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BIBLE VERSE
We know God loves us.  
1 John 4:16 (Paraphrase)

We have come to know and to 
believe the love that God has for 
us. 1 John 4:16 (CSB)

We have known and believed the 
love that God hath to us.  
1 John 4:16 (KJV)

And so we know and rely on the 
love God has for us.  
1 John 4:16 (NIV)

So we have come to know and to 
believe the love that God has for 
us. 1 John 4:16 (ESV)

And we have known and believed 
the love that God has for us.  
1 John 4:16 (NKJV)

UNIT 1. JESUS, THE GREAT TEACHER

SCHEDULE AND PROPS 

Huddle Ups (optional; time varies) 
Props (per each small group):

 •“Draw Your Family”–drawing 
paper, markers

 •“Jesus Told About a Loving 
Father”–coloring supplies, 
coloring sheets

 •“Ice a Cookie”–Allergy Alert, 
plain sugar cookies, icing, 
sprinkles, plastic knives, small 
plates, napkins

Countdown Video (3 minutes)
Props: none

Worship Song (3 minutes)
Props: none

Welcome and Prayer (5 minutes)
Props: none

Miss Lindy’s Library  
(3-5 minutes)
Props: none

Connection Point Game  
(10 minutes)
Props: 2 inflated balloons

Worship Song (3 minutes)
Props: 2 inflated balloons (reuse 

from Connection Point Game)

Bible Story (10 minutes)
Props: Bible, 2 inflated balloons 

(reuse from Connection Point 
Game)

Worship Song and Offering  
(3 minutes)
Props: none

Connection Point Bible Verse  
(5-8 minutes)
Props: none

Connection Point Missions  
(5-8 minutes)
Props: none

Real Life Connections  
(3-5 minutes)
Props: none

MUSIC AND MEDIA

 • Countdown: Countdown video

 • Worship Song:  
“All We Need to Know”

 • Welcome and Prayer:  
Life Point and Bible Verse 
slides

 • Miss Lindy’s Library:  
Miss Lindy’s Library video

 • Connection Point Game: 
Connection Point Game slide

 • Worship Song:  
“We Love to Learn About Jesus”

 • Bible Story:  
Bible Story and Christ Focus 
slides; Bible Story Time video 
(optional)

 • Worship Song and Offering: 
Worship song of your choice

 • Connection Point Bible Verse: 
Connection Point Bible Verse 
and Bible Verse slides

 • Connection Point Missions: 
Connection Point Missions 
slide; “Dentists on the Lake” 
missions video

 • Real Life Connections:  
Real Life Connections and  
Life Point slides

SUGGESTED USE DATE: March 22

SESSION 4
Jesus Told About a Loving Father 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Luke 15:11-32

LIFE POINT
Jesus taught that God always loves.

CHRIST FOCUS
God loves people so much that  
He sent Jesus!

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Jesus taught people what God is like 
by what He said and did.
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HUDDLE UPS (OPTIONAL)
Huddle Ups are for churches that have a drop-off 
time before the session begins or a pick-up time as 
parents arrive at the end of the session. It’s a great 
time for interaction with a small group leader through 
games, conversations, or review questions. Play the 
countdown video to signal the end of Huddle Ups 
and the beginning of the session.

➡➡ Estimated time: varies according to schedule

➡➡ Tech: none

➡➡ People: Small Group Leaders

➡➡ Supplies (for each small group):

 •“Draw Your Family”–drawing paper; markers

 •“Jesus Told About a Loving Father”–coloring 
supplies, coloring sheets

 •“Ice a Cookie”–Allergy Alert, plain sugar cookies, 
icing, sprinkles, plastic knives, small plates, 
napkins

DRAW YOUR FAMILY
Prep: none

 • Invite each child to draw a picture of his family. 

 • Help kids add the names of the people they draw. 
(Assist kids with spelling or write what kids dictate.)

 • Lead kids to talk about things their families enjoy 
doing together.

 • Invite each preschooler to show his drawing and 
tell something good about his family.

 • Say a short prayer and thank God for families.

 • Comment that families love each other. Explain that 
today’s Bible story tells about a man who loved his 
son very much.

JESUS TOLD ABOUT A LOVING FATHER
Prep: Print a coloring sheet for each child.

 • Tell preschoolers they will hear a Bible story about 
a father who loved his son even though he made 
bad choices.

 • Distribute coloring supplies and coloring sheets. 

 • Invite preschoolers to color their pages while they 
wait for the session to begin.

ICE A COOKIE
Prep: Be sure to post an allergy alert 
or inform parents of the snack as they drop off 
their kids. Place a cookie, a spoonful of icing, and a 
plastic knife on each plate.

 • Suggest preschoolers spread icing on their 
cookies. Assist in shaking sprinkles onto the  
iced cookies.

 • Comment that the cookies look like party food.

 • Briefly review the Bible story and ask: “Who 
planned a party? Why did the father want  
to celebrate?” 

 • Comment that even though the son made poor 
choices, the father loved his son and was very glad 
he came home.

 • Remind kids that God always loves us even when 
we make poor choices.

 • Enjoy eating the cookies together.

COUNTDOWN VIDEO
➡➡ Estimated time: 3 minutes 

➡➡ Tech: Countdown video 

➡➡ People: none 

➡➡ Props: none

(Play countdown video to signal the beginning of 
worship time. Kids will count aloud as they join the 
large group.)

WORSHIP SONG
➡➡ Estimated time: 3 minutes

➡➡ Tech: Music video, mics for singers,  
lights (optional)

➡➡ Music: “All We Need to Know” (lead sheet 
available on DVD-ROM) or download 
a worship song of your choice 

➡➡ People: Worship Leader and/or Worship Team

➡➡ Props: none

WORSHIP LEADER
Who loves you? (Allow kids to respond.) Your family 
loves you! Let’s pretend to be different members of 
our families as we walk around the room. (Lead kids 
to respond to each of the following prompts.)
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 •If you were a dad, how would you walk?

 •If you were a baby, how would you move around 
the room?

 •If you were a great grandmother, how would  
you walk?

 •If you were a teenager, how would you walk?

 •If you were a mother, how would you walk?

Today we will hear about a father and his two sons. 
The father loved his sons. 

Our families love us, and God does, too! Let’s sing 
about God’s love.

(Show the music video. Kids stand to sing.)

WELCOME AND PRAYER
➡➡ Estimated time: 5 minutes

➡➡ Tech: Life Point and Bible Verse slides

➡➡ People: Bible Story Leader

➡➡ Props: none 

BIBLE STORY LEADER
Our Bible verse says that God loves us. It is a good 
verse to remember when you feel sad, afraid, or 
lonely. Listen as I say the verse, and then we will say 
it together.

(Show Bible Verse slide—select preferred version.)

(Say the verse. Lead kids to repeat it after you.)

BIBLE VERSE (SELECT PREFERRED VERSION): 
 • We know God loves us. 1 John 4:16 (Paraphrase)

 • We have come to know and to believe the love 
that God has for us. 1 John 4:16 (CSB)

 • We have known and believed the love that God 
hath to us. 1 John 4:16 (KJV)

 • And so we know and rely on the love God has for 
us. 1 John 4:16 (NIV)

 • So we have come to know and to believe the love 
that God has for us. 1 John 4:16 (ESV)

 • And we have known and believed the love that 
God has for us. 1 John 4:16 (NKJV)

I am glad that God loves us. God 
loves (name of child). (Name several 
children or invite preschoolers to name friends.)

Today’s Bible story is a parable that Jesus told. A 
parable is “a story that helps people understand 
about God.” This parable teaches that God loves us 
even when we make poor choices. 

(Show Life Point Slide.)

Jesus taught that God always loves. Let’s say that 
together: “Jesus taught that God always loves.”

Let’s pray and thank God for loving us.

God, thank You that You always love us. Thank 
You for sending Jesus! Please help us make good 
choices and show love to others. We love You. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.

I know another person God loves! Can you guess 
who? (Allow for responses.) It’s Miss Lindy! Let’s join 
her at the library.

MISS LINDY’S LIBRARY
➡➡ Estimated time: 3-5 minutes

➡➡ Tech: Miss Lindy’s Library video (optional)

➡➡ People: none

➡➡ Props: none

(Play the video.)

CONNECTION POINT GAME
➡➡ Estimated time: 10 minutes

➡➡ Tech: Connection Point Game slide 

➡➡ People: Connection Point Leader, 8 kids

➡➡ Props: 2 balloons

GAME INSTRUCTIONS:
 • Inflate 2 balloons (not helium filled).

 • Choose 8 kids. Form 2 teams.

 • Lead teams to stand several feet apart.

 • Hand a balloon to 1 player on each team.

 • Explain that teams will work together to keep their 
balloons in the air. Tell players that they must sit 
down if the balloon touches the floor.

 • Start the game and monitor kids’ play.
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 • Declare a winner after 1 team sits down.

 • Play several times or as your time allows.

CONNECTION POINT LEADER
(Show Connection Point Game slide.)

Look what I have! (Show balloons.) When is a time 
that you might see balloons? (Allow for responses.) 
Sometimes there are balloons at parties! 

I need eight kids to play. (Choose eight kids. Form 
two teams. Guide teams to stand several feet away 
from each other. Give a balloon to each team.)

When I say: “Go,” toss the balloon into the air and 
work together to keep it from falling on the floor. 
Tap the balloon gently and watch out for each other! 
If your team’s balloon touches the floor, your team 
must sit down. 

Does everyone understand how to play? (Answer 
any questions and play the game.)

Balloons remind me of celebrations and parties! 
After we sing, we will hear a Bible story about a 
father who had a party for his son. 

WORSHIP SONG
➡➡ Estimated time: 3 minutes

➡➡ Tech: Music video, mics for singers,  
lights (optional)

➡➡ Music: “We Love to Learn About Jesus” 
(lead sheet available on DVD-ROM) or 
download a worship song of your choice 

➡➡ People: Worship Leader and/or Worship Team

➡➡ Props: 2 inflated balloons (reuse from  
Connection Point Game)

WORSHIP LEADER
Let’s give everyone a chance to play with the 
balloons! Help keep the balloons in the air. (Toss 
the balloons into the group.) This feels like a party! 
(Collect the balloons after a minute or two.) That was 
fun! Let’s stand and sing a happy song! 

(Show the music video.)

(Lead kids to sit as song ends.) 

BIBLE STORY
➡➡ Estimated time: 10 minutes

➡➡ Tech: Christ Focus and Bible Story slides; 
Bible Story Time video (optional)

➡➡ People: Bible Story Leader 

➡➡ Props: Bible, 2 inflated balloons (reuse 
from Connection Point Game)

Option 1: Show the Bible Story Time video and 
conclude with a short prayer. 

God, thank You for loving us and for sending Jesus 
to teach us! Thank You for forgiving us when we 
make wrong choices. We love You. In Jesus’ name 
we pray, amen.

Option 2: Tell the following Bible story. 

BIBLE STORY LEADER
(Show Bible Story slide.)

(Motion towards the balloons.) I think balloons are 
fun! They make me think about birthdays and parties! 
I like to celebrate special days. 

Let’s hear a story that Jesus told about a father who 
celebrated a very special day! We can read about it 
from the Bible.

(Open Bible to Luke 15.)

Jesus told a story about a man who had two sons. 
One day the younger son went to his father. The 
son said he wanted his share of everything that 
belonged to his father. When a father died in Bible 
times, his sons shared their father’s money, land, and 
animals. The son wanted his things now! The father 
gave the son what he wanted. The son gathered up 
everything the father gave him and left home.

The son traveled very far away and did not use the 
money in good ways. Soon, the son had nothing left. 
He spent all his money! He did not even have food 
to eat. 

(Read Luke 15:15-16.) 
Then he went to work for one of the [men] of that 
country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 
He longed to eat his fill from the pods that the pigs 
were eating, but no one would give him anything.
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The son was so hungry. He watched the pigs eating 
and wished that he could eat their food! Yuck!

The son thought about his father. He remembered 
that his father always made sure his workers had 
plenty to eat. Then the son had an idea! I know what 
to do! he said to himself. I will go to my father, tell 
him that I did wrong, and ask him to hire me as one 
of his workers.

(Read Luke 15:20,22-23.) 
So he got up and went to his father. But while the 
son was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and was filled with [love]. He ran, threw his arms 
around his neck, and kissed him. … The father told 
his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and 
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals 
on his feet … , Let’s celebrate with a feast.”

The father was so happy to see his son! The son 
explained that he had done wrong, but the father 
wanted to celebrate that his son was home! The 
father loved his younger son even though he made 
wrong choices. 

(Close Bible.)

(Show Christ Focus slide.)

Jesus taught that God always loves. God loves 
people like the man loved his sons. God always 
loves us and wants the best for us. God loves people 
so much that He sent Jesus! 

Jesus teaches us to love people like God loves 
them. We can be kind to people even if they are not 
kind to us. We can say: “I’m sorry” when we make a 
wrong choice. We can be friends and helpers.

Let’s pray and thank God for His love.

God, thank You for loving us and for sending Jesus 
to teach us! Thank You for forgiving us when we 
make wrong choices. We love You. In Jesus’ name, 
we pray, amen.

WORSHIP SONG 
AND OFFERING

➡➡ Estimated time: 3 minutes

➡➡ Tech: mics for singers, lights (optional)

➡➡ Music: Use a favorite song or download 
a worship song of your choice.

➡➡ People: Worship Leader and/or Worship Team

➡➡ Props: none

WORSHIP LEADER
The father loved both of his sons. The father loved 
his son and forgave him even though he left home 
and made wrong choices. The father loved the son 
who stayed at home, too. 

God loves us the way the father loved his sons. Let’s 
stand and sing. Singing praise songs is one way we 
can thank God for His love.

Optional Giving Segment: 
Offerings are another way we thank God for His love. 
If you would like to give an offering today, … . 

(Give your own directions for how the kids can give 
their offerings. After collecting the offering, guide 
kids to stand for the worship song.)

CONNECTION POINT BIBLE VERSE
➡➡ Estimated time: 5-8 minutes

➡➡ Tech: Connection Point Bible Verse and  
Bible Verse slides 

➡➡ People: Connection Point leader, all kids

➡➡ Props: none

ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS:
 • Select your preferred version of the Bible verse.

 • Gather the children in a circle.

 • Guide preschoolers to put their arms around each 
other’s shoulders.

 • Invite kids to say the verse with you.

BIBLE VERSE (SELECT PREFERRED VERSION): 
 • We know God loves us. 1 John 4:16 (Paraphrase)

 • We have come to know and to believe the love 
that God has for us. 1 John 4:16 (CSB)
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 • We have known and believed the love that God 
hath to us. 1 John 4:16 (KJV)

 • And so we know and rely on the love God has for 
us. 1 John 4:16 (NIV)

 • So we have come to know and to believe the love 
that God has for us. 1 John 4:16 (ESV)

 • And we have known and believed the love that 
God has for us. 1 John 4:16 (NKJV)

CONNECTION POINT LEADER
(Show Connection Point Bible Verse slide.)

I like today’s Bible verse because it says that God 
loves ALL of us! It says we and us. God loves each 
of you. God loves your family and friends. God loves 
every person! Listen as I say the Bible verse, and 
then we will say it together.

(Show Bible Verse slide—select preferred version.)

(Say the verse. Lead kids to repeat it after you.)

(Guide kids to form a circle and put arms around 
each other’s shoulders.) Look around the room. God 
loves every one of our friends! Isn’t that exciting? 
Let’s say the Bible verse together.

CONNECTION POINT MISSIONS
➡➡ Estimated time: 5-8 minutes

➡➡ Tech: Connection Point Missions slide,  
“Dentists on the Lake” missions video

➡➡ People: Connection Point leader

➡➡ Props: none

CONNECTION POINT LEADER
(Show Connection Point Missions slide and play the 
“Dentists on the Lake” missions video immediately 
following the Connection Point Bible Verse activity.)

The people who live in the village on the lake need 
doctors, dentists, and even grocery stores. Hahn and 
Linh are teenage girls who help the medical team 
take care of people’s teeth and share about Jesus. 
Only one person in the village believes in Jesus. 
Let’s pray that more people learn about Jesus and 
believe in Him.

God, thank You for the medical mission teams that 
go to Cambodia. We pray for the people who live 

in the lake village. Please help them 
have the things they need. Thank You 
for the one person who believes in Jesus. Please 
help more people learn about You and believe in 
You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

REAL LIFE CONNECTIONS
➡➡ Estimated time: 3-5 minutes

➡➡ Tech: Real Life Connections and Life Point 
slides, microphone to take to individuals 
in group (optional)

➡➡ People: Bible Story Leader

➡➡ Props: none 

BIBLE STORY LEADER
(Show Real Life Connections slide.)

Today we heard a story that Jesus told. Why was the 
father in Jesus’ story happy? (Allow for responses.)
The father was happy because his son came home. 
He welcomed him home! The father forgave his son.

Sometimes we need to forgive people, too. To 
forgive means “to refuse to punish someone who 
has hurt you or sinned against you.” 

Let’s think about some times when you should 
choose to forgive. (Mention each of the following 
prompts and discuss them with your group. After 
each statement, lead kids to say: “I can forgive.”)

 •A friend bumps into you and accidentally pushes 
you to the floor. What should you do?

 •Your brother says unkind words to you. Should 
you say unkind words back to him? What should 
you do?

 •Your friend breaks your favorite toy. She said she 
was sorry. What should you do?

 •Your mom said she would take you to the park, 
but she forgot. Should you complain or forgive?

(Show Life Point Slide.)

Jesus taught that God always loves. Let’s say that 
together: “Jesus taught that God always loves.”

We show that we love and care about people when 
we choose to forgive them. The father in today’s 
Bible story forgave his son. We can forgive when 
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people do wrong to us, too. Forgiving others is a way 
to show love.

I’m glad you came to church today! Be sure to tell 
someone that God always loves—even when people 
make wrong choices! I’ll see you next time!

Leader note: If you plan to utilize the after-session 
Huddle Up, dismiss kids to their small groups. 

   7


