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Session 10

Session

10
The Risen King  
Forgives and Restores

THEOLOGICAL THEME: Forgiveness of sins is what makes following 
Jesus possible.

When we who follow Jesus contemplate the mission He has given us, we confront two 
challenges that often cause us to pull back and shrink from the task. One factor is our 
unworthiness; the other is cost. We struggle with unworthiness because of the times we 
lapse into unfaithfulness to the Lord who has sent us. We struggle with cost because of 
the high price we might have to pay. 

Of these two challenges, which one discourages you more from fulfilling 
Jesus’ mission: your feeling of unworthiness or the cost of following 
Jesus? Why? 

If we are to heed the call of our risen King to join His mission, then we must be 
confident in His forgiveness, His restoration, and His sovereignty over the direction of 
our lives, even if that direction involves suffering for the sake of His call. 

In this session we watch as Jesus revealed Himself to His disciples for the third time after 
His resurrection. Through this breakfast encounter, Jesus demonstrated the reality of His 
restorative power. Because He fulfilled God’s plan to rescue people from sin, Jesus was able 
to forgive the disciples for their sins and failures and then recommission them in their task 
of following Him. As Jesus’ followers, we trust in the power of His restoration to enable us 
to move beyond our sins and failures and accomplish great things in His name. 
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1.  Jesus reveals Himself through His power and provision 
(John 21:1-14). 

1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, 
and he revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), 
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples 
were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, 
“We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing.

4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know 
that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered 
him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will 
find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the 
quantity of fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the 
Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for 
he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8 The other disciples came in 
the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a 
hundred yards off.

9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on 
it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 
11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. 
And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come 
and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They 
knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with 
the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he 
was raised from the dead.

Whether it was the early morning hour, the distance from shore, or another instance 
in which they were kept from recognizing their risen Lord (see Luke 24:16,37), the 
disciples did not recognize Jesus immediately, neither by sight nor the sound of His 
voice. It was not until they took this “stranger’s” advice to cast their net on the right 
side of the boat and had amazing success that recognition came. It was the disciple 
whom Jesus loved (presumably the apostle John) who first said, “It is the Lord!” 
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This affirmation prompted Peter to immediate 
action. His eagerness to get to Jesus on the shore 
confirms that the disciples were not running away 
from Jesus or turning from Him, no matter how 
uncertain or hesitant they were about 
their mission. 

How has Jesus revealed Himself to you 
through His power and provision? 

What circumstances have you experienced in which you felt like all you 
could say is “It is the Lord!”?

John 21:9-14 sets the stage for Peter’s defining encounter with Jesus, which we will look 
at shortly. Jesus will have a conversation with Peter in due time. But His first priority 
was to provide breakfast for His disciples. This was a significant act. By feeding them 
breakfast, Jesus reassured His disciples of His presence, met their physical needs, and 
served them as He did before He went to the cross. 

How have you experienced the reassuring presence of Jesus in your life? 

What has Jesus done to remind you that He is with you and cares for 
your needs? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“Reverencing the presence 
of his Lord, [Peter] threw 
himself into the sea…The love 
of Christ draws men through 
fire and water.” 1 

–John Wesley (1703-1791) 
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2.  Jesus reaffirms and recommissions the repentant 
follower (John 21:15-19). 

15 When they had finished 
breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me 
more than these?” He said to him, 
“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 
He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 
16 He said to him a second time, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend 
my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third 
time, “Simon, son of John, do you love 
me?” Peter was grieved because he 

said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk 
wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said 
to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said 
to him, “Follow me.”

In verses 15-17, Jesus began by restoring Peter with a triple commission to match Peter’s 
triple denial (see John 18:15-27). Three times Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love me?” The 
first time He added “more than these”—presumably asking Peter if he loved Jesus more 
than the other disciples do. This makes sense since Peter was always rather boastful. 
Remember that Peter claimed he would lay down his life for the Lord—just a few hours 
before he denied the Lord three times (John 13:37).

Jesus’ recommission to Peter, His repentant follower, was that he should care for Jesus’ 
followers as a shepherd cares for his sheep. This is a huge commission! Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd who cares for the sheep (John 10:11-16), now entrusts this responsibility to 
Peter. In essence, Peter will demonstrate his love for Jesus by caring for Jesus’ followers. 



What are some ways in which Jesus is a Shepherd to His people? 

As it turns out, Peter would eventually lay down his life for the sheep just as Jesus did 
(see John 10:11,15). To glorify God is our highest calling in life. For some followers of 
Jesus, this means a martyr’s death, a death for the cause of Christ. Like Jesus’ 
crucifixion, Peter’s crucifixion would be a victory, not a defeat. It would be a means of 
glorifying God (v. 19). How amazing it is that God is honored in faithful obedience that 
even leads to death. 

Jesus’ final words in His “recommission” of 
Peter were “Follow me” (v. 19). This was a call 
to consistent discipleship until his death—a call 
made possible by the gracious forgiveness and 
restoration from the Lord. Though Peter had 
vehemently denied even knowing Jesus during 
His trial, the Lord still loved Peter and called 
him once again to obedience. “Follow me,” after 
all, was the call that Jesus first gave Peter in 
Matthew 4:18-19. 

Our past failures need not define the trajectory of 
our lives. When we turn from our fearful denials 
of Christ and recommit ourselves to loving Him, 
He forgives us and recommissions us to the 
mission on which He has sent us. 

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
74. Imputation

When God pardoned sinners 
at the cross, our sins were 
imputed, or transferred, 
to Christ, who became sin 
on our behalf. Our sin was 
imputed to Christ, and 
Christ’s righteousness was 
imputed to us (Rom. 5:17; 
1 Cor. 1:30). When God the 
Father looks at those who 
have trusted in Christ, He 
does not see their sins 
but the righteousness 
of Christ as belonging to 
them (Rom. 4:6).
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What will faithfulness to Jesus’ call to “Follow me” look like for us in 
our community?

What kinds of costs must believers be prepared to pay for serving our risen King 
both in the world in general and in our specific zip code?

3.  Jesus refocuses our attention on following Him 
(John 21:20-23). 

20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who 
also had leaned back against him during the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that 
is going to betray you?” 21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this 
man?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that 
to you? You follow me!” 23 So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this 
disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is 
my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?”

The “disciple whom Jesus loved” was probably John. Perhaps John referred to himself 
this way out of modesty, or perhaps it was out of wonder at being loved by Jesus. Peter’s 
question—“What about this man?”—likely reflects a bit of a competitive spirit. Peter’s 
implication was that John should have to face whatever Peter had to face. If we are 
willing to admit it, that is often our question too. We have a keen sense of fairness 
whenever we suspect that we might have a more difficult cross to bear than someone else. 
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Jesus’ response was brief and blunt: “What happens to John is none of your business. It 
shouldn’t matter to you. Follow me.” 

Verse 23 serves two functions in this narrative. First, it clears up a rumor. Jesus did not 
tell Peter that John would not die. Second, and perhaps more significant for us today, it 
highlights through repetition Jesus’ call for Peter to follow Him and not let John’s fate 
be a distraction. Why some Christ-followers suffer more than others for the sake of the 
gospel is, frankly, a mystery. God does not tell us. What He tells us is to refocus our 
attention on following Him. That’s what really matters!

When have you experienced a sense of competitiveness with your 
brothers and sisters in Christ, and why? 

Why do we find it so easy to question why God has different plans for 
different people?

Years later, the apostle Peter wrote about how we can follow Jesus and serve Him even 
during times of intense suffering. In his first New Testament letter, he challenged 
believers to follow the lead of Jesus and entrust themselves to God, the One who judges 
justly (1 Pet. 2:21-25). Trust makes all the difference. When we entrust ourselves to our 
faithful Creator, we can continue to do good even as we face suffering for the sake of 
Christ (1 Pet. 4:19). 

How is it possible for believers to focus on following and serving Jesus 
when the cost gets so high and the pain gets so great?
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Conclusion 

What will your life look like? Will you have the 
opportunity to serve Christ during a long, rich, 
full life—perhaps complete with a full quiver of 
children and grandchildren? Or will your 
commitment to serving Christ mean significant 
financial sacrifice, heartache, and even a shorter 
life? To this, Jesus says: “What does it matter?! 
Follow Me.” 

God calls us to demonstrate our love for Jesus by 
following Him—no matter where the journey 
leads and no matter what happens to us in 
comparison with other followers of Jesus. We 
can do this as recipients of God’s forgiveness 
and grace. 

Listen to Peter’s prayer and praise at the end of his first letter as you prepare to answer 
Jesus’ call to follow Him no matter what the future holds: “And after you have suffered 
a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever 
and ever. Amen” (1 Pet. 5:10-11).

CHRIST CONNECTION: Through His breakfast encounter with His disciples, 
Jesus showed the reality of His restorative power. Because He fulfilled 
God’s plan to rescue people from sin, Jesus was able to forgive the 
disciples for their sins and failures and then recommission them in their 
task of following Him.

 Voices from 
Church History
“If I will that he tarry—what 
is that to thee? By these 
words teaching us not to be 
impatient, nor curious beyond 
what seemeth good to Him. 
For because Peter was ever 
hot, and springing forward 
to enquiries such as this, to 
cut short his warmth, and 
to teach him not to enquire 
farther, He saith this.” 2 

–John Chrysostom  
(circa 347-407) 
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1.  How can you act boldly for the sake of the gospel knowing that Jesus is with 
you in power and that He provides for you?

2.  What are some ways we, as Jesus’ followers, can “feed His sheep,” including 
those who are suffering for the faith or struggling in the faith? 

3.  What steps can we take to stop comparing ourselves to others and instead 
choose to encourage others in their walk of faith with Jesus?

HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to demonstrate our love 
for Jesus by following Him, no matter where the journey might lead 
and no matter what happens to other followers.
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