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Session 4

Session

4
Toward an Enduring Identity

THEOLOGICAL THEME: The church is a sign and instrument of the kingdom 
of God, constituted and commissioned by Jesus Christ.

My family loves to travel. We’ve set out to visit as many states as possible, tour the state 
capitals, and enjoy the national parks along the way. I love the living history, geography, 
and hands-on geological lessons we experience on each trip to these parks. It’s one thing 
to hear about historic sites; it’s another to see and experience them. Each monument 
declares the honor and significance of the people, event, and/or treasure each location 
holds. The areas of preservation help us see the beauty of the land untouched by 
human development. 

What national parks have you been to, and what impressed you most 
at each one? 

Just as there is much effort and care taken to 
maintain our national parks, so must there be 
intentionality if we, as Christians, desire to live out 
the purpose for which we’ve been called. God has 
a great purpose for each of our lives. We’ve not 
only been saved from our sin, we’ve been saved to 
live out a mission. Standing firm on the 
foundation of righteousness Christ provided His 
bride and remembering our new identity and true 
home, we get to live out this mission—set apart for 
the work of the gospel and the glory of God. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“Oh how precious is time: and 
how it pains me to see it slide 
away, while I do so very little 
to any good purpose!” 1 

–David Brainerd (1718-1747)
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In this session, we will see that we are each a part of the body of Christ. Chosen by 
God, receivers of great mercy, we have been given a new identity that we are to work 
out in our lives. With Christ as our foundation and example, we’ve also been given a 
new purpose and calling to be set apart for the work and glory of God.

1.  Living Stones: The church is constituted by Christ 
(1 Pet. 2:1-8). 

It’s important to understand that if the sole purpose of salvation were to rescue you from 
eternal damnation, there would be no reason for you to continue to exist in this world. 
Our lives are about more than our individual deliverance. We remain on this earth to be 
stones of grateful testimony who declare the salvation of our glorious Lord to every one 
who will hear. 

1 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up 
into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen 
and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6 For it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

8 and
A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

There are several specific commands in this passage that help us better see the 
declarative purpose we’ve been given. Let’s take a deeper look together. 
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Destroy the lingering sin within you (v. 1). 
If you have ever had bed bugs, you know how much effort goes into getting rid of them. 
You search every nook and cranny for evidence of the bugs, wash every sheet and pillow, 
and dry them on the hottest settings. You scour the Internet to employ every home 
remedy you can as you wage war against those tiny invaders. 

It is with even greater vigor, determination, and urgency that we ought to fight our 
sinful flesh. Though we have been given right-standing with God through the sacrifice 
of Christ, we still have much work to do as we wait on the completion of God’s work in 
us. Hebrews 12:1 tells us that we all have sin that clings to us, and we are commanded 
continually and clearly in Scripture to get rid of it. We have a race to run, a battle to 
fight, a lifetime of learning to live out the internal realities Christ provided us. 

How can we better see the battle over sin as a moment-by-moment, 
urgent war rather than an occasional struggle? 

Desire spiritual growth through God’s Word (vv. 2-3). 
The desire of a baby is undeniable. When she is hungry, all she wants is her mother and 
the sustenance she can provide her. Just as infants need milk or formula often—the 
very thing they crave—we need spiritual nourishment. Peter exhorted the church to 
desire the Word in order to grow into Christian maturity. The expectation of a true 
Christ-follower is steady maturity—maturity that comes primarily through a healthy 
diet of the Bible. And a desire for the Bible stems from a deep need to be nearer to God 
because God’s Word is the primary way we learn more about Him. If we’ve truly tasted 
and experienced God’s goodness, we will naturally want more and more of Him. 

How might focusing on God’s goodness toward you help stir up your 
desires for His Word?
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Draw near to Christ (vv. 4-8). 
Notice what Peter proclaimed is true of every 
believer: We are living stones; chosen and honored 
by God. We are a spiritual house for the presence 
of God, built to be a holy priesthood. All of this is 
through the bedrock of Christ, the Living Stone, 
by whom our sinful, spiritually dead heart of 
stone was removed and a living heart of flesh was 
given to us in its place. And those of us who have 
put our trust in Christ alone will not be put to 
shame—He will do what He promises. We have 
a sure hope.

A deep gratefulness for this transformation drives 
us to destroy the lingering sin within us. Again we see our responsibility to work out 
the inward realities of the foundational position given to us through Christ, and so, we 
strive to offer spiritual sacrifices of worship with our every moment. We fight our sin 
because it keeps us from intimacy with Christ. We desire a deeper experience of God’s 
Word because it leads us to know better our Savior. We do all we can to draw nearer 
and nearer to Him—not because we have to but because it is the natural result of a 
rescued soul to glorify the Rescuer. 

What steps must we take in order to draw near to God?

2.  A Chosen People: The church is commissioned by 
Christ (1 Pet. 2:9-10). 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

 Voices from  
the Church
“Becoming a member of 
God’s family initiates a 
lifelong building program. 
Just as buildings under 
construction improve in 
appearance as they near 
completion, so, too, should 
the behavior and attitudes of 
believers improve as we get 
nearer our eternal reward.” 2 

–David Walls  
and Max Anders 
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Which of Peter’s descriptions of Christians is most challenging for you 
to fathom? Why? 

Which connects with you most deeply? Why? 

Peter describes the members of Jesus’ church in four ways: 

A Chosen Race

A Royal Priesthood

A Holy Nation

A People for 
His Possession

Before we move on to the purpose of our identity, we should notice each of Peter’s 
descriptions is plural. We can often focus on our personal relationship with Christ—and 
there is nothing wrong with that—but there is a vital corporate aspect to our salvation as 
well that we can’t miss. Both matter. We are saved as individuals, but we are not saved to 
live as individuals. A single musician can play an instrument and make beautiful music, 
but how much more beautiful and powerful is an orchestra playing together in harmony? 
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That we are chosen, adopted into royalty, and 
set apart by God are crucial truths for us to 
internalize, believe, and live out. But these truths 
were not meant merely to give us a healthy 
self-esteem. The end-goal of our rescue is for His 
name to be esteemed. God’s rescue plan, Christ’s 
provision on the cross, and the continual work of 
the Spirit within us ought to point to God’s glory. 
We are His possession for this reason—to 
proclaim His praises. Our moments, our days, our 
years, our lives are meant to point to the glory of 
God. Just as the Bible echoes the melody of the 
glory of our Savior, so should the actions and 
attitudes of our days sing His praises. 

How should reflecting on our identity 
in Christ motivate us to proclaim Him 
to those around us? 

3.  A Heavenly People: The church is called to do good 
works (1 Pet. 2:11-17). 

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the 
flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the 
emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and 
to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should 
put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using 
your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. 
Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
78. People of God 

Scripture describes the 
church as “the people of 
God” (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised 
of both Jew and Gentile, the 
church is created by God 
through the atoning death 
of Christ. The term “church” 
is used in two senses—of 
individual local churches 
composed of people who 
have covenanted together 
under the lordship of Christ 
and of the universal church 
composed of all believers 
in Christ in all times. As the 
people of God, the church 
seeks to live under God’s 
ruling care while we are 
protected and cared for 
by Him.
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Each of the four preceding descriptions of the church—a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, and a people for God’s possession—reminds us that we are 
fundamentally different from the world. We are, as Peter put it, sojourners and exiles 
in this world. This is our new identity in Christ, and it is from this identity that our 
changed behavior should flow. Who we are should always be the root of our behavior. 

The first way we are to live as exiles in the world is by abstaining from sinful desires. 
The idea here is that we should live in a way that is unexpected, refusing to give in to 
the sinful patterns of the culture around us. The visible nature of this countercultural 
lifestyle is critical. We are to live honorably so that when the world attempts to slander 
us as “evildoers,” our faithful lifestyle refutes every accusation. The world will have no 
option but to admit that their slanderous charges cannot be supported, and instead, 
our good works will draw them toward God. 

The second way we live differently is through our submission to authority. We are to 
place ourselves under the authority God has placed over us. In doing so, once again we 
will silence any foolish accusation made against us on account of our good citizenship. 

The third way we live as sojourners and exiles is through our honor for everyone, our love 
for our fellow believers, and our fear of God. Peter seems to present these in a crescendo 
of importance. We must honor everyone, but even more important than that, we love 
the church, and more important still, we fear God. But so there is no confusion of our 
submission to governmental authority and our submission to God, Peter steps back down 
and instructs us to honor leaders in government. Yet on occasions when God’s Word and 
our nation’s laws collide, for us, the gospel must win out (see Acts 4:13-22). 

In what ways can we live differently in the world without giving an 
appearance of superiority? 

Which of the three ways we are to live in the world as Christian exiles 
is most challenging for you? Why?
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In the “Hall of Faith” given to us in Hebrews 11, the author commends the lives of 
many as those who lived “by faith.” By faith, Enoch. By faith, Sarah. By faith, Abraham. 
On and on, the stories of these men and women are given for us to see and understand 
one important common denominator about them all. In Hebrews 11:13-16, we see that 
these faith-filled souls recognized that their true home was in heaven with God. Their 
real citizenship was in heaven with Christ. Their only allegiance was to King Jesus. And 
it was from this identity that they obeyed. They understood that the way we live in this 
life matters, though not for the status that we’ll receive on this earth. Our holiness sets 
us apart from this watching world, not so we can puff ourselves up but so that we can 
point others to our holy God. 

How should a faith-filled focus on eternity change the way we live 
our days?

Conclusion 

We have been saved with a great purpose. Yes, we personally benefit from the rescue 
we’ve received, but ultimately, our salvation is not about you and me. The glorious 
reality of our redemption is to be proclaimed for the sake of those who still yet need it, 
all for the glory of our Redeemer. Therefore, we must take seriously our calling to live an 
otherworldly life. With our feet firmly planted on the bedrock of Christ’s character and 
provision, we get to live out our calling as a child of God, with all the hope of an eternal 
future with our glorious King.

CHRIST CONNECTION: The early Christians faced persecution and 
experienced suffering for their faith in Christ. Peter reminded them of their 
identity as God’s people—formed by Christ and sent out on His mission. 
United to Christ, the One who suffered for us on the cross, Christians can 
expect God to use suffering to make us into the image of His Son.
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1.  What steps should your group/church take to resemble Christ, 
the cornerstone of the church, more closely?

2.  What are some ways your group can partner together to proclaim 
the praises of Jesus in the world?

3.  How will honoring everyone honor God and open doors for sharing 
the gospel of Jesus Christ?

HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to be an otherworldly 
people for the good of this world, to stand against the world 
for the sake of the world.
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