
The Book of Hebrews 
  

Introduction: 
  
“The book of Hebrews has been called the fifth Gospel.  The first four describe what Christ 
once did on earth, while Hebrews describes what he is now doing in heaven.” 

– H. L. Willmington


  
“There is, indeed, no book in the Holy Scriptures which speaks so clearly of the priesthood of

Christ, so highly exalts the virtue and dignity of that only true sacrifice which he offered by his 
death, so abundantly treats of the use of ceremonies as well as of their abrogation, and, in a 
word, so fully explains that Christ is the end of the Law.” 

– John Calvin  

  
“The Epistle to the Hebrews is of such importance that I rank it beside the Epistle to the 
Romans (which is excelled by no other book).” 

– J. V. McGee 
 

“The Epistle to the Hebrews, one of the most important books of the New Testament in that it 
contains some of the chief doctrines of the Christian faith, is, as well, a book of infinite logic 
and great beauty.  To read it is to breathe the atmosphere of heaven itself.  To study it is to 
partake of strong spiritual meat.  To abide in its teachings is to be lead from immaturity to 
maturity in the knowledge of Christian truth and of Christ Himself.  It is to ‘go on unto 
perfection’”. 

– E. Schuyler 
  
Authorship:  Several possibilities have been suggested.  Paul, Barnabas, Apollos 
  
Date:  AD 68 or 69 
                 
The Temple was destroyed in AD 70.  It would be unlikely that a book that speaks much of the 
ceremonies and rites of the Temple would make no mention of its destruction. 
  
Audience:  Those Jews who have been dispersed throughout the Roman Empire. 
  

- There is a strong emphasis on the Mosaic law and Temple rituals to 
which the Gentiles would not be concerned. 

  
- There are numerous references to the Old Testament.  There are 86 
direct references taken from the OT. 

  



Purpose:  These Jewish believers were facing two great trials to their faith. 
  

1.       Tremendous persecution 
2.       Temptation to return to their ancestral faith 

“The tragic thing about these believers is that they were at a standstill spiritually 
and in danger of going backward (Heb. 5:12ff).”   – Wiersbe 

Warnings: Throughout this Epistle there are five strong exhortations drawn from the   
  OT examples that were relevant to the reader and to us today. 

  
1.       Drifting from the Word (2:1-4) 
2.       Doubting the Word (3:7-4:13) 
3.       Dullness toward the Word (5:11-6:20) 
4.       Despising the Word (10:26-39) 
5.       Defying the Word (12:14-29) 

  
 Themes: Several key words provide us with the key concepts the writer intends to   
  convey. 
  

1.       Better: It is used thirteen times to demonstrate the superiority of   
  Christ over the Hebrew system of religion. 

a.        Better than the angels 
b.       Better than Moses 
c.        Better than Aaron 
d.       Better than Joshua 
e.        Better than Melchizedek 
f.        Better than the Sanctuary 
g.       Better than the sacrifices 

  
“Romans reveals the necessity of the Christian faith, but 
Hebrews reveals the superiority of the Christian faith.”   
- Coleridge 

  
2.       Eternal: The writer determined to show that the Levitical law was   
  only temporary at best, but what Christ did was for all 
  eternity.  The law was good but grace was better! 

  



3.       Perfect: It is used fourteen times to declare what the law could not   
  accomplish but what grace given through Christ    
  could!  Hebrews is the exhortation to “go on to perfection”   
  (completeness). 

  
                Key verse:   Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of   
    Christ, let us go on unto perfection.  Hebrews 6:1 

  
Outline:  Warren W. Wiersbe 
  
I.                    A SUPERIOR PERSON – CHRIST    chapters 1-6 

II.                   A SUPERIOR PRIESTHOOD – MELCHIZEDEK  chapters 7-10 

III.                  A SUPERIOR PRINCIPLE – FAITH    chapters 11-13 


