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SESSION 10

The Risen King 
Forgives and Restores

Summary and Goal 

Jesus revealed Himself to His disciples for a third time after His resurrection. Through this breakfast 
encounter, Jesus demonstrated the reality of His restorative power. Because He fulfilled God’s plan 
to rescue people from sin, Jesus was able to forgive the disciples for their sins and failures and then 
recommission them in their task of following Him. As Jesus’ followers, we trust in the power of His 
restoration to enable us to move beyond our sins and failures and accomplish great things in His name.

Main Passage
John 21:1-23

Session Outline
1.  Jesus reveals Himself through His power and provision (John 21:1-14).
2.  Jesus reaffirms and recommissions the repentant follower (John 21:15-19).
3.  Jesus refocuses our attention on following Him (John 21:20-23).

Theological Theme
Forgiveness of sins is what makes following Jesus possible.

Christ Connection
Through His breakfast encounter with His disciples, Jesus showed the reality of His restorative power. 
Because He fulfilled God’s plan to rescue people from sin, Jesus was able to forgive the disciples for 
their sins and failures and then recommission them in their task of following Him.

Missional Application
God calls us to demonstrate our love for Jesus by following Him, no matter where the journey might 
lead and no matter what happens to other followers.
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Introduction
Start with two challenges that often cause us to pull back from the mission 
Jesus gave us: unworthiness and cost (leader p. 118; PSG p. 92).

Of these two challenges, which one discourages you more 
from fulfilling Jesus’ mission: your feeling of unworthiness 
or the cost of following Jesus? Why? 

Say that if we are to heed the call to join Jesus’ mission, then we must be 
confident in His forgiveness, His restoration, and His sovereignty. Then 
summarize the session (leader p. 118; PSG p. 92).

1.  Jesus reveals Himself through His power and 
provision (John 21:1-14). 

Mention that the disciples we saw leave their fishing nets in Matthew 4:18-22 
have returned to fishing in John 21 (leader p. 119). Then read John 21:1-14. 
Point out that it was not until after they took this “stranger’s” advice that they 
came to recognize Jesus on the shore. And immediately Peter took action to 
be with Jesus (leader pp. 119-120; PSG pp. 93-94). 

How has Jesus revealed Himself to you through His power 
and provision? 

What circumstances have you experienced in which you 
felt like all you could say is “It is the Lord!”?

Draw attention to how the passage sets up Peter’s defining encounter with 
Jesus (leader p. 120). Nevertheless, Jesus’ first priority was to provide 
breakfast for His disciples (leader p. 120; PSG p. 94). 

How have you experienced the reassuring presence of 
Jesus in your life? 

What has Jesus done to remind you that He is with you and 
cares for your needs? 

 For Further 
Discussion
Have you ever experienced 
a season when you felt 
like “returning to fishing” 
instead of trusting in 
God and moving forward 
in mission?

How did your faith outlast 
this situation?

Pack Item 5: 
Jesus’ Suffering
Recall this pack item and 
the suffering of Jesus in 
the denials of Peter, which 
sets up Jesus’ restoration of 
Peter in this session.

The Risen King 
Forgives and Restores

Session Plan

Session 10
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2.  Jesus reaffirms and recommissions the 
repentant follower (John 21:15-19). 

Read John 21:15-19. Show how Jesus used a triple commission to match Peter’s 
triple denial. Note that Jesus’ commission to Peter was that he should care for 
Jesus’ followers (leader pp. 121-122; PSG p. 95). 

What are some ways in which Jesus is a Shepherd to 
His people? 

Acknowledge that Peter would eventually lay down his life for the sheep 
just as Jesus did. Highlight Jesus’ final words to Peter in His recommission: 
“Follow me.” Explain that as with Peter, our past failures need not define the 
trajectory of our lives (leader p. 122; PSG p. 96). Ask groups of 3-4 to answer 
the questions using the chart in the PSG. After a couple of moments, call for some 
responses for the whole group (leader p. 123; PSG p. 97).

3.  Jesus refocuses our attention on following 
Him (John 21:20-23).

Ask a volunteer to read John 21:20-23. Indicate that the “disciple whom Jesus 
loved” was probably John. Compare Peter’s question—“What about this 
man?”—with our own questions about fairness. Reiterate Jesus’ response and 
how verse 23 instructs us to refocus our attention on following Him rather 
than paying attention to others (leader pp. 123-124; PSG pp. 97-98). 

When have you experienced a sense of competitiveness 
with your brothers and sisters in Christ, and why? 

Why do we find it so easy to question why God has 
different plans for different people?

Bring up that Peter later wrote about how we can follow Jesus and serve Him 
even during times of intense suffering (leader p. 124; PSG p. 98).

How is it possible for believers to focus on following and 
serving Jesus when the cost gets so high and the pain gets 
so great?

Conclusion 
Encourage the group to accept that God calls us to demonstrate our love for 
Jesus by following Him—no matter where the journey leads and no matter 
what happens to us in comparison with other followers of Jesus. Conclude 
with Peter’s prayer in 1 Peter 5:10-11 (leader p. 125; PSG p. 99). Apply the 
truths of this session with “His Mission, Your Mission” (PSG p. 100).

Point 2 Option
Read the “Essential 
Christian Doctrine” 
Imputation (leader p. 122; 
PSG p. 96). Then ask the 
following questions:

•  Why is imputation good 
news to sinners like Peter 
who have returned to 
Christ after denying Him?

•  Why is the forgiveness of 
sins alone not sufficient 
for salvation? Why 
do we need Christ’s 
righteousness as well?

•  Why might someone 
object to the fairness of 
imputation? How would 
you defend the idea?

 For Further 
Discussion
Which of God’s attributes 
or characteristics help you 
the most in learning to be 
content with where He 
has you?

Christ Connection: Through 
His breakfast encounter 
with His disciples, Jesus 
showed the reality of His 
restorative power. Because 
He fulfilled God’s plan to 
rescue people from sin, 
Jesus was able to forgive 
the disciples for their sins 
and failures and then 
recommission them in their 
task of following Him.

.........................................................

Missional Application: God 
calls us to demonstrate our 
love for Jesus by following 
Him, no matter where the 
journey might lead and no 
matter what happens to 
other followers.
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Introduction
When we who follow Jesus contemplate the mission He has given us, 

we confront two challenges that often cause us to pull back and shrink 
from the task. One factor is our unworthiness; the other is cost. We struggle 
with unworthiness because of the times we lapse into unfaithfulness to the 
Lord who has sent us. We struggle with cost because of the high price we 
might have to pay. 

Martin Luther, the Protestant Reformer, was aware of his 
unworthiness. Early in his life, after he became a monk, he found himself 
terror-stricken in the middle of leading a communion service. He thought 
to himself: “Who am I that I should lift up mine eyes or raise my hands to 
the divine majesty? For I am dust and ashes and full of sin.” 1 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was keenly aware of the cost. He refused to stay in 
the safe haven of America where he had taken refuge in 1939 and instead 
returned to his homeland—Hitler’s Germany. He wrote: “I will have no 
right to participate in the reconstruction of Christian life in Germany after 
the war if I do not share the trials of this time with my people.” 2 

Of these two challenges, which one discourages you more 
from fulfilling Jesus’ mission: your feeling of unworthiness 
or the cost of following Jesus? Why? 

If we are to heed the call of our risen King to join His mission, 
then we must be confident in His forgiveness, His restoration, and His 
sovereignty over the direction of our lives, even if that direction involves 
suffering for the sake of His call. 

Session Summary
In this session we watch as Jesus revealed Himself to His disciples for the 

third time after His resurrection. Through this breakfast encounter, Jesus 
demonstrated the reality of His restorative power. Because He fulfilled God’s 
plan to rescue people from sin, Jesus was able to forgive the disciples for their 
sins and failures and then recommission them in their task of following Him. 
As Jesus’ followers, we trust in the power of His restoration to enable us to 
move beyond our sins and failures and accomplish great things in His name.

 Voices from 
the Church
“The main thing to note 
in this story is Jesus’ 
gracious restoration and 
reinstatement of Peter 
to leadership…[who] 
admirably fulfilled his 
role as a responsible 
and loyal shepherd of 
God’s people.” 3 

–Pratap C. Gine  
and Jacob Cherian

The Risen King 
Forgives and Restores

Expanded Session Content

Session 10
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1.  Jesus reveals Himself through His power and 
provision (John 21:1-14). 
In Matthew 4:18-22, Peter and three other fishermen left their nets 

to follow Jesus. In John 21, however, we find that these disciples have 
returned to fishing. The Gospel of John does not give us a reason for this 
decision. Nor does it tell us that this decision was inappropriate. However, 
it does not seem to be the response we would expect from disciples whom 
Jesus had sent on a mission (see John 20:21 in the previous session). 
Regardless of their motives, the disciples were about to find themselves in 
the presence of the risen King once again. 

1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the 
Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, 
Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of 
Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter 
said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go 
with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing.

4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples 
did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you 
have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the 
net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast 
it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity 
of fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is 
the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on 
his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself 
into the sea. 8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net 
full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred 
yards off.

9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, 
with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some 
of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard 
and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although 
there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come 
and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who 
are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread 
and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the third 
time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from 
the dead.

 Further 
Commentary
“The best fishing can be 
found in the early hours 
before sunrise…and families 
generally worked together 
in pairs (cf. Luke 5:2). Two 
boats generally used 
compound nets (trammel 
nets) that would encircle 
a school of fish by setting 
them up vertically with cork 
floaters on one edge and 
stone or metal sinkers on 
the other. Once the school 
was surrounded, the net 
was tightened by the boats 
and the men would throw 
‘cast nets’ (about ten feet 
across), bearing led sinkers 
over the unwary fish. These 
filled nets would either be 
emptied by a swimmer 
or pulled into the boat 
while many of the other 
fish would get caught in 
the net wall surrounding 
them. Peter’s boat is using 
this method in the shallow 
water about a hundred 
yards from shore (21:8), and 
it is likely that he is diving 
into the sea checking the 
cast nets (21:7).” 4 

–Gary M. Burge
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The decision to fish at night made sense for two reasons. First, fishing 
on the Sea of Galilee was better at night. Second, those who fished at 
night could sell their fish in the morning, thus getting a jump on 
the competition. 

It was also likely that John, the writer, included the detail about 
fishing at night to draw attention to the “light versus darkness” theme that 
he had developed throughout his Gospel. Even after the resurrection, there 
was still some vestige of darkness, that is, misunderstanding on the part of 
the disciples. We see this misunderstanding surface in the next scene when 
Jesus interrupted their futile attempt to catch fish and then gave them 
success (vv. 4-7). 

Whether it was the early morning hour, the distance from shore, or 
another instance in which they were kept from recognizing their risen 
Lord (see Luke 24:16,37), the disciples did not recognize Jesus 
immediately, neither by sight nor the sound of His voice. It was not until 
they took this “stranger’s” advice to cast their net on the right side of the 
boat and had amazing success that recognition came. It was the disciple 
whom Jesus loved (presumably the apostle John) who first said, “It is 
the Lord!” 

This affirmation prompted Peter to immediate action. His eagerness to 
get to Jesus on the shore confirms that the disciples were not running away 
from Jesus or turning from Him, no matter how uncertain or hesitant 
they were about their mission. 

How has Jesus revealed Himself to you through His power 
and provision? 

What circumstances have you experienced in which you 
felt like all you could say is “It is the Lord!”?

John 21:9-14 sets the stage for Peter’s defining encounter with Jesus, 
which we will look at shortly. Here there is yet another a sense of déjà vu 
in John’s Gospel. Instead of using the common term for “fire,” the Gospel 
writer specifically used the word for a “charcoal fire,” which appears only 
here in 21:9 and also in 18:18, where it was associated with the narrative 
of Peter’s denial of Christ. Peter had warmed his hands by a charcoal fire 
as he denied knowing Jesus. Also, the large catch—emphasized by the 
specific number, 153—reminds us of the time Jesus called Peter to catch 
people (Luke 5:10). 

Jesus will have a conversation with Peter in due time. But His first 
priority was to provide breakfast for His disciples. This was a significant 
act. By feeding them breakfast, Jesus reassured His disciples of His 
presence, met their physical needs, and served them as He did before 
He went to the cross. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“We may ask why Peter, 
who was a fisherman 
before his conversion, 
returned to fishing when 
it is said, ‘No one putting 
his hand to the plow, and 
looking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God.’ ” 5 

–Gregory the Great  
(540-604)

 Voices from 
Church History
“Reverencing the presence 
of his Lord, [Peter] threw 
himself into the sea…The 
love of Christ draws men 
through fire and water.” 6 

–John Wesley (1703-1791)



121Session 10

How have you experienced the reassuring presence of 
Jesus in your life? 

What has Jesus done to remind you that He is with you and 
cares for your needs? 

2.  Jesus reaffirms and recommissions the 
repentant follower (John 21:15-19). 
Now, it was time for Jesus to show His restorative power to Peter, 

the one who had denied Him three times on the eve of His crucifixion 
(see John 18:15-27). John 21:15-19 records the remarkable and stirring 
conversation between Jesus and Peter. 

15 When they had finished 
breakfast, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, “Simon, son of John, 
do you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love 
you.” He said to him, “Feed 
my lambs.” 16 He said to him 
a second time, “Simon, son 
of John, do you love me?” He 
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you.” He said 

to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son 
of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the 
third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my 
sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to 
dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, 
you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry 
you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind 
of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, 
“Follow me.”

In verses 15-17, Jesus began by restoring Peter with a triple commission 
to match Peter’s triple denial (see John 18:15-27). Three times Jesus asked 
Peter, “Do you love me?” The first time He added “more than these”—
presumably asking Peter if he loved Jesus more than the other disciples do. 
This makes sense since Peter was always rather boastful. Remember that 
Peter claimed he would lay down his life for the Lord—just a few hours 
before he denied the Lord three times (John 13:37).

 Further 
Commentary
Some pastors and Bible 
teachers in the past have 
made much out of the 
difference in the Greek 
words for “love” in the 
dialogue between Jesus 
and Peter. New Testament 
scholar D. A. Carson 
offers more than several 
reasons for understanding 
the variation in the Greek 
words for love—agapaō 
and phileō—in verses 15-17 
as stylistic rather than 
different in meaning. Here 
are three of the most 
significant: (1) The two 
verbs have already been 
used interchangeably 
in the Gospel of John. 
For example, both verbs 
are used to describe the 
Father’s love for the Son 
(3:35; 5:20) and Jesus’ 
love for Lazarus (11:5,36). 
(2) The Septuagint (the 
translation of the Old 
Testament into Greek 
done before Jesus came to 
earth) makes no distinction 
between these verbs. Both 
verbs are used to express 
Jacob’s preferential love 
for Joseph (Gen. 37:3-4), 
and both are used to refer 
to Amnon’s incestuous 
rape of his sister Tamar 
(2 Sam. 13). Furthermore, 
despite one verb for 
“love” in the Hebrew 
text of Proverbs 8:17, the 
Septuagint uses both 
agapaō and phileō. (3) In the 
New Testament, agapaō 
(the term many see as a 
higher form of love, even a 
divine love) can refer to an 
object which is not good. 
In 2 Timothy 4:10, Demas 
unfortunately “loved” the 
present world. 7 
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Jesus’ recommission to Peter, His repentant follower, was that he 
should care for Jesus’ followers as a shepherd cares for his sheep. This is 
a huge commission! Jesus, the Good Shepherd who cares for the sheep 
(John 10:11-16), now entrusts this responsibility to Peter. In essence, 
Peter will demonstrate his love for Jesus by caring for Jesus’ followers. 

What are some ways in which Jesus is a Shepherd to 
His people? 

As it turns out, Peter would eventually lay down his life for the sheep 
just as Jesus did (see John 10:11,15). In verses 18-19, Jesus informed Peter 
that his ministry as an “undershepherd” to Jesus would involve death. 
Yes, the stretching out and being carried around that Peter would 
experience in his old age likely referred to something much more drastic 
than simply being feeble. The point was not that someone else would 
need to care for Peter, like a retirement home takes care of elderly patients 
today. Rather, these visual references pictured a condemned criminal 
having his arms stretched out to be tied to the horizontal cross beam he 
would carry to the place of his own execution. This is confirmed by the 
writer’s note in verse 19. Tradition has it that Peter died by crucifixion, 
probably upside down by humble request so as not to die in the exact 
same manner as His Lord. 

To glorify God is our highest calling in life. For some followers of 
Jesus, this means a martyr’s death, a death for the cause of Christ. Like 
Jesus’ crucifixion, Peter’s crucifixion would be a victory, not a defeat. It 
would be a means of glorifying God (v. 19). How amazing it is that God 
is honored in faithful obedience that even leads to death. 

Jesus’ final words in His “recommission” of Peter were “Follow me” 
(v. 19). This was a call to consistent discipleship until his death—a call 
made possible by the gracious forgiveness and restoration from the 
Lord. Though Peter had vehemently denied even knowing Jesus during 
His trial, the Lord still loved Peter and called him once again to 
obedience. “Follow me,” after all, was the call that Jesus first gave Peter 
in Matthew 4:18-19. 

Our past failures need not define the trajectory of our lives. When we 
turn from our fearful denials of Christ and recommit ourselves to loving 
Him, He forgives us and recommissions us to the mission on which He 
has sent us. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“The question is addressed 
not to ‘Peter,’ for the rock 
has proved an unstable 
quicksand. The disciple is 
addressed by his old name, 
the name he had before 
Jesus met and called him 
by the same lakeside.” 8 

–Lesslie Newbigin  
(1909-1998)

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
74. Imputation

When God pardoned 
sinners at the cross, our 
sins were imputed, or 
transferred, to Christ, 
who became sin on 
our behalf. Our sin was 
imputed to Christ, and 
Christ’s righteousness was 
imputed to us (Rom. 5:17; 
1 Cor. 1:30). When God the 
Father looks at those who 
have trusted in Christ, He 
does not see their sins but 
the righteousness of Christ 
as belonging to them 
(Rom. 4:6).
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What will faithfulness to Jesus’ call to “Follow me” look like for us in 
our community?

What kinds of costs must believers be prepared to pay for serving our 
risen King both in the world in general and in our specific zip code?

3.  Jesus refocuses our attention on following Him 
(John 21:20-23).
This call to consistent discipleship until his death as a martyr 

prompted Peter to ask Jesus a question. It’s a question we are prone to ask 
when we reflect on the difficulties we face for following and serving our 
risen King. The question is: “What about him? What about her?” The 
conversation between Jesus and Peter continues in John 21:20-23, but this 
time, it is Peter asking the question. 

20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following 
them, the one who also had leaned back against him during the supper 
and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 21 When Peter 
saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to 
him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? 
You follow me!” 23 So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that 
this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not 
to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that 
to you?”

The “disciple whom Jesus loved” was probably John. Perhaps John 
referred to himself this way out of modesty, or perhaps it was out of 
wonder at being loved by Jesus. Peter’s question—“What about this 
man?”—likely reflects a bit of a competitive spirit. Peter’s implication was 
that John should have to face whatever Peter had to face. If we are willing 
to admit it, that is often our question too. We have a keen sense of fairness 
whenever we suspect that we might have a more difficult cross to bear 
than someone else. 

 Further 
Commentary
“Essentially, Jesus’ answer 
to Peter was a reminder 
that he was to ‘follow’ 
him (v. 19); the fate of 
the beloved disciple was 
not his concern. While Peter 
was to encounter a violent 
death, the beloved disciple 
might survive until Jesus 
himself returned (cf. 14:3). 
It is worth noting that in 
the Fourth Gospel the 
hope of the second coming 
of Jesus is still assumed, 
despite the emphasis on 
the present experience of 
eternal life and the coming 
of the Counsellor (cf. also 
1 John 2:28; 3:2). These 
words of Jesus to Peter 
were misunderstood by 
some of the followers of 
Jesus. Because of this, the 
rumour spread among the 
brothers that this disciple 
would not die. People 
believed that Jesus would 
return during the lifetime 
of the beloved disciple. 
It seems that the death 
of the beloved disciple 
caused a crisis of faith 
among these people, so 
the final editors of the 
Fourth Gospel explained 
that Jesus did not say that 
he would not die; he only 
said, ‘If I want him to remain 
alive until I return, what is 
that to you?’ The purpose 
of this statement was to 
correct misunderstanding 
by pointing out that Jesus’ 
statement was prefaced 
by the words ‘if I want 
him to remain.’ It was 
not a prediction that the 
beloved disciple would 
not die. By dealing with 
the misunderstanding 
the editors also dealt 
with the crisis of faith it 
had produced.” 9 

–Colin F. Kruse
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Jesus’ response was brief and blunt: “What happens to John is none 
of your business. It shouldn’t matter to you. Follow me.” D. A. Carson 
observes: “There is no belittling of either disciple. One of them may be 
called to strategic pastoral ministry (vv. 15-17) and a martyr’s crown 
(vv. 18-19), and the other to a long life (v. 22) and to strategic historical-
theological witness, in written form (v. 24).” 10 

Verse 23 serves two functions in this narrative. First, it clears up a 
rumor. Jesus did not tell Peter that John would not die. Second, and 
perhaps more significant for us today, it highlights through repetition 
Jesus’ call for Peter to follow Him and not let John’s fate be a distraction. 

Frankly, it is a mystery why some Christ-followers suffer more than 
others for the sake of the gospel. For example, Acts 12:1-2 reports: “About 
that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the 
church. He killed James the brother of John with the sword.” A few verses 
later, we learn that “Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him 
was made to God by the church” (12:5). It turns out that an angel of the 
Lord rescued Peter, and Peter went on with his service (12:6-19). Why did 
God spare Peter but not James? 

The answer is the same as it is to the question about why John would 
die peacefully in his old age, as it appears he did, but Peter had to face 
martyrdom. In both cases, the answer is we don’t know. God does not tell 
us. What He tells us is to refocus our attention on following Him. That’s 
what really matters! 

When have you experienced a sense of competitiveness 
with your brothers and sisters in Christ, and why? 

Why do we find it so easy to question why God has 
different plans for different people?

Years later, the apostle Peter wrote about how we can follow Jesus 
and serve Him even during times of intense suffering. In his first New 
Testament letter, he challenged believers to follow the lead of Jesus and 
entrust themselves to God, the One who judges justly (1 Pet. 2:21-25). 
Trust makes all the difference. When we entrust ourselves to our faithful 
Creator, we can continue to do good even as we face suffering for the sake 
of Christ (1 Pet. 4:19). 

How is it possible for believers to focus on following and 
serving Jesus when the cost gets so high and the pain gets 
so great?

 Voices from 
Church History
“[T]he Lord Jesus Christ is 
entrusting the slave with 
sheep he bought with his 
blood, and so he requires 
of the slave the capacity 
to suffer to the point of 
shedding his blood. It is 
as though he were saying, 
‘Feed my sheep. I am 
entrusting my sheep to 
you.’ What sheep? ‘The 
ones I bought with my 
blood. I died for them. Do 
you love me? Be ready 
to die for them.’ And as a 
matter of fact, while that 
human slave of a human 
master would pay money 
for sheep destroyed, Peter 
paid the price of his blood 
for sheep preserved.” 11 

–Augustine (354-430)
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Conclusion 
On January 8, 1956, Jim Elliot and four other missionaries were 

speared to death on a sandy beach in Ecuador by the Huaorani people—
an isolated tribe in the rainforest known for their violence and thus called 
“Aucas” (savages). Jim was 28 years old. Jim’s brother, Bert, was also a 
missionary. He served in Peru for 62 years and died in his home in Peru at 
the age of 87 as the result of an infection. 12 

One brother’s life was tragically cut short. The other brother died at a 
ripe, old age. One brother died a violent death as a martyr for Christ. The 
other died of natural causes as a servant of Christ. 

What will your life look like? Will you have the opportunity to serve 
Christ during a long, rich, full life—perhaps complete with a full quiver of 
children and grandchildren? Or will your commitment to serving Christ 
mean significant financial sacrifice, heartache, and even a shorter life? To 
this, Jesus says: “What does it matter?! Follow Me.” 

God calls us to demonstrate our love for Jesus by following Him—
no matter where the journey leads and no matter what happens to us in 
comparison with other followers of Jesus. We can do this as recipients of 
God’s forgiveness and grace. 

Listen to Peter’s prayer and praise at the end of his first letter as you 
prepare to answer Jesus’ call to follow Him no matter what the future 
holds: “And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, 
who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever 
and ever. Amen” (1 Pet. 5:10-11).

CHRIST CONNECTION: Through His breakfast encounter with 
His disciples, Jesus showed the reality of His restorative power. 
Because He fulfilled God’s plan to rescue people from sin, Jesus 
was able to forgive the disciples for their sins and failures and 
then recommission them in their task of following Him.

 Voices from 
Church History
“If I will that he tarry—what 
is that to thee? By these 
words teaching us not to 
be impatient, nor curious 
beyond what seemeth 
good to Him. For because 
Peter was ever hot, and 
springing forward to 
enquiries such as this, to 
cut short his warmth, and 
to teach him not to enquire 
farther, He saith this.” 13 

–John Chrysostom 
(circa 347-407)
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Get expert insights on weekly studies through Ministry 
Grid at MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject. 
Grow with other group leaders at the Group Ministry 
blog at LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry.

Study Material

 - “The Epilogue”—Chapter 4, Section 10.3 from A Theology of John’s Gospel 
and Letters by Andreas J. Köstenberger

 - “After Failing”—Blog post by Jill Carattini; find a link to this blog post 
at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources 

 - Previous Biblical Illustrator articles, including “The Shepherd’s 
Work,” can be purchased, along with other articles for this quarter, at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator. Look for Bundles: The Gospel Project.
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Tip of the Week
Know What Your Room Communicates 

The way your room is set up has a significant effect on members’ 
participation and their ability to connect during the session.
•  Rows of chairs with a lectern in front communicates the leader will do 

most of the talking and the learners will sit and listen. The use of small 
groups during the session is an effective way to stimulate participation in 
a larger group.

•  A semicircle with the leader in the open end communicates that there 
will be some level of participation, but the leader is still clearly in charge.

•  A full circle communicates that the leader is a fellow learner and the 
group has lots of interaction. It is also efficient, allowing use of every wall 
in the room.

•  Tables almost always communicate that this is a closed, academic 
sort of group. In addition, tables are an incredibly inefficient use of 
valuable space.

Sermon Podcast

Joel Diaz: “The Love Motivation” 

Find a link to this at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

Additional Resources
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Unit 1:  
Matt Chandler is the Lead Pastor of Teaching at The Village 
Church in Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas, and the president of the 
Acts 29 church-planting network. He has authored several 
books, including Mingling of Souls, Recovering Redemption, 
Creature of the Word, and The Explicit Gospel. Matt is married to 
Lauren, and they have three children, Audrey, Reid, and Norah.

Geoff Ashley serves as pastor at The Parkway Church in 
McKinney, Texas, after having served for ten years of ministry 
at The Village Church. He received a ThM from Dallas 
Theological Seminary and is married to Kaci. Together they 
have a beautiful daughter named Larken.

Unit 2:  
Steven Mathewson (sessions 7-10) serves as senior pastor of 
CrossLife Evangelical Free Church in Libertyville, Illinois. He 
received a DMin (preaching) from Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary. He is the author of five books, including Risen: Fifty 
Reasons Why the Resurrection Changed Everything. He and his 
wife, Priscilla, have four children and seven grandchildren.

Trillia Newbell (sessions 11-12) is the author of Enjoy, Fear 
and Faith, United, and God’s Very Good Idea (forthcoming, 
Sept. 2017). She is the Director of Community Outreach 
for the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission. Trillia is 
married to Thern, and they reside with their two children near 
Nashville, Tennessee. You can find her at trillianewbell.com. 

Daniel Davis (special session) is the content editor for 
The Gospel Project for Adults and a part-time student pastor at 
Edgefield Baptist Church in East Nashville, Tennessee. He 
received an MDiv from The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He and his wife, Christy, have three children and 
also provide care for foster children. 
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