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God’s Word to You 
A Summary of the Bible

In the beginning, the all-powerful, personal God created the universe. This God 
created human beings in His image to live joyfully in His presence, in humble 
submission to His gracious authority. But all of us have rebelled against God 
and, in consequence, must suffer the punishment of our rebellion: physical death 
and the wrath of God.

Thankfully, God initiated a rescue plan, which began with His choosing the 
nation of Israel to display His glory in a fallen world. The Bible describes how 
God acted mightily on Israel’s behalf, rescuing His people from slavery and then 
giving them His holy law. But God’s people—like all of us—failed to rightly 
reflect the glory of God. 

Then, in the fullness of time, in the Person of Jesus Christ, God Himself came to 
renew the world and to restore His people. Jesus perfectly obeyed the law given 
to Israel. Though innocent, He suffered the consequences of human rebellion by 
His death on a cross. But three days later, God raised Him from the dead. 

Now the church of Jesus Christ has been commissioned by God to take the 
news of Christ’s work to the world. Empowered by God’s Spirit, the church 
calls all people everywhere to repent of sin and to trust in Christ alone for our 
forgiveness. Repentance and faith restores our relationship with God and results 
in a life of ongoing transformation.

The Bible promises that Jesus Christ will return to this earth as the conquering 
King. Only those who live in repentant faith in Christ will escape God’s 
judgment and live joyfully in God’s presence for all eternity. God’s message is 
the same to all of us: repent and believe, before it is too late. Confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe with your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, and you will be saved.



EDITORS

A Word from the Editors

Ed Stetzer
General Editor—The Gospel Project 
Professor, Billy Graham Distinguished Chair, Wheaton College

We typically frown upon reading someone else’s mail. It’s invading someone’s 
privacy and not how we would want our mail to be treated. Even should a letter 
be misdelivered to our home, we know the proper and respectful course of action 
would be to return to sender or to walk it down the street to our neighbor, which 
could lead to an opportunity for a gospel conversation. God is still working and 
moving in this world, after all, so let’s respond to our circumstances in faith.

But the letters in the New Testament are in a different category. These were 
written by various apostles under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to specific 
churches and people addressing specific circumstances. So these letters are still 
very personal, but they are meant to be read by others. They are instructive and 

corrective in their nature. They convict, strengthen, and bless. They are, along with all of the Scriptures, 
a means by which God directs His people and changes them to be more like Jesus. 

Though from the hands of men, the letters of Paul, John, Peter, and others are still the Word of God. 
In them, we are warned of our sinful condition, graced with the truth of the gospel, called to repent and 
believe in Christ, strengthened in our faith, purified of our sin, taught about our new identity in Christ, 
commanded to obey in the Spirit, and empowered for our gospel mission. So read, respond, and rejoice!

Trevin Wax
General Editor—The Gospel Project 
Author of multiple books, including This Is Our Time: Everyday Myths in Light of the Gospel

The letters of the New Testament comprise a small portion of the Bible, but they 
are rich in instruction for Christians today. They give us a glimpse of early church life, 
and at the heart of these letters, we see the heart of the apostles, which happened to 
be the heart of the gospel: Christ crucified and raised for our justification. 

It might be easy during this part of your journey through the storyline 
of the Bible to miss out on some of the real-life stories of the early church that 
prompted the writing of these letters. We do our best in this study to show you the 
background situation so you can see how the apostles’ instruction was timely and 
powerful in the first century. We also show how the gospel impacts our lives today 
through our careful application of the truths in these letters.

The apostles wrote letters because they loved the church and cared about the mission. The writers 
and editors of this volume of The Gospel Project love the church and care about the mission too. And we 
pray that your love will grow and your own mission efforts will be stronger as a result of your study of 
these divinely inspired letters.
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Session 1

Session

1 As a part of his ministry to the church, the apostle Paul wrote letters to churches to 
teach, encourage, and rebuke. In a rebuke to the Galatian churches, he shared how he 
confronted the apostle Peter for being two-faced, or hypocritical. Peter acted one way 
with one group of Christians and another way with a different group. Peter’s hypocrisy 
wasn’t a small problem though. When he chose to separate himself from Gentile 
believers, he implicitly denied the truth of the gospel by his actions. This was why Paul 
had to step in and challenge Peter to reflect the truth of the gospel to others through his 
actions. Paul’s challenge reminds us that our salvation rests in our faith in Christ alone. 
Christ’s death in our place, followed by His resurrection, is the basis of our salvation, 
not our own works. 

1.  Challenge one another to walk in line with the gospel 
(Gal. 2:11-14).

11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face because he stood 
condemned. 12 For he regularly ate with the Gentiles before certain men came from 
James. However, when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, because he feared 
those from the circumcision party. 13 Then the rest of the Jews joined his hypocrisy, so 
that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were 
deviating from the truth of the gospel, I told Cephas in front of everyone, “If you, who 
are a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel Gentiles to live 
like Jews? ”

The early church was still grappling with the different ways Jewish and Gentile 
Christians lived out their faith and how a unified church could work through these 
differences (see Acts 15). These differences—the more Jewish-focused Christianity 
coming out of Jerusalem and the newer, more Gentile-focused Christianity coming 
from the large Gentile harvest at Antioch—gave occasion for Peter’s (Cephas in 
Aramaic) hypocrisy. 

What are some differences within Christianity that should not divide 
Christians and churches today? 

Toward Faithfulness  
in the Gospel

THEOLOGICAL THEME: When the truth of the gospel is at stake, we must 
take a strong stand. 

Two-faced. No one likes to be called that. But here’s the problem: We live in a world 
of selfies and social media status updates where we want to present the best image of 
ourselves for others to see, even if that image isn’t accurate. We care about what others 
think of us, so we present an image of ourselves that others will like. Happy. Successful. 
Intelligent. Caring. Spiritual. It’s easy to stretch facts and exaggerate in order to make 
ourselves look good to others. But when we do, we can easily become two-faced, acting 
a certain way with one group and differently with another. 

But there is another problem at play apart from 
social media. I’m pretty good with people and 
enjoy spending time with others. Folks like me 
can tend to be people-pleasers though. We like 
people and want to please them, and we want 
those people to like us, again leading us to do 
what we can to please others. How about you? 
Whether you are outgoing or shy, we all struggle 
with how we are perceived by others. 

What are some ways you might struggle with the image you present of 
yourself or with people-pleasing? 

 Voices from  
the Church
“Self-image, the concept we 
have of ourselves, must begin 
not by looking in the mirror 
but by looking into the face 
of God.” 1 

–Sam Storms   
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Paul’s main concern here was not a rift between 
two apostles or even between two groups of 
believers but the more important issue of 
salvation. There is only one way to be saved—faith 
in Jesus—and this is the only way for all peoples 
of all times in all places, whether Jew or Gentile. 

Paul’s words here may be what he had shared with 
Peter in his rebuke, and he shared them with the 
Galatians because they needed to be reminded 
of these truths as well. The Jewish believers had 
been given a great advantage in the law, a key way 
they were set apart from the Gentiles. And it was 
through their obedience to the law that they saw 
the Gentiles as “sinners”—men and women who 
failed even to attempt to keep a single aspect of 
God’s law. But it was this same obedience—or 
more precisely, their failure and imperfection—
that led these Jewish Christians to understand the 
law could not save them. This realization is proven 
in their faith in Christ, in their turning away from trusting in their own works that 
had once given them pride and their turning to Christ to save them from their sin. 

How then could a Jewish Christian, such as Peter, hold himself above his Gentile 
brothers and sisters? Where is there room in the gospel to treat Jewish believers and 
Gentile believers differently? When we fully grasp this, we are compelled to respond 
with humble surrender to the Lord. He rescued us from hell and gives us new life, hope, 
and peace with God as well as with others. In light of the cross of Christ, we recognize 
we are no better than anyone, regardless of our race, standing in society, or any other 
way we identify ourselves apart from the gospel. 

Paul saw Peter’s behavior as an affront to the gospel they preached. Yet we don’t see Paul 
rebuking someone with this vehemence because of the kind of clothing they wore or 
their hairstyle. So how do we determine when to rebuke and when to agree to disagree 
on an issue? Evangelicals have often grouped doctrines into a few categories to help 
make this distinction:

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
72. Justification by Faith

Justification refers to the 
moment when a person 
is objectively declared 
righteous before God based 
on the righteousness of 
Christ’s atoning death 
(Rom. 8:33-34). This act 
of declaration takes place 
through faith in Christ and 
not as a result of human 
works or effort (Eph. 2:8-9). 
Through justification, 
a person is made to be 
in right standing before 
God, changing what was 
once an estranged and 
hostile relationship to 
one of adoption into the 
family of God.

Core Doctrines

Convictions

Preferences

What are some convictions or preferences that can wrongly creep up 
to be on par with core doctrines?

What benefits are there to emphasizing unity and appreciating our 
differences with one another on the levels of convictions and preferences? 

3.  Recognize that holiness is possible only when we are 
in Christ (Gal. 2:19-21). 

19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live for God. 20 I have been 
crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in 
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do 
not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ 
died for nothing.

1918 Personal Study Guide  Date of My Bible Study:  ______________________________

Session 2

Session

2

1.  Where do you need to stand your ground without compromise for the sake 
of the gospel?

2.  How does the doctrine of justification by faith help to answer the deepest 
needs of those in the world?

3.  How can we help one another bolster a gospel-centered motivation for 
our obedience? 

HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to stand our ground and 
refuse to compromise when the truth of the gospel is at stake.

Toward Unity in the Cross

THEOLOGICAL THEME: Unity in the church must be grounded in truth, 
by the cross of Christ, and for the glory of God.

The Bible tells us that we have an adversary in Satan, who prowls about like a lion 
seeking someone to devour (1 Pet. 5:8). Satan loves to attack the body of Christ—the 
church—because he knows if he can get us isolated from the “herd,” he can take us 
down, making our moments unproductive for the movement of the kingdom of God. 

God has commissioned the church to take the 
message of the gospel to the nations. We are to 
live out the gospel so that His glory is clear and 
undeniable. He has purposed to use us—you 
and me, as part of the local church—to build 
the kingdom. When we are united through the 
cross, we stand as an undeniable force for the 
gospel. But if we are divided, at best, we become 
ineffective at carrying the message of the cross to 
the lost world around us. At worst, we steal the 
glory meant to be given to our King. 

God’s heart for us is to be a unified, powerful front against the schemes of the evil one. 
Not only is unity a critical line of defense, it is also crucial to our offense of carrying the 
gospel to the nations.

What are some common causes of division within churches today? 

 Voices from  
the Church
“The biggest pain that a 
Christian worker has is not 
from attacks from outside 
the church. Attacks from 
within the church are 
always more painful than 
serious persecution.” 1 

–Ajith Fernando 
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How to Use The Gospel Project

1
Read the session in preparation 
for group discussion. Record 
any insights or questions you 
may want to discuss during the 
group experience.

2
Gather with your group to 
discuss and learn together what 
God has to say. Contribute to the 
conversation and activities.

3
Apply the truths of the session 
by working through “His Mission, 
Your Mission” with your group or 
by yourself. 

Visit GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content related to the study. 
Visit GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources for links to podcasts, articles, 
and blog posts related to each session.
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Memory Verses

For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have 
been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me. I do not nullify the grace of God, for if 
righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.

–Galatians 2:19-21

Unit 1

The God Who 
Directs His People 

Epistles

Writers

Alvin Reid (sessions 1,6) serves as Senior Professor of Evangelism and Student Ministry and 
holds the Bailey Smith Chair of Evangelism at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary.
Katie Orr (sessions 2-5), creator of the FOCUSed15 Bible study method, is a Bible teacher, 
speaker, and prolific writer for blogs, magazines, and Sunday School curriculum. 
Eric Mason (special session) is the founding pastor of Epiphany Fellowship in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
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Session 1

Session

1
Toward Faithfulness  
in the Gospel

THEOLOGICAL THEME: When the truth of the gospel is at stake, we must 
take a strong stand. 

Two-faced. No one likes to be called that. But here’s the problem: We live in a world 
of selfies and social media status updates where we want to present the best image of 
ourselves for others to see, even if that image isn’t accurate. We care about what others 
think of us, so we present an image of ourselves that others will like. Happy. Successful. 
Intelligent. Caring. Spiritual. It’s easy to stretch facts and exaggerate in order to make 
ourselves look good to others. But when we do, we can easily become two-faced, acting 
a certain way with one group and differently with another. 

But there is another problem at play apart from 
social media. I’m pretty good with people and 
enjoy spending time with others. Folks like me 
can tend to be people-pleasers though. We like 
people and want to please them, and we want 
those people to like us, again leading us to do 
what we can to please others. How about you? 
Whether you are outgoing or shy, we all struggle 
with how we are perceived by others. 

What are some ways you might struggle with the image you present of 
yourself or with people-pleasing? 

 Voices from  
the Church
“Self-image, the concept we 
have of ourselves, must begin 
not by looking in the mirror 
but by looking into the face 
of God.” 1 

–Sam Storms   

© 2017 LifeWay Christian Resources. Permission granted to reproduce and distribute within the license agreement with purchaser.
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As a part of his ministry to the church, the apostle Paul wrote letters to churches to 
teach, encourage, and rebuke. In a rebuke to the Galatian churches, he shared how he 
confronted the apostle Peter for being two-faced, or hypocritical. Peter acted one way 
with one group of Christians and another way with a different group. Peter’s hypocrisy 
wasn’t a small problem though. When he chose to separate himself from Gentile 
believers, he implicitly denied the truth of the gospel by his actions. This was why Paul 
had to step in and challenge Peter to reflect the truth of the gospel to others through his 
actions. Paul’s challenge reminds us that our salvation rests in our faith in Christ alone. 
Christ’s death in our place, followed by His resurrection, is the basis of our salvation, 
not our own works. 

1.  Challenge one another to walk in line with the gospel 
(Gal. 2:11-14).

11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he 
stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he was eating with 
the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the 
circumcision party. 13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, 
so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that their 
conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, 
“If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the 
Gentiles to live like Jews?”

The early church was still grappling with the different ways Jewish and Gentile 
Christians lived out their faith and how a unified church could work through these 
differences (see Acts 15). These differences—the more Jewish-focused Christianity 
coming out of Jerusalem and the newer, more Gentile-focused Christianity coming 
from the large Gentile harvest at Antioch—gave occasion for Peter’s (Cephas in 
Aramaic) hypocrisy. 

What are some differences within Christianity that should not divide 
Christians and churches today? 
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Paul saw Peter acting differently with two 
different groups of people. Early on, Peter would 
eat regularly with Gentile believers. Peter had 
witnessed the conversion of Cornelius and his 
family, and he knew without a doubt that 
Gentiles could follow Christ through faith alone 
(Acts 10–11). But something changed when 
“certain men came from James.” These men likely 
were shocked to see the way Peter made no 
distinction between Jewish and Gentile 
Christians. The verb tense for “drew back” and 
“separated” gives the idea that Peter gradually gave 
into the pressure of the group after they arrived. 

There was no nuancing here. Peter was wrong, and his actions had led others astray. Paul 
made this unambiguously clear: They were “not in step with the truth of the gospel.” 
When our lives openly deny the gospel, rebuke is the necessary response. There is a time 
to pull someone aside and quietly speak to him or her about an error. But in this case, 
due to the public nature of Peter’s sin and the public influence he had, Paul confronted 
his hypocrisy in front of everyone. 

This passage reminds us that leaders, even apostles like Peter, have feet of clay and still 
sin. We all have blind spots, issues in our lives we can’t see clearly. That’s a reason real 
community in the local church matters. It’s also why we need to pray for our church 
leaders. Relationships that go deeper than “How are you?” before a Bible study class 
are needed to help all of us grow. And sometimes those relationships require that 
we confront someone because of his or her sin, which is consistent with what we see 
throughout the Word of God. 

At the same time, we need to look in the mirror and purge hypocrisy from our own 
lives. For example, we live in a time of pronounced racial tension. Do you speak of a 
certain ethnic group one way when among people of that group but differently when 
around others? Is the starting point of your attitude toward those who do not look, 
act, think, or vote like you the biblical perspective of all humanity being created in 
the image of God, or do you begin by focusing on those differences? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“And this is the truth of the 
gospel. It is also the principal 
article of all Christian 
doctrine, wherein the 
knowledge of all godliness 
consisteth. Most necessary it 
is, therefore, that we should 
know this article well, teach 
it unto others, and beat it into 
their heads continually.” 2 

–Martin Luther (1483-1546) 
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What are some other circumstances that might give rise to hypocrisy 
in the way we interact with other Christians?

How can we make sure we have Christians who will confront us on 
the hypocrisy they see in our lives? 

2.  Remember we are justified by faith, not by works 
(Gal. 2:15-18). 

15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that a 
person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also 
have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works 
of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.

17 But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is 
Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove 
myself to be a transgressor.

Earlier, Paul said that Peter’s actions were a deviation from the truth of the gospel. Here 
he unpacks what he meant. When Christians act with prejudice toward others, we deny 
the very gospel we proclaim. We are justified by faith and nothing else: not our works, 
not our ethnic origin, nor any other standard. This is why Paul saw Peter’s hypocrisy as 
being so serious—the gospel was being denied. If left unchecked, the example of Peter 
would have continued to form a breach between Jewish and Gentile Christians and thus 
confused the gospel with personal preference. 

What are some words or actions from the church that distort the gospel? 
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Paul’s main concern here was not a rift between 
two apostles or even between two groups of 
believers but the more important issue of 
salvation. There is only one way to be saved—faith 
in Jesus—and this is the only way for all peoples 
of all times in all places, whether Jew or Gentile. 

Paul’s words here may be what he had shared with 
Peter in his rebuke, and he shared them with the 
Galatians because they needed to be reminded 
of these truths as well. The Jewish believers had 
been given a great advantage in the law, a key way 
they were set apart from the Gentiles. And it was 
through their obedience to the law that they saw 
the Gentiles as “sinners”—men and women who 
failed even to attempt to keep a single aspect of 
God’s law. But it was this same obedience—or 
more precisely, their failure and imperfection—
that led these Jewish Christians to understand the 
law could not save them. This realization is proven 
in their faith in Christ, in their turning away from trusting in their own works that 
had once given them pride and their turning to Christ to save them from their sin. 

How then could a Jewish Christian, such as Peter, hold himself above his Gentile 
brothers and sisters? Where is there room in the gospel to treat Jewish believers and 
Gentile believers differently? When we fully grasp this, we are compelled to respond 
with humble surrender to the Lord. He rescued us from hell and gives us new life, hope, 
and peace with God as well as with others. In light of the cross of Christ, we recognize 
we are no better than anyone, regardless of our race, standing in society, or any other 
way we identify ourselves apart from the gospel. 

Paul saw Peter’s behavior as an affront to the gospel they preached. Yet we don’t see Paul 
rebuking someone with this vehemence because of the kind of clothing they wore or 
their hairstyle. So how do we determine when to rebuke and when to agree to disagree 
on an issue? Evangelicals have often grouped doctrines into a few categories to help 
make this distinction:

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
72. Justification by Faith

Justification refers to the 
moment when a person 
is objectively declared 
righteous before God based 
on the righteousness of 
Christ’s atoning death 
(Rom. 8:33-34). This act 
of declaration takes place 
through faith in Christ and 
not as a result of human 
works or effort (Eph. 2:8-9). 
Through justification, 
a person is made to be 
in right standing before 
God, changing what was 
once an estranged and 
hostile relationship to 
one of adoption into the 
family of God.
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Core Doctrines

Convictions

Preferences

What are some convictions or preferences that can wrongly creep up 
to be on par with core doctrines?

What benefits are there to emphasizing unity and appreciating our 
differences with one another on the levels of convictions and preferences? 

3.  Recognize that holiness is possible only when we are 
in Christ (Gal. 2:19-21). 

19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been 
crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life 
I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 
for me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the law, 
then Christ died for no purpose.
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Dying to the law is the negative; living for God is 
the positive. They both work hand-in-hand and 
show us the blessed catastrophe of the cross of 
Christ, the paradox of salvation. The way to life 
is through death. Christ made eternal life possible 
for us through His death, and we find life in 
Christ by losing ours. 

Paul was not saying that in Christ we are dead 
from the need to obey God; he was declaring that 
we have put the wrong view of that obedience to 
death. We die to the notion that our obedience can 
save us. We die to the notion that we are identified 
by our obedience. We die to what the Jewish men 
from James argued to Peter that led him astray. 

We are certainly not dead from looking to the law to understand God’s character and 
heart better and allowing that to frame how we live each day. The law shows us what 
it looks like to love God and love other people, and so, out of gratitude for what Christ 
has done and with joy, we live out the eternal truths of the law without relying on that 
obedience to save us, define us, or sustain us. 

What are some beliefs or practices we might trust in or find identity in 
to which we must die in order to live for God more fully? 

Because Paul died to the law and to himself, he experienced the positive aspect of those 
deaths—life. “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me” (v. 20a). Obviously 
Paul wasn’t referring to his physical life, as if he had died physically when he trusted in 
Christ; he was speaking of the spiritual reality that guided his life. He explained this 
clearly in the next sentence: “And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (v. 20b). Christ had indwelled Paul, given 
him new life, and continued to empower him to live a life of holiness for the glory of God. 
The gospel that saves us is the same gospel that sanctifies us as we grow in our faith. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“We are in mind and 
meditation to consider Christ 
crucified: and first, we are to 
believe that he was crucified 
for us. This being done, we 
must go yet further, and as it 
were spread ourselves on the 
cross of Christ, believing and 
withal beholding ourselves 
crucified with him.” 3 

–William Perkins  
(1558-1602) 
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How should remembering the gospel of Jesus help propel us toward 
holy living? 

Conclusion

Peter’s hypocrisy in withdrawing from eating with Gentile believers in Antioch probably 
didn’t seem to be that big of a problem, but Paul saw it for what it really was—a threat 
to the gospel proclaimed and lived. For this reason, Paul was quick to confront Peter 
and remind him of the gospel—the gospel that has brought all who trust in Christ into 
one family of faith. 

When we reflect on Paul’s rebuke of Peter, we need to see ourselves in the shoes of each 
one. Has God placed us as a “Paul” to help correct and guide someone else to live out 
and declare the gospel faithfully? Are we willing to take a bold and firm stand for truth 
because of our love for God and that person? Will we act on that? 

But at the same time, we need to look deeply within ourselves and see if we are living 
like Peter in any way. Are we asking the Holy Spirit to give us sight to see our blind 
spots, any prejudices or wrong views of others and any ways we are not declaring and 
living the gospel faithfully? Do we have people in our lives who will confront us in 
grace and truth when we succumb to hypocrisy, and are we listening to them? 

May we be faithful Pauls and humble Peters as we strive to live holy lives in faith in 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

CHRIST CONNECTION: When Peter chose to separate himself from Gentile 
believers, he implicitly denied the truth of the gospel by his actions. Paul’s 
challenge reminds us that Christ alone is the source of our salvation and 
faith is the sign of it. Christ’s death in our place is the basis of our salvation, 
not our own works.
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1.  Where do you need to stand your ground without compromise for the sake 
of the gospel?

2.  How does the doctrine of justification by faith help to answer the deepest 
needs of those in the world?

3.  How can we help one another bolster a gospel-centered motivation for 
our obedience? 

HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to stand our ground and 
refuse to compromise when the truth of the gospel is at stake.
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SESSION 1
1. Sam Storms, Pleasures Evermore: 
The Life-Changing Power of Knowing God 
(Colorado Springs: NavPress, 2000), 143.

2. Martin Luther, A Commentary on St. 
Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians (London: For 
Mathews and Leigh, 1807), 58.

3. William Perkins, quoted in Christ-Centered 
Exposition: Exalting Jesus in Galatians, by 
David Platt and Tony Merida (Nashville: B&H, 
2014), 49.

SESSION 2
1. Ajith Fernando, The Supremacy of Christ 
(Wheaton: Crossway, 1995), 117.

2. Frank S. Thielman, “Introduction to 
1 Corinthians,” in ESV Study Bible (Wheaton: 
Crossway, 2008), 2187-88.

3. Grant Osborne and S. Cameron Coyle, 
“Cross, Crucifixion,” in Holman Illustrated 
Bible Dictionary, gen. ed. Chad Brand 
(Nashville: B&H, 2015), 368-69.

4. Corrie ten Boom, quoted in Practical 
Wisdom for Pastors, by Curtis C. Thomas 
(Wheaton: Crossway, 2001) [WORDsearch].

5. A. W. Tozer, Man the Dwelling Place of God: 
What It Means to Have Christ Living in You 
(Camp Hill, PA: Wing Spread, 2008) [eBook].

6. Isaac Watts, “When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross,” Baptist Hymnal (Nashville: 
LifeWay Worship, 2008), 234.

SESSION 3
1. Randy C. Alcorn, Money, Possessions, 
and Eternity (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale, 
2003) [eBook].

2. Mark Dever and Paul Alexander, The 
Deliberate Church: Building Your Ministry on 
the Gospel (Wheaton: Crossway, 2005), 111.

3. David Livingstone, quoted in The Life of 
David Livingstone, by William Garden Blaikie 
(London: John Murray, 1903), 116.

SESSION 4
1. David Brainerd, in The Life and Diary 
of David Brainerd, ed. Jonathan Edwards 
(Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2006), 189.

2. David Walls and Max Anders, I & II Peter, 
I, II & III John, Jude, in Holman New Testament 
Commentary (Nashville: B&H, 2005), 
[WORDsearch].

SPECIAL SESSION—EASTER
1. Billy Graham, The Reason for My Hope: 
Salvation (Nashville: W Publishing Group, 
2013), 82.

2. Thomas Boston, in The Whole Works of 
the Late Reverend and Learned Mr. Thomas 
Boston of Ettrick, vol. 1, ed. Samuel McMillan 
(Aberdeen: George and Robert King, 1848), 
512.

3. Mark Taylor, 1  Corinthians, vol. 28 in The 
New American Commentary (Nashville: B&H, 
2014) [WORDsearch].

4. N. T. Wright, Surprised by Hope: Rethinking 
Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission 
of the Church (New York: HarperCollins, 
2008), 214. 

SESSION 5
1. C. S. Lewis, God in the Dock: Essays on 
Theology and Ethics, ed. Walter Hooper 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1970), 37.

2. Corrie ten Boom with Elizabeth and John 
Sherrill, The Hiding Place (Bloomington, MN: 
Chosen Books, 2015) [eBook].

3. Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life: 
What on Earth Am I Here For? (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2012) [eBook].

4. Dwight L. Moody, The Overcoming Life 
(Orlando: Bridge-Logos, 2007), 336.

SESSION 6
1. Charles H. Spurgeon, The Complete Works 
of C. H. Spurgeon: Volume 28, Sermons 1637 to 
1697 (Delmarva Publications, 2013) [eBook].

2. Thomas D. Lea and Hayne P. Griffin Jr., 
1, 2 Timothy, Titus, vol. 34 in The New American 
Commentary (Nashville: B&H, 2003) 
[WORDsearch].

3. John Newton, “On a Believer’s Frames,” 
in The Works of the Rev. John Newton 
(Edinburgh: Peter Brown and Thomas 
Nelson, 1830), 75.

4. Basil, The Morals, Rule 72, quoted in 
Scripture Alone: Exploring the Bible’s Accuracy, 
Authority, and Authenticity, by James R. 
White (Bloomington, MN: Bethany House, 
2004), 208.

SESSION 7
1. Basil the Great, On the Holy Spirit, 
trans. David Anderson (Crestwood, NY: St. 
Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1980), 50.

2. Joni Eareckson Tada, Heaven: Your Real 
Home (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010) 
[eBook].

3. Martin Luther, Commentary on Romans, 
trans. J. Theodore Mueller (Grand Rapids: 
Kregel, 1976), 133.

SESSION 8
1. Robert D. Putnam, Bowling Alone: The 
Collapse and Revival of American Community 
(New York: Simon & Schuster, 2000).

2. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in Dietrich Bonhoeffer: 
Witness to Jesus Christ, ed. John W. de Gruchy 
(Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1991), 185.

3. David Platt, “Foreword,” in The Insanity of 
God: A True Story of Faith Resurrected, by Nik 
Ripken with Gregg Lewis (Nashville: B&H, 
2013), xxiii.

4. F. B. Meyer, quoted in Knight’s Treasury of 
2,000 Illustrations, by Walter B. Knight (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995), 47.

SESSION 9
1. John Murray, Redemption Accomplished 
and Applied (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
2015), 156.

2. J. Vernon McGee, Galatians, in Thru the 
Bible Commentary Series (Nashville: Thomas 
Nelson, 1991) [eBook].

3. Billy Graham, The Holy Spirit: Activating 
God’s Power in Your Life (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1978), 191.

SESSION 10
1. Jonathan Edwards, “Resolutions,” in The 
Works of President Edwards, vol. 1 (New York: 
S. Converse, 1829), 72.

2. Yusufu Turaki, “Ephesians,” in Africa Bible 
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
2006), 1464.

3. Clinton E. Arnold, 3  Crucial Questions 
About Spiritual Warfare (Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1997), 43. 

SESSION 11
1. J. I. Packer, Keep in Step with the Spirit: 
Finding Fullness in Our Walk with God, 2nd ed. 
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 2005), 154.

2. Jonathan Edwards, The Religious 
Affections, quoted in Jonathan Edwards on the 
Good Life, by Owen Strachan and Douglas 
Sweeney (Chicago: Moody, 2010), 140.

3. Amy Carmichael, quoted in Christ-
Centered Exposition: Exalting Jesus in 
Ephesians, by Tony Merida (Nashville: B&H, 
2014), 121.

4. Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle: 
Unlocking the Secret of Joyful Giving (Colorado 
Springs: Multnomah, 2017), 47.

SESSION 12
1. Martin Luther, quoted in Luther: 
Man Between God and the Devil, by 
Heiko A. Oberman, trans. Eileen Walliser-
Schwarzbart (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1989), 315.

2. John Bunyan, in The Entire Works of John 
Bunyan, vol. 1, ed. Henry Stebbing (London: 
James S. Virtue, 1859), 383.

3. Martin Luther, quoted in Christian 
Theology: An Introduction, by Alister E. 
McGrath (West Sussex, UK: Wiley-Blackwell, 
2011), 381.

4. Lemuel Haynes, “The Sufferings, 
Support, and Reward of Faithful Ministers, 
Illustrated (1820),” in The Faithful Preacher: 
Recapturing the Vision of Three Pioneering 
African-American Pastors, by Thabiti M. 
Anyabwile (Wheaton: Crossway, 2007), 59.

5. William Wilberforce, in The Life of 
William Wilberforce, vol. V, eds. Robert 
Isaac Wilberforce and Samuel Wilberforce 
(London: John Murray, 1838), 318.

Notes
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To download this quarter’s recommended playlist of songs,  
go to LifeWayWorship.com/GospelProject.
Get the following collection of great songs and artists:

“Come, People of the Risen King”—Keith and Kristyn Getty

“Church Arise”—Shelly E. Johnson

“Spirit of the Living God”—Vertical Worship

“Your Mercy”—Paul Baloche

“One Song”—Evidence

“Build My Life”—Housefires

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (He Is Not Dead)”—NCC Worship

“For the Fatherless”—Child of the King

“My Worth Is Not in What I Own”—Keith and Kristyn Getty

“In You”—Michael Boggs

“Strong God”—Meredith Andrews

“Take It All”—Passion

“Do It Again”—Elevation Worship

PLAYLIST
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1. PROMOTE GOSPEL TRANSFORMATION, NOT BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION

Every session points participants to the gospel of Jesus Christ as the source of 
life-transformation and the foundation for spiritual growth.

2. SEE HOW THE WHOLE BIBLE FITS TOGETHER

From Genesis to Revelation, understand how the entire Bible reveals God’s plan of 
redemption through Jesus Christ.

3. UNITE EVERY AGE IN CHRIST-CENTERED STUDY

For churches that wish to align all ages, The Gospel Project provides Christ-centered 
study for babies through adults.

4. COMPEL MEN AND WOMEN TO LIVE ON MISSION

Every session challenges participants to consider how the gospel compels them to live on 
mission every day.

5. UNDERSTAND THE KEY THEMES OF CHRISTIANITY

Helps men and women identify and understand 99 essential theological doctrines of the 
Christian faith as they are found throughout the Bible.

The Gospel Project Core Values



Now you can study The Gospel Project anywhere. Just download the free app, 
and purchase the latest Personal Study Guide or Leader Guide for your phone 

or tablet. Available in two Bible translations (CSB® or ESV). To get started, just 
search your app store for The Gospel Project.
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The Gospel Project
Letters to God’s People

After the Lord’s ascension into heaven and the Spirit’s descent 
upon the followers of Jesus, Christ’s church began to grow. More 
disciples were made and churches were planted. The apostles 
maintained some oversight in these churches through personal 
visits and through their letters. Under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, these men gave the churches God’s directions that they 
would be more faithful, unified, merciful, loving, and obedient. 

The letters of the apostles clearly tell the good news of Jesus 
Christ giving His life to save people from their sin. They also declare 
the implications of this salvation. God changes those who believe 
in Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives. In Christ, 
slaves to sin become the children of God who gather together as 
brothers and sisters. And this new identity works itself out in the 
fruit of the Spirit, impacting the way we pray, the way we give, the 
way we see the world, and the way we run the race of faith.

What’s Next? 
SUMMER 2018
Volume 12: Come, Lord Jesus
God’s Prisoner (Acts, Epistles)
The God Who Makes All Things New 
(Epistles, Revelation)

The Journey Continues! 
FALL 2018
Volume 1: In the Beginning
Creation and the Fall (Genesis; Job)
God Establishes a Covenant People (Genesis)
God Grows His Covenant People (Genesis)

SOME OF OUR UPCOMING WRITERS
Robert Smith Jr.
Christian George
Mary Jo Sharp

Twitter: @Gospel_Project   Facebook: TheGospelProject   Instagram: GospelProject_
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