
Old Testament Survey 
Zechariah 

Introduc)on 

• Zechariah is a common Old Testament name (used nearly 30 9mes) meaning God 
Remembers.  God remembers His covenant promises and the restora9on of Israel is the 
theme of this book. 

             8:14-15 

• Zechariah is iden9fied as a post-exilic prophet who is a descendant of the tribe of Levi 
making him both a prophet and a priest.  He has special interest in the city of Jerusalem 
(men9oned 40 9mes) and the rebuilding of the Temple aLer the Babylonian exile. 

 1:12-17 

• Zechariah is the younger contemporary of Haggai.  Both men challenge the apathy of 
Israel and challenge them to renew their faith and the building project.  Zerubbabel is 
governor and Joshua is the High Priest (515 BC).   

• There are 41 references or allusions to the book of Zechariah in the New Testament 
most of which are found in the Gospels and in Revela9on.   

• The book is divided into two primary sec9ons 

Visions (chapters 1-8) 

Oracles (chapters 9-14) – There is strong debate among theologians concerning 
the authorship of this sec9on with a change in language and literary style. 

• As in all the other prophe9c books repentance is a prerequisite for spiritual blessings. 



1:1-6 

• “Most messianic, truly apocalyp9c, and eschatological of all the wri9ngs of the Old 
Testament.” –George L. Robinson 

Messianic referring to passages that speak of the Messiah 

   9:9; 11:13; 12:10; 13:7; 14:4    

Apocalyp.c means to uncover or reveal.  It is a genre of prophe9cal wri9ng oLen 
conveyed through visions and highly symbolic (Revela9on; Ezekiel). 

Chapters 1-6 contain 8 visions that Zechariah whose theme encompasses 
the restora9on of Israel and the defeat of her enemies. 

  Eschatological refers to end 9me events.  The prophecies of Zechariah find their  
  par9al fulfillment in the days ahead, but ul9mate fulfillment at the return of the  
  Messiah.   

      14:1-4; 8-9 

Key Text 

Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, 
saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.  

Zechariah 4:6 (KJV) 


