
Survey of the New Testament 
The Book of Acts 

  
The Book of Acts answers the ques8on, “What happed to the disciples a@er Jesus went back to 
heaven?”  Acts is the historical narra8ve of the origin of the church and the advancement of the 
gospel message from Jerusalem to Rome.  What began in an upper room as a flame from 
heaven among 120 believers (AD 33) spread like a wildfire that within the span of 35 years 
Chris8anity would be well rooted within the Roman Empire.  
  
Authorship 

  
According to early church tradi8on, Luke is the writer of the book of Acts.  It is the 
con8nua8on of his gospel wriVen to Theophilus (Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1).      
  

•         Where the Gospel of Luke concludes (Luke 24:46-49), Acts begins (Acts 1:8). 
  

•         Luke and Acts share a common literary style and vocabulary. 
  

•         Acts contain the “we” passages that indicate that the author was both a 
companion of Paul and personal eyewitness to events, especially the missionary 
journeys. 

(16:10-17; 20:5-15; 21:1-18; 27:1-28:16) 
  

•         Luke and Acts account for 27% of the en8re New Testament wriVen by a 
Gen8le to a Gen8le.  Luke describes how the gospel of the Jews became the gospel for 
the world.  

  

•         Irenaeus (early church father of the 2nd century) makes the clearest reference 
to this book thus establishing its credibility by around AD 150. 
  

•         Luke probably wrote Acts around AD 62-63.  There are three reasons many 
scholars give for an early date for this book: 
  

1.      There is no men8on of the destruc8on of the Temple (AD 70) 
2.      Roman persecu8on of Chris8ans under Nero had not begun 
3.      Paul’s death is around AD 68 and Acts ends with him s8ll in prison 

  
  



Title - The 8tle of the book is iden8fied as The Acts of the Apostles.  While the book does 
chronicle the ministries of Peter (chapters 1-12) and Paul (chapters 13-28) a beVer 8tle would 
be The Acts of the Holy Spirit. 

  
     The purpose of the book is not to tell us what Peter and Paul did, but what God was 
     doing through them to accomplish His divine purposes. 

  
Key Passage 
  
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses 
to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. Acts 1:8 (NKJV) 
  
        It is within this text that the progression of the gospel is charted throughout Acts. 
  

1.      The Gospel in Jerusalem 
  

!  The day of Pentecost (2:1-4) 
!  The character of the early church (2:40-47) 
!  The ministry of Peter and John (3:1-4:31) 
!  The story of Ananias and Sapphira (5:1-11) 
!  The stoning of Stephen (6:1-7:60) 

  
2.      The Gospel in Judea and Samaria 
  

!  The purpose of persecu8on (8:1-4) 
!  The conversion of an Ethiopian (8:26-40) 
!  The conversion of Saul of Tarsus (9:1-16) 
!  The conversion of Cornelius (10:1-43) 
!  The gi@ of the Holy Spirit on the Gen8les (10:44-45) 

  
3.      The Gospel to the ends of the earth 
  
There is a two-fold shi@ in the narra8ve.  First, the emphasis of the gospel 
message is extended to Gen8les.  Secondly, Peter fades into the background and 
Paul becomes the predominate figure. 
  

!  The church is a sending church (13:1-4) 
!  The first missionary journey (13:4-14:28) 



      The Jerusalem Council convenes to discuss the controversy of 
      Circumcision (15:1-35) 

!  The second missionary journey (15:36-18:22) 
!  The third missionary journey (18:23-20:38) 
!  The journey to Rome (21:1-28:31) 

  
  



Book of Acts Quiz 
  

1.      Which gospel writer is also responsible for wri8ng the Book of Acts? 
  

a.      MaVhew               b. Mark                       c. Luke                         d. John   
  
  

2.      On which Jewish fes8val was the promise of the coming Holy Spirit fulfilled? 
  

a.      Passover                b. Pentecost                c.  Tabernacles            d. Hanukkah 
  
  

3.      Why were the priests upset with Peter and John when they healed the beggar 
who sat at the gate asking for alms? 
  

a.      The healing took place on the Sabbath 
b.      It disrupted the worship within the Temple 
c.       They preached that Jesus rose from the dead 
d.      The beggar was a Gen8le 

  
  

4.      What was the name of the couple who lied to the Holy Spirit concerning the 
amount of money given? 
  

a.      Ananias and Sapphira 
b.      Aquilla and Pricilla 
c.       Agrippa and Bernice 
d.      Abraham and Sarah 

  
  

5.      How many men were selected to serve as the first deacons? 
  

a.      7                b.  12               c. 40                 d. 70                e.  100 
  
  

6.      Which person was iden8fied in Acts as the primary source of persecu8on of 
Chris8ans? 
  



a.      Herod the Great                b.  Nero           c. Barnabas                 d. Saul of 
Tarsus 

  
  

7.      Which Old Testament prophet did Philip reference when speaking with the 
Ethiopian Eunuch? 
  

a.      Isaiah                     b.  Jeremiah                c.  Daniel                     d.  Elijah 
  
  

8.      Which person was NOT an encouragement to Paul a@er his conversion? 
  

a.      Gamaliel               b.  Ananias                  c.  Barnabas                d.  Peter 
  
  

9.      Why did Peter not want to go to the home of Cornelius? 
  

a.      Joppa was too far a distance from his home 
b.      Cornelius was a Gen8le 
c.       He did not know who Cornelius was 
d.      Cornelius sought to kill him earlier 

  
10.  What major issue did the Church in Jerusalem need to seVle when it was 
becoming obvious that Gen8les were coming into the church? 

  
a.      The issue of circumcision 
b.      Ceremonial washing of hands 
c.       Paying the 8the 
d.      Praying in the Temple 

  
  

11.  Why did Paul and Barnabas part ways a@er the first missionary journey? 
  

a.      Barnabas was jealous of Paul who took the role of leader 
b.      Paul considered Barnabas too old to keep up the vigorous pace 
c.       They did not share the same ministry vision 
d.      Paul considered Barnabas’ nephew a liability to the mission 

  



  
12.  Who was with Paul while he was incarcerated in Philippi? 
  

a.      Barnabas               b.  Luke                        c.  John                        d.  Silas 


