
Old Testament Survey 
1 and 2 Chronicles 

Introduc9on 

• Originally 1 and 2 Chronicles was one scroll – The earliest Hebrew texts contains no 
vowels.  When the text was translated into Greek (Septuagint) in about 200 BC, it 
doubled the volume of the book and it became necessary to divide it into two parts. 

• The author of the book is unknown although Jewish tradi9on cites Ezra.  There is a 
strong case for Ezra as it author since Chronicles is wriNen from a priestly perspec9ve 
and there is a consistent theme found in Chronicles – Ezra – Nehemiah. 

• The book was wriNen aPer the fall of both Samaria and Jerusalem.  The final verses in 2 
Chronicles iden9fies Cyrus the Persian which would mean that the author is addressing a 
post-exilic audience.   

Purpose 

More than half of 1 and 2 Chronicles have parallel accounts in 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 
Kings.  Chronicles is not simply supplemental material to fill in the historical gaps of the previous 
two books.  The author has a clear theological agenda in work. 

1. Despite all that has happened to them, Israel remains the people of God.  The book 
opens with nine chapters of genealogies (Not necessarily the best way to grab the 
aNen9on of your readers).  What is the purpose of these lists? 

a. The lists established the iden9ty of the people of God – The exile had caused Israel 
as a people to be displaced and dispersed.  The Chronicler connected the history and 
heritage from Adam to Abraham to the current audience. 
       In essence, it was a declara9on that they belonged on the “family tree.” 

b. The list verified the inheritance of the people of God – In order to claim a right to the 
land, a person needed to be able to prove they were a part of one of the tribes of 
Israel.  As God’s people, they had a right to the promises and provision of the Lord.   



2. David was the progenitor of the Davidic dynasty that had a legi9mate claim to a 
perpetual throne.  Much emphasis is placed on David and the covenant God made with 
him so as to establish the line of David as the righ]ul occupant to the throne of Israel.    
     

3. The focal point of the book centers on the Temple.  As a priest, the author is primarily 
concerned with the Temple and interprets history in light of its existence.  As Israel 
honors God (via the construc9on of the Temple and adherence to the Levi9cal system), 
God honors Israel.   
      When Israel neglects the Temple she begins to decline spiritually un9l she is  
      eventually carried away into exile.  The book ends with renewed hope as Cyrus the  
      Persian issues a decree to return to the land of Israel. 

Outline 

1 Chronicles 

 God’s people in God’s world (1:1-9:44) 

 Saul (9:35-10:14) 

 David (11:1-29:30) 

2 Chronicles 

 Solomon (1:1-9:31) 

 The Divided Monarchy (10:1-28:27) 

 The Single Kingdom:  Hezekiah to the Babylonian Exile (29:1-32:23) 

Abbreviated outline by J. A. Thompson (New American Commentary, Vol. 9)


