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SESSION 6

The Savior Is Raised

Summary and Goal 

Consider the wondrous mystery of Jesus’ resurrection. Some women traveled to Jesus’ resting place 
on Easter Sunday, but an angel invited them to come and see His empty tomb. Then they saw Him 
and stopped to worship the risen Lord. Finally, they went to tell Jesus’ disciples what they had seen 
and experienced. We too are to see the empty tomb with the eyes of faith, we must worship our risen 
Savior, and we must go and tell the world about all He has done for us. 

Main Passage
Matthew 28:1-15

Session Outline
1.  Come and see the empty tomb (Matt. 28:1-6). 
2.  Stop and worship the risen Lord (Matt. 28:7-9). 
3.  Go and tell others the truth about Jesus (Matt. 28:10-15). 

Theological Theme
Jesus of Nazareth was raised from the dead in fulfillment of the Scriptures.

Christ Connection
On Easter Sunday, God vindicated His Son’s perfect sacrifice by raising Him from the dead and 
beginning the new creation He had long promised His people. Through faith, we are united to Christ, 
we are part of His new creation, and we share in the promise of being resurrected in His likeness. Sin’s 
curse has been removed, death has been defeated, and we are assured of everlasting life with God.

Missional Application
God calls us to go and tell others the good news of Christ’s victory over sin and death, calling people 
to trust in Jesus and receive resurrection life.
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Introduction 
Speak to how fight stories involve points where the hero seems defeated. 
Draw an analogy here with Jesus’ lying in the tomb (leader p. 70; PSG p. 55). 

Why do you think people in our culture are so fascinated by 
come-from-behind/death-to-life stories?

What would have been the results if Easter Sunday never 
came and Jesus remained in the tomb?

Summarize this session on Jesus’ resurrection (leader p. 70; PSG p. 56). 
Use Pack Item 3: Passion Week Timeline to connect this session with the 
previous one—the crucifixion was on Friday; the resurrection occurred on Sunday.

1.  Come and see the empty tomb (Matt. 28:1-6). 
Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 28:1-6. Assert that the two Mary’s in 
this narrative were looking for closure rather than a radical turn of events 
(leader p. 71; PSG p. 56).

What do you think the two Mary’s were feeling as they 
approached the borrowed tomb of Jesus?

What are some natural responses to having your 
expectations turned upside down?

Note that from the other Gospels we know that the two Mary’s went to 
prepare Jesus’ body for burial. Highlight the reason the angel’s first words 
addressed their fear. Add that while the women were expecting closure, this 
tomb instead represented a new beginning, the firstfruits of a new creation 
(leader pp. 71-73; PSG pp. 57-58).

What circumstances helped you to come and see the 
empty tomb of Jesus with the eyes of faith?

2.  Stop and worship the risen Lord (Matt. 28:7-9). 
Read Matthew 28:7-9. Briefly comment on how technology can take away 
from the grandeur of a moment (leader p. 73; PSG p. 58). 

 For Further 
Discussion
What is your favorite 
fight story? Why?

How is “death” preceding 
“resurrection” a constant 
theme in drama?

 For Further 
Discussion
What does Jesus’ 
appearing first to the 
women say about their 
importance as disciples?

(Add to the discussion as 
needed with insights from 
the leader-only content and 
the “Further Commentary” 
on leader p. 74.)

The Savior 
Is Raised

Session Plan

Session 6
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Do you think phones, tablets, and social media outlets do 
more to connect us to people and events or do more to 
distract us? Why? 

What are some significant experiences in your life that you 
return to in memory and share about with others? Why 
have these experiences impacted you so? 

Emphasize how we need to see the empty tomb of Jesus with the eyes of faith. 
State how the commands “come and see” and “go and tell” speak to the 
church’s mission. Point out how the women responded to seeing the risen 
Jesus with adoration and worship (leader pp. 74-75; PSG p. 59). 

Why do you think Jesus chose to appear first to these 
women rather than appearing directly to the disciples? 

Why is worship a necessary and integral part of our 
mission to share the good news of Jesus’ crucifixion 
and resurrection? 

3.  Go and tell others the truth about Jesus 
(Matt. 28:10-15). 

Read Matthew 28:10-15. Affirm that we instinctively seek to share good 
news with others, just like the women who encountered Jesus (leader p. 75; 
PSG p. 60).

What are the easiest things in life for you to get excited 
about and want to share with others? What are some of 
the hardest?

Why do you think we so instinctively desire to share our 
experiences with others?

Express that the women headed back to the city fueled by their joy and 
the message of the resurrection. But a contrary message was being devised 
and delivered that morning as well. Clarify the truth and encourage the 
desire to tell the truth (leader pp. 76-77; PSG p. 61). Reference Pack Item 8: 
Jesus’ Exaltation to show that Jesus’ resurrection vindicated His sacrifice and 
proved that He accomplished salvation for us. 

Why is the resurrection such an important part of the 
proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ?

Conclusion 
Close by charging the group to come again to see the empty tomb and be 
filled with worship for our risen Savior (leader p. 77; PSG p. 62). Apply the 
truths of this session with “His Mission, Your Mission” (PSG p. 63).

Point 2 Option
Ask groups of 3-4 to read 
the “Essential Christian 
Doctrine” Glorification 
(leader p. 74; PSG p. 59) 
and to discuss the 
following questions 
(consider writing these 
questions on a board or 
sheet of paper for groups to 
have; also available on the 
DVD in The Gospel Project 
for Adults: Leader Pack):

•  Why do we tend to 
overlook the future 
glorified physical 
state when we talk 
about salvation?

•  How does Jesus’ glorified 
body help us conceive of 
the end goal of salvation?

After a couple of moments, 
allow groups to share 
some of their reflections 
and conclusions with the 
entire group.

Christ Connection: On 
Easter Sunday, God 
vindicated His Son’s 
perfect sacrifice by raising 
Him from the dead and 
beginning the new cr eation 
He had long promised 
His people. Through 
faith, we are united to 
Christ, we are part of His 
new creation, and we 
share in the promise of 
being resurrected in His 
likeness. Sin’s curse has 
been removed, death has 
been defeated, and we are 
assured of everlasting life 
with God.

.........................................................

Missional Application: 
God calls us to go and tell 
others the good news of 
Christ’s victory over sin and 
death, calling people to 
trust in Jesus and receive 
resurrection life.
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Introduction
Every good fight story involves at least one point where you would 

think the hero was defeated if you didn’t know you were watching fiction 
unfold. Sherlock Holmes tumbles to his apparent death in “The 
Reichenbach Fall” episode of the BBC TV series. In The Matrix, Neo lies 
at the feet of Agent Smith riddled with bullets. The Empire Strikes Back 
concludes with Han encased in carbonite and Luke nursing a severed 
hand. And really, what kind of story would it be if the bell rung and 
Rocky immediately knocked out Ivan Drago? 

For the three days after Jesus’ crucifixion, it must have seemed like 
real life does not much resemble fiction. The Hero of this story was 
not merely lying on the mat; He was lying in a tomb. Hope trickled 
out of the disciples’ hearts and minds as blood and water seeped from 
the Savior’s side, if He could even be called that anymore. After all, He 
was dead.

But then came Sunday. 

Why do you think people in our culture are so fascinated by 
come-from-behind/death-to-life stories?

What would have been the results if Easter Sunday never 
came and Jesus remained in the tomb?

Session Summary
In this session, we will consider the wondrous mystery of Jesus’ 

resurrection. Some women traveled to Jesus’ resting place on Easter 
Sunday, but an angel invited them to come and see His empty tomb. 
Then they saw Him and stopped to worship the risen Lord. Finally, they 
went to tell Jesus’ disciples what they had seen and experienced. We too 
are to see the empty tomb with the eyes of faith, we must worship our 
risen Savior, and we must go and tell the world about all He has done 
for us. 

 Voices from 
the Church
“Jesus is very much alive 
and well in the twenty-first 
century. Jesus is revealed 
in the lives and words and 
resurrection faith of the 
believers in persecution. 
These believers don’t just 
live for Jesus, they live with 
Jesus every day.” 1 

–Nik Ripken

The Savior 
Is Raised

Expanded Session Content

Session 6
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1.  Come and see the empty tomb (Matt. 28:1-6). 
1 Now after the Sabbath, 

toward the dawn of the 
first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. 
2 And behold, there was a great 
earthquake, for an angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven 
and came and rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. 3 His 
appearance was like lightning, 
and his clothing white as 
snow. 4 And for fear of him 

the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to 
the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the 
place where he lay.

Have you ever gone out of your way to see something amazing? 
Perhaps you were driving through Arizona and figured you should drive a 
couple of hours out of the way to see the Grand Canyon. How could you 
not stop and see the world’s largest brick in Alabama or the largest Santa 
in Alaska? Who goes to Beijing and doesn’t take the opportunity to see 
the Great Wall of China?

The two Mary’s in this narrative were not expecting to see anything 
spectacular as they approached Jesus’ borrowed tomb. They were looking 
for a conclusion, looking for closure, but what they found was certainly 
more than they had bargained for. In a moment, their expectations were 
turned upside down and hope, which had once been buried alongside their 
Teacher, no longer inhabited a grave. 

What do you think the two Mary’s were feeling as they 
approached the borrowed tomb of Jesus?

What are some natural responses to having your 
expectations turned upside down?

The process for burying Jesus had been rushed because of the coming 
Sabbath. Prohibited by tradition from carrying out work or coming into 
contact with the dead on this sacred day, those who laid Him to rest 
quickly carried out a partial preparation that would have to do until after 
the day of rest. 

 Further 
Commentary
“The God who remained 
apparently silent on Good 
Friday is having the last 
word. He is answering 
the unspoken questions 
of Jesus’ followers, and 
the spoken question of 
Jesus himself on the cross. 
And what God is doing is 
not just an extraordinary 
miracle, a display of 
supernatural power for 
its own sake, or a special 
favour to Jesus. What 
God is doing is starting 
something new, beginning 
the new world promised 
long ago, sending the 
disciples to Galilee in the 
first place but then, as we 
shall see, on to the ends 
of the earth and the close 
of the age with the news 
of what has happened. 
A whole new world 
was opening up in front 
of them.” 2 

–N. T. Wright

 Voices from 
Church History
“Notice the angel’s words: 
first ‘See,’ and then ‘Go.’ 
Make sure about the 
fact for yourselves, and 
then let others know of 
it. What you know, tell; 
and do it ‘quickly.’ Swift 
be your feet; such good 
news as you have to carry 
should not be long on the 
road. ‘The King’s business 
required haste.’ ” 3 

–Charles H. Spurgeon 
(1834-1892)



72 Leader Guide   

According to Matthew, the two Mary’s went to see the tomb, but we 
know from Mark and Luke that their purpose was not merely to observe 
or pay respects. Rather, they intended to further prepare Jesus’ body with 
various spices for burial (see Mark 16:1; Luke 23:55–24:1). 

Apparently the women were not fully prepared for the process of 
preparation since they were discussing how they might get the stone rolled 
away as they approached the tomb (Mark 16:3). Regardless, they moved 
forward to carry out their duty in love. By faith, the women viewed the 
stone as an opportunity to be overcome rather than an obstacle to obstruct 
their obedience. 

As they drew near to the tomb, there was a violent earthquake. This 
was no random fault line friction but the result of an angelic appearance. 
One might expect an earthquake to have moved the stone, but something 
even more spectacular occurred. A gravestone in that time and place 
would have weighed somewhere between 2,000 and 4,000 pounds, but 
the angel easily moved it and sat upon it to herald the good news of 
Jesus’ resurrection.

Angels in Scripture are no chubby, childish cherubs wearing diapers. 
Though at times they appear unremarkable in human form, at other times 
they have an appearance that inspires awe and dread and even worship 
when they are encountered. This particular angel’s appearance was much 
more of the latter. Not only was his appearance like lightning and his 
clothes as white as snow, but he also inspired terror in the guards posted 
at the tomb, such that they were paralyzed from fear. According to Luke’s 
Gospel, this angel was even accompanied by another, which would have 
been twice as terrifying (Luke 24:4-5).

Then the angel spoke. Imagine the scene for a moment from the 
perspective of the two Mary’s. They had expected to see a tomb, and 
instead, they experienced an earthquake, paralyzed guards, and a 
blindingly brilliant angel sitting upon a massive gravestone now rolled 
away. The angel’s speech would surely have inspired fear, and yet, his 
first words were “Do not fear,” which happens to be the most abundant 
command in all of Scripture. “Do not be afraid” is easier said than done, 
and thus, the Lord continually reminds His people of His compassion 
and control. 
•  “Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is 

the Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake 
you” (Deut. 31:6). 

•  “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go” (Josh. 1:9). 

 Voices from 
Church History
“So the angel became an 
evangelist and herald of 
the resurrection to the 
women. ‘Do not seek,’ he 
says, ‘the one who’ always 
‘lives,’ who in his own 
nature is life, ‘among the 
dead. He is not here,’ that 
is, dead and in the tomb, 
‘but he has been raised.’ 
He has become a way of 
ascent to immortality not 
only for himself but also 
for us. For this reason he 
made himself nothing and 
put on our likeness, that 
‘by the grace of God,’ just 
as the blessed Paul says, 
‘he might taste death on 
behalf of all.’ And so he 
has become the death 
of death.” 4 

–Cyril of Alexandria  
(circa 375-444)

 Voices from 
the Church
“The Bible says he was 
raised not just after the 
blood-shedding, but 
by it. This means that 
what the death of Christ 
accomplished was so 
full and so perfect that 
the resurrection was the 
reward and vindication 
of Christ’s achievement 
in death.” 5 

–John Piper 
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•  “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand” (Isa. 41:10). 

•  “When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his 
right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last’ ” 
(Rev. 1:17). 

One might expect for the angel to have followed up the command 
not to fear with something along the lines of “I am not here to hurt you” 
or “I am here to help,” but the reason to relinquish fear went much deeper 
than the angel’s mere intentions. Their fear was to be abandoned not in 
light of the angel that they had seen but in response to what they had not 
yet seen—the Lord was not there; the tomb was empty. 

“Come, see” is the command that will comfort the confused and 
confounded. The women had come to see a tomb, and see a tomb they 
would. But rather than offering closure, this tomb represented a new 
beginning, the firstfruits of a new creation (see 1 Cor. 15:20). 

What circumstances helped you to come and see the 
empty tomb of Jesus with the eyes of faith?

2.  Stop and worship the risen Lord (Matt. 28:7-9).  
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, 
and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, 
I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them 
and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and 
worshiped him.

Vacations today are often hijacked by technology. Go to the Eiffel 
Tower, the Leaning Tower of Pisa, or Niagara Falls and what is the most 
common activity? One hundred years ago, you would have found people 
staring silently or commenting quietly about the beauty and wonder that 
they were perceiving. Now the only sounds are those of a camera’s shutter 
or the frustrated voice of a father trying to get his family together for 
just one picture. People are posing for selfies rather than soaking in the 
grandeur of the moment. 

Furthermore, once the picture is posted on Facebook, Twitter, or 
Instagram, it is buried somewhere in a photo library never to be seen 
again. We capture a moment in order to savor one day the sights and 
sounds again, and yet, we often find ourselves never really going back 
to savor what we have seen, if we even “saw” it in the first place. 

 Further 
Commentary
“On their arrival, the 
women are understandably 
terrified as well though 
delighted that the question 
of Mark 16:3 (‘who will 
roll the stone away?’) has 
been resolved. The angel 
reveals his understanding 
of their mission. They are 
looking for a corpse, but 
no body remains. Jesus 
is resurrected, not just 
spiritually alive, so that the 
tomb is empty. His own 
predictions have come true 
(16:21; 17:23; 20:19).” 6 

–Craig L. Blomberg

 Voices from 
Church History
“We understand and 
acknowledge that the 
Resurrection has placed a 
glorious crown upon all of 
Christ’s sufferings!” 7 

–A. W. Tozer (1897-1963)
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Do you think phones, tablets, and social media outlets do 
more to connect us to people and events or do more to 
distract us? Why? 

What are some significant experiences in your life that you 
return to in memory and share about with others? Why 
have these experiences impacted you so?

With the season and celebration of Easter, the resurrection of our 
Lord from the dead, we must take care to see the empty tomb of Jesus and 
ponder in our hearts the wonder of this miracle from God. “Come and 
see” and “go and tell” were the commands that proceeded from the mouth 
of the angel after he encouraged the women to abandon their fear. They 
also represent the movement of the mission of each of us who have seen 
the empty tomb through the eyes of faith. There is a coming and a going, 
a gathering and a sending. 

It is remarkable that women were the first to testify to the reality 
of the resurrection of Jesus. From a first-century legal perspective, they 
were unworthy to be witnesses in that particular time and place. Indeed, 
that fact has often been offered as a strong supporting piece of evidence 
for the historicity of the event. After all, how likely would it be for 
someone to have created a story in that culture when the testimony 
of the witnesses put forward would have been viewed as 
relatively unreliable? 

But in Christ, what was formerly unworthy is often honored. Women, 
Gentiles, children, the unclean, and sinners—all were on the outskirts of 
first-century Jewish propriety, and in the Gospels, we see Jesus engaging 
with them all. Thus, though surprising to the surrounding culture for 
women to function as the first witnesses to a historic event, those familiar 
with the Gospel narrative are hardly surprised.

The message entrusted to these women was threefold. First, they were 
to repeat what they themselves have already been told: Jesus has been 
raised from the dead. That would be incredible enough, but the message 
of the mission continued. They were also to proclaim that He was going 
to Galilee, the region of the majority of His ministry. Finally, they were to 
tell the disciples that they would see Him there. 

Imagine the feeling of awe and hope the women must have felt at 
the news. So in fear and great joy, they slowly sauntered back to the 
city to tell the disciples? Of course not! They ran in haste to carry out 
this sacred calling but were soon interrupted by the appearance of 
Jesus Himself. 

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
77. Glorification

Glorification is the final 
stage in the process of 
salvation. It refers to the 
future time when a Christian 
reaches moral and spiritual 
perfection at the time of 
death or at Christ’s return 
(Phil. 1:9-11; Col. 1:22). 
Glorification also involves 
the physical perfection that 
we will have once our bodies 
have been resurrected. 
When we are glorified, we 
will have a fuller knowledge 
and understanding of God 
and His Word (Phil. 3:20-21; 
1 Cor. 13:12). 

 Further 
Commentary
“Jewish historian Josephus 
showed some willingness 
to believe the recollections 
of women, but of court 
matters he warned: ‘there 
shall be no testimony 
of women, because the 
levity and boldness of their 
gender.’ Roman jurist Gaius 
(a.d. 130-180) stated the 
commonly held view that 
women ‘are very liable to 
be deceived owing to their 
instability of judgment’ 
though he himself held a 
more enlightened view. 
These and other sources 
indicate that men commonly 
doubted reliability of 
women when it came to 
reporting matters of critical 
importance…Jesus of 
Nazareth died on a cross, 
was interred and sealed 
in a tomb, and exited that 
tomb alive again after three 
days. Women were principle 
witnesses to these facts, a 
truth the Gospel writers were 
unwilling to ignore.” 8 

–Jeremy R. Howard, 
Biblical Illustrator
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The women went from a dead sprint to a sudden halt in a second. In 
overwhelming relief and delight, the women fell at His feet, took hold of 
Him, and worshiped. The women were not content with remaining at a 
distance. They were not looking to take a selfie with the Savior but instead 
were anxious to experience the full measure of the encounter, and so, they 
clung tightly to His feet in faithful adoration. 

Matthew does not record the words the women must have spoken 
or the questions they must have asked. He simply records that they 
worshiped the risen Jesus. In the presence of the sacred, there is nothing 
better to do. And really, before we can go and tell others, we must first see 
and savor. 

Why do you think Jesus chose to appear first to these 
women rather than appearing directly to the disciples? 

Why is worship a necessary and integral part of our 
mission to share the good news of Jesus’ crucifixion 
and resurrection? 

3.  Go and tell others the truth about Jesus 
(Matt. 28:10-15). 

10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go 
to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

11 While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city 
and told the chief priests all that had taken place. 12 And when they had 
assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum 
of money to the soldiers 13 and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by 
night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 And if this comes to 
the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So 
they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has been 
spread among the Jews to this day.

Your favorite sports team wins the championship game. Your boss 
calls you into her office to give you that big promotion and raise you have 
earnestly desired. Your boyfriend bends the knee and pops the question. 
Your doctor confirms the pregnancy test. 

What is your first response to receiving good news? Most of us 
immediately seek to share the news with others whom we love. Whether 
we post it on social media or send out a mass text or call our mom and 
dad, instinctively we seek to share good news with others. 

When your team scores a touchdown, you yell and jump up and down 
and turn to give a high five or fist bump to your buddy. When your wife 
tells you that she is pregnant, you laugh and cry and call your mom. When 
the women encountered Jesus, they could not help but share the good news. 

 Further 
Commentary
“ ‘Don’t be afraid’ is a word 
of reassurance in the 
exciting but highly unusual 
situation in which the 
ladies found themselves. 
They had been told by the 
angel that Jesus was alive, 
and now they had had this 
confirmed by seeing and 
hearing him for themselves. 
They could recognize 
something of what all this 
meant and gladly accept it. 
But it was still something 
outside human ken; it is 
a natural thing to be at 
least a little frightened of 
the supernatural. Jesus 
addressed himself to this 
natural feeling and told 
them not to be afraid.” 9 

–Leon Morris
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What are the easiest things in life for you to get excited 
about and want to share with others? What are some of 
the hardest?

Why do you think we so instinctively desire to share our 
experiences with others?

The weight of a message can often change depending on the identity of 
the messenger. For example, hearing from your wife’s best friend that your 
wife is pregnant just isn’t the same as hearing it from your wife directly. 

Jesus’ words to the women were almost exactly the same as the angel’s. 
And yet, they must have carried much more weight and grace into their 
hearts. It is one thing to hear “Do not be afraid” from an angel; it is 
another altogether to hear it from Jesus Himself. What fear lingered in 
their hearts dissipated with the morning mist as Jesus began to speak.

Fueled by their joy and the message of resurrection, the women headed 
out on their way back to the city. They had received news that was too 
good to be untrue. They had received news that demanded to be shared.

Meanwhile, another message was being devised and delivered. The 
women had just received the greatest news of their lives, but for the 
guards, perhaps it was the worst. In that culture, allowing a prisoner to 
escape would mean certain death for a guard; how much more if the 
prisoner were already dead! The meaning of the empty tomb was not a 
lifesaver for these guards but a death sentence. 

In fear and trembling, they approached the chief priests and delivered 
the dreaded update. They expected to be berated and beaten at best, 
but they received a bribe instead. The chief priests knew that they had a 
problem on their hands, but they assumed that a little money and a few lies 
could cover the truth. After all, something similar had worked with Judas. 

There are at least two sides to every story but only one truth. The 
women’s pockets were empty, but their hearts were full and their mouths 
were eager to share the good news of the risen Lord. 

These women are not the last in the Book of Matthew to be told to share 
what they have seen and heard. In fact, in just a few verses, representing 
nearly forty days, Jesus Himself will commission His disciples to “go and 
tell” (we will look at this Great Commission in more detail later): 

 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped 
him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.”

 Voices from 
Church History
“I think we delight to praise 
what we enjoy because the 
praise not merely 
expresses but completes 
the enjoyment; it is its 
appointed consummation. 
It is not out of compliment 
that lovers keep on telling 
one another how beautiful 
they are; the delight 
is incomplete till it is 
expressed. It is frustrating 
to have discovered a new 
author and not to be able 
to tell anyone how good 
he is; to come suddenly, at 
the turn of the road, upon 
some mountain valley of 
unexpected grandeur and 
then to have to keep silent 
because the people with 
you care for it no more 
than for a tin can in the 
ditch; to hear a good joke 
and find no one to share 
it with.” 10 

–C. S. Lewis (1898-1963)
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Go and tell others the truth about Jesus. Though the call and 
commission of Matthew 28 is delivered specifically to Jesus’ disciples, it 
certainly extends to all of His disciples, who love and trust Him. After all, 
how could we fail to share such good news with the world? 

Why is the resurrection such an important part of the 
proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ?

Conclusion
Have we become so familiar with the truth of Jesus’ resurrection that 

we have lost our amazement over its implications? For people like you and 
me, death can be a paralyzing fear. For many, death represents the great 
unknown. Death is chilling in its finality. With all of our advances in 
medical technology, death is the one thing we cannot avoid. But the one 
thing that man cannot defeat, Jesus Christ triumphed over. And for 
Christians, His victory is our victory. 

On the first Easter Sunday, God vindicated His Son’s perfect 
sacrifice on the cross by raising Him from the dead and beginning the 
new creation He had long promised His people. The good news of the 
gospel is that through faith we are united to Christ, we are part of His 
new creation, and we share in the promise of being resurrected in His 
likeness. Sin’s curse has been removed, death has been defeated, and we 
are assured of everlasting life with God. Christians will one day see their 
own Easter morning.

So let us come again to see the empty tomb and be filled with 
worship for our risen Savior, and then let us go and tell of His glory 
and our salvation.

CHRIST CONNECTION: On Easter Sunday, God vindicated 
His Son’s perfect sacrifice by raising Him from the dead and 
beginning the new creation He had long promised His people. 
Through faith, we are united to Christ, we are part of His new 
creation, and we share in the promise of being resurrected in 
His likeness. Sin’s curse has been removed, death has been 
defeated, and we are assured of everlasting life with God.

 Voices from 
Church History
“Christ the Lord is risen 
today, Alleluia! Sons of 
men and angels say: 
Alleluia! Raise your joys 
and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heav’ns, earth, 
reply: Alleluia!” 11 

–Charles Wesley  
(1707-1788) 
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Get expert insights on weekly studies through Ministry 
Grid at MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject. 
Grow with other group leaders at the Group Ministry 
blog at LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry.

Study Material

 - “Matthew 28”—Pages 247-250 from Matthew: The Gospel of Identity 
by Michael Card

 - “Jesus’ Resurrection and Christian Origins”—Article by N. T. Wright; 
find a link to this article at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources 

 - Previous Biblical Illustrator articles, including “Women as Eyewitnesses…,” 
can be purchased, along with other articles for this quarter, at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator. Look for Bundles: The Gospel Project.
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The Savior Is Raised

Tip of the Week
Five Actions of Healthy Small Groups 

Based on Acts 2:42-47, these are five actions that come intuitively from 
healthy small groups:
•  Provocative, demanding Bible study to understand what to believe and 

how to relate to God and others.
• Redemptive community on display before a watching world.
• Risky, transparent praying in full confidence that God will act.
• Doing life together in order to know others and be known by them.
• Taking care of each other as a result of sacrificial love for each other.
Work toward incorporating these actions into your group even as you pray 
for God to work in your group to make these a reality. 12

Sermon Podcast

Alistair Begg: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 

Find a link to this at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

Additional Resources
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Unit 1:  
Matt Chandler is the Lead Pastor of Teaching at The Village 
Church in Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas, and the president of the 
Acts 29 church-planting network. He has authored several 
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Creature of the Word, and The Explicit Gospel. Matt is married to 
Lauren, and they have three children, Audrey, Reid, and Norah.

Geoff Ashley serves as pastor at The Parkway Church in 
McKinney, Texas, after having served for ten years of ministry 
at The Village Church. He received a ThM from Dallas 
Theological Seminary and is married to Kaci. Together they 
have a beautiful daughter named Larken.

Unit 2:  
Steven Mathewson (sessions 7-10) serves as senior pastor of 
CrossLife Evangelical Free Church in Libertyville, Illinois. He 
received a DMin (preaching) from Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary. He is the author of five books, including Risen: Fifty 
Reasons Why the Resurrection Changed Everything. He and his 
wife, Priscilla, have four children and seven grandchildren.

Trillia Newbell (sessions 11-12) is the author of Enjoy, Fear 
and Faith, United, and God’s Very Good Idea (forthcoming, 
Sept. 2017). She is the Director of Community Outreach 
for the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission. Trillia is 
married to Thern, and they reside with their two children near 
Nashville, Tennessee. You can find her at trillianewbell.com. 

Daniel Davis (special session) is the content editor for 
The Gospel Project for Adults and a part-time student pastor at 
Edgefield Baptist Church in East Nashville, Tennessee. He 
received an MDiv from The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He and his wife, Christy, have three children and 
also provide care for foster children. 
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