
Small Group Study in Mark 
November 17, 2019 

A suggested format for your group time 

 15 min – Fellowship 
 15 min – Prayer (using the four quadrants of the SG prayer sheet) 
 45 min – Study (see below) 

Mark 8 

Chapter Summary:   

Just as Moses provided bread (manna) for the Hebrews as they traveled through the 
Wilderness (Exodus 16), so Jesus feeds a multitude of 4,000 men in a wilderness with 
only a few fish and few loaves.  Despite all that Jesus said and did, the Pharisees still 
demanded additional signs confirming His identity and His disciples demonstrated 
spiritual dullness concerning the truths of the Kingdom.  Peter makes a bold 
statement declaring plainly that Jesus is the Christ (Messiah).  If indeed Jesus is the 
Christ, then the only appropriate response is to forsake everything and follow Him. 

Key Idea:  When we fully believe that Jesus is the Christ, we will fully follow Him. 

Jumpstart Questions: 

• Why do we encourage our children not to talk to strangers?  Why do we like to 
buy a car or home from someone we know rather than just another salesman?  
How does knowing someone affect our level of trust with that person? 

• How is it possible to get to know someone on a deeper and more personal 
level?  Can those same principles be applied to developing a deeper 
relationship with the Lord?  How so?  What are the differences between a 
person who has a deep trust in the Lord and someone whose faith may still be 
shallow? 

• Despite everything that the Bible has declared and many people have testified 
about Jesus, why do many people still have difficulty putting their trust in 
Christ?  Why do we, as believers, doubt Him from time to time? 



Suggested outline for reading the text and using the Process of Discipleship questions 

1. Ask volunteers to read a portion of the chapter (8:1-10) and then have the 
group make general observations using the first two diagnostic questions. 

• What is one thing you like in this passage?  

•   Is there anything that is difficult for you to understand in the passage?  

2. Follow the same pattern for the following sections of Scripture (8:11-21; 
8:22-30; 8:31-38). 

3. Once general observations have been made, ask a volunteer to re-read the 
entire passage in either the same translation or a different translation so 
that the entire text is in view.  Follow the reading with the remainder 
discipleship questions. 

• What is something this passage shows about God (the Father)? It’s helpful to think 
about this question while imagining how we would answer if this were the only 
chapter of Scripture to which we had access.  

• If you had no other information about Jesus, other than what Mark has shared in 
this passage, what would you have learned about the person of Jesus?  

• What does this passage teach us about Man? Are there any good or bad examples 
to learn from?  

• Is there specific sin(s) discussed in this passage that we need to avoid or confess/ 
repent of?  

• Is there a command to obey or a principle to follow presented in this text?  

• Is there a specific promise to trust in this passage?  

• What is at least one-way God’s Spirit is using this passage to personally teach, 
admonish, or correct you as you seek to live more like Christ? 

• What is one specific thing you will do in response to this passage?  

4. In conclusion, brainstorm ways that the truths of this text can be applied.  
*Be specific and avoid broad general statements that cannot be measured.   


