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SESSION 11

Once Greedy, 
Now Generous

Summary and Goal 

The grace of God works deeply into us so that it can also work out of us to benefit others. Grace 
hoarded is grace squandered; in fact, it may be grace misunderstood or even unexperienced. God’s 
gracious gifts are meant to be held loosely with generosity, not held onto tightly with greed. Our 
motivation for living with generosity comes from God’s exceeding generosity to us in giving us the 
fullness of His Son despite our total spiritual bankruptcy. Because we have been given the eternal 
riches of His glory in Christ Jesus, we are compelled to live generously, not reluctantly, and with joy 
and gratitude.

Main Passages
2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15

Session Outline
1.  God calls us to be generous as He has been generous (2 Cor. 8:1-9). 
2.  God gives us wealth that we might share it with others (2 Cor. 8:10-15). 
3.  God calls us to give cheerfully out of gratitude (2 Cor. 9:6-15). 

Theological Theme
God already owns all that we have. He has called us to be stewards of the wealth He entrusts to us.

Christ Connection
In Jesus Christ, we have both a model and a motivation for generosity. Because God has been 
merciful and generous to us by giving us His Son, we are empowered to be merciful and generous 
toward others.

Missional Application
God gives us wealth in order that we might share it with others in need, not out of a sense of guilt or 
obligation but cheerfully and willingly.
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Introduction
Begin with the truth that Jesus’ lordship extends even to our bank accounts 
and our “stuff” (leader p. 142; PSG p. 110). 

What are some treasures we might value more than Christ? 

How can we demonstrate a heart of greediness with these 
treasures at times?

Summarize this session on how God’s grace works deeply in us so that we 
will be more generous to others (leader p. 143; PSG p. 111). 

1.  God calls us to be generous as He has been 
generous (2 Cor. 8:1-9). 

Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-9. Explain the meaning and impact of Jesus’ 
becoming poor for our sake so that we might become rich. Proper gratitude 
for God’s grace in Christ will drive us toward love and generosity 
(leader pp. 143-144; PSG pp. 111-112). 

Why would generosity be a good authenticator of our love? 

Define generosity as being filled up with the gospel and finding satisfaction in 
it so much so that we see giving to others as a privilege. Add that generosity 
is not measured by the amount we give; it is measured by the joyful hearts 
behind what we give (leader pp. 144-145; PSG p. 112). 

How can the materially poor be graciously generous 
with others?

What are some ways we can expand our ability to be 
generous with others? 

 For Further 
Discussion
Why is our motivation 
for being generous 
as important as our 
being generous at all?

 For Further 
Discussion
Describe a time when 
someone was sacrificially 
generous with you or 
your family. How did it 
impact you?

Once Greedy, 
Now Generous
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2.  God gives us wealth that we might share it 
with others (2 Cor. 8:10-15). 

Unpack the meaning of the phrase “complete…this act of grace” in verse 6 
(leader p. 145). Then read 2 Corinthians 8:10-15. Talk about Paul’s use of the 
word “fairness” and what he does and does not mean by it. Connect this to 
reasons that God gives to us abundantly—so we can share what we have been 
given with others (leader pp. 145-147; PSG pp. 113-114). 

In addition to love and eagerness, what other qualities 
should accompany our generosity, and why are these 
qualities so important when it comes to being generous?

In what way is our thankfulness for what we have 
connected to our level of generosity?

3.  God calls us to give cheerfully out of 
gratitude (2 Cor. 9:6-15). 

Acknowledge the kind of giving that is far from generosity. Then ask a couple 
of volunteers to read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15. Lay out that true generosity is an 
act of worship. We ought to give cheerfully out of our security and abundance 
in Christ and not “under compulsion” (leader pp. 147-148; PSG pp. 115-116). 

Ask group members to make this connection on Pack Item 4: Handout 
from the list on Pack Item 3: Hearing the Old Testament in the New 
(“One Who Fears the Lord…” with “A Cheerful Giver…”), and emphasize 
the focus on God in the giving and the receiving.

How can individuals and the church work to strengthen the 
mind-set of giving as worship? 

Point to how Paul reminded the Corinthians that generosity comes without 
risk because God would provide all their needs. Comment on why sacrificial 
giving is hard to understand for those who have not experienced the gospel 
(leader pp. 148-149; PSG p. 116). 

What are some ways that our giving might distract from 
thankfulness and praise being directed toward God?

What are some examples of the sowing/reaping principle in 
verse 6 that you have experienced yourself or seen in others?

Conclusion 
Assert that material possessions cannot fill the deepest longing of the heart 
because only God can. Highlight the gospel irony that joy is not found in what 
we hold onto but instead in what we give away (leader p. 149; PSG p. 117). 
Apply the truths of this session with “His Mission, Your Mission” (PSG p. 118). 

Point 2 Option
Find a Christian in your 
church or community 
who is involved regularly 
with charity work. Ask this 
person to share with your 
group his or her insights into 
what makes people likely 
to give money to a cause 
or organization. Frame 
the discussion around the 
following questions:

•  How does people’s wealth 
or economic status 
make a difference in their 
willingness to give?

•  Does religion play a factor 
in people’s willingness to 
give? If so, how?

Then ask your group the 
following question:

•  How do we make sense 
of these observations in 
light of what Paul said in 
2 Corinthians 8–9?

Christ Connection: In Jesus 
Christ, we have both a 
model and a motivation 
for generosity. Because 
God has been merciful and 
generous to us by giving us 
His Son, we are empowered 
to be merciful and 
generous toward others.

....................................................

Missional Application: God 
gives us wealth in order 
that we might share it with 
others in need, not out of a 
sense of guilt or obligation 
but cheerfully and willingly.
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Introduction 
The gospel of Jesus Christ takes total dominion in the heart of 

someone who has surrendered to it. This means that to be a follower of 
Jesus, to have died to oneself and taken up one’s cross, one must 
acknowledge that there is no part of life that is cordoned off from Him. 
But the beauty of the gospel is that it works in our hearts and transforms 
us so that our desires begin to change, to take a more Christlike shape 
under the sweet influence of the powerful Spirit who has taken up 
residence in us. And this means that one of the places we most try to 
maintain sole sovereignty over—our bank accounts and our “stuff”—
is one of the places where Jesus most wants to exercise His lordship. 

Think of Jesus’ encounter with the tax-collector Zacchaeus 
(Luke 19:1-10). You remember that Zacchaeus’ heart was apparently as 
small as his wallet was large! When he climbed up into that tree to see 
Jesus, he was confronted personally and directly, and the ensuing change 
he experienced in Christ’s grace went as deep as his innermost idolatries. 
He didn’t simply walk away with sins forgiven and a “clean slate.” He didn’t 
just think, All right, then, I suppose I’ ll start over and be less of a greedy person 
now. No, he went out of his way to make amends. So great was the treasure 
he’d found in the riches of Christ that he was willing to hold all his worldly 
goods very, very loosely, committing to give half of his possessions to the 
poor and to pay back everything he’d extorted four times over! 

You may not treasure actual treasure, but we all have idols in our 
hearts. We are tempted to give our utmost allegiance to things or people 
or ideas or ambitions or dreams to which we ascribe all our worth and 
from which we draw our sense of fulfillment and validation. And until 
we’re willing to put everything under the lordship of Christ, until Jesus 
graciously removes these idols from the throne of our hearts, we not only 
won’t surrender fully to Him, we also won’t fully be of service to others.

What are some treasures we might value more than Christ? 

How can we demonstrate a heart of greediness with these 
treasures at times?

 Voices from 
the Church
“When the gospel touches 
people’s pockets, one 
knows that the Spirit is at 
work in their lives.” 1 

–J. I. Packer

Once Greedy, 
Now Generous
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Session Summary 
In this session, we will encounter how the grace of God works deeply 

into us so that it can also work out of us to benefit others. We will see that 
grace hoarded is grace squandered; in fact, it may be grace misunderstood 
or even unexperienced. God’s gracious gifts are meant to be held loosely 
with generosity, not held onto tightly with greed. We will also see that 
our motivation for living with generosity comes from God’s exceeding 
generosity to us in giving us the fullness of His Son despite our total 
spiritual bankruptcy. Because we have been given the eternal riches of His 
glory in Christ Jesus, we are compelled to live generously, not reluctantly, 
and with joy and gratitude.

1.  God calls us to be generous as He has been 
generous (2 Cor. 8:1-9). 
“I think everybody should get rich and famous and do everything 

they ever dreamed of so they can see that it’s not the answer.” This quote, 
attributed to actor Jim Carrey, has become a popular meme on social 
media over the last few years. Its frequent sharing reveals where we 
imagine our true treasures to be. We feel we need to get to the next level, 
and then, finally, we will be happy and secure. But it keeps going on and 
on, level after level, robbing us of contentment and generosity. 

Perhaps Paul had this predisposition of human nature in mind 
when he wrote to the church at Corinth. He encouraged them to follow 
through on a commitment they had made to help meet the needs of 
some other Christians. Here is how he began addressing generosity in 
2 Corinthians 8:1-9:

1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been 
given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, 
their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in 
a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their 
means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 
4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the 
saints— 5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to 
the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged Titus 
that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of grace. 
7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of 
grace also.

8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others 
that your love also is genuine. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that 
you by his poverty might become rich.

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
55. Moral Influence  
Theory of Atonement

According to this theory, 
Christ’s sacrifice should be 
seen as a demonstration 
of God’s love, a display 
that produces a change of 
attitude within humanity. 
This theory is part but not all 
of what Christ accomplished 
on the cross since it leaves 
out God’s wrath against 
sinners and His requirement 
of satisfaction for sin. Still, 
it does remind us that 
the cross is the greatest 
example of God’s love, 
and this love must provoke 
gratitude and praise on 
our behalf.

 Further 
Commentary
“From the examples of the 
Macedonians and Christ 
the Corinthians can learn 
the following:

1. True giving requires giving 
of oneself, not just giving 
money. The gospel is not 
about what we can get 
from God but what God has 
given to us so that we can 
give of ourselves to others.

2. One can give out of 
extreme poverty, and one 
can give out of measureless 
riches. Those who are 
disinclined to be generous 
when they are poor are not 
likely to become suddenly 
generous when they are rich.

3. Giving is related to the 
grace of God experienced 
in Christ. The recipients are 
not required to have done 
anything to merit the gift 
except to be in need. The 
givers are made generous 
because of God’s grace 
working on them, in them, 
and through them.” 2  

–David E. Garland
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For Paul and the Macedonian churches, casting aside greed and 
discontentment and spreading the love of God through sacrificial 
generosity made perfect sense because it was rooted in what Jesus has done 
for us. Jesus was rich, but for our sake, He became poor so that through 
His poverty we might become rich. Paul was not talking about money 
here. That is far too trivial a way to measure poverty and wealth. 

Instead, Paul had Jesus’ richness in glory in mind. The Son of God 
left His place of honor and glory with the Father (His riches) and became 
poor when He took on flesh and dwelt on earth with sinful people—those 
whom He had created! It was through this poverty that we exchanged our 
spiritual poverty for the riches of salvation. 

God the Father has been generous with us in His amazing love 
despite our rebellion. God the Son has been generous with us in His 
atoning substitution despite our sin. God the Spirit has been generous 
with us in His gifts and comfort despite our weakness. How can we 
who have been impacted by all this grace turn around and be stingy 
toward others? 

We can’t! God’s grace, when experienced and rightly understood, will 
drive us toward love. That is why Paul told the Corinthians that their 
generosity would verify the genuineness of their love. Grace compels us to 
love God as we also love others whom He loves. From grace to love to 
generosity. That is our motivation to live generously, even sacrificially, 
before others. 

In Hebrews 10:34, we read how the Christians “joyfully accepted” 
the confiscation of their possessions because they knew they had “a better 
possession and an abiding one.” This is exactly what Paul was getting at 
in 2 Corinthians 8. He knew that once someone finds the treasure of 
Christ, all earthly treasures become small by comparison. This doesn’t 
make money or material possessions unimportant, but it does make 
them un-ultimate. Like the Macedonian churches, we can be generous 
with others precisely because the generosity of God with us satisfies our 
deepest needs, liberating us from our idolatrous wants and prompting 
us to improve the lots of others. “We love because he first loved us” 
(1 John 4:19), and we give because He first gave to us. 

Why would generosity be a good authenticator of our love? 

Notice that Paul was clear that the application of the gospel does not 
just extend to us and stop there, but it also extends out to others. The 
gospel doesn’t end with us, it moves through us. 

 Further 
Commentary
“Paul’s collection for the 
Jerusalem Christians had 
been a long-term project. 
He had evidently put ‘Titus’ 
in charge of at least part 
of it. The Corinthians had 
‘been ready since last 
year’ (9:2) to give, but 
had not completed the 
task. The recent trouble 
in Corinth, causing Paul’s 
sorrowful visit and the 
severe letter, had surely 
been the major factor. Now 
that the Corinthians were 
restored, it was time to 
finish the task, but it would 
only be done the right 
way if it was prompted by 
God’s ‘grace’ (v. 1).” 3 

–Kendell H. Easley

 Voices from 
Church History
“He is no fool who gives 
what he cannot keep to 
gain what he cannot lose.” 4 

–Jim Elliot (1927-1956)
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The Macedonian Christians were impoverished and afflicted, and yet, 
they shared all they had with others in need. The soul-satisfying gospel 
that they had experienced in their hearts had filled them to the point of 
overflowing! It was big enough to satisfy their every need and, at the same 
time, too big to hold onto. They had to let it out, and one path for them to 
do that was giving generously to others. 

This is a good definition of generosity: being filled up with the gospel 
and finding satisfaction in it so much so that we see giving to others 
as a privilege. Generosity is not measured by the amount we give; it is 
measured by the joyful hearts behind what we give. The Macedonian 
Christians experienced this joy; Paul wanted the Corinthian Christians to 
have that same joy; and we should want to experience it as well. 

How can the materially poor be graciously generous 
with others?

What are some ways we can expand our ability to be 
generous with others?

2.  God gives us wealth that we might share it 
with others (2 Cor. 8:10-15). 
Paul used a curious phrase in verse 6 in the previous passage, saying 

that Titus could “complete…this act of grace” given to him by passing on 
what he’d been given. It sounds on the surface that if it must be 
completed, then something must be lacking in grace. But this is not what 
Paul meant. The phrasing is similar to his thinking in Colossians 1:24, 
where he wrote, “in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s 
afflictions for the sake of his body.” There is, of course, nothing lacking in 
Christ’s afflictions; His atoning work on the cross was complete and 
perfect. It lacks for nothing, least of all anything that we can do. The 
gospel of Christ’s cross is unimprovable! 

What Paul meant, however, is that the implications of that work are 
still going forth. The application of Christ’s substitutionary atonement 
continued in Paul’s mission to proclaim the gospel, and it continues today 
in the modern church’s mission to do the same. So it is not that Christ’s 
cross is lacking but that the fullness of the number being impacted by it is 
not yet complete. In this sense, that is what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions. 

It’s in this sense that the grace given to Titus was lacking. Paul was saying 
that if God’s grace given out simply stopped with Titus or the Corinthian 
church, then that would be evidence that they hadn’t really received God’s 
grace in the first place! It becomes complete, or perfected, when it radiates 
out in gracious generosity to others who need it too. God does not give us the 
wealth of His grace that it might be monopolized greedily by us. The same 
grace that imparts our salvation impacts our witness. 

 Voices from 
the Church
“The church today is 
growing among the shanty 
towns of Africa and the 
favelas and barrios of Latin 
America. When we look at 
the church throughout the 
world, God is choosing the 
weak and lowly to shame 
the power and wealth of 
the West. It seems that 
God’s response to the 
imperialism of global 
capitalism is to raise up a 
mighty church in the very 
places this new empire 
marginalizes and exploits. 
Let the Western church 
take note.” 5 

–Tim Chester  
and Steve Timmis

 Further 
Commentary
“When it comes to giving, 
our projects should, 
however, be reasonable, 
and within our present 
means (8:12). What is being 
talked about is sharing. We 
are not being asked to give 
away all that we possess so 
that we ourselves are left 
in dire straits (8:13). Paul 
expects the Corinthians to 
give what is not absolutely 
essential for survival to 
help their Christian brothers 
in Jerusalem survive. 
One day, the believers in 
Jerusalem may be asked 
to do the same for the 
Corinthians (8:14). This is 
the equality of which Paul 
speaks. He concludes by 
quoting the words from 
Exodus 16:18 which express 
the same principle (8:15).” 6 

–Issiaka Coulibaly
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This is why Paul wrote next about finishing the task: 

10 And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year 
ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. 11 So 
now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may 
be matched by your completing it out of what you have. 12 For if the 
readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not 
according to what he does not have. 13 For I do not mean that others 
should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 14 your 
abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their 
abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. 15 As it is 
written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever 
gathered little had no lack.”

Paul’s use of the word “fairness” is curious here as well. He was not 
saying that all people should, or even could, have the same amount of 
money. There are plenty of Scripture passages about wealth and poverty, 
and not all of them make wealth out to be bad or poverty out to be 
good. Christians are called unequivocally to care for the poor; this is not 
optional for the church, and it is a hallmark of the church’s witness in 
a broken and unjust world. But the kind of equality Paul was speaking 
about has everything to do with our intrinsic dignity as persons as well as 
our universal intrinsic spiritual poverty apart from God. 

Why should people with a surplus share with those who lack so that all 
may have some? Because we are all people made in God’s image, standing 
equally in need of the gospel before the only holy God. Put in this spiritual 
context, Paul makes monetary and material generosity a reflection of the 
gospel. We can financially and materially raise others up in a way that 
reflects our equality as persons. After all, within the church, we have equal 
status as brothers and sisters in Christ, united by His blood and forged 
together in one Spirit to receive equal access to God’s Spirit and grace. 

Thinking of it this way makes “leveling the playing field” seem 
apparent. Captured by the grace of God in Christ, in whom we receive 
the treasure of eternal life, we now worry much less about who hasn’t 
“earned their keep” or worked as hard as we have for what we’ve achieved. 
All notions of earning and achieving go out the window when we realize 
we’ve been given an inheritance in heaven that neither moth nor rust 
can destroy. 

This is one of the reasons God gives to us so super-abundantly. Sure, 
God delights in providing for His own, but it is more than that, it is 
grander than that. God gives us more than we need precisely so we can 
share what we have been given with others. He gives so that we will give, 
emulating His heart. 

 Further 
Commentary
“[T]he apostle’s exhortation 
in 2 Cor. 8:8-15 calls for 
giving that is voluntary, 
grace-infused, and 
proportionate to one’s 
resources. Giving is to be 
a joy and an expression of 
grace as God’s Spirit works 
in us. At the same time, it 
should be proportionate 
to the resources we have. 
We should examine our 
‘surplus’ against the ‘needs’ 
of others. The concepts 
of ‘surplus’ and ‘need’ are 
vital to our understanding 
of the relevance of Paul’s 
words for us at this point. 
In context, ‘surplus’ does 
not mean whatever you 
happen to have left over 
after you have spent lavishly 
on yourself. Rather, ‘surplus’ 
refers to the resources one 
has after basic needs in life 
are met. At the same time 
‘need’ or ‘shortfall’ refers 
to a lack in basic needs 
for life. What would happen 
if the body of Christ…began 
to give in accordance 
with Paul’s exhortation to 
the Corinthians?” 7 

–George H. Guthrie

 Voices from 
Church History
“You can always give 
without loving, but you can 
never love without giving.” 8 

–Amy Carmichael  
(1867-1951)
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God knows the joy of giving and wants us to experience that joy as 
well. That is why eagerness is another posture of the heart that should 
accompany giving along with love. We are to be eager to help others for 
their good, sharing in God’s heart of joyful giving. 

But notice there is one more level at play here. Paul encouraged the 
Corinthians to give of their surplus so that the ones to whom they gave 
would in turn give from their abundance as well. Paul was not suggesting 
that the Corinthians give primarily to get something back in return. He 
was reminding them that there might come a time when the roles would 
be reversed and God would move their hearts just like He had moved the 
Corinthians’ hearts on this occasion. That is God’s desire for the church—
that we each strive to out-give one another with joy, knowing that we can 
always rely on one another in any time of need. 

In addition to love and eagerness, what other qualities 
should accompany our generosity, and why are these 
qualities so important when it comes to being generous?

In what way is our thankfulness for what we have 
connected to our level of generosity?

3.  God calls us to give cheerfully out of gratitude 
(2 Cor. 9:6-15). 
Imagine two small children arguing over toys. One child is 

monopolizing a play set, refusing to share with the other. A well-meaning 
adult comes along and reprimands the selfish child and orders him to 
share, or else there will be consequences. The selfish child dutifully 
complies, offering up space to play and some of the toys belonging to the 
play set. The child who can now play with the toys is happy enough, but 
the child who shared is grumbling, even if just internally. How generous 
would you say that child was being in this situation? 

Giving to get something back—or giving with disgruntled reluctance—
is far from generosity. This was what Paul addressed when he wrote the 
following in 2 Corinthians 9:6-15: 

6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must 
give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound 
to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may 
abound in every good work. 9 As it is written,

“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.”

 Voices from 
Church History
“Christ directs us to 
manifest our godliness 
to others. Godliness is as 
it were a light that shines 
in the soul: Christ directs 
that this light should not 
only shine within, but 
that it should shine out 
before men, that they 
may see it. But which way 
shall this be? ’Tis by our 
good works.” 9 

–Jonathan Edwards  
(1703-1758)

 Further 
Commentary
“All our giving, whether to 
God or to other people, 
should be voluntary and 
cheerful. However, we 
should note that Paul is 
calling for joyful generosity 
in a project that will not 
directly benefit him or 
meet the needs of his 
own ministry. This is a 
reminder that while we 
should give generously and 
cheerfully for the needs 
of our own churches, we 
should be even more 
eager to give to mission 
projects that will help other 
needy people beyond our 
church borders.” 10 

–Jacob Cherian
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10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 
and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way to be generous in 
every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 For the 
ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is 
also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13 By their approval of 
this service, they will glorify God because of your submission that comes 
from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your 
contribution for them and for all others, 14 while they long for you and 
pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 Thanks 
be to God for his inexpressible gift!

Notice that Paul ended this section with a word of praise: “Thanks be 
to God!” Why? Because true generosity is fundamentally an act of 
worship. When he says in verse 7 that one should not give reluctantly or 
out of compulsion, he didn’t mean we shouldn’t give. He simply meant 
that our hearts should be in the right place. We ought to give of our time, 
talents, and treasures willingly and cheerfully, demonstrating we hold 
these things loosely compared to the security we have in Christ Jesus. To 
give reluctantly says that we really find money and worldly things to be 
comparable or even of greater worth than Christ. 

Likewise, to give “under compulsion” says that we’d rather not but 
we’re being made to give out of duty and obligation—like the child being 
made to share. But giving cheerfully is how we say: “Of course I’ll share! 
It’s just money, after all. I have an eternal treasure in Christ that supplies 
all my needs.” We give cheerfully when we give out of the overflow of 
thanksgiving to God, who has given us the indescribable gift of His Son. 

How can individuals and the church work to strengthen the 
mind-set of giving as worship? 

Paul was careful to remind the Corinthians that generosity comes 
without risk because God would provide all their needs and they would 
be enriched even further for their generosity. In essence, he was reminding 
them that God’s resources are as limitless as His love for us. So there 
should be no fear in giving generously. 

While this should be a great comfort and encouragement to us, we need 
to be very careful with how we understand what God has promised and 
what He has not. God promises to supply all of our needs, not all of our 
wants. And this is where we need to be careful because we can often confuse 
our needs and our wants. There may be times when our generosity causes us 
to sacrifice and perhaps even suffer, times when giving is difficult, which is 
actually another way to measure the level of our generosity. Are we joyfully 
giving even if it means we have to do without something that we desire? 

 Further 
Commentary
“For Paul, having all you 
need means having enough 
for every good work. 
Paul’s point is that ‘God 
will provide the means 
to be generous, that one 
can sow “liberally” (which 
also means freely and 
cheerfully, v. 7a) in the 
confidence that God will 
bestow a liberal harvest.’ 
The more we give, the more 
we will be given by God to 
share with others. We may 
not have all the money that 
we want, but we will have 
all the money we need to 
be abundant in our giving 
to others.” 11 

–David E. Garland
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And this is where our generosity can make a notable impact on our 
culture. Sacrificial giving is hard to understand for those who have not 
experienced the gospel. The world’s logic is take care of yourself first and 
then, if you have anything left over, be generous. This sort of generosity 
only comes from the surplus of a person’s surplus—after savings, 
retirement investment, car payments, vacations, and so forth have been 
made. Sacrificial giving is a foreign concept, never mind cheerful sacrificial 
giving. When we give sacrificially and cheerfully, we have the opportunity 
to present the gospel in powerful ways to those around us. 

What are some ways that our giving might distract from 
thankfulness and praise being directed toward God?

What are some examples of the sowing/reaping principle in 
verse 6 that you have experienced yourself or seen in others?

Conclusion 
How much will be enough? Just a little more, we think. But to chase 

“enough” on earth is, as Solomon said, “a striving after wind.” We can 
take some important cues from Solomon in this regard. As one of the most 
powerful and prestigious kings in all of history, he had more than he ever 
could have dreamed. In Ecclesiastes 2:4-11, he recounted all the material 
goods he had managed to acquire: mansions, gardens, lakes, servants, 
livestock, silver and gold, concubines, art, and artists! In the end, he called 
all of his accumulation “vanity” (v. 11). Why? 

Solomon tells us why in Ecclesiastes 3:11: “[God] has put eternity 
into man’s heart.” This is that God-shaped hole we hear so much about. 
Because we are made in God’s image, we were made for more than life 
right now—we were made for eternity. Material possessions don’t fill this 
deepest longing of the heart; only God does. And when we experience 
God, we see money and possessions for what they really are, not as a 
source of joy but as a means to joy as we live generously with what God 
has given us. Joy is not found in what we hold onto but instead in what we 
give away. 

CHRIST CONNECTION: In Jesus Christ, we have both a model 
and a motivation for generosity. Because God has been merciful 
and generous to us by giving us His Son, we are empowered to be 
merciful and generous toward others.

 Voices from 
the Church
“He who lays up treasures 
on Earth spends his life 
backing away from his 
treasures. To him, death 
is loss. He who lays up 
treasures in Heaven looks 
forward to eternity; he’s 
moving daily toward his 
treasures. To him, death 
is gain. He who spends his 
life moving away from his 
treasures has reason to 
despair. He who spends 
his life moving toward his 
treasures has reason to 
rejoice. Are you despairing 
or rejoicing?” 12 

–Randy Alcorn
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Get expert insights on weekly studies through Ministry 
Grid at MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject. 
Grow with other group leaders at the Group Ministry 
blog at LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry.

Study Material

 - “Someone Worth Losing Everything”—Chapter 1 from Radical 
by David Platt

 - “4 Ways Satan Uses Christian Generosity for Evil”—Article by Darren 
Carlson; find a link to this article at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources 

 - Previous Biblical Illustrator articles, including “The Churches of 
Macedonia,” can be purchased, along with other articles for this quarter, 
at LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator. Look for Bundles: The Gospel Project.
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Once Greedy, Now Generous

Tip of the Week
Knowing Your Major 

Every diploma represents countless hours of reading, writing, and 
successfully passed tests. College diplomas also represent the meeting of 
standards in a selected field of study. That defined field of study usually 
signifies a path for the future of that graduate. It is what he or she thinks 
they will do or become. We wouldn’t expect a person who majored in 
physics to become a history teacher. If your group were being awarded 
a degree, what would be the major listed on the diploma? Would your 
group be recognized for the study done, the reaching of others, the care 
for those already in the group, or all of these things? Take some time to 
evaluate your group, and begin to set in motion actions that will help you 
accomplish your major as a group.

Sermon

Jim Richards: “Grace Giving” 

Find a link to this at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

Additional Resources
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of Evangelism and Student Ministry and holds the Bailey 
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Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina. He also serves as 
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children and one grandson. He is the author of many books, 
including Sharing Jesus Without Freaking Out.  

Katie Orr (sessions 2-5), creator of the FOCUSed15 Bible 
study method, is passionate about equipping busy women 
to experience God daily. She is a Bible teacher, speaker, and 
prolific writer for blogs, magazines, and Sunday School 
curriculum. A former Cru (Campus Crusade for Christ) staff 
member and mother to three young children, she and pastor-
husband Chris are part of the church revitalization movement.

Eric Mason (special session) is the founding pastor of Epiphany 
Fellowship in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He is married to 
Yvette and has three sons, Immanuel, Nehemiah, and Ephraim, 
and one living daughter, Amalyah. He is also the founder and 
president of Thriving, a resource organization committed to 
developing leaders for urban ministry. He earned a PhD from 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and has authored three 
books: Manhood Restored, Beat God to the Punch, and Unleashed. 
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managing editor of For The Church at Midwestern Seminary, 
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