
Old Testament Survey 
Jonah 

Introduc6on 

• Video introduc6on to the book of Jonah: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4VrujheblY   

• Jonah, whose name means dove, was an 8th century prophet (Hosea, Amos) whose ministry 
followed that of the prophet Elisha.  He is from the tribe of Zebulun. 

• His prophe6c ministry was during the days of Jeroboam II (2 Kings 14:23-15) and his message 
was intended for those of the Northern Kingdom.   

• There is a serious challenge as to whether Jonah is the author of this book since the en6re story 
is told in the third person.  However, the details of the story most certainly came from Jonah. 

• While the story centers on Jonah the main message is about the plan and purposes of God in 
dealing with both Jewish and Gen6le na6ons.  

• The genre of the book is where the greatest debate resides.  How you understand the genre of 
Jonah has a major influence on how you interpret and apply its message. 

1. Biblical fic6on or legend – It has a historical core (Jonah was a real person and Nineveh 
was a real place) but the story has been exaggerated and embellished by imagina6on.   

“To believe that Jonah should have remained in the fish for three days and three 
nights and should have prayed a beau6ful psalm of thanksgiving inside, exceeds 
the limits of credibility.”  

–J. A. Brewer, H. G. Mitchell, and J. M. P. Smith, A Cri&cal and Exege&cal 
Commentary on Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, and Jonah, p. 214.   

Ex. In the whale; size of Nineveh; speaking Assyrian; the plant 

        Response to those who ques6on the authen6city of the book: 

“If these be miracles, it is useless to discuss the gullet sizes and geographical 
habitats of dozens of species of whales, or the chemical content of mammalian 
diges6ve juices and their projected effect on human epidermis over prolonged 
periods.  If we wanted to discuss this sort of thing, we would have to begin with 
first things first, and ask whether or not God could talk to man, as he did in 
Jonah 1:1.”  

-J. Walton 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4VrujheblY


  Ill.  Story of the woman on the bus talking with an atheist 

2. Parable – It u6lizes a historical sefng but its primary purpose is to communicate one 
specific truth.  The story did not happen but the truth present is true nonetheless 
(parable of the Good Samaritan).   

3. Allegory – The story did not actually occur but each detail of the story represents a 
larger meaning: 

Jonah = Rebellious Israel 
Whale = Na6on of Babylon who swallows Israel 
Regurgita6on = Return from Exile 
Nineveh = Gen6le na6ons Israel is called to reach 

4. Historical narra6ve – Actual events rooted in real history 

▪ This is how the natural reading of the book is presented 
▪ This is how the Church for 1900 years understood it 
▪ This is how Jesus interpreted it 

Ma#hew 12:38-41 

Outline 

 Chapter 1 Rebellion: Running from God  Jonah went down 
 Chapter 2 Repentance: Running to God  Jonah cried out 
 Chapter 3 Restora6on: Running with God Jonah preached loud 
 Chapter 4 Resistance: Running against God Jonah swelled up 

Jonah 4:2 

Jonah shows the heart of God towards any na6on or peoples that turn from sin and trust Him to be their 
deliverer.   


