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SESSION 5

The Savior Is Crucified

Summary and Goal 

The crucifixion of Jesus was brutal and unjust, and yet, He willingly laid His life down in obedience 
to the Father and for the salvation of sinners. As the substitute sacrifice, Jesus died in our place. As the 
crucified King, He demonstrated the true wisdom and power of God. And as the forsaken Son, He 
endured the punishment of our sin so we could become the righteousness of God in Him. 

Main Passage
Matthew 27:11-51

Session Outline
1.  Jesus the Substitute Sacrifice (Matt. 27:11-26) 
2.  Jesus the Crucified King (Matt. 27:27-44) 
3.  Jesus the Forsaken Son (Matt. 27:45-51) 

Theological Theme
Jesus is the King who willingly took upon Himself the punishment for sin.

Christ Connection
Unjustly condemned to death, Jesus willingly took up His cross and suffered the judgment our sins 
deserve. At the moment He died, the curtain in the temple sanctuary was torn in two, signifying 
the truth that sinners have access to God through the blood of Christ. The crucifixion of Jesus is the 
center of history, revealing God’s holiness and justice, our sinfulness and unrighteousness, and Christ’s 
humility and love.

Missional Application
God calls us to proclaim not only that Jesus died on the cross but also why He died. 

© 2017 LifeWay Christian Resources. Permission granted to reproduce and distribute within the license agreement with purchaser.



56 Leader Guide   

Introduction 
Ask the question “What do you think of when you hear the word sacrifice?” 
Then speak to what the word meant in the first-century world and what it 
means in light of Christ’s crucifixion (leader p. 58; PSG p. 46). 

Why is it important that we do not sterilize the slaughter 
of Christ?

How can you personally cultivate a greater understanding 
and appreciation not only of what Christ accomplished for 
us but also how He did so? 

Summarize this session about Christ’s death and its meaning (leader p. 58; 
PSG p. 47).

1.  Jesus the Substitute Sacrifice (Matt. 27:11-26)
Read Matthew 27:11-26. Comment on how history is full of bad choices and 
provide a few examples before disclosing the Jerusalem crowd’s choice as the 
worst choice in history (leader pp. 59-60; PSG pp. 47-48).

What are some ways we may choose something or 
someone over Jesus?

Explain that Pilate was looking for a way out, so he considered the potential 
of having the people put the pressure on their leaders to excuse Jesus. 
Acknowledge that the crowd nonetheless chose to free Barabbas and that in 
his release we see a foretaste of our own release (leader pp. 60-61; PSG p. 48). 

What examples of substitute sacrifices from the Old 
Testament can you think of, and how do they relate to 
Jesus’ substitution for us? 

How do you think Barabbas responded to this turn of 
events in his favor? How should we respond? 

Introduction Option
Prior to the group session, 
on a board or large sheet of 
paper, write the question 
“What do you think of 
when you hear the word 
sacrifice?” Go ahead and 
supply one answer from 
the leader-only content 
(leader p. 58). As group 
members arrive, ask them 
to take a moment and 
write down an answer to 
the question on the board 
or paper. As you begin the 
Introduction, reference 
people’s responses. Then 
ask the following questions:

•  What does the Bible mean 
by the word sacrifice? By 
Jesus being a sacrifice?

Then proceed with 
the Introduction.

 For Further 
Discussion
With whom should we 
most identify in the 
narrative of Jesus’ trial? 
Pilate? The religious 
leaders? The crowds? 
Barabbas? All of them? 
And why?

The Savior 
Is Crucified

Session Plan

Session 5
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2.  Jesus the Crucified King (Matt. 27:27-44) 
Read Matthew 27:27-44. Point out that Jesus’ being clothed with royal robes 
and a crown was a mockery of justice. Yet this King’s exaltation consisted in 
His clothing Himself in humanity and suffering death that we might see life 
(leader pp. 61-62; PSG pp. 49-50). 

How would you explain the crucifixion of Jesus as “the King 
of the Jews” as a demonstration of His glory in the world?

Emphasize how this passage screams both humiliation—Jesus is tortured and 
disregarded—and humility—Jesus was willing to obey the Father in going to 
the cross (leader pp. 62-63; PSG pp. 50-51).

Why are human beings so prone to miss Jesus’ glory on 
the cross?

How can knowing the Old Testament storyline and details 
help shed light on the glory of the crucified King?

3.  Jesus the Forsaken Son (Matt. 27:45-51) 
Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 27:45-51. Connect Jesus’ cry in 
Matthew 27:46 with its background in Psalm 22, a psalm dripping with 
messianic meaning (Pack Item 5: Jesus’ Suffering helps to make this 
connection). Then discuss the significance of the earth quaking and the 
curtain being torn (leader pp. 63-64; PSG pp. 51-52). 

Ask group members to take a moment and answer the questions in the chart in 
the PSG (leader p. 64; PSG p. 52). Then have groups of 3-4 gather together and 
share their answers with each other. Finally, allow the groups to share some of 
their conclusions for the benefit of the larger group. 

Conclusion 
Share that the good news of the gospel is that Jesus is the King who willingly 
took upon Himself the punishment for sin. Jesus was forsaken so that we 
would be accepted. He was condemned so that we would be welcomed as 
children of God (leader p. 65; PSG p. 53). Apply the truths of this session with 
“His Mission, Your Mission” (PSG p. 54). 

Pass out cards from Pack Item 7: Love and Sorrow to help group members 
remember that though the cross was a great travesty of justice from a human 
perspective, even greater still, it was the willful demonstration of Jesus’ love and 
glory for the benefit of all who will believe.

 For Further 
Discussion
Is it appropriate to call 
Jesus’ crucifixion beautiful? 
Why or why not?

Pack Item 2: Jesus’ 
Passion Week Map
Two possible locations 
for Golgotha, where Jesus 
was crucified, are noted on 
the map.

Conclusion Option
Consider concluding this 
session by singing “The Old 
Rugged Cross” together as 
a group. 

(A printable PDF of this  
hymn is available on the 
DVD in The Gospel Project 
for Adults: Leader Pack. Make 
as many copies as needed.)

Christ Connection: Unjustly 
condemned to death, 
Jesus willingly took up His 
cross and suffered the 
judgment our sins deserve. 
At the moment He died, 
the curtain in the temple 
sanctuary was torn in two, 
signifying the truth that 
sinners have access to God 
through the blood of Christ. 
The crucifixion of Jesus 
is the center of history, 
revealing God’s holiness 
and justice, our sinfulness 
and unrighteousness, and 
Christ’s humility and love.

.........................................................

Missional Application: God 
calls us to proclaim not 
only that Jesus died on the 
cross but also why He died.
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Introduction
What do you think of when you hear the word sacrifice? Perhaps your 

mind goes to the game of baseball and an at-bat scenario that results in an 
out but moves a baserunner into scoring position. Perhaps you think of 
giving up chocolate around the season of Lent or sacrificing that planned 
vacation due to some unforeseen family emergency. While all are indeed 
sacrifices in some sense, none really convey the power of the 
biblical imagery. 

For most of the first-century world, the word sacrifice brought to mind 
blood. It expressed the image of a bull or goat or other such animal lying 
and struggling upon an altar as its life drained from its body. 

Likewise, the cross of Christ is not an antiseptic or sterile image—a 
beaten and bloody Man hung between heaven and earth in horrific pain 
as the crowd mocked while He slowly suffocated. 

Why is it important that we do not sterilize the slaughter 
of Christ?

How can you personally cultivate a greater understanding 
and appreciation not only of what Christ accomplished for 
us but also how He did so? 

Session Summary
In this session, we will not only reflect upon the manner of Christ’s 

death but also the meaning. The crucifixion of Jesus was brutal and unjust, 
and yet, He willingly laid His life down in obedience to the Father and for 
the salvation of sinners. As the substitute sacrifice, Jesus died in our place. 
As the crucified King, He demonstrated the true wisdom and power of 
God. And as the forsaken Son, He endured the punishment of our sin so 
we could become the righteousness of God in Him. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“He lost his own life in 
order to gain life for all; he 
preferred to be conquered 
in himself in order to be the 
victor in everyone.” 1 

–Maximus of Turin 
(circa 380-465)

The Savior 
Is Crucified

Expanded Session Content

Session 5
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1.  Jesus the Substitute Sacrifice (Matt. 27:11-26)  
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked 

him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said 
so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, 
he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear 
how many things they testify against you?” 14 But he gave him 
no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was 
greatly amazed.

15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for 
the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And they had 
then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17 So when they had 
gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release 
for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew 
that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19 Besides, 
while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to 
him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have 
suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20 Now the chief 
priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 
destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the 
two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 
22 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is 
called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 And he said, 
“Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let 
him be crucified!”

24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that 
a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the 
crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 
25 And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our 
children!” 26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged 
Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.

The 1984 NBA Draft has long been regarded as one of the best in 
NBA history. Five Hall of Famers and seven All-Stars were drafted that 
year in a class that included such luminaries as Michael Jordan, Hakeem 
Olajuwon, Charles Barkley, and John Stockton. It also included the 
ten-year veteran Sam Bowie. Though Bowie had a respectable career 
limited by injuries, he is chiefly known for one distinction. The Portland 
Trailblazers chose him while Michael Jordan was still on the draft board. 

History is full of bad choices. Tom Brady somehow lasted until the 
sixth round of the NFL draft. A dozen publishing firms rejected a little 
known author named J. K. Rowling and her fantastical stories about a boy 
wizard named Harry. Filling the Hindenburg with hydrogen had tragic 
consequences. Napoleon’s invasion of Russia was costly, as was Hitler’s. 
Hindsight is 20/20, as they say. 

 Further 
Commentary
“It seems clear that 
Matthew is following his 
customary practice of 
abbreviating the narrative. 
If all that happened was 
that Pilate asked whether 
Jesus was king of the 
Jews and received an 
affirmative answer, even 
a hesitant one, surely the 
trial would have been over 
and Pilate would have 
given a sentence that 
would have gotten rid of 
this ‘king.’ But John tells us 
of a discussion between 
Jesus and Pilate about the 
nature of kingship in which 
Jesus made it clear that he 
had no intention of fighting 
against the Romans…There 
is not much doubt about 
the nature of the Jewish 
accusations, and Matthew 
does not stay to spell them 
out. All the more so in that 
Jesus ‘answered nothing.’ In 
all the accounts of his trial 
he remained silent at some 
stage. Matthew lets us 
see that he was not in the 
slightest concerned about 
the matters the members 
of the Sanhedrin raised. 
The specific allegations 
did not matter; they were 
determined to have him 
executed, and to refute 
their accusations was 
irrelevant…Neither Pilate 
nor the Sanhedrin was 
interested in what Jesus 
had come to teach and 
to do, and Jesus was not 
concerned to waste time 
over the kind of accusation 
that was being brought 
against him.” 2 

–Leon Morris
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There was no worse decision in history than the Jerusalem crowd’s 
choice of Barabbas over Jesus, a murderer over the Maker. But there was 
also no better outcome, as one Man would die for the salvation of the world. 

What are some ways we may choose something or 
someone over Jesus?

The right to remain silent is not a right that is universally held. It 
certainly would not have been listed in the bill of rights of first-century 
Israel. One answers when the governor or high priest asks a question, and 
yet, Jesus provided no self-defense. His destination was a sacrificial death, 
and any defense He offered would only thwart that plan. 

What would possess a man to remain silent while being falsely accused? 
Only under the influence of some higher resolution would someone 
willingly endure such circumstances. For Jesus, that resolve was clear. 

It probably was not the first time that someone had tried the silent 
treatment in the presence of Pilate. But it was probably the first time the 
defendant’s silence was anything more than self-righteousness and seething 
defiance. There was something in Jesus’ reserve that was remarkable. He 
was resolute but also restrained and modest. 

Pilate was looking for a way out. He knew the priests and elders all 
too well and was not blind to the situation before him. He knew Jesus was 
undeserving of death but also knew that the chief priests would stop at 
nothing to silence any and all perceived threats to their position and privilege. 

Knowing that personally confronting the priests and elders during the 
Passover would be politically dangerous, Pilate considered the potential of 
having the people put the pressure on their leaders. If the crowd were to excuse 
Jesus, then the elders and priests would have no recourse but to drop their 
accusation against Him. After all, they had been too concerned about the 
crowd’s perception of Jesus as a prophet to make a public arrest (Matt. 21:46). 

Barabbas was a murderer and insurrectionist. He was worthy of the 
punishment that awaited him. Even if the crowd would not proclaim 
Jesus innocent, surely they would recognize His relative innocence when 
contrasted with a man like Barabbas. 

Pilate’s plan was brilliant, but it was doomed by the sinfulness of man 
and God’s divine plan. This day the guilty would walk free while the 
innocent would walk to death.

In the release of Barabbas, we see a foretaste of our own release. 
Like Barabbas, we are guilty of insurrection, but not against the Roman 
Empire. We have each conspired to commit cosmic treason against the 
Lord and rightly deserve death. If not for Jesus, we too would stand before 
the judge’s seat to receive condemnation. But as Jesus took the place of 
Barabbas before Pilate, so He takes the place of those who love and trust 
Him before His Father. 

 Further 
Commentary
“An aside notes the Roman 
custom of releasing a Jewish 
prisoner at Passover as a 
goodwill gesture and adds 
that the Romans are holding 
the notorious Barabbas. 
When Pilate offers the crowd 
their choice of Barabbas or 
Jesus, he probably thinks 
they will prefer Jesus. 
Pilate perceives that there 
is no substantial charge 
against Jesus and that envy 
motivates the leaders…Many 
ancient [manuscripts] have 
Barabbas’s full name as 
Jesus Barabbas. This makes 
an explicit contrast between 
Jesus Barabbas (which may 
mean ‘son of the father’ 
or ‘son of the teacher’) 
and Jesus who is called 
the Messiah.” 3 

–David L. Turner

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
61. Christ as Substitute

At the heart of the 
atonement is Jesus Christ 
substituting Himself for 
sinners as He died on the 
cross. This truth is seen 
against the backdrop of the 
Old Testament sacrificial 
system, which provided a 
picture of humanity’s need 
for sin to be covered and 
guilt to be removed by an 
innocent sacrifice. Jesus 
perfectly revealed and did 
the will of God, taking upon 
Himself human nature 
with its demands and 
necessities and identifying 
Himself completely with 
humankind yet without sin. 
He honored the divine law 
by His personal obedience, 
and in His substitutionary 
death on the cross, He 
made provision for the 
redemption of humanity 
from sin.
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As Jesus marched to Golgotha, He did so not only in the place of 
Barabbas but also for all who would believe. He was crucified and 
condemned as sin so that we might be ransomed and redeemed (2 Cor. 5:21). 

What examples of substitute sacrifices from the Old 
Testament can you think of, and how do they relate to 
Jesus’ substitution for us? 

How do you think Barabbas responded to this turn of 
events in his favor? How should we respond?

2.  Jesus the Crucified King (Matt. 27:27-44)  
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 

headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28 And 
they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and twisting together 
a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. 
And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the 
head. 31 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe 
and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.

32 As they went out, they 
found a man of Cyrene, Simon 
by name. They compelled this 
man to carry his cross. 33 And 
when they came to a place 
called Golgotha (which means 
Place of a Skull), 34 they offered 
him wine to drink, mixed with 
gall, but when he tasted it, 
he would not drink it. 35 And 
when they had crucified him, 
they divided his garments 

among them by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down and kept watch over 
him there. 37 And over his head they put the charge against him, which 
read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38 Then two robbers were 
crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 39 And those 
who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You 
who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! 
If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 So also the 
chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42 “He 
saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him 
come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts 
in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am 
the Son of God.’ ” 44 And the robbers who were crucified with him also 
reviled him in the same way. 

 Voices from 
the Church
“I do not believe this 
picture of humanity was 
ever more clearly displayed 
than that day in Jerusalem 
in front of the governor’s 
place, when the people 
had an opportunity 
to make an exchange. 
Tragically, they swapped 
the Son of God for a 
hardened criminal. They 
traded the only begotten of 
the Father for a pretender, 
the Son of the Father for 
the son of the father.” 4 

–R. C. Sproul

 Further 
Commentary
“The full text [of the sign] 
might have read, ‘This is 
Jesus of Nazareth, the king 
of the Jews.’ The important 
thing is that Jesus was 
killed for claiming to be the 
Messiah, which is exactly 
what he was. He was 
rejected as king by both the 
Jews and Romans, but he 
lives today as the only true 
ruler of all people, whether 
Jew or Gentile, bond or 
free, male or female. Jesus 
is indeed the King of kings 
and Lord of all.” 5 

–James Montgomery Boice
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“The Emperor’s New Clothes” is a short story by Hans Christian 
Andersen that tells the tale of two weavers who promise the king a 
beautiful suit with magical powers. It would be invisible to anyone unfit 
for their social position or hopelessly foolish. When the weavers present 
the “suit” to the king, he and his subjects are far too vain and afraid to 
admit that they see nothing until finally a child cries out that the king 
is undressed.  

As Jesus is tortured and prepared for the cross, He is patronized and 
mocked as the “Messiah.” He is clothed with royal robes and a crown, but 
the display is a mockery of justice. Those unfit for their positions see the 
royal robes but are unable to see the King, blinded by vanity and fear. As 
the robes are removed and Jesus is unclothed on the cross, it is then that 
His glory is most revealed. The King’s exaltation does not consist of robes 
but of clothing Himself in humanity and suffering death that we might 
see life. 

How would you explain the crucifixion of Jesus as “the King 
of the Jews” as a demonstration of His glory in the world?

The narrative of the events leading up to and including the 
crucifixion certainly does not do justice to the full horror on display. 
Black print on a Bible’s pages can never fully express the scarlet blood 
flowing from a wounded back and pierced brow. A few paragraphs read 
in a matter of seconds cannot adequately convey the dread and shock 
of hours of torture that Jesus experienced. Sitting in my recliner while 
sipping coffee in contemplative silence, I find myself at a profound 
distance from the cries of agony and the smells of the blood and sweat 
of slaughter. 

This passage of Scripture screams humiliation. Torture, mockery, 
abuse, insults, and taunts. Jesus was a spectacle to be laughed at and 
disregarded by the soldiers and the spectators.

Who could endure such torture, especially when the endurance is a 
matter of choice and not merely a necessity? At any point Jesus could have 
resisted; at any point He could have fought back. His resistance is never 
futile, and yet, He endured.

This passage of Scripture also screams humility. Patience, love, 
grace, and mercy. Jesus on the cross was a spectacular drama showing 
just how far the Son of God was willing to go in perfect obedience 
to His Father, and we are encouraged to share in that same humility 
(e.g., Phil. 2:5-11). 

 Voices from 
Church History
“The Cross to me is certain 
salvation. The Cross is 
that which I ever adore. 
The Cross of the Lord 
is with me. The Cross is 
my refuge.” 6 

–Thomas Aquinas  
(1225-1274)

 Voices from 
Church History
“See from His head, His 
hands, His feet, Sorrow 
and love flow mingled 
down! Did e’er such love 
and sorrow meet, Or 
thorns compose so rich 
a crown?” 7 

–Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
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The irony in this passage is thicker even than the blood. The King 
of kings is mocked by being called a king. He is told to come down and 
thus display His glory when doing so would have undone all that He was 
accomplishing for His glory. By saving Himself, He would sacrifice others. 
So He stayed on the cross and endured the pain and the shame and the 
wrath, and we are the beneficiaries. 

The crucified King—a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness 
to Gentiles, and yet, the very hope of the world (see 1 Cor. 1:23-25). 

Why are human beings so prone to miss Jesus’ glory on 
the cross?

How can knowing the Old Testament storyline and details 
help shed light on the glory of the crucified King?

3.  Jesus the Forsaken Son (Matt. 27:45-51) 
45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until 

the ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” 47 And some of the bystanders, hearing it, 
said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48 And one of them at once ran and took 
a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him 
to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come 
to save him.” 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up 
his spirit.

51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split.

Before God spoke light into existence, there was darkness. Before the 
Israelites’ redemption from Egypt, the plague of darkness covered the 
nation. Now, here at the crucifixion, darkness swallowed the whole land 
for three hours as a marker of this moment’s cosmic significance. 

Initial shrieks of terror at the darkness eventually subsided as wonder, 
fear, and awe overcame the crowd. As light was extinguished, so too was 
sound. The silence hung heavily like a morning fog until a single cry 
pierced the stillness: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
(Matt. 27:46).

Some phrases are so embedded in our collective consciousness that they 
convey much more than the phrase itself: “We hold these truths to be self-
evident.” “Four score and seven years ago.” “I have a dream.” “Houston, we 
have a problem.” The same is true of these words uttered from the cross.

 Further 
Commentary
“Matthew suggests that the 
bystanders misinterpreted 
Jesus’ cry as a call for Elijah 
(Matt. 27:47)…Because 
Elijah was widely expected 
to return as the forerunner 
of the Messiah, a cry from 
Jesus to Elijah might well 
have been understood as a 
call to God for deliverance. 
One of the bystanders 
immediately ran and 
filled a sponge with wine 
vinegar, which he offered to 
Jesus to drink (27:48). The 
reference to wine vinegar 
again calls Psalm 69:21 
to mind. Perhaps the 
bystander thought a drink 
might prolong Jesus’ life 
long enough for Elijah 
to come. The rest of the 
crowd thought that drink 
was enough and said, 
Now leave him alone. 
Let’s see if Elijah comes 
to save him (Matt. 27:49). 
Apparently within a few 
moments, Jesus cried out 
again in a loud voice and 
gave up his spirit (27:50). 
Matthew’s description 
of Jesus’ death is simple 
and straightforward. He 
provides no agonizing 
details. The loud cry 
indicates that Jesus 
possessed sufficient 
strength to have survived 
for several more hours. 
As Matthew describes it, 
Jesus chose the moment 
of His death rather than 
finally dying when He could 
no longer survive. The 
moment Jesus had foretold 
in 16:21 had finally arrived.” 8 

–Roger L. Hahn
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Jesus’ cry should have resonated in the minds of the onlookers, but 
they missed His reference. These are the opening words of Psalm 22, a 
psalm dripping with messianic meaning (see especially vv. 1-2,6-8,12-18). 
Jesus was not calling upon Elijah, as the crowd supposed. He was 
identifying Himself as the One to whom the psalm pointed and 
demonstrating the horror of feeling forsaken by His Father. 

Then, with another cry, Jesus yielded up His spirit in death. In that 
moment, heaven and earth could take no more. A creation subjected to 
futility began to quake, and earth and rock split. With it, the veil in the 
temple that separated heaven and earth was split from top to bottom, 
signifying that this act was accomplished from above. 

In the torn curtain, a message is proclaimed. A Son was rejected so 
that the Father would have many more sons and daughters. The Father 
forsook His only Son that He might extend forgiveness to a great many 
children. A Son’s sacrifice was accepted in the holy of holies that all who 
trust in Him might be accepted before the very throne of God. 

See now that the psalm that begins with the cry of abandonment 
shifts to praise to the God who listens: 

 I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the 
congregation I will praise you: You who fear the Lord, praise him! All 
you offspring of Jacob, glorify him, and stand in awe of him, all you 
offspring of Israel! For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction 
of the afflicted, and he has not hidden his face from him, but has 
heard, when he cried to him. From you comes my praise in the great 
congregation; my vows I will perform before those who fear him. The 
afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the 
Lord! May your hearts live forever! (Ps. 22:22-26)

What do the events of Golgotha demonstrate about the love of the 
Father and the love of the Son?

If a non-Christian asked you the question “Why did Jesus die?” how 
would you respond?

 Voices from 
Church History
“In that blood, dwelt 
the soul of the holy Son 
of God.” 9 

–Andrew Murray (1828-1917)

 Voices from 
the Church
“Through the passion 
of his Christ, the Father 
turns evil back on itself, 
thereby overcoming and 
defeating it decisively and 
climatically. It is perhaps 
that the best theodicy 
is discovered right here 
in the ‘cross work’ of 
the Savior.” 10 

–Paige Patterson
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Conclusion
Beyond the sacrificial nature of Jesus’ death, we see in His crucifixion 

that sin is serious, and deadly so. Sin is an affront to the holy and just God 
of the universe, the God that each person will stand before one day to give 
an account of their lives. On that day, we will be forsaken or accepted, 
condemned in our sin or welcomed in as a child of God. 

The good news of the gospel is that Jesus is the King who willingly 
took upon Himself the punishment for sin. Unjustly condemned to 
death, Jesus willingly took up His cross and suffered the judgment our 
sins deserve. In other words, Jesus was forsaken so that we would be 
accepted. He was condemned so that we would be welcomed as children 
of God. 

So don’t fear talking about sin and calling people to faith. Our Father 
does not abandon us on our mission to proclaim this good news of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Indeed, through His Holy Spirit, He strengthens 
our faith and fuels our worship and witness. Let us all “preach Christ 
crucified” to the world, knowing His sacrifice has saved us and will save 
many more (1 Cor. 1:23).

CHRIST CONNECTION: Unjustly condemned to death, Jesus 
willingly took up His cross and suffered the judgment our sins 
deserve. At the moment He died, the curtain in the temple 
sanctuary was torn in two, signifying the truth that sinners 
have access to God through the blood of Christ. The crucifixion 
of Jesus is the center of history, revealing God’s holiness and 
justice, our sinfulness and unrighteousness, and Christ’s humility 
and love.

 Voices from 
the Church
“Our Lord is both our 
model, obedient and 
uncomplaining as he 
serves the Father no 
matter what the cost, and 
our Savior, who offers 
himself for the sins of 
the world.” 11 

–Craig S. Keener



66 Leader Guide   

Get expert insights on weekly studies through Ministry 
Grid at MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject. 
Grow with other group leaders at the Group Ministry 
blog at LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry.

Study Material

 - “CHRIST: Jesus Dies on the Cross”—Chapter 14 from Living God’s Word 
by J. Scott Duvall and J. Daniel Hays

 - “Following a Crucified Messiah”—Blog post by Whitney Woollard; 
find a link to this blog post at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources 

 - Previous Biblical Illustrator articles, including “The Practice of Roman 
Crucifixion,” can be purchased, along with other articles for this quarter, 
at LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator. Look for Bundles: The Gospel Project.
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The Savior Is Crucified

Tip of the Week
Learn in Order to Teach 

“ ‘Heart-deep teaching’ must begin with ‘heart-deep learning’ on the part 
of the teacher. Teachers must prayerfully ask the Holy Spirit to illuminate 
their minds, emotions, wills, and behaviors in light of the objective 
teachings of God’s Word. They must engage all of their God-given 
faculties to discover what God is saying in the text within its grammatical 
and historical context and begin to apply those principles to their own 
lives. Teachers must begin by discovering and practicing the truth from 
the text before trying to apply and communicate it to their students.” 12 To 
this end, we encourage teachers to overflow. Don’t prepare simply for the 
content you’re going to deliver. Let the truths of God’s Word soak in as you 
study. A great leader is not a dispenser of information but an overflowing 
river of gospel passion. Let God work on your heart first, and then pray 
that He will change the hearts of the people He has entrusted to your care.

Sermon Podcast

Robby Gallaty: “Which Jesus Are You Following?—Matthew 27:11-31” 

Find a link to this at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

Additional Resources
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