
Old Testament Survey  
Hebrew History – Joseph (Gen 36-50) 

The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob is a constant refrain echoed in 
both the Old and New Testaments. 

Moreover He said, “I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.  

Exo 3:6 (NKJV) 

So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at 
this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had 
made this man walk? The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, 
when he was determined to let Him go. Acts 7:12-13 (NKJV) 

Why is Joseph excluded from the lisMng of the Patriarchs, especially when you consider that 
nearly one fourth of Genesis (14 chapters) are centered on him?  Should it not read, “The God 
of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph?”   

God revealed Himself directly to Abraham (Gen 12), to Isaac (Gen 26), and to Jacob (Gen 
28) establishing His covenant and extending His promise (Gen 3:15) through them.  
    It is not through the lineage of Joseph from which the Messiah will come but through  
    Judah (the fourth son of Jacob). 

The Twelve Sons of Jacob 

 Reuben Simeon Levi  Judah  Zebulun  Issachar  
 Dan  Gad  Asher  Naphtali Joseph  Benjamin 

Joseph is a secondary character in the story of redempMon.  He provides the link of how Israel 
became se`led and enslaved in the land of Egypt. 

The Chronological Outline of the Life of Joseph 

❖ The Pit (Gen 37) 



❖ PoMphar (Gen 39) 
❖ The Prison (Gen 40) 

❖ The Palace (Gen 41) 

1. Joseph’s idenMty revealed Genesis 45:1-15   

2. Judah’s blessing bestowed 

▪ The sons of Joseph Genesis 48:8-16   
▪ The sons of Israel (Gen 49) 

The Twelve Tribes of Israel 

Reuben  Simeon Judah  Zebulun Issachar Dan 
Gad Asher  Naphtali Ephraim Manasseh Benjamin 

*Levi becomes the priestly tribe (he is not given land but the Lord is his inheritance). 

**Joseph’s two sons (Ephraim and Manasseh) are given the promise of inheritance as an   
expression of the “double blessing” granted to the favored son.    

3. God’s plan affirmed Genesis 50:15-21   

Next Week’s Assignment: 

The Exodus – Deliverance from Egypt (Exo 1-14) 

  Who were the Hyksos and how did they come into poliMcal power? 
  What is significant about each of the ten plaques? 
  Did Moses lead Israel across the Red Sea or the Reed Sea? 


