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SESSION 12

The Risen King Ascends

Summary and Goal 

After Jesus’ death, resurrection, and appearances for 40 days, it was time for the King to ascend into 
heaven and sit down on His throne at the right hand of God the Father. He had already given the 
Great Commission; now He would give His final words on earth until His return. He promised to 
send the Holy Spirit to empower the disciples for their mission, and He foretold the steps their mission 
would take as they took the gospel to the ends of the earth. Finally, Jesus ascended to the Father, where 
even now He is ruling over all of creation and simultaneously interceding for His people until He 
comes again.

Main Passage
Acts 1:4-14

Session Outline
1.  Jesus promises to send His Spirit to empower the disciples (Acts 1:4-5).
2.  Jesus prophesies the spread of the gospel throughout the earth (Acts 1:6-8).
3.  Jesus ascends to heaven, where He exercises divine authority (Acts 1:9-14).

Theological Theme
Jesus is presently at the right hand of the Father, where He exercises divine authority.

Christ Connection
Jesus’ ascension into heaven is a fulfillment of Psalm 110 and is the sign that God has marked out 
Jesus as the Lord of the universe. Seated at the right hand of God, Jesus intercedes for His people, 
gives us access to the Father, and fulfills God’s original intention to have a human reign over a created 
world. We wait for Jesus to return to this world in the same manner that He left.

Missional Application
God calls us to join His global mission of spreading the fame of Jesus in our city, our country, our 
continent, and to the ends of the earth.
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Introduction
Use the introduction to get across the need to have legal representation from 
someone who holds proper credentials. Contrast this with the stress of 
defending yourself in court (leader p. 142; PSG p. 110). 

What are your impressions when you hear of someone 
choosing self-defense in a courtroom instead of being 
represented by a lawyer?

What are the benefits of having a lawyer in court?

Recall the good news that we don’t have to represent ourselves thanks to 
Jesus. Then summarize this session on Christ’s ascension (leader pp. 142-143; 
PSG p. 111).

1.  Jesus promises to send His Spirit to empower 
the disciples (Acts 1:4-5).

Read Acts 1:4-5. Talk about how Jesus prepared His disciples for ministry before 
His ascension with news of the soon-in-coming fulfillment of the Father’s 
promise—the baptism of the Holy Spirit (leader pp. 143-144; PSG pp. 111-112). 

How does our perspective of earthly promises impact how 
we view God’s promises?

What can get in the way of your belief in God to be faithful 
to His promises? 

Emphasize that the gift of the Third Person of the Trinity—the Holy Spirit—
would forever define the disciples’ identity as the followers of Jesus 
(leader p. 144; PSG p. 112). 

Why are we prone to overlook the promise of the Holy Spirit 
instead of cherishing this gift?

 For Further 
Discussion
Why do you think the 
courtroom metaphor has 
become a common way 
to speak of our standing 
before God?

Do you find this metaphor 
to reflect biblical truth? 
Why or why not?

 For Further 
Discussion
Reflecting on 
Galatians 3:13-14, how is 
our receiving the Spirit 
the goal of the gospel on 
some level?

Pack Item 2: Jesus’ 
Passion Week Map
The Mount of Olives, the 
site of Jesus’ ascension, is 
noted on the map.

The Risen 
King Ascends

Session Plan

Session 12
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2.  Jesus prophesies the spread of the gospel 
throughout the earth (Acts 1:6-8). 

Ask a volunteer to read Acts 1:6-8. Describe the kingdom of God and how 
it is expressed. Elaborate on why the disciples would have wanted more 
information (leader p. 145; PSG p. 113). 

How do you handle the mysteries of life (what is God’s plan, 
how is God working, etc.)? 

How does Jesus’ response to the disciples in this passage 
encourage you regarding the unknowns in life? 

Note some ways the Holy Spirit helps Christians, particularly His enabling 
power to speak and proclaim the gospel boldly (leader p. 146). Show how Jesus 
in Acts 1 expounds on His mission for the disciples (leader p. 146; PSG p. 114). 

What are some examples of the Holy Spirit’s power that 
you have seen in Scripture? 

3.  Jesus ascends to heaven, where He exercises 
divine authority (Acts 1:9-14). 

Read Acts 1:9-14. Connect Jesus’ departure in a cloud with the presence of God 
(leader pp. 147-148; PSG p. 115). Using Pack Item 4: Hearing the Old 
Testament in the New, also connect Jesus’ departure in a cloud with Daniel’s vision. 

What is the significance of Jesus ascending into heaven and 
a cloud taking Him out of sight?

Stress that the angel’s statement also indicates that Jesus ascended in bodily 
form and thus will remain fully God and fully man for eternity. This 
One with all authority is interceding for His disciples (leader pp. 148-149; 
PSG pp. 116-117). Emphasize the ascension as yet another step, but not the final 
step, of Jesus’ exaltation with Pack Item 8: Jesus’ Exaltation. 

How can our prayers, both individual and corporate, 
express our faith in our risen and exalted King in heaven 
who is interceding with the Father on our behalf?

Conclusion 
End by encouraging the group that God does not call us to join His global 
mission alone. God has given His Spirit to all of us who have placed our 
hope in the finished work of Jesus on the cross (leader p. 149; PSG p. 117). 
Apply the truths of this session with “His Mission, Your Mission” (PSG p. 118). 

Pass out bookmarks from Pack Item 9: The Whole Christ to help group 
members remember our worldwide mission for our perfect Savior.

Point 3 Option
Before your group meets, 
enlist someone to read 
the article “Four Reasons 
Jesus’ Ascension Matters” 
and to be prepared to 
help the group grasp the 
significance of Jesus’ 
ascension into heaven. 

http://www.christianitytoday 
.com/edstetzer/2013/august/
why-ascension-matters.html

During group time, give 
the person a few minutes  
to share and summarize 
the four reasons. Ask the 
following questions to the 
entire group:

•  Why might the event of 
Jesus’ ascension seem 
overlooked at times?

•  In your own words, why 
should Jesus’ ascension 
matter for us?

Christ Connection: Jesus’ 
ascension into heaven is 
a fulfillment of Psalm 110 
and is the sign that God has 
marked out Jesus as the 
Lord of the universe. Seated 
at the right hand of God, 
Jesus intercedes for His 
people, gives us access to 
the Father, and fulfills God’s 
original intention to have a 
human reign over a created 
world. We wait for Jesus to 
return to this world in the 
same manner that He left.

.........................................................

Missional Application: God 
calls us to join His global 
mission of spreading the 
fame of Jesus in our city, 
our country, our continent, 
and to the ends of 
the earth.
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Introduction 
I was watching a silly movie the other day in which one of the 

characters burst into a courtroom to represent his client and friend in the 
trial proceedings. He asked the judge if he could approach the bench, and 
then he presented his law degree. Except that he wasn’t a lawyer. Instead, 
he had printed off a certificate from his computer in an attempt to have 
the (pretend) credentials to represent his friend. He was an impostor; his 
friend on trial was in a bind, and so, he faked it. The judge, however, was 
no fool and didn’t fall for his trickery. The judge laughed, grabbed the 
pseudo law degree and said something like, “Okay, whatever this is. Go 
ahead and present why you are here.” 

Since this was a movie, all of the scenes were embellished and 
dramatic. There isn’t much chance this would fly in a real court. Without 
a license to practice law, you cannot represent someone else in court; you 
only have the ability to represent yourself. I can’t imagine how stressful 
it would be to have someone without the proper credentials—let alone 
myself—representing me in a court of law. 

What are your impressions when you hear of someone 
choosing self-defense in a courtroom instead of being 
represented by a lawyer?

What are the benefits of having a lawyer in court? 

If we were to compare this situation to the Christian life—with 
God being the judge—aren’t we glad that we don’t have to represent 
ourselves and aren’t just left on our own? There is no one else but Jesus 
who is qualified to step in as our representative. And there’s no better 
representative that we could possibly have. We can be encouraged, 
knowing that Jesus is now acting as that representative—interceding 
with the Father on behalf of His own. 

Jesus is the risen King, and He has given us a mission, but we don’t do 
this mission alone. He has sent the Spirit to guide and empower us to be 
witnesses beyond the courtroom. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“The Spirit of Christ is the 
spirit of missions, and the 
nearer we get to Him, the 
more intensely missionary 
we become.” 1 

–Henry Martyn (1781-1812)

The Risen 
King Ascends

Expanded Session Content

Session 12
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Session Summary
After Jesus’ death, resurrection, and appearances for 40 days, it was 

time for the King to ascend into heaven and sit down on His throne 
at the right hand of God the Father. He had already given the Great 
Commission; now He would give His final words on earth until His 
return. He promised to send the Holy Spirit to empower the disciples 
for their mission, and He foretold the steps their mission would take 
as they took the gospel to the ends of the earth. Finally, Jesus ascended 
to the Father, where even now He is ruling over all of creation and 
simultaneously interceding for His people until He comes again.

1.  Jesus promises to send His Spirit to empower 
the disciples (Acts 1:4-5).

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you 
heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

Following Jesus’ resurrection and before His ascension into heaven, 
Jesus was preparing the disciples for their ministry in His name, so He 
ordered them to wait in Jerusalem for the promise of the Father to come 
(Acts 1:4). 

But what was this promise? Jesus had already been crucified as the 
perfect sacrifice for sins, and in being raised from the dead, He had dealt 
sin its death blow. Furthermore, He had already commissioned His 
followers and strengthened and encouraged them for the mission ahead 
with His many appearances and conversations. So what was the promise 
of the Father that remained?

Jesus describes to the disciples the promise of the Father in Acts 1:5, 
which makes reference to this passage in Luke 3:15-17:

 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, John 
answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who 
is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and 
to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.”

 Further 
Commentary
“The promise of the Spirit 
is specified in v. 5 with a 
reminder of the tradition 
attributed to John the 
Baptist in the Gospels: 
‘He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and with 
fire’ (Luke 3:16; cf. Mark 1:8; 
Matt. 3:11; John 1:33). The 
reference is to the unique, 
unrepeatable event at 
Pentecost when the 
Holy Spirit was poured 
out on the disciples in a 
visible form like fire (2:3). 
John’s was a baptism of 
repentance, and the church 
would continue to use the 
outward form of his water 
baptism as a confession 
of the name of Jesus on 
entry into the community 
of believers (2:38a). Unlike 
John’s baptism, the new 
converts would also 
receive the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit 
(2:38b). Throughout Acts 
new converts experienced 
repentance, baptism, and 
the gift of the Spirit.” 2 

–John B. Polhill
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The disciples could wait confidently for the promise’s fulfillment 
because God’s words are true and pure and sure. When God says He is 
going to do it, He will. His promises aren’t like our promises. In other 
words, we might make a promise to do something or to be somewhere, 
but we may break that promise in order to do something else or be 
somewhere else. 

Our promises aren’t always broken deliberately or out of spite; there are 
times when our circumstances lead us to break promises previously made. 
But God isn’t governed by circumstances; He isn’t affected by outside 
influences. When He makes a promise, it will be fulfilled. Nothing can 
get in the way of it. Jesus had already promised His return from the dead, 
and that was fulfilled. Why, then, would the disciples not believe that 
God will fulfill every promise He has made? So when the disciples were 
ordered to wait, they knew they should and that they would be given what 
was promised. 

How does our perspective of earthly promises impact how 
we view God’s promises?

What can get in the way of your belief in God to be faithful 
to His promises?

The Father had promised a baptism that couldn’t come from a mere 
man. In Luke 3:15-17, John the Baptist clearly recognized the divine 
authority and supremacy of Jesus, the One coming after him. This Jesus 
wasn’t a mere man, and He had power and authority far beyond his own. 
So much so that John didn’t even consider himself worthy to untie the 
sandals on Jesus’ feet—he didn’t feel worthy to perform the duty of a slave 
at the feet of Jesus. 

Now, as Jesus is with the disciples, the fulfillment of one of His 
promises, He informs them that soon they will receive the gift of the Third 
Person of the Trinity—the Holy Spirit. This is the Father’s remarkable 
promise, the gift of the Holy Spirit, a baptism that would forever define 
their identity as the followers of Jesus. 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a foretelling of the events that 
occurred at Pentecost, which takes place in Acts 2. At that time, the 
believers would be filled with the Holy Spirit and be given power to 
proclaim the gospel boldly. They would be given the supernatural 
gift to speak in various languages for the benefit of so many Jews and 
Gentile converts who had come for the festival from their various 
nations with various languages (Acts 2:1-11). This was the promised 
power and gift awaiting them—the Holy Spirit, the fuel for obeying 
the Great Commission. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“Trying to do the Lord’s 
work in your own strength 
is the most confusing, 
exhausting, and tedious of 
all work. But when you are 
filled with the Holy Spirit, 
then the ministry of Jesus 
just flows out of you.” 3 

–Corrie ten Boom  
(1892-1983)
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Why are we prone to overlook the promise of the Holy Spirit 
instead of cherishing this gift?

2.  Jesus prophesies the spread of the gospel 
throughout the earth (Acts 1:6-8). 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you 

at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not 
for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

After Jesus shared about the promise of the Father, the disciples 
wondered if this was finally the point at which Jesus would restore the 
kingdom to Israel. This was a familiar question for Jesus. Luke recorded 
the Pharisees’ asking about the coming of the kingdom of God, and 
Jesus responded: “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can 
be observed, nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the 
kingdom of God is in the midst of you” (Luke 17:20-21). 

The kingdom of God is associated with Jesus Himself. So the 
kingdom had been with the disciples and would continue to be to the end 
of the age (Matt. 28:20). But only God the Father knows the time and day 
of Jesus’ return, when the fullness of the kingdom comes and the complete 
restoration of God’s people and all of His creation will happen. 

I can imagine that the disciples were hoping for an end. They were 
living in a time of persecution. Their friend and Savior had been crucified 
just a few weeks ago, but as promised, Jesus rose from the grave. Now they 
were encountering the resurrected King just outside of Jerusalem, the holy 
city of God with the temple and where the king’s throne should be, and 
once again they were told to wait. And they were also told not to worry 
with the details; those are God’s prerogative. If I had been there, I imagine 
that I would have wanted to say, “Okay, but can’t You tell us something, 
Jesus!?” Perhaps the disciples responded differently and were okay with the 
mystery because of Jesus’ next promise. 

How do you handle the mysteries of life (what is God’s plan, 
how is God working, etc.)? 

How does Jesus’ response to the disciples in this passage 
encourage you regarding the unknowns in life? 

 Further 
Commentary
“How impressive is the 
scope of the missionary 
heart. Followers of Christ 
yearn for the gospel to go 
to the ends of the earth and 
into their own community. 
There can be no burden 
for distant unreached 
peoples without a burden 
for unreached neighbors. 
Christian believers see 
that it is their duty to cross 
over ethnic divisions. Christ 
demands a world heart! A 
heart that prays for those 
at home just as much as 
for those being touched 
by overseas missionaries. 
Jesus’ final words to 
his Church demand 
expansive hearts.” 4 

–R. Kent Hughes
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Jesus told the disciples that they would receive power when the Holy 
Spirit came upon them—when He baptized them with the Holy Spirit. 
This isn’t just any power, it’s power from the Third Person of the Trinity, 
the power of God. The Holy Spirit empowered Jesus’ earthly ministry in 
obedience to the Father and brought Jesus out of the tomb alive. Similarly, 
the Holy Spirit helps Christians as they strive for holiness, obedience, and 
faithfulness to Jesus’ mission. But one way that the disciples were about to 
experience the Spirit, and one that every Christian experiences, was His 
enabling power to speak and proclaim the gospel boldly. 

Jesus had shared similar words in Luke 24: “And behold, I am sending 
the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high” (v. 49). What encouragement the 
disciples must have felt knowing that they would receive power to 
complete the Great Commission that was just issued to them days before. 
Surely they were grateful to know that they wouldn’t need to go out and 
make disciples of all nations in their own strength and by their own might 
and with their own wisdom. Instead, they would be guided and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, who would give them the comfort, 
courage, and strength they would need for this great mission. 

Instead of allowing the disciples to focus on the details of the 
kingdom, which they couldn’t know, Jesus redirected their attention to the 
task at hand—it was a time for mission. Jesus had laid out the details of 
His mission for them in Matthew 28: Jesus’ disciples are to go and make 
disciples of all nations. Here in Acts 1, Jesus expounds on the mission He 
laid out. 

Jesus was serious about His disciples making disciples of all nations. 
They were not going to proclaim the gospel in Judea alone; they were 
going to share about Jesus in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and, if the 
mission wasn’t clear enough, “to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). This was 
an impossible mission for the first disciples on their own, but think of how 
comforting for them it must have been to know they weren’t going alone? 
Jesus had promised to be with them, and He would be, not physically but 
spiritually through the promise of the Father. They were going with and in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. And isn’t it comforting for us to know that 
our mission to share the gospel of Jesus isn’t done alone either?  

What are some examples of the Holy Spirit’s power that 
you have seen in Scripture? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“I want the whole Christ for 
my Savior, the whole Bible 
for my book, the whole 
church for my fellowship, 
and the whole world for my 
mission field.” 5 

–John Wesley (1703-1791)

 Voices from 
the Church
“The power of sin is broken 
in our lives. We have been 
given the deposit of the 
Holy Spirit. Though we 
once chose only to sin, we 
now have the power—and 
the growing desire—to 
choose righteousness. We 
who were once slaves to 
sin’s power are now free 
to serve God. We don’t 
always use our freedom. 
We still sin. But, over time, 
we learn increasingly to 
choose holiness. From 
that handwritten date in 
our Bibles onward, our 
entire lives are devoted to 
‘working out our salvation’ 
as we learn to choose 
righteousness instead of 
sin—to walk in obedience 
to God’s commands.” 6 

–Jen Wilkin
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3.  Jesus ascends to heaven, where He exercises 
divine authority (Acts 1:9-14). 

9 And when he had said these 
things, as they were looking 
on, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 And while they were 
gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them 
in white robes, 11 and said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking into heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will 

come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 And when 
they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were 
staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the 
Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were 
devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

After Jesus encouraged His disciples to wait for the Father’s promised 
gift and prophesied about the spread of the gospel to the end of the earth, 
He was taken up in a cloud to heaven. The fact that the disciples were given 
the privilege to watch the ascension is one thing, but in God’s kindness to 
them, they were reminded once again that the Father was with them, that 
His promises are true, and that Jesus would come again just as He had left. 
He departed in a cloud, and He will return on the clouds of heaven. 

The term cloud in the Bible is often found in conjunction with 
the presence of God, as it most certainly is here too. Examples of this 
connection can be seen in the following passages: 
•  “And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them 

along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they 
might travel by day and by night” (Ex. 13:21).

•  “And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Behold, I am coming to you in a thick 
cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and may also 
believe you forever’ ” (Ex. 19:9).

•  “An oracle concerning Egypt. Behold, the Lord is riding on a swift cloud 
and comes to Egypt; and the idols of Egypt will tremble at his presence, 
and the heart of the Egyptians will melt within them” (Isa. 19:1).

 Further 
Commentary
“The cloud is undoubtedly 
meant to symbolize the 
shekinah, the visible 
manifestation of the divine 
presence and glory. Such 
a cloud hovered above 
the tabernacle in the 
wilderness as a visible 
token of the glory of God 
that dwelt within the 
tabernacle (cf. Ex. 40:34). 
Such a cloud enveloped 
Jesus and three of his 
disciples on the Mount of 
Transfiguration as a visible 
sign of God’s presence and 
his approval of his Son 
(cf. Mark 9:7,11). Something 
very similar is presented 
here: Jesus as the ascended 
Lord is enveloped by 
the shekinah cloud, the 
visible manifestation of 
God’s presence, glory, 
and approval.” 7 

–Richard N. Longenecker

 Further 
Commentary
“While the exact site of the 
ascension may never be 
known, according to Luke, 
that area of the Mount of 
Olives closest to Bethany is 
the most likely location for 
Jesus to have blessed the 
disciples (24:50), exhorting 
them and us to be His 
witnesses ‘in Jerusalem, in 
all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth’ 
(Acts 1:8, HCSB).” 8 

–Lynn O. Traylor, 
Biblical Illustrator
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•  “He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, 
and a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased; listen to him’ ” (Matt. 17:5). 

•  “Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” (Matt. 24:30).

•  “Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the 
Lord” (1 Thess. 4:17). 

•  “Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even 
those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of 
him. Even so. Amen” (Rev. 1:7). 

What is the significance of Jesus ascending into heaven and 
a cloud taking Him out of sight?

The angels’ comforting statement for the disciples also pointed to the 
form in which Jesus ascended. He ascended in bodily form, scars and all, 
and He will return as a man coming for His bride, the church. 

Remarkably the God-man will remain fully God and fully man for 
eternity. He didn’t shed His skin upon His return to heaven. Even as He 
is interceding for us at the right hand of the Father, it is as a man. He 
continues to relate to us in a glorified state. He had the power to be rid of 
that body, but in His great love and care for us, He has chosen to be like 
us in every way, except without sin, for all eternity (Heb. 2:17-18; 4:15). 
And after Jesus’ ascension, the angels assured the disciples that Jesus would 
return again and return in the same form. 

We know this to be true of Jesus upon His return to heaven: He is at 
the right hand of the Father exercising the authority that was and is and 
always will be His. Paul proclaimed Jesus’ authority in this poetic praise in 
Colossians 1:15-20: 

 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For 
by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him. And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the 
body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness 
of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood 
of his cross.

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
54. Christ’s Exaltation

Whereas the death of 
Christ was the ultimate 
example of His humiliation, 
the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead is the first 
and glorious example of 
Christ’s exaltation. Christ 
was exalted when God 
raised Him from the dead, 
and Christ was exalted 
when He ascended to 
the Father’s right hand. 
He will be exalted by all 
creation when He returns. 
All of these aspects work 
together to magnify the 
glory and worth of Christ, 
resulting in the praise of 
the glory of His grace in 
rescuing sinners.

 Voices from 
Church History
“Everywhere creation 
offers obedient service 
to its Creator. The stars 
indicated his birth; clouds 
overshadowed him in his 
suffering, received him in 
his ascension, and they will 
accompany him when he 
returns for the judgment.” 9 

–Bede (circa 673-735)
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It is this Christ who is seated at the Father’s right hand interceding for 
His disciples with full knowledge of their weaknesses and frailties. Christ has 
all authority—full authority as fully God and fully man—and He has all 
authority for all eternity. He is the only One who is able to stand between 
sinful man and the holy God. He is the One who is able to save those who 
come to the Father through Him, both now and forevermore (Heb. 7:25). 
So we can share the gospel of this Savior-King with full assurance that He is 
reigning even now and that He still saves those who believe. 

When Jesus was gone from their sight, the disciples traveled to a home, 
gathered with other men and women, and waited and prayed in unity. 
They devoted themselves to one another and to prayer for what was about 
to happen. They were not anxious about the mission that they had been 
given because they knew that God’s promises were true. 

They didn’t try to come up with a plan right away. They didn’t pull 
out their calendars. They didn’t ask further questions. So often preparation 
for us looks busy, intense, and perhaps even a bit frantic. Not Jesus’ 
followers. They sat in anticipation of the Spirit and prayed. They were 
unified in their belief, resolve, and love. So they waited, rested, and prayed 
for what was to come. They had been given the mission to spread the 
gospel, and the incredible gift of the Holy Spirit would work powerfully 
through them, and us, to accomplish it. 

How can our prayers, both individual and corporate, 
express our faith in our risen and exalted King in heaven 
who is interceding with the Father on our behalf?

Conclusion 
God calls us to join His global mission of spreading the fame and 

gospel message of Jesus in our city, our country, our continent, and to 
the very ends of the earth. But we aren’t doing it alone. We couldn’t hope 
to accomplish this mission through our own strength and wisdom. God 
has sent His Spirit, and all of us who have placed our hope in the finished 
work of Jesus on the cross have the Spirit in us and access to the Spirit’s 
power. Let us rely on Him more and more as we seek to live out the Great 
Commission, spreading the fame and name of our Savior throughout 
the world. The King who is reigning in heaven is with us still here on earth!

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus’ ascension into heaven is a 
fulfillment of Psalm 110 and is the sign that God has marked 
out Jesus as the Lord of the universe. Seated at the right hand 
of God, Jesus intercedes for His people, gives us access to the 
Father, and fulfills God’s original intention to have a human reign 
over a created world. We wait for Jesus to return to this world in 
the same manner that He left.

 Voices from 
Church History
“There is no use in running 
before you are sent. There 
is no use in attempting 
to do God’s work without 
God’s power. A man 
working without this 
unction, a man working 
without this anointing, a 
man working without the 
Holy Ghost upon him, is 
losing his time after all.” 10 

–D. L. Moody (1837-1899)
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Get expert insights on weekly studies through Ministry 
Grid at MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject. 
Grow with other group leaders at the Group Ministry 
blog at LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry.

Study Material

 - “CHRIST: Jesus Is Raised from the Dead”—Chapter 15 from 
Living God’s Word by J. Scott Duvall and J. Daniel Hays

 - “5 Reasons the Ascension Matters”—Blog post by Marc Cortez; find 
a link to this blog post at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources 

 - Previous Biblical Illustrator articles, including “Where Jesus Ascended,” 
can be purchased, along with other articles for this quarter, at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator. Look for Bundles: The Gospel Project.
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The Risen King Ascends

Tip of the Week
Patterns of Adult Learning 

Adults follow a consistent pattern when it comes to needs that facilitate 
learning. It is wise for the adult Bible teacher to keep these patterns in mind:
• Desire for a safe environment. Maximize the freedom to explore.
•  Desire to be emotionally engaged. The learning experience must engage 

their affections.
• Desire to meet a challenge.
•  Desire for a reflective opportunity. Learners need time to take what is 

being taught and apply it to their lives.
•  Desire to feel like they are being stretched. Learning must challenge old 

patterns and perspectives in order to make way for new ones.
•  Desire for a learning community. Small groups provide support for 

learners and a sense of belonging that encourages learning. 11

Sermon Podcast

Clint Pressley: “What Do We Do Now?” 

Find a link to this at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

Additional Resources
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