
Old Testament Survey 
Haggai 

Introduc7on 

• Haggai is the second shortest book in the Old Testament (two chapters; 38 verses).  Only 
the book of Obadiah is shorter.   

• Haggai is iden7fied as a prophet whose messages came directly from the Lord (1:1).  In 
fact, he affirms 25 7mes the divine origin of his messages (word of the Lord, says the 
Lord). 

• The book is a compila7on of four messages.  The sermons are simple and direct.  There 
is a heavy use of impera7ve verbs sugges7ng the necessity and urgency of ac7on.   

• The context of the book is set during the post-exilic period.  The historical background 
gives us insight and understanding to the messages preached. 

Judah goes into Babylonian exile during the days of Nebuchadnezzar 

Babylon is defeated by the Persians and Cyrus permits the Jews to return to their 
homeland.  50,000 Jews return led by Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the 
High Priest. 

An altar is erected, sacrifices resumed, and the founda7on of the second Temple 
is laid.  Opposi7on from the Samaritans and pressure from Persia cause the work 
to stop.  Apathy sets in and no work is done for 16 years.   

God raises up Haggai to challenge the people to resume the building project 
followed by Zechariah who will lead them to complete the Temple (520 BC).    

Outline of the Book (The four sermons of Haggai) 

• The Call to Rebuild 1:2-10   

The people were more concerned with rebuilding their own houses than the House of 
the Lord.  Their kingdom was more important than His Kingdom. 



But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you. Ma( 6:33 (KJV) 

      The people respond to the messages by returning to the work (1:12-15). 

• The Call to Rejoice 2:2-9    

The elders among them reminisced about the beauty of Solomon’s Temple and 
bemoaned the comparison.  Haggai declared that another Temple would be built that 
would surpass even that Temple. 

      Haggai spoke of the Millennial Temple where the Desire of the Na7ons (Messianic 
      reference to Jesus) would reside!   

• The Call to Repent 2:10-14   

While they con7nued to rebuild the Temple their hearts needed rebuilding as well.  
Haggai needed to remind them that God is concerned with both the work of my hands 
and the condi7on of my heart. 

  Ex. Muddy hands defile everything they touch; a sinful heart defiles every song  
  and sacrifice we offer.  

• The Call to Reassurance 2:20-23   

This message is directed to Zerubbabel to stay the course and trust the promises of God.  
He is reminded that God had chosen him to be the signet ring (sign of authority).   
      Zerubbabel’s name is in the genealogical record of Jesus (Mad 1:12-13). 

Summary 

The Book of Haggai is a book of encouragement in the fact of apathy and opposi7on.  It is a 
reminder to the people of God to trust the promises of God. 

 I am with you (1:13); Fear not (2:5); I will bless you (2:19); I have chosen you (2:23) 


