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God’s Word to You 
A Summary of the Bible

In the beginning, the all-powerful, personal God created the universe. This God 
created human beings in His image to live joyfully in His presence, in humble 
submission to His gracious authority. But all of us have rebelled against God 
and, in consequence, must suffer the punishment of our rebellion: physical death 
and the wrath of God.

Thankfully, God initiated a rescue plan, which began with His choosing the 
nation of Israel to display His glory in a fallen world. The Bible describes how 
God acted mightily on Israel’s behalf, rescuing His people from slavery and then 
giving them His holy law. But God’s people—like all of us—failed to rightly 
reflect the glory of God. 

Then, in the fullness of time, in the Person of Jesus Christ, God Himself came to 
renew the world and to restore His people. Jesus perfectly obeyed the law given 
to Israel. Though innocent, He suffered the consequences of human rebellion by 
His death on a cross. But three days later, God raised Him from the dead. 

Now the church of Jesus Christ has been commissioned by God to take the 
news of Christ’s work to the world. Empowered by God’s Spirit, the church 
calls all people everywhere to repent of sin and to trust in Christ alone for our 
forgiveness. Repentance and faith restores our relationship with God and results 
in a life of ongoing transformation.

The Bible promises that Jesus Christ will return to this earth as the conquering 
King. Only those who live in repentant faith in Christ will escape God’s 
judgment and live joyfully in God’s presence for all eternity. God’s message is 
the same to all of us: repent and believe, before it is too late. Confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe with your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, and you will be saved.
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For the past three years, I have had the privilege and joy of serving as The Gospel 
Project for Kids team leader, and now I am grateful to transition and serve as The Gospel 
Project Managing Editor. Before coming to LifeWay, I served in local church ministry 

for nearly 17 years, as a senior pastor or discipleship pastor during much of that time. One of my passions 
in ministry was to come alongside others, dive into God’s Word, and experience gospel transformation 
together. That’s why I was a small group Bible study leader then and why I continue to be one today. 
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In this volume of The Gospel Project, we get to the very heart of our faith—the cross and resurrection of 
Jesus the King. We’ve seen how Jesus lived a perfect life of obedience to the Father. We’ve seen how He 
proclaimed and demonstrated the glory of the coming kingdom of God through His authoritative teaching 
and amazing miracles. But all of Jesus’ words and deeds were building to the greatest demonstration of 
God’s glory—Christ’s willingness to die on the cross in our place for our sins. The perfect Son of God chose 
to lay down His life in order to save sinners like you and me and give us eternal life as adopted sons and 
daughters of God. “Christ crucified.” This is our message for a world in need of salvation.

But the story doesn’t end with the cross. Not only did Jesus lay down His life, but He also took it up 
again and now reigns as the King of kings. The Gospels show us Jesus in the week leading up to the cross 
but also in the weeks following His resurrection. We see Him appear again and again to His followers, 
giving them blessing and benefit as they see the risen Lord.

Before returning to the Father, the risen King appeared to His followers and gave them the Great 
Commission and promised them the Holy Spirit to fulfill it. This is a great story—this is the best story—
and by faith in Jesus, we are part of it. Our prayer for you is that this volume of The Gospel Project will 
empower you to share the good news of Christ crucified and raised so that Jesus the Savior may gather 
even more brothers and sisters into His holy family.
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Session 3

Session

3 For more than a thousand years, the Passover meal celebrated God’s deliverance in the 
exodus of His people from Egypt and simultaneously pointed ahead to an even grander 
sacrifice and work of God. Jesus reinterpreted the Passover meal in light of Himself and 
His coming sacrifice on the cross for the sins of the world. With a demonstration of 
authority and humility, Jesus set forth the pattern of countless Communion celebrations 
that now point back to His new covenant sacrifice and point forward to His coming 
kingdom with holy anticipation. 

1.  A Supper of Humble Service (John 13:1-15) 

1 Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world 
to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.

2 Now when it was time for supper, the devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son, to betray him. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had given 
everything into his hands, that he had come from God, and that he was going back to 
God. 4 So he got up from supper, laid aside his outer clothing, took a towel, and tied it 
around himself. 5 Next, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ 
feet and to dry them with the towel tied around him.

6 He came to Simon Peter, who asked him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet? ”
7 Jesus answered him, “What I’m doing you don’t realize now, but afterward you 

will understand.”
8 “You will never wash my feet,” Peter said.
Jesus replied, “If I don’t wash you, you have no part with me.”
9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not only my feet, but also my hands and my head.”
10 “One who has bathed,” Jesus told him, “doesn’t need to wash anything except his 

feet, but he is completely clean. You are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For he knew who 
would betray him. This is why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

12 When Jesus had washed their feet and put on his outer clothing, he reclined again 
and said to them, “Do you know what I have done for you? 13 You call me Teacher and 
Lord—and you are speaking rightly, since that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have 
given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done for you. 

Undercover Boss is a television series that shows owners and/or senior executives 
assuming a fake identity in order to assess the working culture and conditions within 
their respective companies and get to know entry-level positions and employees. 

The Last Supper

THEOLOGICAL THEME: The Lord’s Supper symbolizes the sacrificial nature 
of Christ’s death. 

Painted by Leonardo da Vinci in the late 
15th century, The Last Supper is one of the most 
iconic paintings in the world. Although the 
painting is not the most accurate depiction of 
the historical setting of the Last Supper, it is 
hauntingly beautiful and remains embedded in 
our collective cultural consciousness as a poignant 
perspective of that final meal. There is something 
ominous and disconcerting about staring at the 
scene and imagining the events of that 
fateful night. 

Why do you think The Last Supper has 
been so prominent as a painting?

What stands out to you the most in the biblical account of the 
Last Supper? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“Why was this sacrament 
ordained at the time of the 
Passover? That we might 
learn that he is the giver of 
the law and that the things 
that are foreshadowed in the 
law are fulfilled in him. The 
Old Testament was a type of 
the things to come. He is the 
truth of those things.” 1 

–John Chrysostom  
(circa 347-407) 
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The climax of each episode is the big reveal when the various lower-level workers that 
the executive worked with are transported to company headquarters or some other 
central location and the boss discloses his or her true identity. Depending on how those 
workers performed their duties over the course of the episode, the boss then rewards or 
even disciplines them. 

The entire life of Jesus was marked by service. He served the crowds and His disciples 
constantly, escaping only for brief interludes of rest in prayer and communion with His 
Father. One might anticipate this last meal to be the moment of His big reveal. Having 
taken the form of a servant until the end of the episode, the King would now remove 
His blue-collar uniform and sit enthroned in royal robes to the awe of His followers. 
That is what we might expect. Instead, the King removed His robe and knelt in yet 
another act of service to the shock of His followers. 

How would you define the word serve?

What other examples can you think of in which God “serves” His people?

Jesus’ act of washing feet shocked the disciples, but again, Jesus’ entire life was marked 
by service. In fact, it was the very reason why He came. Far from a peripheral aspect 
of His life and ministry, service was at the very heart of who He is and what He does. 
Consider the profound words of Mark 10:42-45: “Jesus called them over and said to 
them, ‘You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and those in high positions act as tyrants over them. But it is not so among you. On the 
contrary, whoever wants to become great among you will be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first among you will be a slave to all. For even the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.’ ”

What would motivate such service? What kind 
of posture of heart would incline someone to lay 
aside privilege and preference for the sake of 
others? In a word—humility. Christ’s service is 
not begrudging or selfish; it is selfless and 
sacrificial. He sees the needs of His people and 
He responds. What a glorious picture of 
humble service. In fact, Paul appealed to Jesus’ 
pre-existence, incarnation, and exaltation as the 
paradigm for humble service in the Christian life 
(Phil. 2:1-8). 

After washing the dusty feet of His disciples, Jesus 
reclined again at the table and issued a challenge and command: “You also should do 
just as I have done for you” (John 13:15). If the King of kings would serve His people, 
how much more should His servants serve each other? 

In what areas of your life are you 
serving others?

In what areas do you expect others to 
serve you?

What are some tangible ways you can cultivate a heart of humble service in your 
home, church, community, and workplace?

 Voices from 
Church History
“Humility is the principle 
of all virtues: it removes 
any contrast, division or 
dissension from human 
beings and plants into them 
peace and charity. And 
through charity it grows 
and increases.” 2 

–Theodore of Mopsuestia 
(circa 350-422) 
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Session 4

Session

4

1.  What actions of humble service to others can you take as you follow the 
example of Jesus?

2.  How should we respond when we participate in the Lord’s Supper, which 
commemorates Jesus’ new covenant sacrifice on our behalf?

3.  How should the reminder of Jesus’ future return impact our mission to share 
with others the good news of Jesus’ sacrifice for us?

HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to take the Lord’s Supper, 
looking back to Christ’s finished work and looking forward to 
Christ’s return. The Savior Is Arrested

THEOLOGICAL THEME: Jesus is the Son of God and the Son of Man, sent 
by His Father to face judgment for our sin.

Tabloid magazines and websites make their money on the backs of celebrity arrests. 
Some are not so shocking, while others are rather surprising. Perhaps no arrest has ever 
been so shocking as that of the arrest of Jesus. For years His disciples had assumed 
that His approach to Jerusalem would be an ascent to the throne. Even Jesus’ multiple 
predictions of His own arrest and suffering did not curb their hopes and expectations, 
though they may have tempered them. Whether to purify the temple or overthrow the 
Romans, Jesus was there to lead the people to liberty and life, not be led to captivity and 
death, as they thought. Besides, He was the only innocent person to ever live.

What are some ways we respond when our expectations are unmet or 
someone we respect and trust lets us down?

Have you ever been falsely accused or punished for something you 
didn’t do? How did you respond?

In this session, we will see that Jesus, the Son of God and the Son of Man, chose to obey 
His Father and drink the full cup of suffering and wrath in order to purchase eternal life 
for believers. Even though He would be betrayed and endure false accusations, mockery, 
physical abuse, and death, Jesus accepted the foretold plan of His Father and fulfilled 
His identity as the promised Messiah sent as the Savior of the world. 
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How to Use The Gospel Project

1
Read the session in preparation 
for group discussion. Record 
any insights or questions you 
may want to discuss during the 
group experience.

2
Gather with your group to 
discuss and learn together what 
God has to say. Contribute to the 
conversation and activities.

3
Apply the truths of the session 
by working through “His Mission, 
Your Mission” with your group or 
by yourself. 

Visit GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content related to the study. 
Visit GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources for links to podcasts, articles, 
and blog posts related to each session.
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Memory Verses

You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have 
done to you.

–John 13:13-15

Unit 1

Jesus the Savior 
Gospels

Writers

Matt Chandler is the Lead Pastor of Teaching at The Village Church in Dallas/Fort 
Worth, Texas, and the president of the Acts 29 church-planting network.
Geoff Ashley serves as pastor at The Parkway Church in McKinney, Texas, after having 
served for ten years of ministry at The Village Church.
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Session 1

Session

1
The Savior Is Anointed for Burial

THEOLOGICAL THEME: Our heart’s condition is revealed either by our 
giving or by our greed. 

Not much can compete with the joy of a young child on Christmas morning. For days 
or even weeks she has seen wonderfully wrapped presents under a lit and decorated tree. 
Her anticipation has built until it is nearly ready to erupt in joyful consummation as 
paper and bow fly through the air in an unwrapping frenzy. 

Not much can compete with that feeling, except 
perhaps the joy of the parent as unbridled 
childhood anticipation collides with the patient 
longing of the parents to see joy’s consummation 
in their child. 

In those moments, it is abundantly clear that it is 
more blessed to give than to receive. Still, we all 
have within us the struggle to gratify ourselves, the 
struggle of greed.

In what areas of your life do you feel as though you are generous? 

What compels your generosity? 

 Voices from  
the Church
“Authentic worship 
always involves obedience 
and sacrifice.” 1 

–Herbert W. Bateman IV  

© 2017 LifeWay Christian Resources. Permission granted to reproduce and distribute within the license agreement with purchaser.
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In this session, we will see a contrast between the generosity of a woman and the 
greed of Judas as manifested in the account of Jesus’ anointing at Bethany. In their 
respective responses to Jesus, we see the importance of giving Him priority and honor 
over everything in our lives. The distinction between these two people serves as an 
opportunity for us to consider our own hearts in light of the opportunity we have to 
express our devotion through visible acts of worship. 

1.  Mary prepares Jesus for His coming death and burial 
(Matt. 26:6-7). 

6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came 
up to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his 
head as he reclined at table.

At first glance, it is hard to appreciate what is happening in this scene. First and 
foremost, who among us would be at all honored by someone sneaking up behind us 
and pouring an entire bottle of canola oil or Chanel No. 5 on our heads? Rather than 
honored, we would be humiliated if not extremely confused. 

Second, we miss the social boundaries from a 
historical perspective. Here we have a woman who 
is interrupting a feast of men. In this particular 
cultural context, this would have been quite the 
cause of confusion and conversation. 

We know that the culture of a people determines 
what is socially acceptable and permissible, 
but throughout the Scripture, we find that the 
kingdom of God turns expectations upside down. 
We see this evidence of upside-down expectations 
even from the beginning of the scene with Jesus 
eating in the home of a man identified as a “leper” 
(see Lev. 13–14 for the requirements of the Mosaic 
law as it relates to leprosy). 

 Voices from  
the Church
“Matthew’s unnamed 
woman is Jesus’ invitation 
to all women, and men and 
children, to come to the table 
of Christian koinonia…There 
is no hierarchy of holiness 
upon entrance, and there is 
no pedigree and no degree 
requirement for entrance. 
The only prerequisite is faith 
in Jesus. All who have faith in 
Jesus can come for a meal.” 2 

–Sean Douglas O’Donnell   
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What are some other evidences you can think of from Scripture of the 
kingdom of God reversing expectations?

How does seeing this context help us better appreciate who Jesus is and 
what He does? 

From the parallel account in John 12, we learn 
that this woman who anointed Jesus was Mary, 
the sister of Martha and Lazarus. Mary’s original 
intentions are not entirely clear. Was she expressing 
in this act of devotion her belief that Jesus is the 
Christ, meaning the anointed One of God? 

Or perhaps Mary was one of the first in the 
Gospels to really understand that the messianic 
mission would march through a tomb. Whether 
Mary was initially and intentionally aware of the 
significance of her action or not, Jesus clearly saw 
the act as stretching beyond the present into the 
future. In this simple glorious act, she has prepared 
Jesus for His upcoming burial (Matt. 26:12). 

What feelings do you think Mary might 
have experienced as these events unfolded?

How have you faced humiliation and shame for devotion to Jesus? 

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
59. Christ as Sacrifice

There are several signs, 
symbols, and pointers in 
the Old Testament that 
foreshadowed Christ 
as being the sacrificial 
Lamb of God who would 
take away the sins of the 
world. However, unlike the 
sacrificial system of the Old 
Testament, whose sacrifices 
were unable to take away sin 
(Heb. 10:4), Christ’s sacrifice 
on the cross was able to 
permanently, “once and for 
all,” take away sins.
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2.  Jesus praises Mary’s extravagant gift of love 
(Matt. 26:8-13). 

8 And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 9 For 
this could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” 10 But Jesus, aware of 
this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing 
to me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 12 In 
pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 13 Truly, 
I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done 
will also be told in memory of her.”

“Why this waste?” 
A simple question from the perspective of the disciples. For them there was no compelling 
reason to empty an entire bottle of valuable oil upon the head of Jesus. Regardless of their 
true motivations, they missed the significance of this act of devotion and expressed their 
belief that her gift was wasted. But in demeaning this woman and the value of her act, the 
disciples unknowingly demeaned Jesus and His coming death and resurrection. 

This was an extravagant gift. Matthew described the perfume as “very expensive”; 
both Mark and John include that it was an expensive oil valued around 300 denarii 
(Mark 14:3,5; John 12:3,5). Considering that a denarius was roughly equivalent to a 
day’s wages, this jar was worth nearly one year’s salary. Imagine someone today taking 
$50,000 and setting it on fire and you will understand the confusion of the disciples. 

Now imagine someone giving her life savings for 
the sake of Christ and you will understand the 
devotion of Mary. Since women generally were 
not able to have jobs that would provide such 
income, this was probably a family heirloom 
with sentimental value in addition to its 
monetary value. 

In return for her devotion, she was met with 
disdain by the disciples. They were indignant in their response and sought to scold her. 
But their anger was motivated more by love of their own kingdoms than love for the 
kingdom of God. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“He is no fool who gives what 
he cannot keep to gain what 
he cannot lose.” 3 

–Jim Elliot (1927-1956) 
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But the condemnation from the disciples is juxtaposed with Jesus’ incredible commendation. 

“Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me.” 
This “beautiful thing” that she has done bears hints of Jesus’ earlier commendation 
of the widow’s offering (Mark 12:41-44). Though on opposite ends of the spectrum 
in regard to the intrinsic value of their individual gifts, both acts share the common 
denominator of wholehearted devotion, thus demonstrating that an act of sacrifice has 
value by virtue of motivation and intent, not inherent worth. 

How do you measure the value of your giving?

“You always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me.”
The desire to provide for the poor is a noble desire as well. After all, the Bible commands 
it and the apostles exemplified such a longing (Prov. 21:13; 22:9; Gal. 2:10; 1 John 3:17). 
But the Bible also suggests that there is a time for all things (Eccl. 3:1-8). There is a time 
to give your oil to the poor and there is a time to pour your oil on Christ. 

“Wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will 
also be told in memory of her.”
Not only did Jesus praise her action, but He declared that it would be forever etched in 
the narrative of the gospel as an example of devotion and love. Likewise, the people of 
God are compelled by love to give to the work of God’s kingdom (Acts 4:32-35).

Why do you think Jesus singled out Mary’s act of devotion as an 
enduring example?
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3.  Judas plans the betrayal of Jesus for 30 pieces of silver 
(Matt. 26:14-16). 

14 Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 
15 and said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him 
thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he sought an opportunity to betray him.

When Don Richardson, a missionary to New Guinea, first began to share the gospel 
with the Sawi tribe, he became aware of the extreme cultural divide that separated the 
tribe from a Christian understanding of the last days of Jesus’ life. In particular, the 
Sawi understanding was distorted by their cultural commendation of betrayal. For the 
Sawi, treachery was a virtue to be celebrated. 

As Richardson progressed through telling the narrative of the gospel, the narrative 
tension and suspense increased until the events of Judas’ betrayal, at which point 
the Sawi began to celebrate. Rather than seeing the betrayal as the wicked rejection 
of the King, Judas was viewed as the hero of the story, given his skillful duplicity 
and infidelity. 4 

What are some forms of betrayal that are common in our culture?

What underlying motivations can fuel the betrayal in these cases?

Matthew’s Gospel immediately moves from the anointing by Mary to the betrayal by 
Judas, and what is implicit in his account is made explicit in John’s Gospel. According 
to John 12, it was Judas who led the chorus of condemnation of the woman’s anointing, 
and it was not from love of man but love of money. Thus, when he went to the chief 
priests and asked for payment, his motivations had already been exposed. Judas was not 
driven primarily by religious or theological conviction but by greed. 
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The contrast between Judas and Mary could not be more striking. Mary was willing to 
forfeit wealth for Jesus. Judas was willing to forfeit Jesus for wealth. 

The contrast between Judas and Jesus is even more stunning. Judas sacrificed others for 
his own gain. Jesus sacrificed Himself for the gain of others.

This was no last minute and accidental betrayal in the heat of the moment. Judas was 
not cornered by the priests, nor did he just give in to his fleshly desires in a moment of 
passion and weakness. He walked two miles (the distance from Bethany to Jerusalem) 
over a mountain and through a valley in the middle of the night in order to seek out 
someone who might meet his craving for money. 

The chief priests were more than happy to oblige, as they had been seeking an 
opportunity against Jesus for quite some time. Judas’ arrival and willingness represented 
the open door they needed. 

Furthermore, Scripture testifies that Judas’ actions 
were influenced by Satanic desire (Luke 22:3-6), 
and it was Satan who had previously left 
Jesus until an “opportune time,” according to 
Luke 4:13. The desires of the chief priests, Judas, 
and Satan all converged in this one opportunity 
for betrayal.

It is doubtful that anyone doing this study is 
compelled by the exact same motivations as Satan 
or the chief priests. Even the most hardened 
pagan is hardly actively seeking to crucify Christ. 
None of us has ever betrayed Jesus in exactly 
the same manner in which Judas did. Yet we are 
all creatures driven by desire; our cravings and 
longings are reflections of our loves and lusts. And 
the Bible teaches that our hearts are naturally 
inclined toward our own kingdoms and glory 
apart from the work of the Spirit to grant us new 
hearts and desires.  

 Voices from 
Church History
“If we consider the unblushing 
promises of reward and the 
staggering nature of the 
rewards promised in the 
Gospels, it would seem that 
Our Lord finds our desires not 
too strong, but too weak. We 
are half-hearted creatures, 
fooling about with drink 
and sex and ambition when 
infinite joy is offered us, like 
an ignorant child who wants 
to go on making mud pies in 
a slum because he cannot 
imagine what is meant 
by the offer of a holiday 
at the sea. We are far too 
easily pleased.” 5 

–C. S. Lewis (1898-1963) 
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As we close out this section, let us make the most of the opportunity we have to 
consider the condition of our own heart before the Lord. Reject the greed of Judas; 
strive to be like Mary, who gave her most precious possession for Christ; but even more 
so, strive to be like Christ, who gave Himself fully and freely to set us free from bondage 
to greed and lust.

How might you begin to cultivate a greater love for Christ that compels 
you toward generosity and sacrifice?

Conclusion 

If our motivation for giving is to receive praise from others or something in return, that 
is nothing more than greed. If our outright greed moves us to withhold generosity, then 
we have revealed that God’s call on our lives is secondary to our comfort. It also shows 
that we treasure things other than God and long for our own glory over Christ’s. 

The Bible is clear: the people of God are marked by their joyful giving (2 Cor. 9:7). Even 
when our complex hearts reveal the deadly mix of generosity and greed, the convicting 
power of God’s Spirit moves us to repent and honor God. As God has given His Son 
for us out of the overflow of His heart, so He calls and compels His people to express 
their devotion through visible acts of worship. Let us follow the example of Mary, 
exemplifying love and devotion to our Savior in our generosity. 

CHRIST CONNECTION: Pouring expensive oil on Jesus was not a waste but 
an act of worship. By allowing Mary to anoint Him, Jesus showed that He 
is more valuable than anything. This act of devotion foreshadowed Jesus’ 
death and burial.
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1.  How can we grow in our understanding and thankfulness for Jesus’ 
crucifixion and burial? How should this impact our witness for Jesus?

2.  How can our acts of generosity honor Jesus and serve as an example 
for others?

3.  What are a few practical steps you can take to begin to practice generosity 
as an overflow of devotion and worship?

HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to treasure Christ above all 
wealth and to express our devotion through visible acts of worship.



128 Personal Study Guide

SESSION 1
1. Herbert W. Bateman IV, “A Call to Authentic 
Worship,” in Authentic Worship: Hearing 
Scripture’s Voice, Applying Its Truths, ed. Herbert 
W. Bateman IV (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2002), 48.

2. Sean Douglas O’Donnell, Matthew: All 
Authority in Heaven and on Earth, in Preaching 
the Word (Wheaton: Crossway, 2014), 
[WORDsearch]. 

3. Jim Elliot, quoted in Through Gates of 
Splendor, by Elisabeth Elliot (Wheaton: 
Tyndale, 1986), 172.

4. Don Richardson, Peace Child (Ventura, 
CA: Regal, 2005), 151.

5. C. S. Lewis, “The Weight of Glory,” in The 
Weight of Glory: And Other Addresses (New 
York: HarperCollins, 2001), 26.

SESSION 2
1. Andrew Peterson, “Hosanna!” 
The Rabbit Room, March 24, 2013, 
https://rabbitroom.com/2013/03/hosanna-
a-free-song-for-palm-sunday.

2. Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s 
Commentary on the Whole Bible [WORDsearch].

SESSION 3
1. Chrysostom, The Gospel of Matthew, 
Homily 82.1, quoted in Matthew 14–28, ed. 
Manlio Simonetti, vol. Ib in Ancient Christian 
Commentary on Scripture: New Testament 
(Downers Grove: IVP, 2001) [WORDsearch].

2. Theodore of Mopsuestia, Commentary 
on John, 6.13.3-5, quoted in John 11–21, ed. 
Joel C. Elowsky, vol. IVb in Ancient Christian 
Commentary on Scripture: New Testament 
(Downers Grove: IVP, 2007), 89.

3. Jonathan T. Pennington, “The Lord’s 
Last Supper in the Fourfold Witness of the 
Gospels,” in The Lord’s Supper: Remembering 
and Proclaiming Christ Until He Comes, 
eds. Thomas R. Schreiner and Matthew R. 
Crawford (Nashville: B&H, 2010), 56.

SESSION 4
1. A. B. Bruce, “The Synoptic Gospels,” in 
The Expositor’s Greek Testament, vol. 1, ed. 
W. Robertson Nicoll (New York: Dodd, Mead 
and Company, 1902), 316.

2. John Wesley, “On Divine Providence,” in 
The Essential Works of John Wesley, ed. Alice 
Russie (Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour, 2011), 732.

3. John Huss, quoted in The Renaissance and 
Reformation in Northern Europe, ed. Kenneth 
R. Bartlett and Margaret McGlynn (Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 2014), 13.

SESSION 5
1. Maximus of Turin, Sermons, 57.1, quoted in 
Matthew 14–28, ed. Manlio Simonetti, vol. Ib 
in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: 
New Testament [WORDsearch].

2. Thomas Aquinas, quoted in St.  Thomas 
Aquinas: Universal Doctor of the Church, 
c. 1225-1274 (Charlotte, NC: TAN Books, 1995), 
endnote 1.

3. Craig S. Keener, Matthew, in The IVP 
New Testament Commentary Series (1997) 
[WORDsearch].

SESSION 6
1. Nik Ripken with Gregg Lewis, The Insanity 
of God: A True Story of Faith Resurrected 
(Nashville: B&H, 2013), 304.

2. Cyril of Alexandria, Fragment 317, quoted 
in Matthew 14–28, ed. Manlio Simonetti, 
vol. Ib in Ancient Christian Commentary on 
Scripture: New Testament [WORDsearch].

3. Charles Wesley, “Christ the Lord Is Risen 
Today,” in Baptist Hymnal (Nashville: LifeWay 
Worship, 2008), 270.

SESSION 7
1. J. R. R. Tolkien, The Two Towers (New York: 
Ballantine Books, 1982), 379. 

2. Herschel H. Hobbs, The Baptist Faith 
and Message (Nashville: Convention Press, 
1971), 39.

3. Martin Luther, Sermon on Easter Monday 
(1521), quoted in Luke, ed. Beth Kreitzer, vol. III 
in Reformation Commentary on Scripture 
(Downers Grove: IVP, 2015), 484.

4. Adrian Rogers, in Adrianisms: The Wit and 
Wisdom of Adrian Rogers, vol. 2 (Memphis: 
Love Worth Finding, 2007), 33.

5. Zach Myers, “Taylor University remembers 
case of mistaken identity 10 years later,” 
IndyStar, April 26, 2016, http://www.indystar.
com /stor y/news/2016/04/25/taylor-
university-remembers-case-mistaken-
identity-10-years-later/83522446/index.html.

6. Trevin Wax, Gospel-Centered Teaching 
(Nashville: B&H, 2013), 23.

7. Steven D. Mathewson, Risen: 50 Reasons 
Why the Resurrection Changed Everything 
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 2013), 48.

SESSION 8
1. Francis Dubose, “The Pilgrimage of New 
Life,” in The Mission of God Study Bible, eds. 
Ed Stetzer and Philip Nation (Nashville: B&H, 
2012), 1115.

2. Matthew Henry, Concise Bible 
Commentary (Georgetown, TX: 
WORDsearch, 2011) [WORDsearch].

3. D. A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, 
in The Pillar New Testament Commentary 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008) 
[WORDsearch].

4. Gary M. Burge, John, in The NIV Application 
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
2012) [WORDsearch].

5. Cyril of Alexandria, Commentary on the 
Gospel of John, 12.1, quoted in John 11–21, ed. 
Joel C. Elowsky, vol. IVb in Ancient Christian 
Commentary on Scripture: New Testament 
[WORDsearch].

6. D. A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, 
in The Pillar New Testament Commentary 
[WORDsearch].

SESSION 9
1. Oswald Chambers, in The Quotable 
Oswald Chambers, comp. and ed. David 
McCasland (Grand Rapids: Oswald Chambers 
Publications Associations, 2008), 94.

2. Gary R. Habermas, The Thomas Factor 
(Nashville: B&H, 1999), 37-57. 

3. Gregory the Great, Forty Gospel Homilies, 
26, quoted in John 11–21, ed. Joel C. Elowsky, 
vol. IVb in Ancient Christian Commentary on 
Scripture: New Testament, 367.

4. Mark Buchanan, “The Benefit of the 
Doubt,” Christianity Today, April 3, 2000, 
h t t p: // w w w. c h r i s t i a n i t y t o d ay. c o m /
ct/2000/april3/3.62.html.

5. D. A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, 
in The Pillar New Testament Commentary 
[WORDsearch].

6. Athanasius, Letter 59.10, To Epictetus, 
quoted in John  11–21, ed. Joel C. Elowsky, 
vol. IVb in Ancient Christian Commentary on 
Scripture: New Testament, 372.

SESSION 10
1. John Wesley, “John XXI,” in Wesley’s Notes 
on the Bible, Christian Classics Ethereal 
Library, http://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/
notes.i.v.xxii.html.

2. Saint John Chrysostom, Homily LXXXVIII, 
The Homilies of S.  John Chrysostom, 
Archbishop of Constantinople, on the Gospel 
of St. John, Part II, in A Library of Fathers of the 
Holy Catholic Church, ed. J. H. Parker (London: 
Oxford, 1852), 792.

SESSION 11
1. C. H. Spurgeon, “A Sermon and a 
Reminiscence,” in Sword and the Trowel 
(March 1873), The Spurgeon Archive, http://
www.spurgeon.org/s_and_t/srmn1873.php.

2. Jerome, Commentary on Matthew, 
4.28.18–20, quoted in Matthew 14–28, ed. 
Manlio Simonetti, vol. Ib in Ancient Christian 
Commentary on Scripture: New Testament 
[WORDsearch].

3. John Owen, The Golden Book of John 
Owen, ed. James Moffatt (London: Hodder 
and Stoughton, 1904), 135.

4. Robby Gallaty, Rediscovering Discipleship 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2015) [eBook].

5. David Platt, Christ-Centered Exposition: 
Exalting Jesus in Matthew (Nashville: B&H, 
2014) [WORDsearch].

SESSION 12
1. Henry Martyn, quoted in The Bible 
Exposition Commentary: New Testament, 
vol. 1, by Warren W. Wiersbe (Colorado 
Springs: David C Cook, 2001), 456. 

2. Corrie ten Boom with Jamie Buckingham, 
Tramp for the Lord: The Story That Begins 
Where the Hiding Place Ends (Fort 
Washington, PA: CLC Publications, 1974), 63.

3. D. L. Moody, Secret Power (Gainesville, FL: 
Bridge-Logos, 2006), 75.

SPECIAL SESSION
1. Louisa M. R. Stead, “’Tis So Sweet to 
Trust in Jesus,” in Baptist Hymnal (Nashville: 
LifeWay Worship, 2008), 502.

2. Geoffrey W. Grogan, “Isaiah,” in 
Proverbs–Isaiah, vol. 6 in The Expositor’s 
Bible Commentary, rev. ed. (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2008), 551.

3. Ambrose, Explanation of the Twelve 
Psalms, 37.31-32, quoted in Isaiah 1–39, ed. 
Steven A. McKinion, vol. X in Ancient Christian 
Commentary on Scripture: Old Testament 
(Downers Grove: IVP, 2001) [WORDsearch].

4. Gary V. Smith, Isaiah 1–39, vol. 15a in The 
New American Commentary (Nashville: B&H, 
2007), 284.

Notes



129

To download this quarter’s recommended playlist of songs,  
go to LifeWayWorship.com/GospelProject.
Get the following collection of great songs and artists:

“Our God Alone”—Shelly E. Johnson

“Death Was Arrested”—NorthPoint

“For the Cause”—Keith and Kristyn Getty

“Future/Past”—John Mark McMillan

“God of Calvary”—Chris Tomlin

“Risen”—Covenant Worship

“The Cause of Christ”—Kari Jobe

“Worthy of Your Name”—Passion

“We Believe”—Steven Curtis Chapman

“He Leadeth Me”—First Worship

“My Story”—Big Daddy Weave

“God Is on the Move”—7eventh Time Down

PLAYLIST
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1. PROMOTE GOSPEL TRANSFORMATION, NOT BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION

Every session points participants to the gospel of Jesus Christ as the source of 
life-transformation and the foundation for spiritual growth.

2. SEE HOW THE WHOLE BIBLE FITS TOGETHER

From Genesis to Revelation, understand how the entire Bible reveals God’s plan of 
redemption through Jesus Christ.

3. UNITE EVERY AGE IN CHRIST-CENTERED STUDY

For churches that wish to align all ages, The Gospel Project provides Christ-centered 
study for babies through adults.

4. COMPEL MEN AND WOMEN TO LIVE ON MISSION

Every session challenges participants to consider how the gospel compels them to live on 
mission every day.

5. UNDERSTAND THE KEY THEMES OF CHRISTIANITY

Helps men and women identify and understand 99 essential theological doctrines of the 
Christian faith as they are found throughout the Bible.

The Gospel Project Core Values





The Gospel Project
Jesus Saves

Jesus came into the world to save sinners, but His path to do 
so was one of pain and agony. By virtue of His perfect life in 
obedience to His Father, He was able to stand in our place and 
take the punishment that we deserve for our sin—death. By the 
plan of God, carried out at the hands of sinful men, Jesus the 
Savior drank the cup of God’s wrath while being crucified on a 
cross. He gave His life so that we might live, and the wonder of 
His resurrection from the dead shouts that sin and death are now 
defeated enemies for those who trust in the Savior.

As the risen King, Jesus appeared to His followers on numerous 
occasions, confirming His resurrection, answering doubts, and 
commissioning the citizens of His kingdom. The Scriptures testify 
to Him and now so do His disciples. The risen King has ascended to 
heaven where He reigns even now at the right hand of the Father. 
But Jesus is still with His followers on their gospel mission through 
the Holy Spirit, who empowers the King’s ambassadors to proclaim 
far and wide the good news of a crucified and resurrected King.

What’s Next? 
WINTER 2017-18
Volume 10: The Church on Mission
The Spirit Who Empowers (Acts)
The God Who Sends (Acts)

 
SPRING 2018
Volume 11: Letters to God’s People
The God Who Directs His People (Epistles)
The God Who Changes Us (Epistles)

SOME OF OUR UPCOMING WRITERS
Mike Cosper
Daniel Im
Katie Orr

Web: GospelProject.com   Twitter: @Gospel_Project   Facebook: TheGospelProject
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