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SESSION 12

Heaven’s Songs

Summary and Goal 

The Book of Revelation teaches us that not only does the purpose of our singing matter but so also the 
content of what we sing. It is not enough that we merely sing; to whom we are singing and why we are 
singing to Him are important as well. Two songs of praise to God in Revelation 4–5 help us see that 
we sing to our God who is holy, powerful, and eternal and who created everything. We also sing to the 
Lamb who redeemed people by His blood and who reigns forever. 

Main Passage
Revelation 4:2–5:14

Session Outline
1.  Praise the God who is holy, powerful, and eternal (Rev. 4:2-8). 
2.  Praise the God who created everything (Rev. 4:9-11). 
3.  Praise the Lamb who redeemed people by His blood (Rev. 5:1-10). 
4.  Praise the Lamb who reigns forever (Rev. 5:11-14). 

Theological Theme
Worship in heaven centers on the redeeming power of God demonstrated in the sacrifice of His Son.

Christ Connection
When John saw that no one was worthy to open the scroll or break its seals, he wept. Then he saw the 
slaughtered Lamb on the throne—Jesus, the Son of God who was slain for our redemption. Jesus is 
the One worthy of all praise and honor and blessing.

Missional Application
God calls us to worship here on earth in anticipation of our worship of the Lamb in heaven.
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Introduction
Open by discussing how singing is an appropriate means of worship and a 
rehearsal for eternity. Be sure to qualify that singing is not all we will do in 
the new creation, but it will be a core piece of what we will do (leader p. 142; 
PSG p. 110). 

How does singing as a gathered church help you feel 
connected to God? 

Summarize this session on Revelation 4–5, which teaches us that not only 
does the purpose of our singing matter but so does the content of what we 
sing (leader p. 142; PSG p. 111). 

1.  Praise the God who is holy, powerful, and 
eternal (Rev. 4:2-8). 

Read Revelation 4:2-8. Develop the three truths about God highlighted here: 
God is holy; God is powerful; and God is eternal. Offer a description of 
each attribute (leader pp. 143-144; PSG pp. 111-112). 

Why should we always start with God’s character and not 
just our own feelings when we worship?

Add that these three theological affirmations about God’s character should 
inform our worship today (leader p. 144; PSG p. 112).

What are some of your favorite hymns and songs to sing 
reflecting who God is?

2.  Praise the God who created everything 
(Rev. 4:9-11). 

Ask a volunteer to read Revelation 4:9-11. Comment on how God’s creative 
power and glory should compel us to fall down on our faces in worship 
(leader pp. 144-145; PSG p. 113).

What aspects of creation lead you to worship God the 
most? Why?

 For Further 
Discussion
Why do you think some 
people look at eternity in 
heaven as boring? 

Why do some people 
mistakenly believe hell is 
going to be an eternal party?

Point 1 Option
Ask groups of 3-4 to 
read the “Essential 
Christian Doctrine” 
Worship (leader p. 142; 
PSG p. 110) and to discuss 
the following questions 
(consider writing the 
questions on a board or 
sheet of paper for groups to 
have; also available on the 
DVD in The Gospel Project 
for Adults: Leader Pack):

•  Why must worship be a 
matter of the heart, and 
therefore all of life, before 
it can be encapsulated in 
our singing?

•  Why should God’s 
holiness, His power, and 
His eternal nature drive 
us to give Him praise 
and adoration?

After a few minutes, call 
for some responses for the 
benefit of the entire group.

Heaven’s Songs
Session Plan

Session 12
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Explain the two things the elders mean in saying that by God’s will 
everything exists and was created: 1) God wanted to create us (God’s 
sovereign oversight), and 2) we were created to live in a certain way (God’s 
sovereign commands) (leader pp. 145-146; PSG p. 113).

How does being created according to the will of God in both 
senses impact how you view yourself and your life?

3.  Praise the Lamb who redeemed people by 
His blood (Rev. 5:1-10). 

Read Revelation 5:1-10. Talk about the significance of Jesus seated in a special 
place and receiving worship (leader pp. 146-147; PSG pp. 114-115).

How does the picture of Jesus near the throne bring you 
comfort and hope today? 

Highlight John’s presentation of Jesus as a slaughtered lamb who saves people 
from their sin (leader p. 147; PSG p. 115).

What does reading of Jesus as the slaughtered Lamb make 
you think and feel? 

4.  Praise the Lamb who reigns forever (Rev. 5:11-14). 
Ask a volunteer to read Revelation 5:11-14. Point out that again we see Jesus 
at the throne being worshiped forever (leader p. 148; PSG p. 116). 

How should God’s attributes—such as His love, holiness, 
and power—guide how we worship Him now in preparation 
for eternity? 

Emphasize that God is worthy of our worship. His love overflowed to us in 
creation and in salvation, so our love for God should overflow into proclaiming 
the gospel to everyone who will hear it (leader p. 149; PSG pp. 116-117).

How does worship of God fuel evangelism? 

Conclusion 
Remind the group that worship does not start one day in the future—it 
begins now, today, as we sing to God with the gathered church and continue 
to do so into the eternal order of things (leader p. 149; PSG p. 117). Apply the 
truths of this session with “His Mission, Your Mission” (PSG p. 118). 

Pass out bookmarks from Pack Item 13: Our Worship to help group members 
keep their worship in song and life in the proper perspective.

Pack Item 2: 
Hearing the 
Old Testament 
in the New
Pack Item 3: 
Handout
As part of point 3, ask 
group members to pull out 
their handout and fill in the 
two blanks for this session:

•  “A Descendant of Judah…” 
(answer: “The Lion…”)

•  “The Suffering Servant…” 
(answer: “One Like a 
Slaughtered Lamb…”)

Then ask your group the 
following question: 

•  What do you think is 
meant by the contrast of 
a Lion who has conquered 
and a slaughtered Lamb?

Christ Connection: When 
John saw that no one 
was worthy to open the 
scroll or break its seals, 
he wept. Then he saw the 
slaughtered Lamb on the 
throne—Jesus, the Son of 
God who was slain for our 
redemption. Jesus is the 
One worthy of all praise 
and honor and blessing.

....................................................

Missional Application: God 
calls us to worship here 
on earth in anticipation of 
our worship of the Lamb 
in heaven.



142 Leader Guide  

Introduction 
When some people think of eternity, they envision singing for billions 

and billions of years, and that thought quite frankly bores them. While we 
will do much more than just sing in eternity, as we will see in the next 
session, the singing we will do will be far from boring. We will sing with 
redeemed minds, hearts, and lips free of sin. Our songs in eternity will be 
rooted in a deeper, purer, and broader understanding of God and our 
salvation than we experience on earth. And our singing in eternity will be 
offered to God in His very presence. There’s nothing boring about that! 

While our singing in eternity will be better, our singing today is 
meaningful, important, and transformational too. When we sing, we 
affirm the gospel. Paul says that singing is a core piece of worshiping 
God because singing is an outflow of dwelling on God’s Word and the 
gospel (Col. 3:16) and is a way we fight against sinful actions and speech 
(Eph. 5:18-19). Psalm 96, for example, tells us to sing to the Lord as a way 
of proclaiming salvation. 

When we sing, we experience a dress rehearsal for eternity. As we will 
see in this session, we will sing praises to the Lord forever. Again, this is 
not all we will do, but it will be a core piece of what we will do. So as new 
creations in Christ, we proclaim to each other, and the world around us, 
what the perfection of eternity with God will be like tomorrow, today. 

How does singing as a gathered church help you feel 
connected to God? 

Session Summary 
In this session, we will continue our study of Revelation, which teaches 

us that not only does the purpose of our singing matter but so also the 
content of what we sing. It is not enough that we merely sing; to whom 
we are singing and why we are singing to Him are important as well. We 
will trace two songs of praise to God in Revelation 4–5 to help us see that 
we sing to our God who is holy, powerful, and eternal and who created 
everything. We will then see that we also sing to the Lamb who redeemed 
people by His blood and who reigns forever. 

 Voices from 
the Church
“Our worship should 
express more of what God 
has done for us, and less of 
what we will do for Him.” 1 

–Matt Boswell

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
89. Worship

While many reduce 
worship to an event or 
the singing of worship 
songs, worship is first and 
foremost something of the 
heart and extends to all 
areas of life. The aim and 
focus of worship is God, 
giving Him the exact due 
of praise and adoration 
that He deserves. Worship 
should be carried out not 
only at a personal level 
within a Christian’s life 
but also in joining with 
other Christians in the 
corporate act of worship 
and stewarding our gifts 
for the glory of God. 
Corporate worship serves 
to edify and strengthen 
other Christians, but it 
also serves as a witness 
to non-believers of the 
greatness of God.

Heaven’s Songs
Expanded Session Content

Session 12



143Session 12

1.  Praise the God who is holy, powerful, and 
eternal (Rev. 4:2-8). 
In the previous two sessions, we have seen the holy, perfect, righteous, 

loving character of God, which gives us reason to worship. Our worship is 
driven by God’s character and the works He has done. This is the worship 
John describes in Revelation 4:2-8. 

2 At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with 
one seated on the throne. 3 And he who sat there had the appearance of 
jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that had 
the appearance of an emerald. 4 Around the throne were twenty-four 
thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in 
white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. 5 From the throne 
came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and 
before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven 
spirits of God, 6 and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, 
like crystal.

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living 
creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: 7 the first living creature like 
a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature 
with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in 
flight. 8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are 
full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease 
to say,

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,
who was and is and is to come!”

God is holy.
To say God is holy is to say He is set apart or unique. There is nothing 

and no one like God, which is why those around the throne do not merely 
declare God is holy. They say more—He is holy, holy, holy. He is three-
times holy. Triple-holy. 

When the Jewish people in John’s day heard this repetition, they 
surely thought back to the familiar triple-holy language in Isaiah’s vision 
of God’s throne in Isaiah 6:3. They understood this repetition was telling 
them God’s holiness is beyond comprehension. The living creatures say it 
three times to show how holy God really is. He isn’t just holy, He is holy. 

For Christians reading Revelation today, this triple use of holy 
reminds us of God’s three-ness—He is one God in three Persons. The 
triune God exhibits absolutely beauty and majesty with unmatched 
holiness—a holy, holy, holy God. 

 Further 
Commentary
“ ‘Jasper’ is an opaque 
jewel also mentioned 
in the description of the 
new Jerusalem (21:11,19). 
‘Carnelian stone’ is a vivid 
red color. A ‘rainbow’ is 
God’s covenant sign that 
he will never again judge 
the earth by destroying 
every creature in a 
flood (Gen. 9:8-17). The 
Apocalypse tells of God’s 
just judgment of the 
world by other means. 
The ‘twenty-four elders’ 
could refer to angels, but 
since there were elders 
as leaders in both Israel 
(Num. 11:16) and the church 
(Titus 1:5), it is more likely 
that twelve of the twenty-
four represent the tribes of 
Israel and the other twelve 
the apostles of Christ, 
previewing the reference 
to the twelve tribes and 
twelve apostles in the 
new Jerusalem (21:12,14). 
Elsewhere in Revelation, 
‘white clothes’ and ‘golden 
crowns’ make up the attire 
of victorious believers (3:5; 
6:11; 7:9; 19:8,14).” 2 

–A. Boyd Luter



144 Leader Guide  

God is powerful. 
God’s infinite power is one way He is set apart from His creation. 

The power we observe in nature, harness in laboratories, and produce in 
generators is too weak, insignificant, and limited to even measure on the 
same scale as God’s unending power. It is this power, God’s omnipotence, 
on display around the throne that John describes as “flashes of lightning,” 
“peals of thunder,” and “torches of fire.” 

We may not be sure if there were a literal heavenly thunderstorm coming 
from God’s throne and what the creatures might be or represent, but John 
paints a vivid picture of God’s absolute and unmitigated power. When we 
see language and imagery like this in the Bible, we know writers like Isaiah 
and John are trying to put words to something that is indescribable.  

God is eternal. 
When we think of eternity, we often think of time having no end. 

It just keeps going forever. But when we say God is eternal, we say much 
more than that. It’s not that God just lives forever, although He certainly 
does. When it comes to God being eternal, we speak of His essence—we 
describe a fundamental part of His nature. God is eternal in that He exists 
outside of time. 

Time is a way to measure spaces between beginnings and endings, 
and it gives us a backdrop to evaluate how things change. But God has 
no beginning or ending and He does not change. He does not grow old, 
tired, or weary. God is eternal, and therefore, He is totally unlike us. As 
those around the throne proclaim, He was (He has always existed), He is 
(He exists now), and He is to come (He will always exist). 

Why should we always start with God’s character and not 
just our own feelings when we worship?

This scene of worship in Revelation is built around these basic 
theological affirmations about God, and our worship today should be 
the same. Our knowledge of God through the Scriptures should direct 
our hearts, minds, and mouths to proper worship. And when we sing, we 
sing the good news of who God is and what He has done to us and those 
around us. This is a song we sing now and will sing forever.

What are some of your favorite hymns and songs to sing 
reflecting who God is?

2.  Praise the God who created everything 
(Rev. 4:9-11). 
God is worthy of worship because of who He is and also because of 

what He has done. 

 Further 
Commentary
“This passage shows how 
fearful and terrible God is 
to those unworthy of his 
longsuffering. However, 
the lightning and the 
thunder become, to 
those worthy of salvation, 
their enlightenment. 
The lightning enlightens 
the eyes of the mind, 
and the thunder falls on 
spiritual ears.” 3 

–Andrew of Caesarea

 Voices from 
the Church
“True theology galvanizes 
our affections toward God, 
not toward theology.” 4 

–Jared C. Wilson
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9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks 
to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the 
twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and 
worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying,

11 “Worthy are you, 
our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,
and by your will 
they existed and were created.”

When seeing the throne of a God who is radiating a heavenly 
thunderstorm so powerful that words to describe it fail you, it is hard not 
to fall on your face in worship. But when you think of the power and 
glory of the One who created all that we know (and what we do not 
know too) by the power of His spoken word, it keeps you down on 
your face. 

We could say more, but we shouldn’t miss the overarching point 
here—that God’s creative power is unfathomable to us. We cannot 
comprehend anything beyond the creation we see, and yet, God created 
the subatomic particles, or whatever is even more basic to creation than 
subatomic particles, that we cannot see just as He created distant stars and 
planets we can only dream of. From the largest star in the farthest corner 
of the universe to the smallest atomic building block, everything exists by 
the word and will of God. 

What aspects of creation lead you to worship God the 
most? Why?

What do the elders around the throne mean when they say by God’s 
will everything exists and was created? To understand this, we have to 
think of God’s will in two parts. 

First, God’s will refers to His sovereign oversight. We acknowledge 
God’s will when something happens that is ultimately outside of our 
control (which is actually everything). Currently, I live in Tennessee 
because of a host of reasons I can identify (life situation, ministry 
opportunity, etc.), but I know that the primary reason why I live here 
is because of God’s will. Nothing happens outside of His control. It is 
primarily God’s will that I live where I live, work where I work, and have 
the family I have (see Gen. 50:20; Ps. 115:3; Acts 17:26). 

 Further 
Commentary
“The chorus of four living 
creatures swells as the 
‘twenty-four elders fall 
down’ and ‘cast their 
crowns before the throne,’ 
offering worship and 
expressing submission to 
God’s authority. The elders 
extol God as ‘worthy’ of 
threefold tribute (‘glory,’ 
‘honor,’ ‘power’) because 
he exerts his sovereign ‘will’ 
in creating and sustaining 
all things. God receives 
‘power,’ not in the sense 
that an omnipotent being 
can become stronger, 
but in the sense that the 
strength of his creatures 
is used to honor him. 
These praises of God for 
his eternal perfection and 
creative achievement 
are the prelude to a ‘new 
song,’ which will laud 
God and the Lamb for 
redemption, the climactic 
display of their divine 
worthiness (5:9-10).” 5 

–Dennis E. Johnson

 Further 
Commentary
“The eschatological hope 
of Revelation actually has 
its basis, not only in the 
understanding of God 
as Creator, but also in 
the belief in the Creator’s 
faithfulness to his creation. 
If faith in God as Creator 
raises the possibility of new 
creation, it is trust in his 
faithfulness to his creation 
which gives hope for 
new creation.” 6 

–Richard Bauckham
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But God’s will also refers to His sovereign commands and expectations for 
how we are to live, such as the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:1-17), the Sermon 
on the Mount (Matt. 5–7), and the Great Commission (Matt. 28:18-20). 
God’s will is that we reflect His perfect, holy character by not lying, stealing, 
or coveting. It is God’s will that we be peacemakers and that we hunger and 
thirst for His righteousness. It is also His will that we make disciples of all 
nations and teach them to obey all that Jesus commanded. 

So to be created by the will of God means that 1) we were created 
because He wanted to create us and 2) we were created to live a certain 
way. The elders around the throne sing praise to God for creating us 
because He did not have to create us, yet He did.  

How does being created according to the will of God in both 
senses impact how you view yourself and your life?

3.  Praise the Lamb who redeemed people by 
His blood (Rev. 5:1-10). 
As we have seen, Revelation portrays Jesus as equal to God, and thus 

God Himself. For this reason, Jesus receives the same praise, honor, and 
worship that the Father does. 

1 Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a 
scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw 
a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the 
scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the 
earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 4 and I began to weep 
loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into 
it. 5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open 
the scroll and its seven seals.”

6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among 
the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven 
horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into 
all the earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of 
him who was seated on the throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, 
the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 
Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are 
the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slain, 
and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language 
and people and nation,

 Voices from 
the Church
“God does not make junk, 
and he does not junk what 
he has made.” 7 

–Albert M. Wolters

 Voices from 
Church History
“I refuse to adore that 
workmanship which He 
has made for our sakes. 
The sun and moon 
were made for us: how, 
then, can I adore my 
own servants?” 8 

–Tatian (circa 110-180)

 Further 
Commentary
“The Lamb John saw 
‘standing in the centre 
before the throne’ still 
bore the scars of his 
bloody death, just as the 
risen Jesus still bears the 
marks of his crucifixion 
(John 20:24-26). But it also 
had ‘seven horns’ (5:6b). 
Horns are a sign of power 
(Deut. 31:17; 1 Kings 22:11) 
and seven horns indicate 
complete power. The 
Lamb also has ‘seven 
eyes,’ representing ‘the 
seven spirits of God sent 
out into all the earth.’ This 
image indicates Christ’s 
knowledge of all that is 
happening on earth, as well 
as the all-pervading nature 
of the Holy Spirit’s work.” 9 

–Ramesh Khatry
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10 and you have made them a kingdom 
and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”

Depending on how verse 6 is translated, we can say that Jesus is “near” 
or “in the midst of” God’s throne. This is similar to language used in 
Revelation 7:17, and it also reminds us of Jesus’ ascension to heaven soon 
after His resurrection, when He was lifted up to “the right hand of God” 
(Acts 7:55; Eph. 1:20). 

We know that God the Father is on the throne, but at the same time, 
we can know that Jesus is on the throne too. He is not in a secondary 
position just because He is “near” or “at the right hand” of the throne. In 
fact, when speaking to the church in Laodicea, Jesus says that the throne 
belongs to Him (Rev. 3:21). Perhaps the biblical writers are trying to 
describe something we have never really seen—multiple persons sitting 
on the same throne. But we know that the Father and Son are equally 
worshiped as the King on the throne. 

So whether Jesus is seated in a special place at the throne or near the 
throne, we know He is on the throne with His Father. John describing Jesus 
as “near” the throne instead of “on” the throne was not to minimize Jesus’ 
authority in any way. He was trying to convey the exact opposite—that 
Jesus is to be esteemed as the King of kings because He is not bowing at the 
throne, but instead, He is bowed to by those worshiping around the throne. 

How does the picture of Jesus near the throne bring you 
comfort and hope today? 

As John focuses his attention on Jesus near the throne, he describes 
Him as a slaughtered lamb who purchased people by His blood. This 
pictures Jesus’ death on the cross, where He substituted Himself in our 
place, and His resurrection because John does not see a slaughtered lamb 
lying down dead but standing up very much alive. 

Throughout the Bible, we see spotless lambs being sacrificed for the 
sins of God’s people, but there is always a need for another sacrifice 
(Ex. 12:11-13; Lev. 4:35). These lambs were insufficient to provide the 
forgiveness needed. They were placeholders, waiting for the Lamb who 
would be the perfect sacrifice. 

Only a perfect God can forgive sins, and only a perfect man can die 
as a substitute for imperfect men. So God the Son stepped into human 
history to die as the final, ultimate sacrificial Lamb. The slaughtered lambs 
of the Bible were pointing to the Lamb of God who would once and for all 
take away the sins of the world (John 1:29; Heb. 10:1-18). 

What does reading of Jesus as the slaughtered Lamb make 
you think and feel? 

 Further 
Commentary
“To seal an ancient letter 
or scroll with wax on 
the outside edge was 
customary. This guarded 
the privacy of the contents 
until some authorized 
person broke the seal and 
opened the scroll. The 
scroll that John saw was 
‘sealed with seven seals’—
meaning that it had been 
completely and totally shut 
by God himself (see also 
Dan. 12:4). An important 
part of understanding 
the material in the next 
chapter of Revelation, in 
which the seals are broken, 
is to visualize properly the 
location of the seals. To 
read any of the contents 
other than what was on 
the very outside edge, you 
had to break ‘all seven 
seals.’ This scroll is not 
titled, and scholars have 
debated long about exactly 
what this scroll represents. 
Ultimately, there can be 
little question. This is God’s 
Judgment Scroll, his plan 
long ago made to condemn 
wickedness and reward 
righteousness. If God is 
the one who made the 
plan, then God’s Son is the 
only one worthy to enact 
the plan.” 10 

–Kendell H. Easley

 Voices from 
Church History
“Therefore everything 
which Christ has is ours, 
graciously bestowed on us 
unworthy men out of God’s 
sheer mercy.” 11 

–Martin Luther (1483-1546)
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4.  Praise the Lamb who reigns forever (Rev. 5:11-14). 
God the Son, who lived as a perfect man to die as a sacrificial lamb, is 

described in the praise hymns of Revelation as the One who reigns forever. 
He reigns because He is the King on the throne, and He reigns forever 
because He is eternal God. The cross was not a hearse leading to a dead 
and defeated man’s everlasting grave—it was the living God’s victory 
chariot that passed through the grave. 

11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures 
and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads 
and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”

13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might 
forever and ever!”

14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down 
and worshiped.

Again, we see Jesus at the throne, being worshiped as One with 
authority and divine power. The language used is the same as other 
Scripture passages where divine worship is portrayed: “worthy,” “glory,” 
“honor.” And this worship will never end—it will go on in an amazing 
crescendo of praise forever and ever. 

We saw in the first chapter of Revelation that Jesus is identified as 
God, being “the first and the last” (Rev. 1:17; cf. 1:8). As God, Jesus is 
holy, powerful, and eternal. His reign has no beginning or end. The Son 
of God has ruled from eternity past and will continue to reign through 
eternity future. Jesus’ few years on earth were not the totality of His life 
but rather a brief moment in which He stepped into time to set us free 
to join with Him for eternity. We have a King whom death cannot hold 
down. We have a King whom Satan cannot defeat. We have a King 
whose throne belongs to Him alone and to whom all glory and honor and 
power belong. 

How should God’s attributes—such as His love, holiness, 
and power—guide how we worship Him now in preparation 
for eternity? 

 Further 
Commentary
“Whereas the first hymn in 
this scene is sung only to 
God (4:10-11), and the next 
two are songs of praise 
to the Lamb (5:9-10,12), 
the last hymn in 5:13-14 
is a grand finale in which 
all of God’s creatures in 
heaven and earth and in 
the sea unite in praise to 
both God the Father and 
God the Son (5:13; 7:12; 
Phil. 2:6-11). The number 
of singers has increased 
from twenty-eight in 
5:8 to ‘every creature in 
all creation’ (5:13). The 
imagination is staggered 
by the numbers!” 12 

–Onesimus Ngundu
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God is not just a concept; He is real and He is perfectly good, and 
therefore, He is worthy of our worship. This is why the creatures, angels, 
and elders gather around the throne in heaven and sing to Him without 
end. They do not worship Him because they have to—they worship Him 
because He is loving, kind, awesome, glorious, and good. God’s character 
compels worship. 

May we join with all those who have fallen down on their faces in awe 
at the sight of God’s throne. May we see the holiness, power, and eternal 
nature of God not as a threat to our existence but as the source of our 
existence and as motivation to unleash vibrant worship of God from our 
hearts across our lips and out into the world. And may that worship only 
increase in passion, length, width, and depth the more we come to know 
our God in His fullness. 

But let us not stop there. Just as God’s love overflowed to us in 
creation and in salvation, may our love for God overflow into proclaiming 
the gospel to everyone who will hear it. May we be so enthralled with God 
and so burdened for people that we cannot help but invest all we can—all 
we have—into bringing them together. Our King will reign forever, and 
those who confess His name and believe His gospel will reign forever with 
Him. That is the hope to which we look forward and that is the hope that 
we share. 

How does worship of God fuel evangelism? 

Conclusion
Revelation 4–5 gives us two snapshots of amazing worship of God. 

While some of the imagery is mysterious and confusing, one thing is clear 
and compelling: Our God deserves our worship because of the greatness 
of who He is and what He has done. God has given us ample cause to 
worship Him in His holiness, power, glory, love, mercy, and grace, all of 
which we see most clearly in the provision of Jesus. It is because of Jesus, 
the resurrected slaughtered Lamb, that we are able to worship God, let 
alone enter His presence. And it is because of Jesus that we will be with 
God forever, worshiping in various ways without end. But that worship 
does not start one day in the future—it begins now, today, as we sing 
to God with the gathered church and as that song carries over into our 
communities for all the world to hear the glories of our God. 

CHRIST CONNECTION: When John saw that no one was worthy 
to open the scroll or break its seals, he wept. Then he saw the 
slaughtered Lamb on the throne—Jesus, the Son of God who was 
slain for our redemption. Jesus is the One worthy of all praise and 
honor and blessing.

 Voices from 
Church History
“Socrates did not claim 
to be Zeus, nor the 
Buddha to be Bramah, 
nor Mohammed to be 
Allah. That sort of claim 
occurs only in Our Lord 
and in admitted quacks 
or lunatics. I agree that 
we don’t ‘demand crystal 
perfection in other men,’ 
nor do we find it. But if 
there is one Man in whom 
we do find it, and if that 
one Man also claims 
to be more than man, 
what then?” 13 

–C. S. Lewis (1898-1963)
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Get expert insights on weekly studies through Ministry 
Grid at MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject. 
Grow with other group leaders at the Group Ministry 
blog at LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry.

Study Material

 - “Worship … for the Purpose of Godliness”—Chapter 5 from Spiritual 
Disciplines for the Christian Life  by Donald S. Whitney

 - “C. S. Lewis on the Theology and Practice of Worship”—Article by Justin 
Taylor; find a link to this article at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources 

 - Previous Biblical Illustrator articles, including “The Lamb in Revelation,” 
can be purchased, along with other articles for this quarter, at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator. Look for Bundles: The Gospel Project.
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Heaven’s Songs

Tip of the Week
Mission Birthed by Worship

“A gospel-centered teacher isn’t satisfied to see the group learn truths about 
God. A gospel-centered teacher wants the group to feel those truths. To 
feel the full weight of God’s provision for us in Christ. To have the heart’s 
affections stirred to worship of the loving God who has saved us by His 
grace and incorporated us into His family. What’s at stake when we rush 
toward application? We can sometimes short-circuit the moment of awe 
that the Scriptures intend to evoke. We hurry to the practical so fast we 
miss the powerful!…Rushing to application is a sign that we are bored 
with the Bible. Fight the temptation. Make sure you get to mission, but 
first, give people the unvarnished Jesus.” 14

Sermon

Paul Tripp: “Cascading Praise” 

Find a link to this at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

Additional Resources
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Unit 2: 
Robert Smith Jr. (sessions 7-9) is a professor of Christian 
preaching and holds the Charles T. Carter Baptist Chair of 
Divinity at Beeson Divinity School in Birmingham, Alabama. 
He is the author of Doctrine That Dances and The Oasis of God. 
He is married to Dr. Wanda Taylor-Smith, and they have four 
adult children with one in heaven.

Brandon D. Smith (sessions 10-13) works with the Christian 
Standard Bible and co-hosts the Word Matters podcast. 
He is the author of Rooted: Theology for Growing Christians 
and They Spoke of Me: How Jesus Unlocks the Old Testament. 
He and his wife live near Nashville, Tennessee, with their 
two daughters.
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