

While our singing in eternity will be better, our
singing today is meaningful, important, and
transformational too. When we sing, we affirm
the gospel. Paul says that singing is a core piece of
worshiping God because singing is an outflow of
dwelling on God’s Word and the gospel

(Col. 3:16) and is a way we fight against sinful
actions and speech (Eph. 5:18-19). Psalm 96, for
example, tells us to sing to the Lord as a way of
proclaiming salvation.

When we sing, we experience a dress rehearsal for
eternity. As we will see in this session, we will sing
praises to the Lord forever. Again, this is not a// we

will do, but it will be a core piece of what we will do.

So as new creations in Christ, we proclaim to each
other, and the world around us, what the perfection
of eternity with God will be like tomorrow, today.

How does singing as a gathered church
help you feel connected to God?

99 Essential
Christian Doctrines

89. Worship

While many reduce worship
to an event or the singing

of worship songs, worship
is first and foremost
something of the heart

and extends to all areas of
life. The aim and focus of
worship is God, giving Him
the exact due of praise and
adoration that He deserves.
Worship should be carried
out not only at a personal
level within a Christian’s

life but also in joining with
other Christians in the
corporate act of worship
and stewarding ovur gifts for
the glory of God. Corporate
worship serves to edify and
strengthen other Christians,
butitalso servesas a
witness to non-believers of
the greatness of God.
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In this session, we will continue our study of Revelation, which teaches us that not only
does the purpose of our singing matter but so also the content of what we sing. It is not
enough that we merely sing; to whom we are singing and why we are singing to Him
are important as well. We will trace two songs of praise to God in Revelation 4-5 to
help us see that we sing to our God who is holy, powerful, and eternal and who created
everything. We will then see that we also sing to the Lamb who redeemed people by His
blood and who reigns forever.

1. Praise the God who is holy, powerful, and eternal
(Rev. 4:2-8).

2 At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on
the throne. > And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and
around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. * Around the
throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders,
clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. > From the throne came
[flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the throne were
burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, ¢ and before the throne
there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal.

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full
of eyes in front and behind.: ” the first living creature like a lion, the second living
creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth
living creature like an eagle in flight. ® And the four living creatures, each of them with
six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease
to say,

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,

who was and is and is to come!”

God is holy.

To say God is holy is to say He is set apart or unique. There is nothing and no one like
God, which is why those around the throne do not merely declare God is holy. They say
more—He is holy, holy, holy. He is three-times holy. Triple-holy.

For Christians reading Revelation, this triple use of holy reminds us of God’s

three-ness—He is one God in three Persons. The triune God exhibits absolutely beauty
and majesty with unmatched holiness—a holy, holy, holy God.
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God is powerful.

God’s infinite power is one way He is set apart from His creation. The power we observe
in nature, harness in laboratories, and produce in generators is too weak, insignificant,
and limited to even measure on the same scale as God’s unending power. It is this
power, God’s omnipotence, on display around the throne that John describes as “flashes
of lightning,” “peals of thunder,” and “torches of fire.”

God is eternal.

When we think of eternity, we often think of

time having no end. It just keeps going forever. ﬁ Voices from
But when we say God is eternal, we say much the Church

more than that. It’s not that God just lives forever, v Tieslsmyeeler s aur

although He certainly does. When it comes to affections toward God, not
toward theology.”’

—Jared C. Wilson

God being eternal, we speak of His essence—we
describe a fundamental part of His nature. God is
eternal in that He exists outside of time.

Time is a way to measure spaces between beginnings and endings, and it gives us a
backdrop to evaluate how things change. But God has no beginning or ending and He
does not change. He does not grow old, tired, or weary. God is eternal, and therefore,
He is totally unlike us. As those around the throne proclaim, He was (He has always
existed), He is (He exists now), and He s zo come (He will always exist).

Why should we always start with God’s character and not just our own
feelings when we worship?

This scene of worship in Revelation is built around these basic theological affirmations
about God, and our worship today should be the same. Our knowledge of God through
the Scriptures should direct our hearts, minds, and mouths to proper worship. And
when we sing, we sing the good news of who God is and what He has done to us and
those around us. This is a song we sing now and will sing forever.
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What are some of your favorite hymns and songs to sing reflecting who
Godis?

2. Praise the God who created everything (Rev. 4:9-11).

? And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is
seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, '° the twenty-four elders fall down
before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever.
They cast their crowns before the throne, saying,
1 “Worthy are you,

our Lord and God,

to receive glory and honor and power,
Jfor you created all things,

and by your will

they existed and were created.”

When seeing the throne of a God who is radiating a heavenly thunderstorm so powerful
that words to describe it fail you, it is hard not to fall on your face in worship. But when
you think of the power and glory of the One who created all that we know (and what
we do not know too) by the power of His spoken word, it keeps you down on your face.
God’s creative power is unfathomable to us.

g What aspects of creation lead you to worship God the most? Why?

What do the elders around the throne mean when they say by God’s will everything

exists and was created? To be created by the will of God means that 1) we were created
because He wanted to create us and 2) we were created to live a certain way. The elders
around the throne sing praise to God for creating us because He did not have to create

us, yet He did.
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How does being created according to the will of God in both senses
impact how you view yourself and your life?

3. Praise the Lamb who redeemed people by His blood
(Rev. 51-10).

! Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written
within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. > And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming
with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?”> And no one
in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it,

* and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to
look into it. > And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its
seven seals.”

¢ And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw
a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes,
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. ” And he went and took
the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. ¢ And when he had
taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the
Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of
the saints. ° And they sang a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll

and to open its seals,

Jfor you were slain,

and by your blood you ransomed people for God

from every tribe and language

and people and nation,

0 and you have made them a kingdom

and priests to our God,

and they shall reign on the earth.”
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We know that God the Father is on the throne, but at the same time, we can know
that Jesus is on the throne too. So whether Jesus is seated in a special place at the throne
or near the throne, we know He is o7 the throne with His Father. John describing Jesus
« b2l . « » . . . b . .
as “near” the throne instead of “on” the throne was not to minimize Jesus” authority in
any way. He was trying to convey the exact opposite—that Jesus is to be esteemed as the
King of kings because He is not bowing at the throne, but instead, He is bowed to by
those worshiping around the throne.

How does the picture of Jesus near the throne bring you comfort and
hope today?

As John focuses his attention on Jesus near the throne, he describes Him as a
slaughtered lamb who purchased people by His blood. This pictures Jesus” death on the
cross, where He substituted Himself in our place, and His resurrection because John
does not see a slaughtered lamb lying down dead but standing up very much alive.

Only a perfect God can forgive sins, and only a
perfect man can die as a substitute for imperfect 'f Voices from
men. So God the Son stepped into human history Church History

to die as the final, ultimate sacrificial Lamb. The . .
Therefore everything

slaughtered lambs of the Bible were pointing which Christ has is ours,

to the Lamb of God who would once and for graciously bestowed on us
. unworthy men out of God'’s

all take away the sins of the world (John 1:29; sheer mercy.”2

Heb. 10:1-18). —Martin Luther (1483-1546)

What does reading of Jesus as the
slaughtered Lamb make you think and feel?
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4. Praise the Lamb who reigns forever (Rev. 5:11-14).

" Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders
the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,
2 saying with a loud voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth
and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
3 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, saying,
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might
Jforever and ever!”
" And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

Again, we see Jesus at the throne, being worshiped as One with authority and divine
power. The language used is the same as other Scripture passages where divine worship
is portrayed: “worthy,” “glory,” “honor.” And this worship will never end—it will go on
in an amazing crescendo of praise forever and ever.

How should God'’s attributes—such as His love, holiness, and power—
guide how we worship Him now in preparation for eternity?

God is not just a concept; He is real and He is perfectly good, and therefore, He is
worthy of our worship. This is why the creatures, angels, and elders gather around the
throne in heaven and sing to Him without end. They do not worship Him because they
have to—they worship Him because He is loving, kind, awesome, glorious, and good.
God’s character compels worship.
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But let us not stop there. Just as God’s love
overflowed to us in creation and in salvation, may
our love for God overflow into proclaiming the
gospel to everyone who will hear it. May we be so
enthralled with God and so burdened for people
that we cannot help but invest all we can—all we
have—into bringing them together. Our King
will reign forever, and those who confess His
name and believe His gospel will reign forever
with Him. That is the hope to which we look
forward and that is the hope that we share.

@ How does worship of God fuel evangelism?

'f Voices from
Church History

“| agree that we don't
‘demand crystal perfection
in other men, nor do we

find it. But if there is one
Man in whom we do find

it, and if that one Man also
claims to be more than man,
what then?”3

—C. S. Lewis (1898-1963)

Conclusion

Revelation 4-5 gives us two snapshots of amazing worship of God. While some of

the imagery is mysterious and confusing, one thing is clear and compelling: Our God

deserves our worship because of the greatness of who He is and what He has done. God

has given us ample cause to worship Him in His holiness, power, glory, love, mercy, and

grace, all of which we see most clearly in the provision of Jesus. It is because of Jesus,

the resurrected slaughtered Lamb, that we are able to worship God, let alone enter His

presence. And it is because of Jesus that we will be with God forever, worshiping in

various ways without end. But that worship does not start one day in the future—it

begins now, today, as we sing to God with the gathered church and as that song carries

over into our communities for all the world to hear the glories of our God.

CHRIST CONNECTION: When John saw that no one was worthy to open
the scroll or break its seals, he wept. Then he saw the slaughtered Lamb
on the throne—Jesus, the Son of God who was slain for our redemption.
Jesus is the One worthy of all praise and honor and blessing.
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HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to worship here on earth in
anticipation of our worship of the Lamb in heaven.

1. How are you challenged to worship God in light of the songs in the Book
of Revelation?

2. How can you use your worship of the Lamb—Jesus Christ—to proclaim the
gospel in the world?

3. What are some specific circumstances in your life or the lives of othersin
which the Lamb reigning forever is praiseworthy news?
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