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Session 11

Session

11
The Risen King’s Commission

THEOLOGICAL THEME: The mission of the church is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ.

I remember it like it was yesterday. A young girl with a ponytail and bubbly personality 
looked at me and knew there was something missing in my life…and she had it. She 
was a Christian and I was not. As we sat together talking about life, she shared the best 
news, the only news, that I needed to hear that day. She shared the gospel with me. She 
was a young woman on a mission and found the courage and boldness of Jesus to share. 
That sovereignly orchestrated interaction would change the entire course of my life and 
introduce me to my Savior. 

Do you remember the first time you heard the gospel and believed? Perhaps your own 
story involves learning about Jesus in Sunday School or falling on hard times and 
hearing the Word preached or having faithful parents who passed on their faith to 
their children. There are a number of ways the Lord calls people to Himself, but it’s 
rare that it happens without the intervention of another human being. God uses people 
to advance His mission and kingdom. 

What are some other missions we receive in life? Who does the 
sending? What are the goals?

What makes the difference between going on a mission with joy and 
going on one with a sense of drudgery?
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We are to go to the nations with the authority of 
the risen King, for Jesus alone has the power to 
save. In Him also is the power for our mission 
as we go. We are to make disciples through the 
proclamation of the risen King. We are to teach 
the believers of our proclamation to obey all that 
Christ has commanded, knowing that Jesus will 
finish the good work He began and that He will 
never forsake us. 

1.  Go to the nations with the authority of the risen King 
(Matt. 28:16-18).

16 Now the eleven disciples went to 
Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had directed them. 17 And when they 
saw him they worshiped him, but some 
doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me.

The King had risen from the grave, death 
had been conquered, and now He was 
ready to give instructions to His disciples. 
The disciples had been informed that 
Jesus would be heading to Galilee (v. 7), 

so they went there to meet their Savior, the One they had been waiting for, the One not 
too long ago that they thought they had lost forever. And when they saw Him, they 
worshiped. But still we see that some doubted. 

What is unclear is whether some of the eleven disciples doubted or whether there was a 
broader crowd who followed the disciples to Galilee and it was some in this crowd who 
doubted. The answer to that question is beyond our certainty; nevertheless, there was 
doubt and hardness of heart present at that moment. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“Every Christian…is either a 
missionary or an impostor.” 1 

–Charles Spurgeon  
(1834-1892) 
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Why do you think some struggled with doubt even as they looked at the 
resurrected Jesus? 

What does the presence of doubt at this event say about our desires for 
tangible evidences to overcome our own doubts?

Jesus wasn’t shaken by their unbelief, nor was 
He discouraged. Jesus was resolute about the 
mission—He is the risen King!—and graciously 
includes us on that mission. But before He shared 
His commission with His disciples, He established 
the strength behind it—Himself. Jesus has 
received complete authority and power from God 
the Father. 

Jesus had informed His followers time and time 
again of His death and subsequent resurrection 
on the third day. Still, though they saw and 
experienced Jesus in the flesh for a period of 
around three years, they struggled to believe all that 
He had told them. But we live by faith and not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7). We must trust the 
unseen Lord as we step out in faith to proclaim the good news to all nations. We can 
trust because all the Scriptures point to this moment when our King would triumph 
over death and reign supreme. It’s with this authority that we go. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“This authority was given 
to one who had just been 
crucified, buried in a tomb, 
laid dead and afterwards had 
arisen. Authority was given to 
him in both heaven and earth 
so that he who once reigned 
in heaven might also reign 
on earth through the faith of 
his believers.” 2 

–Jerome (circa 345-420) 
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What fears do you have that would keep you from obeying the mission 
Jesus has given to us?

How does the reality of Jesus’ authority over all of heaven and earth 
overcome those fears?

2.  Make disciples by proclaiming the risen King 
(Matt. 28:19). 

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Jesus has complete authority over all the earth. 
And the reality of His power and authority didn’t 
end with His resurrection or ascension, nor at the 
writing of the biblical text. His kingdom and His 
authority are eternal. So when Jesus begins this 
commission with the statement of His authority 
and then says “Go therefore,” this means that the 
power that raised Jesus from the dead and seated 
Him by the throne of grace is the same power 
available to us to live out this call to go and make 
disciples of all nations. 

The disciples were instructed to go (Matt. 28:19). 
This was not a suggestion; Jesus wasn’t telling the 
disciples that maybe they should go or go if they 
could squeeze it in. No, Jesus used an imperative, a 
command, an order to be obeyed. Jesus, the risen 
King, commanded them to go. 

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
85. Mission of the Church  

The church is a sign and 
instrument of the kingdom of 
God, a people united by faith 
in the gospel announcement 
of the crucified and risen 
King Jesus. The mission of 
the church is to go into the 
world in the power of the 
Spirit and make disciples 
by proclaiming this gospel, 
calling people to respond 
in ongoing repentance and 
faith, and demonstrating 
the truth and power of the 
gospel by living under the 
lordship of Christ for the 
glory of God and the good of 
the world.
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But where do we go? Since Jesus has authority over all the earth, He therefore 
commands the disciples to go to all nations. Every tribe, tongue, and nation is under the 
authority of Jesus, even if they have yet to submit their lives to Him. After all, we have 
been told that one day every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord 
at the mention of His name (Phil. 2:10-11). So, we go. 

For the disciples, going would mean being scattered among the peoples and nations of 
the world, and for many of us, it means the same. There’s a call here for a multi-ethnic, 
cross-cultural focus of missionaries that may require leaving home and the known and 
heading into foreign lands of the unknown. But the Lord doesn’t tell us here exactly 
where to go. He didn’t demand that we all leave home; He simply said to go and make 
disciples of all nations. 

So, are we to go to a foreign land or to our neighbor across the street? He didn’t say. 
But we do know that the call to make disciples is a call to action. And there’s no mistake 
that Jesus would say “all nations.” All encompasses every place on this earth. Jesus wants 
no stone unturned, no land to be barren of His name. His desire is for the gospel to be 
proclaimed to the ends of the earth. 

What places have you gone to 
in order to share the gospel and 
make disciples?

What places are on your heart to go to 
with the good news of Jesus?

How can your group/church work together and support one another in this shared 
mission to go and make disciples of all nations?



106 Personal Study Guide 

It’s important to remember that salvation belongs 
to the Lord, and only He can save, but we play a 
wonderful part in this salvation by sharing the 
gospel. As the Bible says, “So faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” 
(Rom. 10:17). We, as disciples of Jesus, are to 
make more disciples of Jesus by proclaiming the 
good news of the risen King to others. 

Our confidence is not in ourselves, and our 
message is not about ourselves. But we can go 
with confidence because we are proclaiming the 
risen King. We go with and by His authority. 

What are some ways we can 
unintentionally make the message of the gospel about us instead of 
about Jesus?

Once we have proclaimed the good news to all people, and once they have placed their 
faith and trust in the finished work of Jesus on the cross, then Jesus commands us to 
baptize these new disciples in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Baptism is a part of the normal, everyday call of the Christian mission. In other words, 
just as evangelism or disciple-making is a part of the call to mission, so is baptism. 
Baptism does not save, but it is an important aspect of our Christian witness. Baptism 
publicly proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ to a watching world.

How might we unintentionally downplay the importance of baptism as 
a part of the Great Commission?

 Voices from 
Church History
“God hath work to do in 
this world; and to desert it 
because of its difficulties and 
entanglements, is to cast off 
his authority. It is not enough 
that we be just, that we be 
righteous, and walk with God 
in holiness; but we must also 
serve our generation, as David 
did before he fell asleep. God 
hath a work to do; and not to 
help him is to oppose Him.” 3 

–John Owen (1616-1683) 
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3.  Teach people to obey all Christ has commanded 
(Matt. 28:20).

20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”

Jesus commanded the disciples to go, to act—preaching the gospel to all nations and 
baptizing believers in the name of our trinitarian God. But we see in Matthew 28:20 
that this isn’t the end of the work. Once again, Jesus didn’t shy away from the use of the 
word “all.” Jesus told the disciples that they were to teach the believers of the gospel all 
the things Jesus had commanded them so they could, in turn, obey their Savior. On 
their own, this would be another daunting task, but we know that Jesus has given them 
this instruction in light of His own authority and power. And it is a daunting task for 
you and me as well, but God has given us His authoritative Word. 

The Great Commission isn’t solely about 
evangelism; it’s about discipleship as well. God 
promises to finish the good work He begins 
(Phil. 1:6), and He instructs us to participate in 
that work through learning about and obeying 
Him. Christians are further instructed to disciple 
the disciple, and as we see in Matthew 28, no one 
is exempt from teaching others. We are all called 
to go and disciple believers in Christ. 

At the conclusion of His instructions and 
commands, Jesus lovingly reminded the disciples 
(and us) that they will not be alone in their 
mission: “And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.” What began with a 
declaration of His power and authority ends with 
the declaration of His faithful presence even to the end of time and then forevermore. 

 Voices from  
the Church
“Evangelism and discipleship 
are two oars attached to the 
same boat. With only one oar 
in the water, you will row in a 
circle. Both oars are required 
to navigate in a straight line 
to reach your destination. 
We need evangelism and 
we need discipleship to carry 
out the Great Commission. 
The gospel is received 
through evangelism and 
then lived out through 
ongoing discipleship.” 4 

–Robby Gallaty 
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How have you experienced being discipled by another in your own life?

Conclusion

Like most people, we get busy with life and busy 
with schedules, and our busyness can lead us 
to forget our ultimate mission. We have a great 
treasure in the gospel. We have the best and only 
news this world needs. We also have been given 
the power to share it by the grace of God through 
His Holy Spirit, the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to 
be with us always. Let’s ask God for opportunities 
to go and make disciples of all nations, and let us 
pray for our faithfulness and boldness as we share 
about our risen King—Jesus Christ. 

CHRIST CONNECTION: Before Jesus ascended to the Father, He 
commissioned His disciples to go into the world and make disciples of 
all nations. Under the authority of Jesus, we make disciples by baptizing 
people in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and by teaching 
them everything Christ commanded us. As we go, we trust in the presence 
of Christ, who promises to be with us on mission.

 Voices from  
the Church
“Be encouraged, follower 
of Christ, for this mission is 
not based on who we are or 
what we can do. This mission 
is assured based on Christ’s 
presence through His Spirit…
Rather than being based on 
what we can do, this mission 
is based on who Jesus is and 
what He is able to do in and 
through our lives.” 5 

–David Platt 
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1.  How can your group/church take the gospel to the nations within your 
community? To the nations of the world?

2.  What opportunities can you create or do you already have to interact with 
people with the goal of making disciples by proclaiming the risen King? 

3.  What are practical ways you can teach others Jesus’ commands and 
encourage them to obey them?

HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to make disciples of all 
nations by declaring the truth of the gospel with our words and 
demonstrating the reality of His love with our actions.
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