
Old Testament Survey 
The Book of Judges 

Introduc:on 

• The book of Judges covers the period of history from the death of Joshua to the rise of 
the monarchy (approximately 400 years).   

• According to Jewish tradi:on, Samuel is the author of Judges, Ruth and Samuel. 

• While the military campaigns of Joshua broke the back of the Canaanites, there 
remained land to be claimed and pockets of resistance to be evicted.   

• The tribes of Israel were loosely knit being divided geographically with no clear 
leadership or centralized government.   

• Judges were not elected or selected by the people but raised up by God and empowered 
by His Spirit for the purpose of delivering Israel from her enemies.   

• This period of Israel’s history has been called “the dark ages of the na:on.”        
             –     H. L. Willmington 

�  
             (From the Ryrie Study Bible) 



What factors contributed to this cycle of sin? 

1. The absence of a spiritual and moral compass – Although they were the people of God 
there was no voice calling the na:on to follow the Covenant made at Sinai.   

In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right 
in his own eyes.  Judges 17:6 (KJV)   

   This phrase is repeated three more :mes:  Judges 18:1; 19:1; 21:25 

2. The gradual acceptance of pagan prac:ces – The clear command was to “drive out” the 
Canaanites but Israel began the slippery slope of compromise 1:27-2:3.   

“It is easier to feed the beast than to fight the beast.” –Randy Richardson 

3. The personal par:cipa:on in idolatry – They soon adapted and adopted the gods of the 
Canaanites and were bowing to them instead of Yahweh 2:11-15.   

Do we honor other gods more than the One who created and redeemed us? 
   Ex. Sports, work, leisure, family 

When you violate the first command to have no other gods before Him, breaking 
the other commandments become much easier.   

The cycle of sin is not that of the constant turning of a washing machine but the spirally out of 
control airplane plumme:ng towards the ground. 

If it is true that history repeats itself, do you see history being repeated in where we are as a 
na:on?  What about as a church or our own individual life? 

What needs to happen in order for this cycle of sin or this pacern of rebellion to be broken?   


