
Old Testament Survey 
The Book of Ruth 

Introduc9on 

• The Book of Ruth is one of two books in the Bible named a=er women 
Esther was a Hebrew who married a Gen9le king 
Ruth was a Gen9le who married a Hebrew landowner 

• The story is a “roman9c quest” (John W. Reed) set against the dark backdrop of the 9me 
of ______________________.   

• Jewish considers _________ to be the author of the book (serious challenges).   

• The Book of Ruth is read annually by orthodox Jews during the Feast of ____________ 
(Fes9val of First Fruits) since the story occurs during the barley harvest.   

Re-tell the story of Ruth 

• Ruth is listed, along with three other women (Tamar, Rahab, and Bathsheba), among the 
genealogy of Jesus (MaQ 1).  What is unusual about their inclusion in the list? 

Each of the four women are _______________.  What does this say about God’s 
plan of salva9on?   

Key Concepts 

• The theme of___________________ – While the central figures of the book are Naomi, 
Ruth and Boaz, the hero of the story is God.   
     
      The ac9vity and sovereignty of God are inter-woven into the story.  The primary  
      purpose of the book is not to tell us of the faith of Ruth but the faithfulness of _____ 
      to bring His people out of spiritual darkness and advance His divine agenda.   



• The theme of _____ (lovingkindness, loyalty: Hebrew equivalent to grace = hesed) – It is 
a love that goes beyond ________________ and the _______________ of the law.   

1. Ruth demonstrates hesed toward Naomi (1:15-17) 

2. Ruth demonstrates hesed toward Boaz (3:6-10) 

3. Boaz demonstrates hesed toward Ruth – Kinsman Redeemer 

• The theme of ____________ – Various forms of the word “redeem” are found ___ 9mes 
in the Book of Ruth indica9ng its significance. 

Boaz is a Kinsman-redeemer  

Naomi is poverty stricken and Ruth is a descendent from the line of Moab 
(Offspring of incestuous rela9onship between Lot and his daughter).  Boaz 
takes the ini9a9ve to redeem (buy back) the legal rights of Elimelech (4:1-6) 

❖ Mosaic Law required land to stay among the family.  The nearest kin 
had the responsibility to buy back mortgaged property. 

❖ Mosaic Law required the redeemer to marry a childless widow and 
raise up an heir in the name of the dead rela9ve. 

    The nearest kin takes off his sandal and gives it to Boaz symbolically  
    represen9ng his forfeiture of the rights of redemp9on. 
          Where your feet stepped represented possession/authority 
  Ex. Joshua claimed where the soles of his feet stepped 

  Jesus is our Kinsman-Redeemer 

We are spiritually poor and the descendants of a cursed rela9onship 
(Adam/Eve) which resulted in the loss of our place before God.  Jesus 
came to redeem (buy back) us and to restore us to a right rela9onship!  


