
Old Testament Survey 
The Law (Exodus 21-40) 

Once Israel arrived at Sinai they remained at this locaAon for nearly a year.  While encamped at 
Horeb God gave to Moses the laws that would define His relaAonship with His people. 

What was the purpose of the law? 

• To uniquely idenAfy Israel as the people of God (monotheism/polytheism)   

• To provide the building blocks of faith 

    The Law contained 365 negaAve commands and 248 posiAve commands – a total of  
    613 moral, social and ceremonial codes. 
         Added to these was the Mishnah (CollecAon of laws interpreAng the oral tradiAon) 

Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law? Jesus replied: “‘Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.” Ma#hew 22:36-40 (NIV)   

• To reveal our need for a Savior 

I would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not 
have known what coveIng really was if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 
But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every 
kind of coveIng. For apart from the law, sin was dead. Rom 7:7-8 (NIV) 

Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be 
jusIfied by faith. But aQer that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 
Gal 3:23-24 (KJV)    

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. Ma# 5:17 (NIV) 



Why was God so specific in the details of the Tabernacle? 

• The Tabernacle represented the presence of God in their midst 

• The Tabernacle established the means by which a person could come to God 

1. There was only one entrance into the Tabernacle complex (East Gate) 

2. Sin and sacrifice needed to be dealt with (Brazen Altar) 

3. SancAficaAon and cleansing (Laver or Water Basin) 

4. Service/Surrender (Table of Showbread, Altar of Incense, Golden Lampstand) 

5. Communion with God (Ark of the Covenant, Mercy Seat) 

• The Tabernacle provided a clear picture of the person of Christ 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling (tabernacle) among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. John 1:14 (NIV) 

1. Jesus is the only way to come to God (John 14:6) 

2. Jesus is the perfect sacrifice for our sins (2 Cor 5:21) 

3. Jesus cleanses us by the washing of the Word/bapAsm (Eph 5:26) 

4. Jesus ministers to our needs 
He is the Bread of life (John 6:35) – Table of Showbread 
He is the Light of the world (John 8:12) – Golden Lampstand 
He is the Intercessor (Heb 7:25) – Altar of Incense 

5. Jesus ushers us into the presence of the Father (Heb 4:14-16) 
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