
Preparing to Preach 
2 Timothy 1:6   

Story of the preacher who bragged to his deacons that the only 6me he spent studying was 
from the 6me he walked out of the parsonage, across the lot, into the pulpit.  Deacons did not 
say anything, but that week they sold the parsonage and bought another one five miles away! 

• Preaching is a calling – It is not something you choose, but something that chooses you 

• Preaching is a giB – A spiritual ability to understand and communicate the Word of God 

While God calls a man to preach, He also calls that man to prepare.  A call to preach is a call to 
prepare.  His task is not only to preach, but to be prepared to preach. 

    “I would do many things differently.  For one thing, I would speak less and study more.”  
-Billy Graham   

1. S6r up the giB  

Therefore, I remind you to s2r up the git of God which is in you through the laying on of 
my hands. 2 Tim 1:6 (NKJV) 

       S6r (inflame, strengthen, kindle anew, fan the flame).       Ill. Bellows on a dying fire 

 Ex. Southern professor who challenged us to develop the giB that God gave us. 

2. Study the Word 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. 2 Tim 2:15 (KJV) 

▪ Seek primarily God’s approval – Study (be diligent, labor, endeavor) is an 
impera6ve.  It is to put forth an effort that is worthy of the Gospel. 

▪ Produce quality work – Shame comes when it is obvious that we are not 
prepared and when we do not live out what we proclaim. 

      Ex. Dr. York: “The only thing that would disappoint me more is if you told me  
      that you prepared to preach that message.” 



▪ Present the gospel accurately – Rightly divide (to cut straight).  The metaphor of 
plowing or carpentry applies.   

The disciples were unlearned and ignorant men (Acts 4:13), but it was also  
noted that they had been with Jesus (for three years).   

For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the 
Lord, and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel. Ezra 7:10 (NIV) 

3. Sharpen the axe 

If the ax is dull and its edge unsharpened, more strength is needed, but skill will bring 
success. Eccl 10:10 (NIV)   

      Taking 6me to sharpen your ax will save 6me and strength.  Taking 6me to study will  
      strengthen your faith and the faith of those who hear you. 

“If I had only three years to serve the Lord, I would spend two of them studying 
and preparing.” -Donald Barnhouse 

Prac6cal 6ps on how to study the Scriptures 

• Read the text and then read it again asking the Holy Spirit to teach you.  

• Read the text closely.  Iden6fy ac6on words, repeated words, words that are 
emphasized, and note words that are difficult or unknown to you.   

• Read the text in one or two other transla6ons. 

• Study the context of the text.  Who wrote it, when was it wricen, who was it wricen to, 
why was it wricen are all ques6ons that are answered in a good study Bible.   

• Read and listen to what others have wricen and said about the text (commentaries, 
bible footnotes, sermons). 



• Share your thoughts with other believers to guard against “blind spots.”   
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