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Session

2
Toward Unity in the Cross

THEOLOGICAL THEME: Unity in the church must be grounded in truth, 
by the cross of Christ, and for the glory of God.

The Bible tells us that we have an adversary in Satan, who prowls about like a lion 
seeking someone to devour (1 Pet. 5:8). Satan loves to attack the body of Christ—the 
church—because he knows if he can get us isolated from the “herd,” he can take us 
down, making our moments unproductive for the movement of the kingdom of God. 

God has commissioned the church to take the 
message of the gospel to the nations. We are to 
live out the gospel so that His glory is clear and 
undeniable. He has purposed to use us—you 
and me, as part of the local church—to build 
the kingdom. When we are united through the 
cross, we stand as an undeniable force for the 
gospel. But if we are divided, at best, we become 
ineffective at carrying the message of the cross to 
the lost world around us. At worst, we steal the 
glory meant to be given to our King. 

God’s heart for us is to be a unified, powerful front against the schemes of the evil one. 
Not only is unity a critical line of defense, it is also crucial to our offense of carrying the 
gospel to the nations.

What are some common causes of division within churches today? 

 Voices from  
the Church
“The biggest pain that a 
Christian worker has is not 
from attacks from outside 
the church. Attacks from 
within the church are 
always more painful than 
serious persecution.” 1 

–Ajith Fernando 
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In 1 Corinthians 1:10-31 we are given direction and truth to guide our hearts and conduct 
toward unity. In this session we will see that our unity must be grounded in biblical 
convictions, not popular personalities. We will also contrast the wisdom and power this 
world has to offer with the wisdom and power displayed at the cross, which will show us 
that our unity is furthered as we boast only in the wisdom and power of our glorious Lord.

1.  Unity is grounded in convictions, not personalities 
(1 Cor. 1:10-17). 

10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same 
mind and the same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that 
there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 What I mean is that each one of you 
says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 
13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no 
one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (I did baptize also the household of 
Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ 
did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent 
wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

Divided. Immature. Quarreling. This was the type of church Paul was writing to. They 
were a new body of believers, only a few years old, and Paul was one of its founders 
(Acts 18:1-11). 2 After birthing this church and laboring with them for eighteen months 
in the truths of the gospel, he left them and continued his missionary journey. However, 
he soon received reports of the immorality and dissension among them (1 Cor. 1:11). 

Like an ornate jigsaw puzzle, Christians are part of a whole. Not one piece is alike, and 
no one piece can stand alone. We don’t make sense without each other. But here in the 
church at Corinth, people attempted to start a puzzle of their own. Men and women 
rallied around different leaders, and then they tried to prove why their group was better 
than the others, serving their own egos. 

Therefore, Paul challenged them to turn away from their divisions and toward unity. 
Specifically, Paul told them to be united “in the same mind and the same judgment” 
(1:10; see also Phil. 1:27; 2:1-8). 
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Unity that is grounded in gospel convictions lasts; 
unity that is attached to personalities doesn’t. That 
is what went wrong in Corinth, where there were 
several leaders to follow, and the church 
fragmented. The same can be true of churches 
today with multiple staff members or strong 
leaders in the church body. But even a church 
where everyone is unified behind the same leader 
may have placed its unity in peril, which can 
become evident when that leader leaves the 
church. But the gospel is unchanging. The gospel 
will not leave. The gospel will not accidentally or 
intentionally make us take unnecessary sides. That 
is why unity is grounded rightly in the gospel of 
Jesus Christ alone. 

Why are we tempted to find church 
unity in people, ideas, and activities 
instead of in the gospel?

How does the gospel help us maintain unity despite being diverse in 
so many other ways? 

As Christians, we are unified by the gospel of Christ. We are to be distinctive yet in 
accord with one another, like a beautiful symphony of notes and instruments that 
can only be heard and appreciated if every member of the orchestra plays his or her 
notes exactly as they were envisioned by the composer. Instead of pursuing notoriety 
by our own tune or playing the praises of another, we are to come together in perfect 
harmony to sing the song of the good news of Jesus to one another and to the lost souls 
around us. 

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
79. Body of Christ

The New Testament 
describes the church as the 
body of Christ. The church 
lives and operates as Christ’s 
representative here on 
earth, with Christ as its head 
(Col. 1:18). This means that 
the church is an extension 
of Christ’s ministry, carrying 
out His work by fulfilling 
the Great Commission 
(Matt. 28:18-20). In addition, 
the picture of the church as 
the body of Christ shows us 
the interconnectedness of 
individual Christians, with 
each member dependent 
upon one another for growth 
and sanctification (1 Cor. 12).
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What are some ways we can make sure we are calling attention 
to Christ instead of ourselves?

2.  Unity is preceded by God’s wisdom shown at the cross 
(1 Cor. 1:18-25). 

After stating that our unity can be found in Christ alone, Paul went on to show us the 
brilliance of the cross. From the world’s perspective, the cross makes no sense. The Jews 
were looking for the signs of the Messiah, a glorious king who would rescue them in a 
powerful, obvious way. To the wisdom-seeking Greeks, an uneducated, unimportant 
man from Galilee who willingly walked to His own death did not fit the part either. 
Nothing about this crucified Jesus looked wise, but it absolutely was. 

18 For the word of the cross is folly to 
those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 
19 For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
 and the discernment of the discerning 
I will thwart.”

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where 
is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, it pleased God 

through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs 
and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
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God’s use of the cross to bring about the deliverance of people from sin certainly falls into 
the category of God’s ways not being our ways (see Isa. 55:8). Crucifixion was Rome’s 
chosen manner of execution for slaves and non-citizens, and because it was so cruel and 
shameful, only Roman citizens who had been declared enemies of the state were crucified. 3 

To the Jewish mind and heart, the cross was a symbol of tyranny by an occupying foreign 
power. The thought that the long-awaited Messiah would end up being crucified was 
foolish because they looked to the Messiah to be the one who would finally free them 
from such oppression. For them, Jesus’ crucifixion closed the door on the possibility that 
He was the Messiah. While the Gentiles had no notion of the Messiah, they saw the cross 
as foolishness because the basic idea of an executed criminal being a hero was absurd. 

The world’s wisdom sees the cross as foolishness, but God made the world’s wisdom 
foolish through the cross. The cross was God’s plan to provide forgiveness for sinners 
who could not find forgiveness on their own. It is through faith in what is preached 
about the cross—Christ crucified—that people can be saved. True wisdom is to 
recognize this and trust in Christ. True foolishness is to reject the cross. 

What reasons do non-believers have today for finding the message of 
the cross so hard to believe? 

This young Corinthian church needed to 
remember that the gospel makes no sense from 
a human perspective. Not one of them deserved 
the grace of God, and neither do we. Yet it is this 
“foolishness” that binds us as believers. The 
undeserved forgiveness and abundant spiritual 
blessings we receive from our heavenly Creator 
unify us amidst all our earthly differences. 
Regardless of our backgrounds, spiritual gifts, 
or tightly held opinions, through the cross we all 
obtain eternal life with God. The gospel is 
our common denominator. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“Be united with other 
Christians. A wall with 
loose bricks is not good. 
The bricks must be 
cemented together.” 4 

–Corrie ten Boom  
(1892-1983) 
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How should the gospel help you put your gifts and talents and those 
of others in proper perspective? 

3.  Unity is furthered by Christians who boast only in 
the Lord (1 Cor. 1:26-31).

Gratitude and humility drive us toward unity 
together. When we truly grasp the depth of our 
sin and the breadth of God’s love for us, we will 
see people through the lens of this same love. 
When we rally around the work of Christ at the 
cross—an act of glorious grace from God—there 
is absolutely no room for boasting in anyone 
but God. Pride in any part of us is an act of 
forgetfulness. We cannot glorify God and 
ourselves at the same time. Paul didn’t hold 
back as he drove this point home. 

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might 
boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became 
to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as 
it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

 Voices from 
Church History
“Boasting is an evidence 
that we are pleased with 
self; belittling, that we are 
disappointed with it. Either 
way, we reveal that we have 
a high opinion of ourselves.” 5 

–A. W. Tozer (1897-1963) 
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Notice whom God has chosen. People who are not wise. Not powerful. Not of nobility. 
People who are weak, insignificant, and despised. That doesn’t make for a good résumé, 
does it? Why did God choose people the world looks past? Paul answered that question 
twice—so that no one can boast in himself but only in the Lord (1:29,31). God’s 
choosing reminds us of His grace—our salvation is not based on who we are or what 
we have done—and drives us toward humility. We cannot boast in ourselves because 
we have nothing worthy to boast about. 

What will it look like for Christians to embrace weak and foolish lives 
in the eyes of the world?

It is a great honor to know the Lord, our faithful, loving, righteousness Judge. Believers 
have much to boast about in Him. Again, this is our common denominator, our 
rallying cry. Though we may have different preferences on how our church building 
should look or opposing views on the details of our Sunday service, we are united in the 
desire to point others to God as the faithful, loving Savior. As we fix our eyes on Jesus, 
instead of our supposed strengths and our tightly held opinions, our hearts are naturally 
stirred for His name to be praised, and we will joyfully and passionately proclaim His 
goodness to the nations. 

Why is boasting in yourself so strongly condemned throughout Scripture?

How does boasting in the Lord bring Christians together in unity? 
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Conclusion 

Too often we approach the body of Christ 
to be served by it. We’re tired and weary. 
Sad and lonely. Needy for refreshment and 
encouragement, significance and affirmation. 
The church does serve as the hands and feet of 
Jesus, and we should receive such ministry and 
love from the church, but if our mind-set is 
mostly about what we can get from the people 
of God instead of holding on to a humble heart 
of service, we have it all backward. Jesus Himself 
came not to be served but to serve (Mark 10:45), 
and this example of humility is what begins to 
unify us. So when we’re tempted to demand our 
own way and assert our preferences to serve our 
own needs, we miss the unifying purpose of the 
church: to glorify God and make known the 
name of His Son, Jesus, through a lifetime of 
Spirit-filled living. 

CHRIST CONNECTION: Paul addressed divisions in the Corinthian church 
by reminding believers that the gospel overturns human expectations 
and robs us of any ability to boast in our salvation. Jesus is our wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption; therefore, selfish boasting 
and divisions have no place among God’s people.

 Voices from 
Church History
“When I survey the wondrous 
cross, On which the Prince 
of glory died, My richest 
gain I count but loss, And 
pour contempt on all my 
pride. Forbid it, Lord, that 
I should boast, Save in the 
death of Christ, my God! All 
the vain things that charm 
me most, I sacrifice them to 
His blood. See, from His head, 
His hands, His feet, Sorrow 
and love flow mingled down; 
Did e’er such love and sorrow 
meet, Or thorns compose so 
rich a crown? Were the whole 
realm of nature mine, That 
were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, 
my all.” 6 

–Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
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1.  What are some people, ideas, or activities you need to set aside or put in the 
proper perspective in order to pursue gospel unity in your group/church?

2.  In what ways can we demonstrate the wisdom of the cross in our lives and 
witness even though it is foolishness and weakness to the world?

3.  Make a list of all the things you have to boast about in Christ, and write 
a prayer thanking God for His blessings in your life.

HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to strive for unity in the 
church in order to showcase the beauty of the cross and the truth 
that Christ alone is the source of our salvation.
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