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SESSION 13

Jesus Raises Lazarus

Summary and Goal 

Jesus demonstrated His power over death by raising his friend, Lazarus, from the dead. This miracle 
story reveals the goodness and sovereignty of God, the curse of death and the power of resurrection, 
as well as Christ’s compassion toward those in pain. As we trust in Jesus—our powerful Friend who 
conquers death—we bring glory to Him in the midst of terrible circumstances. 

Main Passages
John 11:1-7,17-44

Session Outline
1.  Jesus is the Friend who sometimes delays (John 11:1-7).
2.  Jesus is the Friend who is our life (John 11:17-27).
3.  Jesus is the Friend who grieves the curse of death (John 11:28-37).
4.  Jesus is the Friend who resurrects the dead (John 11:38-44).

Theological Theme
The Son of God grieves the reality of death and overturns its power.

Christ Connection
When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He showed that He has power over death. Jesus said, “I am 
the resurrection and the life.” Because Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead, we have full 
assurance that Jesus will one day defeat death forever and resurrect us from the dead. 

Missional Application
God calls us to glorify Him in sickness and death, trusting in His power to raise us from the dead.
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Introduction
Begin with the idea of death being final, from a human perspective. But Jesus 
has power even over death, exemplified in the raising of Lazarus (leader p. 154; 
PSG p. 119). (This miracle is included on Pack Item 7: Jesus’ Signs.)

Of all the miracles in the New Testament, which one is your 
favorite, and why?  

Summarize this session on Jesus’ power over death (leader p. 155; PSG p. 119). 

1.  Jesus is the Friend who sometimes delays 
(John 11:1-7). 

Ask a volunteer to read John 11:1-7. Emphasize the “right now” expectation of 
Mary and Martha for Jesus to come and heal their brother. And then note 
Jesus’ intentional delay (leader p. 155; PSG p. 120). 

Put yourself in Mary and Martha and Lazarus’ place. How 
would you have interpreted Jesus’ delay in coming? 

What would you have thought about your friendship? 

Attribute Jesus’ delay to His desire for His friends to find their trust in God, 
which would result from His upcoming miracle (leader p. 156; PSG p. 121). 

How would you define trust in your own words? 

What are some reasons you would find it difficult to trust 
God in this kind of circumstance?

2.  Jesus is the Friend who is our life (John 11:17-27). 
Ask another volunteer to read John 11:17-27. Use Jesus’ conversation with 
Martha to show that Jesus is our life. He paid for our sins and is worthy of 
our trust for the resurrection (leader pp. 156-157; PSG pp. 121-122). 

What is the difference between seeing Jesus as the giver of 
life and seeing Jesus as life itself? 

Introduction Option
As group members arrive, 
ask them to record on a 
board or sheet of paper as 
many miracles as they can 
from both the Old and New 
Testaments. Then using 
the leader-only content 
(leader p. 154), help your 
group understand how God 
is bigger and more powerful 
than we can imagine. If 
raising Lazarus from the 
dead made the list, circle 
it and then proceed with 
the Introduction.

 For Further 
Discussion
What are some delays you 
have experienced recently?

Why do delays cause 
frustration and anxiety?

How should we reconsider 
our response to delays 
based on Jesus’ words 
to His disciples about 
Lazarus’s sickness 
and death?

Jesus Raises 
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How does Martha’s declaration of faith compare with 
Peter’s, who said, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God” (Matt. 16:16)? 

3.  Jesus is the Friend who grieves the curse of 
death (John 11:28-37). 

Read John 11:28-37. Highlight Jesus’ grief over Lazarus’ death and Mary and 
Martha’s grief. Connect this to the biblical principle for followers of Jesus to 
weep with those who weep (leader pp. 157-158; PSG p. 123). 

How does Jesus’ expression of grief here communicate 
God’s compassion for people who suffer? 

What are some practical ways we can grieve with those 
who grieve?

Explain that Jesus felt anger and grief over the consequences of sin and death 
in the world, but grief was not His last word (leader p. 158; PSG p. 124). 

4.  Jesus is the Friend who resurrects the dead 
(John 11:38-44). 

Read John 11:38-44. Help your group imagine the scene, sights, smells, and 
all. Emphasize that Jesus has the power to raise both the physically dead and 
the spiritually dead (leader pp. 158-159; PSG pp. 124-125). 

In what ways does “resurrection” language also apply to us 
spiritually when we are saved? 

Why is it important to hold together the reality of spiritual 
resurrection and the hope of physical resurrection?

Point out two things we see in this story: (1) God’s timing isn’t our timing, 
and (2) God’s view of life isn’t our view of life. God works in our lives for His 
glory and our good (leader pp. 159-160; PSG p. 125). 

What difference does the miracle of the resurrection of 
Lazarus make in our lives today? 

How does trusting God in difficult circumstances bring 
Him glory?

Conclusion
Wrap up this session on why we must have the correct perspective about time 
and life—because they are tools in God’s hands for His glory. Jesus raised 
Lazarus from the dead; His resurrection power is at work in the believer’s life 
even now, so we can trust Him (leader p. 160; PSG p. 126). Apply the truths of 
this session with “His Mission, Your Mission” (PSG p. 127). 

Point 3 Option
Prior to the group meeting, 
ask a volunteer who has 
recently attended a funeral 
to comment briefly on the 
significance and comfort 
of weeping and grieving 
with others. Tie this in with 
Jesus’ weeping on the way 
to Lazarus’s tomb. 

Pack Item 9: 
Life and Joy
Ask the group to read 
the quote on this poster 
and to respond to the 
following questions:

•  How does Jesus’ voice 
of life compare with the 
Word of God that was 
spoken at the creation of 
all things in Genesis 1?

•  How would you explain to 
an unbeliever that Jesus is 
the true joy of the world?

Christ Connection: When 
Jesus raised Lazarus from 
the dead, He showed 
that He has power over 
death. Jesus said, “I am 
the resurrection and the 
life.” Because Jesus died 
on the cross and rose 
from the dead, we have 
full assurance that Jesus 
will one day defeat death 
forever and resurrect us 
from the dead. 

.........................................................

Missional Application: 
God calls us to glorify Him 
in sickness and death, 
trusting in His power to 
raise us from the dead.
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Introduction 
From the perspective of humanity, death is final. There appears to be 

no way out of death and no power that can stop it. Thoughts of death 
throw people into a state of denial or a mind-set of avoidance, and when 
it visits their family or friends, the circumstance can overwhelm people. 
Due to how unpleasant and all-powerful it seems, people often avoid 
talking or thinking about death. The human verdict is that death has the 
last say. 

As followers of Jesus, however, we know this is not true. In God’s 
Word we see that Jesus has power over everything, including death. 
Jesus’ raising of Lazarus was the miracle that best exemplified His 
power over death, and it foreshadowed the greatest miracle of all—His 
own resurrection.

Over the last few sessions, we’ve looked at the miracles Jesus 
performed. Jesus’ miracles always pointed toward a truth He wanted 
people to know—that He is the Almighty One who brings God’s 
kingdom to earth. In His miracles, we see the extraordinary power of God 
unleashed in the middle of everyday life. 

Of all the miracles in the New Testament, which one is your 
favorite, and why?  

Consider this: The God who opened the Red Sea, who fed the 
children of Israel every day for 40 years with bread that fell from the 
sky, who released Jonah from a great fish, who rescued the three Hebrew 
young men from a raging furnace, who spared Daniel from the lions’ 
den, and who performed all the miracles of the New Testament—do we 
really believe this same God has the power to work today? I hope so, and 
we certainly should. Yet the truth of the matter is actually beyond our 
imagination. I like to put it this way: Anytime we discover how big God is, 
He is bigger! God has all power to do whatever He desires. 

 Voices from 
the Church
“Because of who He was,  
[Jesus] could not but 
perform miracles.” 1 

–Herbert Lockyer
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Session Summary
In this session, we see how Jesus demonstrated His power over death 

by raising his friend, Lazarus, from the dead. This miracle story reveals 
the goodness and sovereignty of God, the curse of death and the power of 
resurrection, as well as Christ’s compassion toward those in pain. As we 
trust in Jesus—our powerful Friend who conquers death—we bring glory 
to Him in the midst of terrible circumstances. 

1.  Jesus is the Friend who sometimes delays 
(John 11:1-7). 

1 Now a man was sick, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume 
and wiped his feet with her hair, and it was her brother Lazarus who was 
sick. 3 So the sisters sent a message to him: “Lord, the one you love is sick.”

4 When Jesus heard it, he said, “This sickness will not end in death 
but is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha, her sister, and Lazarus. 6 So when he 
heard that he was sick, he stayed two more days in the place where he was. 
7 Then after that, he said to the disciples, “Let’s go to Judea again.”

Our flesh has an insatiable appetite. Think about the things that make 
up the staple of fast-paced lives: microwave ovens; drive-through for fast 
food, cleaners, coffee, and pharmacies; online shopping using credit, debit, 
or prepaid cards; even coffeemakers with pods for that perfect “right-now” 
cup. We want what we want when we want it. 

Unfortunately, we apply the “get it quick” and “I want it now” 
mentality to God. But God moves according to His own timetable. God 
gives us what we need when we need it. He provides and accomplishes His 
will when He sees fit. God knows not only what is best but when is best. 

In this passage, we see that Lazarus was sick, at the point of death. It’s 
not difficult to understand the feelings his family might have had about 
him in this situation. They wanted their brother to live! What’s more, they 
knew the person capable of making that happen—Jesus. 

This family (Mary, Martha, and Lazarus) knew Jesus well. He had 
stayed in their home and had taken meals with them. They were not only 
His followers but also His friends. They had seen what He did for people 
who needed healing, so Lazarus’ family knew that Jesus had the power 
to heal. 

Did Lazarus’ family want Jesus to know about his sickness and do 
something about it right now? Absolutely! Wouldn’t you? Jesus, however, 
had a different plan. In verse 4, Jesus says, “This sickness will not end in 
death,” and then, in verse 6, we find out that even after hearing Lazarus 
was sick, Jesus “stayed two more days in the place where he was.” 

 Further 
Commentary
“The raising of Lazarus 
constitutes the final and 
ultimate messianic ‘sign’ 
of Jesus in this Gospel. 
This spectacular miracle 
(recorded only by John) 
anticipates Jesus’ own 
resurrection and reveals 
Jesus as ‘the resurrection 
and the life’ (11:25). The 
raising of Lazarus also 
serves as a final event 
triggering the Jewish 
leaders’ resolve to have 
Jesus arrested and tried 
for blasphemy (11:45-57)…
Jesus could say that 
Lazarus’s illness ‘does 
not lead to death’ in the 
sense that it did not lead 
ultimately to death, but it 
did lead through death to 
being raised from the dead 
a few days later. Jesus 
makes a similar statement 
in Mark 5:39. Jesus knew 
what was going to happen, 
and in John 11:11-14 he 
tells his disciples clearly 
that Lazarus has already 
died…‘So’ (Greek oun, 
‘so, therefore’) shows 
the reason why Jesus 
‘stayed two days longer’: 
he allowed his friends to 
go through the sorrow 
and hardship of the 
death and mourning of 
Lazarus because he ‘loved’ 
them and wanted them 
to witness an amazing 
demonstration of Jesus’ 
power over death, thus 
seeing ‘his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the 
Father’ (1:14). The Lord does 
not always answer prayers 
as expected.” 2 

–Andreas J. Köstenberger, 
ESV Study Bible
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Put yourself in Mary and Martha and Lazarus’ place. How 
would you have interpreted Jesus’ delay in coming? 

What would you have thought about your friendship? 

Even though Jesus knew how things would turn out, He also wanted 
His friends to find their trust in God. Trust begins with believing that 
God knows our situation and cares about us. Through this miracle, Jesus 
was showing us that God wants us to trust Him no matter the situation.

Trust is an assured reliance on the character, ability, strength, or truth 
of something or someone. It could also be defined as having faith in or 
being confident about something or someone. And trust was what Martha 
and Mary needed as they faced this situation. 

How would you define trust in your own words? 

What are some reasons you would find it difficult to trust 
God in this kind of circumstance?

2.  Jesus is the Friend who is our life (John 11:17-27). 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem (less than two miles away). 19 Many 
of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother.

20 As soon as Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet 
him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Then Martha said to 
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. 22 Yet 
even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”

23 “Your brother will rise again,” Jesus told her.
24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection at the last day.”
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 

believes in me, even if he dies, will live. 26 Everyone who lives and believes 
in me will never die. Do you believe this? ”

27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, who comes into the world.”

Though He sometimes delays, Jesus is the Friend who is, in fact, our 
life. By the time Jesus arrived on the scene, Lazarus had been deceased for 
four days. Martha and Mary had the same reaction you or I might have 
had upon seeing Jesus: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t 
have died.” Both of Lazarus’ sisters knew that Jesus had the power to do 
whatever He wanted. Not only could He give life, but He could renew life 
as well. 

 Voices from 
the Church
“Jesus could have prevented 
Lazarus’ sickness or even 
healed it from where he 
was; but he chose not to. 
He saw in this sickness an 
opportunity to glorify the 
Father. It is not important 
that we Christians are 
comfortable, but it is 
important that we glorify 
God in all that we do.” 3 

–Warren W. Wiersbe

 Further 
Commentary
“ ‘four days.’ This reference 
to the duration of time in 
the tomb, repeated in v. 39, 
is designed to show that 
Lazarus was really dead, 
and not merely sick…‘if 
you had been here.’ The 
first statement of each 
sister (cf. v. 32)…‘even now.’ 
Martha still expected 
some miracle, although it 
seemed that her brother 
was beyond recovery. 
When Jesus speaks of 
resurrection, she relates it 
to the distant future, the 
‘last day’ (v. 24). Martha’s 
faith was better informed 
than the Sadducees, who 
said there is no resurrection 
(Matt. 22:23)…‘I am the 
resurrection and the life.’ 
This is repeated in part in 
14:6 (Acts 3:15; Heb. 7:16). 
Life for the believer does 
not end at death, but 
continues eternally as an 
endless life of fellowship 
with God. This is true for 
those who, like Lazarus, 
were in the tomb as well 
as for those who are still 
alive…‘you are the Christ.’ 
The conversation elicits 
from Martha a confession 
of faith that parallels that 
of Peter (Matt. 16:16).” 4 

–The Reformation Study Bible
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Can you hear the faith in Martha’s voice? The Greek language is 
explicit here: “He would never have died had You been here, Jesus!” Was 
she blaming Jesus? Perhaps. Or did this complaint include an element of 
faith, an assurance that had He come in time, He would have healed her 
brother no matter how bad his illness was? 

Part of trusting in God means we believe He knows what is best for 
His children. God knows everything. Thankfully, His knowledge is not 
limited to our actions and thoughts. He also knows our intentions; He 
understands why we act the way we do, and He cares about us anyway. 

The words Jesus spoke to Martha are true for us today. Jesus is still the 
resurrection and the life. When you and I trust in what He accomplished 
on the cross to pay for our sin, we are given everlasting life. No matter 
how much it seems we are waiting on the Lord here and now, everlasting 
life already belongs to us. His resurrection life becomes ours. We often 
say that “Jesus gives life,” but this passage reminds us we can also say that 
“Jesus is life.” 

What is the difference between seeing Jesus as the giver of 
life and seeing Jesus as life itself? 

How does Martha’s declaration of faith compare with 
Peter’s, who said, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God” (Matt. 16:16)? 

3.  Jesus is the Friend who grieves the curse of 
death (John 11:28-37). 

28 Having said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, saying in 
private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”

29 As soon as Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 
30 Jesus had not yet come into the village but was still in the place where 
Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house 
consoling her saw that Mary got up quickly and went out. They followed 
her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to cry there.

32 As soon as Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet 
and told him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died! ”

33 When Jesus saw her crying, and the Jews who had come with her 
crying, he was deeply moved in his spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have 
you put him? ” he asked.

“Lord,” they told him, “come and see.”
35 Jesus wept.
36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him! ” 37 But some of them said, 

“Couldn’t he who opened the blind man’s eyes also have kept this man 
from dying? ”

 Voices from 
Church History
“He leads her to the 
knowledge of higher truths. 
Even though she had been 
inquiring only about the 
resurrection of Lazarus, he 
tells her of a resurrection in 
which both she and those 
with her would share.” 5 

–John Chrysostom  
(circa 347-407)

 Further 
Commentary
“The spectacle of the 
distress of Mary and her 
companions enraged 
Jesus because it brought 
poignantly home to his 
consciousness the evil of 
death, its unnaturalness, its 
‘violent tyranny’…In Mary’s 
grief, he ‘contemplates’…
‘the general misery of the 
whole human race” and 
burns with rage against 
the oppressor of men…It 
is death that is the object 
of his wrath, and behind 
death him who has the 
power of death, and whom 
he has come into the 
world to destroy. Tears of 
sympathy may fill his eyes, 
but that is incidental. His 
soul is held by rage: and he 
advances to the tomb, in 
Calvin’s words again, ‘as a 
champion who prepares 
for conflict.’ The raising of 
Lazarus thus becomes, not 
an isolated marvel, but—
as indeed it is presented 
throughout the whole 
narrative…—a decisive 
instance and open symbol 
of Jesus’ conquest of death 
and hell.” 6 

–B. B. Warfield
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The normal reaction to the loss of a loved one is grief. We all have 
experienced or will experience this emotion at some point. Jesus was not 
immune to it either. He loved Lazarus, and He loved Lazarus’ sisters as 
well. Jesus not only grieved His friend but He wept over His friends’ grief. 
In Romans 12:15, the Bible exhorts us to “rejoice with those who rejoice; 
weep with those who weep.” Here we see Jesus living out this principle. 

How does Jesus’ expression of grief here communicate 
God’s compassion for people who suffer? 

What are some practical ways we can grieve with those 
who grieve?

Since the beginning, when Adam and Eve first encountered the death 
of their son Abel, human beings have experienced the curse of death, a 
curse that was given to all of us after the fall. We see sin and death taint 
every realm: physical, relational, intellectual, and spiritual. 

Jesus not only grieved over the sadness of the scene but felt anger and 
grief over the consequences of sin and death in our world. We do not 
experience life the way God originally intended it. And as God’s image-
bearers, our grief over sin and death reflects His hatred of sin and death. 
The good news is that grief is not Jesus’ last word or action in this passage.

4.  Jesus is the Friend who resurrects the dead 
(John 11:38-44). 

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved 
again, came to the tomb. It 
was a cave, and a stone was 
lying against it. 39 “Remove the 
stone,” Jesus said.

Martha, the dead man’s 
sister, told him, “Lord, there is 
already a stench because he has 
been dead four days.”

40 Jesus said to her, “Didn’t 
I tell you that if you believed you 
would see the glory of God? ”

41 So they removed the 
stone. Then Jesus raised his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you 
heard me. 42 I know that you always hear me, but because of the crowd 
standing here I said this, so that they may believe you sent me.” 43 After he 
said this, he shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead 
man came out bound hand and foot with linen strips and with his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unwrap him and let him go.”

 Voices from 
Church History
“God wept, in order 
that God might do, with 
tears and compassion, 
what human beings do 
on behalf of their fellow 
human beings.” 7 

–Potamius (circa 350)

 Further 
Commentary
“Jesus could have raised 
Lazarus without more 
ado, but he wanted 
those watching to realize 
that he did not operate 
independently. The Jews 
were divided over Jesus’ 
origin and his relationship 
with the Father (see, for 
example, 9:16; 10:19-21). 
So he wanted Lazarus’ 
resurrection to show the 
whole crowd that he was 
sent from the Father. They 
had heard Jesus’ words; 
now they needed to be 
drawn into his sheepfold 
by believing in him. After 
his prayer, Jesus shouted, 
‘Lazarus, come out!’ 
(11:43). The shout was not 
for Lazarus’ benefit. He 
was dead and could hear 
nothing. Jesus could have 
raised him with a whisper. 
But Jesus wanted the living 
ones standing there to hear 
the resurrection words and 
the call to move from the 
sphere of death into the 
sphere of life…Truly, Jesus 
is the resurrection and 
the life.” 8 

–Samuel Ngewa,  
Africa Bible Commentary
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Imagine the scene here. Lazarus had been dead for four days. Those 
around the tomb probably held their noses. A four-day old body would 
certainly have smelled from its decomposition. But something very 
unexpected happened. Jesus asked for the tomb to be opened, and despite 
the protests, it was. Jesus then prayed out loud and called out, “Lazarus, 
come out!” (v. 43). And sure enough, Lazarus walked out—with the 
clothes he was buried in still on him. 

Think about it. We talk often about Jesus having all power. 
Here, however, we see His power extend to the unbelievable action 
of resurrecting someone who was dead. He caused oxygen to re-enter 
Lazarus’ lungs! He restarted his heart too! The brain that should have 
been damaged by death came back to life not only to function but to 
have memory of the life he lost and of those he loved. Who has the 
power, then, to raise someone from the dead? God, plain and simple. 

Jesus is the Friend who resurrects the dead. He has, as we have seen 
here, the power to resurrect the physically dead, and He also has the 
power to raise the spiritually dead. Sin has caused a separation between 
man and God. This separation can only be bridged through what Jesus 
accomplished on the cross. We are able to live because He died having 
paid the penalty of our sin for us. In the context of what Jesus has done 
for us, our only responsibility is to surrender our life to Him so that He 
can become our life. 

In what ways does “resurrection” language also apply to us 
spiritually when we are saved? 

Why is it important to hold together the reality of spiritual 
resurrection and the hope of physical resurrection?

What we see in this incredible story of the resurrection of Lazarus is 
two things: 
1)  God’s timing isn’t our timing. He has a different perspective about time 

than we do. 
2)  God’s view of life isn’t our view of life. He has a different perspective 

about life than we do.
Think about it like this: God is “around” time and not confined by 

it. He operates outside of the box of chronology. He knows that though 
people die, they can live again, and a person’s passing from this life is no 
obstacle for Him. 

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
94. Life After Death

The Bible teaches that 
when a Christian dies, 
he or she immediately is 
with the Lord (2 Cor. 5:8; 
Luke 23:43). This is what 
some people call an 
intermediate state, given 
that the final state for 
believers takes place at 
the future resurrection 
(Rev. 6:10-11). For those 
who are not in Christ, life 
after death results in being 
separated from Christ in 
a state of suffering, even 
though future judgment 
remains (Luke 16:19-31).

 Voices from 
the Church
“A quaint Puritan writer 
said that if Jesus had 
not named Lazarus 
when He shouted, He 
would have emptied the 
whole cemetery!” 9 

–Warren W. Wiersbe
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My friend and co-laborer Travis Ogle once said, “It’s funny how we 
will trust God with our eternity but not with our earthly resources.” He 
was talking about finances, but that statement fits well here too. It is funny 
how we trust God with our eternity but we struggle to trust His timing in 
handling difficult times in our lives. We never have to wake God from 
sleeping or get His attention. He is always alert, always aware of our 
situation in life, and always on time. God not only knows what to do but 
He also knows when to do it, and we can trust His timing. 

Have you ever wondered why God allows us to go through what we 
go through in life, or why He allows certain things and staves off other 
things? In this story, for instance, why would God allow Lazarus and 
His sisters to go through this ordeal? It was all for His glory. Again, His 
perspective is different than ours. Why would He allow you to go through 
things? For His glory and our good. 

This biblical truth should change the way we think. Jesus allowed 
Lazarus to die so that others could watch Him raise someone from the 
dead. Who can do that? Who has that kind of power? Perspective is the 
issue here—nothing is too big for God. 

What difference does the miracle of the resurrection of 
Lazarus make in our lives today? 

How does trusting God in difficult circumstances bring 
Him glory?

Conclusion
Why is it so important to have the correct perspective about time and 

life? John 11:4 says, “so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.” The reason Jesus resurrected Lazarus was to give glory to God and 
Himself. Jesus did this so that others would know that He is the only 
One with the power both to give and to take life—no one else has 
that power. 

What in your life do you want fixed? Are you willing to wait? Are you 
willing for God to fix it if He wants, as He wants, in His time and for His 
purpose? The reason Jesus allowed this trial for Lazarus and his family was 
to bring glory to Himself. He wants to bring glory to Himself through 
you as well. Will you trust Him?

CHRIST CONNECTION: When Jesus raised Lazarus from the 
dead, He showed that He has power over death. Jesus said, “I am 
the resurrection and the life.” Because Jesus died on the cross 
and rose from the dead, we have full assurance that Jesus will 
one day defeat death forever and resurrect us from the dead. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“I am the voice of life 
that wakens the dead. 
I am the good odor that 
takes away the foul odor. 
I am the voice of joy that 
takes away sorrow and 
grief…I am the comfort 
of those who are in grief. 
Those who belong to me 
are given joy by me. I am 
the joy of the whole world. 
I gladden all my friends 
and rejoice with them. I am 
the bread of life.” 10 

–Athanasius (circa 293-373)
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Get expert insights on weekly studies through Ministry 
Grid at MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject. 
Grow with other group leaders at the Group Ministry 
blog at LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry.

Study Material

 - “Lazarus Is Dead”—Pages 401-417 from Reflections on the Gospel of John 
by Leon Morris

 - “John 11”—Commentary by Matthew Henry; find a link to this 
commentary at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources 

 - Previous Biblical Illustrator articles, including “ ‘Signs’ in the Gospel of 
John,” can be purchased, along with other articles for this quarter, at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator. Look for Bundles: The Gospel Project.
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Jesus Raises Lazarus

Tip of the Week
Encouraging Group Discussion 

One of the most awkward experiences for a group is silence. How much 
more for a teacher who has asked a question of his or her group only to be 
met with stony silence? How can you encourage group discussion when the 
tendency of the group is to remain quiet? Here are four suggestions:
•  Spend time on relationships. It is easier to speak in the presence of 

people you know. Make opportunities for people to get to know others.
•  Don’t fear temporary silence. Allow time for people to respond. If you 

answer your own question, you signal that interaction isn’t necessary.
•  Rephrase the question. Make sure the question is clearly stated.
•  Subdivide the group. Some people will not answer a question in a large 

group, but they will respond in a smaller group. 11

Sermon Podcast

Alistair Begg: “The Resurrection and the Life” 

Find a link to this at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

Additional Resources
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GOAL
Over the course of three years, participants will journey from Genesis to Revelation and discover how 
God’s plan of redemption unfolds throughout Scripture and still today, compelling them to join the 
mission of God.

PLAN OVERVIEW
Fall 2015 The Story Begins God the Creator (Genesis 1–11)

  God the Covenant-Maker (Genesis 12–50)

Winter 2015-16 God Delivers God the Redeemer (Exodus)

  God the Lawgiver (Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy)

Spring 2016 The Promised Land God the Savior (Numbers, Joshua)

  God the Judge (Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel)

Summer 2016 A Kingdom Established God the King (1–2 Samuel)

  God All Wise (1 Kings, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes)

Fall 2016 Prophets and Kings God the Revealer (1–2 Kings, Isaiah)

  God the Pursuer (Prophets, 2 Chronicles)

Winter 2016-17 Exile and Return God the Sustainer (Daniel, Ezra)

  God the Provider (Esther, Nehemiah, Malachi)

Spring 2017 The Rescue Begins God the Son (Gospels)

  God Among Us (Gospels)

Summer 2017 Stories and Signs Jesus the Storyteller (Synoptic Gospels)

  Jesus the Miracle-Worker (Gospels)

 Coming Next Quarter

Fall 2017 Jesus Saves Jesus the Savior (Gospels)

  Jesus the Risen King (Gospels, Acts)

Winter 2017-18 The Church on Mission The Spirit Who Empowers (Acts)

  The God Who Sends (Acts)

Spring 2018 Letters to God’s People The God Who Directs His People (Epistles)

  The God Who Changes Us (Epistles)

Summer 2018 Come, Lord Jesus God’s Prisoner (Acts, Epistles)

  The God Who Makes All Things New (Epistles, Revelation)

Scope and Sequence
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Unit 1:  
Ed Stetzer (sessions 1-2) holds the Billy Graham 
Distinguished Chair of Church, Mission, and Evangelism 
and is the Executive Director of the Billy Graham Center for 
Evangelism at Wheaton College. He serves as the general editor 
for The Gospel Project and is the author of numerous books, 
including Transformational Groups and Compelled.

Trevin Wax (sessions 3-6) is managing editor for The Gospel 
Project and author of several books, including Gospel-Centered 
Teaching and This Is Our Time: Everyday Myths in Light of 
the Gospel. He has served in pastoral roles in churches in the 
United States and Romania. He and his wife, Corina, have 
three children.

Unit 2:  
Leslie Hudson (sessions 7-8) is living her life calling to let 
others know the full riches of Jesus Christ (Col. 2:2-3) by 
teaching, speaking, and writing about God’s Word and its 
power. She and her husband, David, live with their children 
in White Bluff, Tennessee, where she works with Youth and 
Women’s ministries at First Baptist Church, Dickson.

D. A. Horton (sessions 9-10) currently serves as a pastor 
at Reach Fellowship, a church plant in North Long Beach, 
California, and as the Chief Evangelist for UYWI. He is also 
working toward his PhD in Applied Theology at Southeastern 
Seminary. He and his wife, Elicia, have three children, Izabelle, 
Lola, and Damon Jr (aka Duce).

Vance Pitman (sessions 11-13) is senior pastor of Hope 
Church in Las Vegas, Nevada. He also serves with the North 
American Mission Board as a national mobilizer, engaging and 
mobilizing pastors to plant more churches. He and his wife, Kristie, 
have four children and one son-in-law. Fellow pastors Jordan 
Smith and Tom McCormick assisted in writing these sessions.
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