
Old Testament Survey 
Zephaniah 

Introduc8on 

• Zephaniah is a common Old Testament name meaning “God’s treasure” or “God has 
hidden” perhaps because he was born when King Manasseh was sacrificing babies and 
killing the prophets of the Lord.   

• Zephaniah was a prophet but also a descendant of royalty.  He was the great-great 
grandson of King Hezekiah (1:1).   

Hezekiah – Manasseh – Amon – Josiah (640-609 BC) 

• His brief ministry was during the days of Josiah.  Josiah commissioned the Temple to be 
restored aWer the abomina8ons of Manasseh and Amon.  While restora8on was taking 
place, the Book of the Law was discovered (2 Kings 22-23).  Josiah called for na8onal 
reform and revival.   

There was reform but no repentance.  A shallow and superficial expression of 
faith prevailed.  The people were religious but they were not righteous.   

“They got rid of the idols in their homes but not their hearts.” –Warren Wiersbe 

It is in this context that Zephaniah preaches the coming judgment of God 
and calls for genuine repentance.   

Outline of the Book 

• The coming judgment on Judah 1:1-2:3 

The people had a divided allegiance between Yahweh and Baal (1:2-7a).    

“The day of the Lord” is a recurring theme.  Other than perhaps the book of Joel, no 
other prophet uses the term more frequently.  It is a reference to the sure and swiW 
judgment of God on disobedience (1:14-18) 

 The day of the Lord was a term used for pending judgment 
 The day of the Lord is a term used for coming judgment 



Even during the eve of destruc8on, God would show mercy to those who 
repent (2:1-3), yet Judah would not cease from their wickedness.   

• The coming judgment on the na8ons 2:4-3:7   

Judgment would fall on Philis8a, Moab, Ammon, Egypt, and Assyria, yet despite all that 
Judah witnessed, she did not believe God would judge her (3:6-7).   

• The restora8on of the righteous 3:8-20 

The final seven verses of the book reveals God’s heart of mercy (3:14-20).  It is not that 
God has stayed His righteous wrath, but that His wrath has been fulfilled. 

  “Wrath is not forgoden, rather it is eliminated through the comple8on of  
  judgment.” –Paul House 

Much more then, having now been jus:fied by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death 
of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

 Rom 5:9-10 (NKJV) 

My liBle children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the 
propi:a:on for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. 

 1 John 2:1-2 (NKJV) 

This is the picture of the God of Israel.  A covenant making Creator who abhors sin and yet 
makes a way whereby sin is dealt with and the sinner is redeemed.  He is a righteous God who 
loves mercy and finds no delight in the death of the wicked. 


