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SESSION 3

Toward Mercy 
and Impartiality

Summary and Goal 

God has called us to a life of holiness—to be a people set apart for the glory of God. However, we were 
not saved to separate ourselves and settle around those with whom we are most comfortable. We are to 
be set apart through our Christlike character, our mission-minded actions, and our biblical beliefs—all 
of which should drive us toward those who need Christ, regardless of their skin color, economic status, 
or political beliefs. Our individual lives are meant to be satellites of God’s glory to all people, reflecting 
the hope of the gospel and the message of mercy we ourselves have experienced.

Main Passage
James 2:1-13

Session Outline
1.  Ascribe the greater glory to Jesus Christ (Jas. 2:1-4).
2.  Acknowledge the upside-down nature of God’s kingdom (Jas. 2:5-7). 
3.  Act in a manner consistent with our future (Jas. 2:8-13). 

Theological Theme
Christians speak and act as those who will be judged by the law of freedom.

Christ Connection
When the early church was showing favoritism, James reminded believers of their identity in light of 
God’s mercy and judgment. The way we show our faith in Jesus Christ is by keeping the royal law 
and heralding His mercy over judgment, a mercy seen most clearly in the death of Jesus in our place. 
Because God has shown mercy to us through Jesus Christ, we are to show mercy to others.

Missional Application
God calls us to show mercy, not partiality, by remembering that we are people who will be judged 
by God.
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Introduction
Address our tendency to think of certain groups as “our people” and how we 
must be willing to cross social, political, cultural, and national lines to bring 
the gospel to all people (leader p. 34; personal study guide [PSG] p. 28). 

What are some truths or experiences that should help open 
our eyes to God’s global love for the nations? 

Summarize this session on how holiness drives us toward those who 
need Christ regardless of skin color, economic status, or political beliefs 
(leader p. 34; PSG p. 29). 

1.  Ascribe the greater glory to Jesus Christ 
(Jas. 2:1-4). 

Talk about our role as ambassadors of Christ. While there is great diversity 
within the global kingdom of God, there should also be consistency in 
character among God’s family (leader p. 35; PSG p. 29). 

In what ways have you “tasted” Christ in your interactions 
with others?

Set the context of holiness from chapter 1, and then read James 2:1-4. Using 
James’ parable, explain how faith in Jesus is inconsistent with the sin of 
favoritism (leader pp. 35-36; PSG pp. 29-30). 

What forms of favoritism do you see in the world?

How does showing favoritism in our interactions with 
people detract from the glory due to Jesus? 

Introduction Option
Prior to the group meeting, 
on a board or large sheet 
of paper, put the heading 
“Barriers: Social, Political, 
Cultural, and National” 
As group members arrive, 
ask them to write down on 
the board/sheet different 
kinds of barriers that divide 
people in the world. Refer 
to the responses as you 
introduce this session 
about showing mercy and 
impartiality to all people.

 For Further 
Discussion
How is God showing favor 
to sinners different from 
the way we might show 
favoritism to certain types 
of people?

Pack Item 6: 
Do Not Show 
Favoritism Handout
Pass out copies of this 
handout to group members. 
Ask groups of 3-4 to discuss 
the quote from John Stott 
and the questions. After a 
couple of minutes, call for 
some responses for the 
benefit of the whole group.

Toward Mercy 
and Impartiality

Session Plan

Session 3
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2.  Acknowledge the upside-down nature of 
God’s kingdom (Jas. 2:5-7). 

Read James 2:5-7. Unpack why favoritism undermines the gospel: God has a 
heart to bestow grace on the needy, and showing favoritism often aligns 
oneself with blasphemous oppressors. Emphasize that the gospel is supposed 
to transform our thinking. God’s calling is upside-down from what this 
world values, esteems, and hails (leader pp. 37-38; PSG pp. 31-32). 

What are some ways we might be tempted to act and think 
according to the world’s values instead of the gospel’s?

How can we reflect the upside-down nature of God’s 
kingdom in the world today? 

3.  Act in a manner consistent with our future 
(Jas. 2:8-13). 

Say that just as God is merciful, so should we be in the way we look at others. 
Then ask a volunteer to read James 2:8-13. Make it clear why favoritism is sin, 
against the heart of God, and hypocritical for the Christian. Emphasize this 
thought: If we consistently live without mercy for those in desperate need of 
it, we need to take a big step back and evaluate our hearts (leader pp. 39-40; 
PSG p. 33). 

Why can it be so difficult to treat others with mercy? 

Point out that we are to show mercy because we have already received mercy 
and will receive mercy. Mercy triumphs over our judgment, so we should 
refrain from being judgmental toward others and show them mercy, regardless 
of their tribe, tongue, or nation of origin (leader pp. 40-41; PSG pp. 34-35). 

How have potential future results and consequences 
impacted some of your decisions and actions in 
the present?

What attitudes should accompany our present decisions 
and actions in light of our future expectation of mercy as 
Christians found in Jesus Christ? 

Conclusion 
Encourage your group members to herald the holiness of our God through 
their actions and attitudes being laced with mercy and grace to the lost and 
dying world around us (leader p. 41; PSG p. 35). Apply the truths of this session 
with “His Mission, Your Mission” (PSG p. 36). 

Point 2 Option
Before your group meets, 
enlist a volunteer to read 
over the blog post “The 
Difference Between a 
Theologian of the Cross 
and a Theologian of Glory”: 

https://blogs.
thegospelcoalition.org/
justintaylor/2012/08/16/
the-difference-between-
a-theologian-of-the-cross-
and-a-theologian-of-glory/

Ask the volunteer to 
summarize briefly the 
article for your group. Then 
present the following 
questions for discussion:

•  How does Martin Luther’s 
notion of a “theologian 
of the cross” speak 
against favoritism?

•  How does being a 
theologian of the cross 
(rather than a “theologian 
of glory”) apply to the 
way a local church 
presents itself to the 
outside world?

•  What are some specific 
ways we can live like 
theologians of the cross in 
the way we treat others?

Christ Connection: When 
the early church was 
showing favoritism, James 
reminded believers of their 
identity in light of God’s 
mercy and judgment. The 
way we show our faith in 
Jesus Christ is by keeping 
the royal law and heralding 
His mercy over judgment, 
a mercy seen most clearly 
in the death of Jesus in our 
place. Because God has 
shown mercy to us through 
Jesus Christ, we are to show 
mercy to others.

....................................................

Missional Application: God 
calls us to show mercy, not 
partiality, by remembering 
that we are people who will 
be judged by God.
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Introduction 
Years ago, I spent a summer in China. Another summer I spent a 

week in Haiti. I loved getting to experience new cultures and take the 
gospel to the nations. But each time after returning home, there was 
something comforting about being with “my people” again. There’s a 
perception of safety and inclusion. Belonging and acceptance. But the 
longing for that bubble of similarity is the opposite of God’s heart for His 
world of variety. Unfortunately, I so easily forget God’s global love for 
all people. 

This globe in its current state—whether we live in Kentucky or 
Kuwait—is not really our home. As Christians, we have been rescued 
and given a new identity, which includes a new, heavenly citizenship. So 
we must shake off the tendency to sit within the safety of what we know 
and whom we think we can trust. Our political stances and our cultural 
identities mean little in light of eternity. 

We exist to ascribe glory to Christ through bringing the gospel to all 
nations, and we must be willing to cross social, political, cultural, and 
national lines to carry the freedom of Christ to every soul in bondage to 
sin and death. 

What are some truths or experiences that should help open 
our eyes to God’s global love for the nations? 

Session Summary 
In this session we look at a letter from the apostle James, Jesus’ 

brother. We will be reminded that God has called us to a life of holiness—
to be a people set apart for the glory of God. However, we were not saved 
to separate ourselves and settle around those with whom we are most 
comfortable. We are to be set apart through our Christlike character, our 
mission-minded actions, and our biblical beliefs—all of which should 
drive us toward those who need Christ, regardless of their skin color, 
economic status, or political beliefs. We will see that our individual lives 
are meant to be satellites of God’s glory to all people, reflecting the hope of 
the gospel and the message of mercy we ourselves have experienced.

 Voices from 
the Church
“I’ve heard people say, 
‘I want more of a heart 
for missions.’ I always 
respond, ‘Jesus tells you 
exactly how to get it. Put 
your money in missions—
and in your church and 
the poor—and your heart 
will follow.’ ” 1 

–Randy C. Alcorn

Toward Mercy 
and Impartiality

Expanded Session Content

Session 3



35Session 3

1.  Ascribe the greater glory to Jesus Christ 
(Jas. 2:1-4). 
I love a good latte—an extra hot, whole milk, no foam, one sweetener, 

with whipped cream latte, to be exact. In the rural town I live in, there are 
only two places where I can order a latte. The first, a small restaurant, 
typically prepares a great tasting latte, but their hours are constantly 
changing. One day they are open until 9 p.m.; the next they close at 
4 p.m. Though I’ve lived here for four years now, I’ve not been able to get 
their schedule straight. 

My second option is a newly opened coffee shop. Their hours are 
steady, but the quality of their lattes depends on who is working that day. 
Sometimes the drink comes out lukewarm. Certain servers use two shots 
of espresso instead of one. Some correctly put vanilla syrup in the whipped 
cream, while others forget to sweeten it at all. Call me picky, but I like my 
latte to be served in a similar way every time I order it. 

This is why, whenever I make it into the city, I love to get a latte at 
Starbucks. Their product is consistent; I know what I can expect from 
them. Whether I am in Lexington, Kentucky, or Jacksonville, Florida, or 
Seattle, Washington, my lattes taste the same. Starbucks has mastered the 
art of coffee consistency. 

You and I are ambassadors of Christ—His representatives. And 
though there is great diversity within the global kingdom of God, there 
should be consistency within every family member of God. You, I, and the 
Christian halfway around the world ought to have the likeness of Christ 
in us, visible to a watching world. As the Spirit of God works within us 
to bring forth the fruit of our salvation, we bear the brand and “flavor” 
of our Savior. When we flesh out the work of the gospel—the internal 
transformation of our heart—our external attitudes and actions begin to 
bear the mark of a true Christian. The inward realities of our newfound 
righteousness become more and more apparent to those around us. And 
the more people see Jesus in us, the more He receives glory through 
our lives. 

In what ways have you “tasted” Christ in your interactions 
with others?

The first chapter of James ends with a call for Christians to keep 
ourselves unstained from the world (Jas. 1:27). We are to be holy, to be 
different. James carried that theme into chapter 2 by addressing one of the 
ways we often struggle with this—favoritism. 

 Voices from 
the Church
“When the gospel enables 
us to live in love, even 
though we may have 
nothing else in common 
save Christ, it is a 
testimony to its power to 
transform a group of sinful, 
self-centered people into 
a loving community united 
by a common relationship 
with Jesus Christ.” 2 

–Mark Dever  
and Paul Alexander
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1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and 
fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby 
clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who wears 
the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to 
the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have 
you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with 
evil thoughts?

We are commanded here to “hold” our faith in Jesus. James used the 
same Greek word later in this chapter in verse 17, where he wrote, “So also 
faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” Here the Greek is 
translated “have” instead of “hold” and has the connotation of bringing 
something about. Faith brings about works. If we have true saving faith in 
Jesus, then we will “have” works. It is natural for Christians to exhibit the 
fruit of the Spirit—the character of Christ—and have the signature “taste” 
of a true Christ-follower. 

So, we must hold on to our faith (our confession of Christ as our 
glorious Lord) so that this confession will be evident to those around us. 
Our beliefs must be consistent with our actions, but James had received 
reports of the church acting inconsistently with the faith they claimed to 
hold, so he offered a parable of sorts to drive his point home. 

James asked his readers to imagine that a wealthy man entered their 
gathering and was followed by a poor man. How would they react to each? 
Would they offer the wealthy man a seat of honor while telling the poor 
man to stand or sit on the floor? If so, they would have shown 
discrimination, believing the wealthy man was deserving of more honor 
than the poor man. Perhaps this act would have revealed evil thoughts of 
favoring the wealthy man in order to get something from him. The readers 
in James’ day probably had to take a big gulp when they read this, 
knowing they were guilty. The same could be said for us. We are just as 
susceptible to the sin of favoritism. 

But just as the proof of a perfectly crafted latte is in the product handed 
over the counter, the proof of our salvation is in the way we taste to the 
world around us. A Christian showing favoritism (which includes any sort 
of partiality shown regarding race, economic status, political view, or other 
defining characteristic of a person) ought to be an oxymoron. 

It should be inconceivable for a Christ-follower to treat someone 
differently depending on his appearance as it is inconsistent with the 
character of the God whom we serve and to whom we bear witness. 
Romans 2:11 tells us that God shows no partiality. As image-bearers of 
God, salt and light to the world around us, our treatment of people should 
never depend on how they look, what they do or don’t believe, or what 
they can or can’t do for us. 

 Further 
Commentary
“Can favoritism or partiality 
coexist with the glorious 
Christ of faith? Impossible. 
God does display 
preferential treatment, but 
toward the poor (2:5) with 
the intent to demonstrate 
the greatness of his grace. 
Special respect of persons 
based on their high social 
standing is antithetical 
to faith in God. Believers 
must never mix faith 
with partiality. If they do, 
it is just another case 
of double-mindedness. 
When favoritism 
dominates, the obedience 
of faith is compromised 
and undermined.” 3 

–Kurt A. Richardson

 Further 
Commentary
“The phrase ‘show 
favoritism’ is addressed 
four times in the NT 
(cp. Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9; 
Col. 3:25), each time 
indicating that God does 
not show favoritism. 
When we sin by showing 
‘favoritism’ we imply that 
God did not make all 
men and women equal. 
Thus anyone who shows 
favoritism is guilty of having 
‘evil thoughts’ (2:4).” 4 

–R. Gregg Watson
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What forms of favoritism do you see in the world?

How does showing favoritism in our interactions with 
people detract from the glory due to Jesus?

2.  Acknowledge the upside-down nature of 
God’s kingdom (Jas. 2:5-7). 
Only six months after graduating college, I left my medical career 

behind to go into full-time college ministry with Campus Crusade for 
Christ (now called Cru). Almost all Cru employees raise their own 
financial support to cover their salary, medical insurance, and ministry 
costs, so I began my first months on staff visiting churches, calling friends 
and family and following referral leads as I trusted God for the finances 
needed to make it to campus. 

Though there were many moments of victory and celebration as I saw 
God provide for my needs again and again, there were also times of great 
discouragement. I was often treated like a phone solicitor. Some people 
yelled at me over the phone never to call them again (though they previously 
told me to call). Others “politely” ignored my attempts to get in touch 
with them. 

In response to my support request letter and subsequent phone 
conversation, one family member wrote me a note telling me that I would 
be “better off to society in my chosen profession of medical technology.” 
She meant well. To this openly professed atheist, my decision to lay my 
education aside and pursue this religious calling was an absurd one. In her 
eyes, I had become a young adult who was foolishly casting aside the 
hard-earned education my parents paid for. From a secular worldview that 
valued accomplishments and accolades, this looked like an upside-down 
decision. It made absolutely no sense to her that I would leave behind my 
career course, acquired skills, and stable salary to enter a life of 
proselytizing people with my “myths.” 

As James continued addressing the sin of favoritism, he wanted to be 
sure that the church fully understood what they were doing when they 
sided with the rich over the poor, or demonstrated favoritism for any other 
reason. He wrote:

5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the 
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to 
those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich 
the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they 
not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called? 

 Further 
Commentary
“God is on the side of the 
poor, not because they 
are poor but because they 
are responsive to him and 
are near the Kingdom. If 
they are ‘rich in faith,’ they 
‘inherit the Kingdom’ (2:5b). 
God rejects the rich, not 
because of their riches 
but because they commit 
violent acts: they are 
‘exploiting you’…‘dragging 
you into court’…‘slandering 
the noble name of him to 
whom you belong’ (2:6b-7). 
The ‘name’ to which James 
is referring is the name 
of Jesus Christ. The rich 
assume that their wealth 
entitles them to do what 
they like and that they are 
not subject to the same 
rules as others.” 5 

–Solomon Andria

 Further 
Commentary
“This oppression, or 
exploitation, reflects a 
situation of radical social 
polarization in the first 
century, with merchants 
and landowners taking 
land and possessions from 
the poor (cf. 5:1-6). James 
challenges his Christian 
readers as to why they 
would honor the rich in the 
assembly when it is the 
‘rich’ unbelievers of the 
world who ‘blaspheme’ 
the ‘name’ of Christ…As 
frequently recorded in the 
OT (e.g., Amos 4:1; Hab. 1:4; 
Mal. 3:5), the wealthy often 
used the court system to 
steal from the poor. This 
situation was the primary 
reason for the revolts in 
Galilee that led to the war 
of a.d. 66-70.” 6 

–Grant R. Osborne
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Favoritism is not just evil because it is self-serving; it is far more sinister 
than that. Favoritism undermines the gospel itself. James reminded the 
church that God chose the poor of the world to be rich in faith 
(see Ps. 68:10; Matt. 5:3). It is through our neediness—financial, spiritual, 
and otherwise—that we turn to seek help from another. And in that 
helpless state, the gospel takes root in the heart and begins to bloom. But if 
we neglect the poor, we undermine this picture of grace. We turn away 
from the heart of God that bestows grace on the needy. 

But it goes even deeper than that. James pointed out that when his 
readers favored the wealthy and neglected the poor, they had taken sides 
and aligned themselves with the ones who oppressed others—including 
themselves! The rich were rich, in part, through their oppression of the 
poor. And the poor were poor, in part, because of the oppression of 
the wealthy. The people of God were attempting to curry favor with 
blasphemous oppressors instead of identifying with the poor, showing that 
the church’s thinking had not been transformed as it should be by the 
gospel. The church was acting like the world. But the gospel intends to 
change our perspective completely; God turns everything upside down. 

I wish I could say that I’ve continued to make all my choices with the 
same clarity, zeal, and determination as I did as a twenty-two-year-old ready 
to take on a lifestyle of everyday ministry. As I get older, decisions become 
more complicated, especially as I factor in my little ones and the desire to 
protect them from unnecessary harm. The implications of my actions affect 
more people than they did before. Instead of keeping my eyes fixed solely 
on biblical goals and guidelines, I often listen to the values and voices of the 
world to shape what is best for me and my family. Which path is safest? 
Which comes with the least resistance? What choices will bring the most 
comfort? The most success? 

Yet God’s calling is upside-down from what this world values, esteems, 
and hails. As we follow God with an eternal perspective, our goals, desires, 
and choices will (and should) look radically different from those who don’t 
know Christ. The world will always demand our allegiance to the whims 
and trends of the time. Sometimes our Christian values and convictions 
will line up with those of the world. Oftentimes they will not. We must 
continually remember that this present world is not our home. We do 
not exist to be served but to serve. Our life is not our own but is to be a 
sacrifice, an offering to our God. 

What are some ways we might be tempted to act and think 
according to the world’s values instead of the gospel’s?

How can we reflect the upside-down nature of God’s 
kingdom in the world today? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“I place no value on 
anything I have or may 
possess, except in relation 
to the kingdom of Christ. If 
anything will advance the 
interests of the kingdom, it 
shall be given away or kept, 
only as by giving or keeping 
of it I shall most promote 
the glory of Him to whom 
I owe all my hopes in time 
and eternity.” 7 

–David Livingstone  
(1813-1873)

 Voices from 
Church History
“Greatness in the kingdom 
of God is measured in 
terms of obedience.” 8 

–John Stott (1921-2011)



39Session 3

3.  Act in a manner consistent with our future 
(Jas. 2:8-13). 
Being judgmental comes easy for me. I tend to be a rule follower 

reluctant to show grace to myself and others. Without the perspective of my 
new identity in Christ, I tend to see people as good or bad. Right or wrong. 
Excellent or insufficient. With this propensity for judging comes an endless 
fount of opinions. From the best way to fold a towel and the optimal way to 
load a dishwasher to how moms should spend their time and fathers should 
lead their families, I have very strong sentiments. But as James continued, 
he emphasized that just as God is merciful, so should we be. 

8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you 
show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 
has become accountable for all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit 
adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but 
do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so 
act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment 
is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs 
over judgment.

James didn’t sugarcoat it—favoritism is sin. Partiality is against the 
heart of God and is hypocritical at its core for the Christian. We were 
rescued at our worst. We had nothing to offer Christ, yet He bore the 
wrath of God so that we could be included in the family of God, as we 
read in 1 Peter 2:9-10: 

 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you 
were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

We were homeless, fatherless orphans without hope. Yet God rescued 
us from our poverty and granted us the riches of His eternal kingdom and 
the position of His beloved children. All we have is from God alone. 

If we consistently live without mercy for those in desperate need of it, we 
need to take a big step back and evaluate our hearts. Has your heart undergone 
the radical change you say it has? Never-ending mercy, unfailing love, and 
deep compassion are characteristics of our God. As sons and daughters of 
God—heirs of a new covenant, a righteous identity, and an eternal future—
our experience of grace-filled belonging and merciful rescue should shape our 
moments and reflect the glory of God to everyone around us. 

 Further 
Commentary
“James alluded to 
the words of Jesus in 
Matthew 5:7 to warn that 
those who show no mercy 
will receive none in the 
final judgment. Stated 
positively, this means 
‘mercy triumphs’ over 
‘judgment.’ This does not 
mean we receive mercy 
from God only when we 
show mercy to others. If 
that were true, it would 
make salvation a matter 
of God’s payment for our 
good deeds. For those who 
have given themselves 
in faith to Christ, God’s 
mercy triumphs over our 
guilt and judgment. If 
we have received God’s 
grace, we will stand in the 
coming judgment. Mercy 
can rejoice in its victory 
over condemnation.” 9 

–Thomas D. Lea

 Further 
Commentary
“Some will protest that the 
label ‘lawbreaker’ is too 
extreme. So James makes 
a logical point that you 
only have to break one law 
to qualify as a lawbreaker 
(2:10). He uses two acts 
that everyone considers 
bad to illustrate his point. In 
the Ten Commandments, 
God prohibited both 
adultery and murder 
(2:11; Ex. 20:13-14). No one 
accused of murder can get 
away with the excuse, ‘But 
I didn’t commit adultery!’ 
They may have kept part 
of the law, but they are still 
lawbreakers. The same 
is true when we break 
God’s command not to 
show favouritism.” 10 

–Arthur James
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How can we who have received such great mercy withhold mercy 
from others? To do so is unfathomable. This was Jesus’ point in the parable 
of the unforgiving servant in Matthew 18—those who have received 
mercy from God must be merciful. It’s who we are now through Christ. 
It’s in our new spiritual DNA. The righteousness of Christ received at 
salvation makes us merciful people. 

Why can it be so difficult to treat others with mercy? 

We are to show mercy not only for what we have already experienced 
in Christ and who we have become but also because of what we will 
experience. We are to show mercy because we will receive mercy. Here is a 
sobering thought: All of our words and actions will be judged one day 
(Matt. 12:36-37; Rom. 2:6-11; 2 Cor. 5:10). We will stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ to account for all of it—every last word and deed, 
no matter how big or how small. And James was careful to point out that 
we are all lawbreakers and have been convicted as sinners, as evidenced by 
our favoritism (2:9-11). 

But we know what will happen on that day! Because of Christ, 
all of our sin will be tossed aside, and we will stand before God pure 
and righteous in Jesus. We will experience mercy from God. It is this 
great hope that should compel us to extend mercy to others freely and 
abundantly. Mercy triumphs over our judgment, so we are to turn away 
from being judgmental toward others and give them mercy. 

Partiality should be eradicated from the life of a Christian. Yet 
favoritism, racism, sexism, socio-economic and cultural elitism, and a host 
of other –isms continue to plague the church. This ought not be.

Our merciful treatment of people, especially those who are different 
from us, ought to be one of the greatest and truest markers of an authentic 
Christian. We are to be known for our mercy, compassion, and care for 
the wounded, afflicted, outcast, and marginalized. 

Yet the wounded are often the souls we don’t want to get near. The 
afflicted are often the ones who walk into church with a skirt that is too 
short and a neckline that is too low. The outcasts are often the ones who 
do not know our social skills or our norms of etiquette. The marginalized 
are often the ones who look and act different from others. Ministering to 
these may even be a bit unsafe and risky. Yet we should see that we have 
more in common with these people than we realize. We are all in need of a 
Savior. We are all in need of rescue. We are all in need of mercy and grace. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“If God should have no 
more mercy on us than 
we have charity to one 
another, what would 
become of us?” 11 

–Thomas Fuller (1608-1661)

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
17. God Is Just

God establishes standards 
for His moral creatures 
that are in accordance 
with His righteousness, 
and His moral creatures 
will be judged according to 
those righteous standards 
(Lev. 11:44-45; Rom. 2:5-11; 
2 Cor. 5:10). It would be an 
injustice if God were not to 
uphold His righteousness, 
for such a failure would 
require God to violate His 
own righteous character. 
Since humanity has sinned 
by failing to live up to God’s 
righteous standards, God 
has taken it upon Himself 
to make provision by being 
both just and the justifier of 
those who place their faith 
in Christ (Rom. 3:25-26).
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God’s kingdom will be filled with people from every tribe, tongue, 
and nation. Heaven will not be brimming with a bunch of people who 
look, speak, and act just like you. The sounds of our eternal home will be 
permeated with beautiful, joyous voices of diversity. What better place to 
get ready for that glorious day than in our churches now? 

How have potential future results and consequences 
impacted some of your decisions and actions in 
the present?

What attitudes should accompany our present decisions 
and actions in light of our future expectation of mercy as 
Christians found in Jesus Christ? 

Conclusion 
Though all who have placed their faith in Christ for salvation will 

enter into eternity with God, not all will carry many crowns to the 
coronation of the reign of Christ. Our existence, both now and for 
eternity, is to display the splendor and majesty of our King. But so many 
Christians are missing out on the opportunity to spread His fame to 
every soul around us, regardless of what they look like or act like. Let’s 
ready ourselves to spread the hope of Christ to all who cross our paths. 
Let’s let go of our sinful ways and instead embrace the impartiality 
of God. May we herald the holiness of our God through actions and 
attitudes laced with mercy and grace to the lost and dying world 
around us. 

CHRIST CONNECTION: When the early church was showing 
favoritism, James reminded believers of their identity in light of 
God’s mercy and judgment. The way we show our faith in Jesus 
Christ is by keeping the royal law and heralding His mercy over 
judgment, a mercy seen most clearly in the death of Jesus in our 
place. Because God has shown mercy to us through Jesus Christ, 
we are to show mercy to others.

 Voices from 
Church History
“Every time you draw 
your breath, you [breathe] 
in mercy.” 12 

–Thomas Watson  
(circa 1620-1686)

 Voices from 
the Church
“Racism isn’t a bad habit; 
it’s not a mistake; it’s a 
sin. The answer is not 
sociology; it’s theology.” 13 

–Tony Evans 
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Get expert insights on weekly studies through Ministry 
Grid at MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject. 
Grow with other group leaders at the Group Ministry 
blog at LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry.

Study Material

 - “How Should the Church Engage?”—Chapter 4 by Eric Mason in 
The Gospel & Racial Reconciliation

 - “What does the Bible say about favoritism?”—Article by GotQuestions.org; 
find a link to this article at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources 

 - Previous Biblical Illustrator articles, including “The Royal Law in 
James,” can be purchased, along with other articles for this quarter, at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator. Look for Bundles: The Gospel Project.
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Toward Mercy 
and Impartiality

Tip of the Week
Tips for Facilitating Group Discussion 

1.  Silence Is Your Friend. Silence often seems awkward and uncomfortable in 
the midst of a group meeting, especially in response to a question asked 
to the group. As a leader, you may feel the desire to jump in and quickly 
rephrase a question or even answer it yourself, but resist the urge. Silence 
can and probably means your group members are thinking about their 
response. Give them time, between thirty to sixty seconds. If no one 
responds at this point, then you can rephrase. But don’t belabor the point 
or try to engineer an obvious response. If a question bombs, just move on.

2.  Three Important Words a Group Leader Should Know. As a group leader, 
you will likely be perceived as the expert in the room. This can put you 
under a lot of pressure to know answers to sticky questions or details 
about doctrines. Instead of “winging” an expert opinion, shutting down 
conversation, or potentially causing damage to the truth, feel free to 
share these three important words: “I don’t know.” And if needed, these 
can be followed up by three more words: “I’ll find out.” 14

Sermon

Adrian Rogers: “The Strange Case of the Snooty Usher” 

Find a link to this at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

Additional Resources
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Unit 1: 
Alvin L. “Doc” Reid (sessions 1,6) serves as Senior Professor 
of Evangelism and Student Ministry and holds the Bailey 
Smith Chair of Evangelism at Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina. He also serves as 
Pastor to Young Professionals at Richland Creek Community 
Church. Alvin and his wife, Michelle, have two married 
children and one grandson. He is the author of many books, 
including Sharing Jesus Without Freaking Out.  

Katie Orr (sessions 2-5), creator of the FOCUSed15 Bible 
study method, is passionate about equipping busy women 
to experience God daily. She is a Bible teacher, speaker, and 
prolific writer for blogs, magazines, and Sunday School 
curriculum. A former Cru (Campus Crusade for Christ) staff 
member and mother to three young children, she and pastor-
husband Chris are part of the church revitalization movement.

Eric Mason (special session) is the founding pastor of Epiphany 
Fellowship in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He is married to 
Yvette and has three sons, Immanuel, Nehemiah, and Ephraim, 
and one living daughter, Amalyah. He is also the founder and 
president of Thriving, a resource organization committed to 
developing leaders for urban ministry. He earned a PhD from 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and has authored three 
books: Manhood Restored, Beat God to the Punch, and Unleashed. 

Unit 2: 
Jared C. Wilson is the director of content strategy and 
managing editor of For The Church at Midwestern Seminary, 
as well as the director of the Pastoral Training Center at 
Liberty Baptist Church in Kansas City, Missouri. He is 
the author of thirteen books, including Gospel Wakefulness, 
The Imperfect Disciple, and Supernatural Power for Everyday 
People. He is married to Becky, and they have two daughters. 
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